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THE FUN FEST- an EMBODIMENT OF Racine 1st UMC Rethinking Church:
According to the United Methodist Communications Services, “Rethink Church” is not
just a mere new slogan. The concept of Rethinking Church is as old as the
denomination’s very existence. It is rooted in the heritage of our denomination, defined
by its social principles and it is one of the major distinctives of United Methodists.
Rethink Church finds expressions in various and diverse aspects in the life of the Church.
They include Open Communion Table, involvement with local, national and global
ecumenical movements. United Methodists believe the Church is more than a single
denomination, local congregation and any designated structure. We also believe that
Church is about offering God’s love and care to those looking for real hope and true
meaning to their lives. We further believe personal acts of faith, and worship help us
draw closer to God and grow in our faith understanding. These personal acts and worship
are meant to equip us for taking the Church outside the walls to seek and lead others to
the saving knowledge and grace found only in Jesus Christ.
Therefore, the United Methodist Church welcomes all people with opened hearts, opened
minds, and opened doors for the transformation of lives in the name of Jesus Christ.
Essentially, to be an United Methodist is to be a member of a Body of Christians
committed to reaching out to and serving the poor, hungry, sick, cripples and seeking the
lost in the name of Jesus Christ.
Consequently we, the Racine 1st United Methodist Congregation, have adapted an outreach Ministry and Mission effort Known as FUN FEST, acronym for “First United &
Neighbors Fest.” This annual FUN Fest affords us the opportunity to intentionally share
at least three hours of worship, fellowship, and food with the economically, politically,
socially and religiously diverse population of our community and its environs. This is
one of the reasons we claim to be a “Perfect Church for Imperfect People!,” We boldly
strive to seek to connect and grow together in our faith by sharing our gifts of resources
and time with any available neighbors of ours in obedience to our Lords command.
(Matthew 25:31-40). Some of our neighbors at this year’s annual FUN Fest were: the
homeless, families of incarcerated persons, women and men from the shelters, the Racine
Fire Fighters as well as ordinary members of our community.
Activities included melodious gospel music by our Praise Team, tasty food, drinks,
bouncy house, raffle draws, touring medium and large Racine Fire Department Trucks,
face painting and packages with important information about our congregation and
Evangelism stuff. We were blessed to have interacted with a little more than a hundred

people in just three hours. Our thanks to all who donated money, the precious baskets and other items. We also
thank all members of the Organizing Team Chaired by Jeanne
Whiteside and assisted by Liza Michna, Beth Michael, Ron and Linda Tremelling, Carol, Pete Sr. and Jr. Feest, Patti
Walker, Connie Boehm and all who helped one way or another! Deeply appreciated!
Finally, let’s keep Rethinking and acting Church in ways that touch and transform lives in Jesus’ name.
The following are some beautiful photos of the Fest for your enjoyment.
You all have a very blessed fall season.
Shalom,
Rev. Jakes

Fire Fighters receiving “Strength For Service Daily Devotional Guide” from Rev. Jakes

Large & Medium Fire Trucks displayed for touring

Jeanne having fun in the Fire Truck

Linda Tremeling and Kids at Bouncy House

Sue Mills at Registration & Raffle Boot

Rev. Jakes having fun in the Fire Truck

Angelina, Liza’s daughter – Face Painting

Dennis and Jeanne Offering inspring Gospel Choruse
Thanks and deeply appreciated!

October Sciptures and Themes
Pentecost -20th Sunday 10’07/2018
Psalm 76:25
Exodus 12:14-20
John 6: 25-35
Theme: Jesus, “The life-giving Bread”
Pentecost -21st Sunday 10/14/2018
Psalm 22: 1-15
Job 23: 1-9, 16-17
Hebrews 4: 12-15
Mark 10: 17-31
Theme: Possession and the Kingdom of God
Pentecost – 22nd Sunday
10/21/2018
Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35
Job 38: 1-7; 34-41
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10: 35-45
Theme: Asking for you don’t know- a live
lesson
Pentecost – 23rd Sunday
10/28/2018
Psalm 34: 1-8
Job 42: 1-6
Hebrews 7: 23-28
Mark 42: 46-52
Theme: Faith of Blind Bartimaeus

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Morning Worship
Fellowship Time
Keith Griffin Pokemon League
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday
OFFICE CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Choir Rehearsal
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Sunday, October 7
FFRANK Breakfast
Saturday, October 20
Controlling Community Violence
Monday, October 29
Hot Meal

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
1:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
Noon
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
Noon

9:00 am
9:00 am
4:30 pm

If you’d like any information in The First
Word you can email racine1umc@tds.net or
call 633-7632 and give me your information.
Liza
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United Methodist Women News
September Meeting

Attend Listening Sessions for
2019 General Conference

The UMW Fall Luncheon was hosted
by Carol Feest. Jane Jarret led the devotions. A light
luncheon was enjoyed by all, followed by the business
meeting. A thank you note from the conference was
received for the 20 Kid’s Kits we sent to the
Conference.
Marilyn Nelson and Carol Feest presented the
program. They attended the Assembly 2018 that was
held in Columbus Ohio. They were both impressed
with the program and the 6000 women who attended
from around the world. There was a large contingent
from Africa and the South Pacific.
The theme was BE BOLD. The keynote speaker was
Leymah Gbowee, who received the Nobel Prize for
leading a women’s peace movement that brought an
end to the Second Liberian Civil War in 2003. Other
speakers included Michelle Alexander the author
of The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age
of Colorblindness. Other speakers spoke on Climate
issues, sexual harassment, and equal pay. The
speakers pointed out the need to BE BOLD -- don't
wait for others, or the government to do it!
Marilyn collected many items from the Exhibition
Hall that were displayed. Over 60 workshops were
available. Marilyn talked about one of the workshops
she attended on forming partnerships with other nonprofit organizations (from the local to the international
groups), Carol spoke about the Infant Mortality high
rate workshop she attended.
Assembly 2022 will be held in Orlando Florida.

UPCOMING DATES
October 2 – Sack Lunch Program.
October 6 – UMW South East District Annual Fall
Gathering at Janesville Cargill UMC. The Keynote
Speaker will be Rev. Wesley White, a WI delegate to
“The Way Forward” Commission.
October 20-21 – UMW Wisconsin Conference Annual
Gathering at Waukesha First UMC. This year’s theme
will be: Sacred Spaces: Encounters with God and
Neighbor.

Why is there a special General Conference coming
February 23 – 26, 2019 in St. Louis, only a year before
the regularly scheduled 2020 session in Minneapolis?
How might my church be affected by this talk about
choosing among a One Church, Connectional
Conference and Traditionalist plan? Will other
possibilities emerge? Change is coming for The United
Methodist Church, and there will be meetings this fall
to help Wisconsin United Methodists understand what
is being proposed.
Formed following authorization by General
Conference 2016, the Commission on a Way Forward
identified three possible options, or plans, for our
denomination as we move into the future.
Read press release. Read report in English.
The Council of Bishops has recommended adoption of
the One Church Plan.
The Wisconsin Delegation to GC 2019 is hosting nine
educational and listening sessions around the state to
allow feedback about the proposals. These sessions for
interested clergy and laity will each last between 60-90
minutes. The dates and locations are:








October 29 – Hot Meals at St. Luke’s



For more information on these programs, see the
Bulletin Board in the Hospitality at the back of the
church.



Marilyn Nelson

Sunday, September 30, 3 p.m., Webster
Grace UMC, 26503 Muskey Ave
Monday, October 1, 7 p.m., Eau Claire Lake
Street UMC, 337 Lake Street
Saturday, October 6, 10 a.m., Wausau
Wesley UMC, 1101 Elm Street
Tuesday, October 9, 7 p.m., Onalaska UMC,
212 4th Avenue North
Saturday, October 20, 10 a.m., Kaukauna
Peace UMC, 2300 E. Wisconsin Avenue
Tuesday, October 23, 7 p.m., Waukesha
First UMC, 121 Wisconsin Avenue
Thursday, October 25, 7 p.m., Sun Prairie
UMC, 702 North Street
Saturday, October 27, 10 a.m., Janesville
Cargill UMC, 2000 Wesley Avenue
Saturday, November 3, 10 a.m., Dodgeville
UMC, 327 N. Iowa Street

In addition, invitations have been extended to
Conference boards, agencies and other groups to
provide their feedback to Delegation members.
The purpose of all this information gathering is for the
Delegation to hear from the diversity of membership
that makes up Wisconsin United Methodism. The
desire is to better understand the thinking and feeling
within our Annual Conference membership about our
denomination’s future. All are welcome to participate!
The Wisconsin Conference Delegation to the 2019
General Conference consists of six voting delegates,
along with reserves. Clergy are Dan Dick, Sam
Royappa, Steve Zekoff and first reserve Amanda Stein.
Lay delegates are Lisa King, Barbara Dick, Gail
Burgess and first reserve Katie Crise. There are
additional reserves who would serve should any of
these eight be unable to attend. In order elected, they
are clergy Jorge Luis Mayorga, Dan Schwerin, Jeremy
Deaner, George Kafer and Jenny Arneson; laity Tom
Popp, Judy Vasby, John Lawson and Julie Schubring.
All remain engaged in the Delegation’s preparations
for the upcoming General Conference.

what already happens in the daily life of your
congregation--and this workshop will equip you—plus
provide many stories, practical examples and ideas of
how other United Methodist congregations across the
country have done so with innovation and impact.
Additionally, learn how you can utilize breakthrough
prayer through key aspects of your weekly worship
service, and develop your church's heart to reach its
neighborhood with the message and love of Christ.
The South East District is sponsoring this second
training event and remember that each church must
bring a team consisting of the pastor, plus at least five
of your members (or as many as you like), in order that
implementation of the training is effective when you
bring it back to your own congregation.
Registration will be open to churches outside of the
South East District, but will be limited to 128
people. Registration cost is $20.00 per person (First
come first served). Note: Choose the the first
slot first as it will register the group in your church
(pastor and the 5 lay members), the second slot will
register any additional lay members that you would
like to bring.

South East District Breakthrough Prayer Initiative
What?

Breakthrough Prayer Initiative led by
Sue Nilsen Kibbey

When? October 20, 2018
Where? West Allis First United Methodist Church,
1574 S 76 St., West Allis, WI 53214
Who?

Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey, Director of Missional
Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) in the West
Ohio Annual Conference, will lead the training event.
Sue initially developed the Breakthrough Prayer
Initiative for MCCI congregations, but it has become a
standalone training event to help equip clergy and their
teams to start a prayer movement/initiative across their
congregations.

Pastor and AT LEAST 5 lay members of a

congregation must attend together (see below).
Cost? $20 donation per person that includes lunch,
materials and workshop leader costs.
Deadline for Registration? October 1, 2018 Hurry! Registration is limited!

Date: 10/20/2018 (Sat.)
Time: 10:00am - 3:00pm CDT
Location:West Allis: First UMC,1574 S 76
St.,
West Allis, WI 53214
Already signed up? You can change your sign up.

Every church recognizes prayer as important. But what
happens when a congregation unites to pray
collectively and consistently for God to break through
in new and miraculous ways? You can launch your
congregation into the kind of church wide
breakthrough prayer initiative that fuels the
atmosphere of possibility, and the entire focus begins
to shift from inward to up-and-outward. It's easier than
you think--and the results will make spiritual history
right in your own community and
beyond. Breakthrough prayer can be incorporated into

To all our “Birth Days,
anniversaries and other
milestones celebrants of this
blessed month of October 2018,
we prayerfully wish you all
God’s richest blessings.
May God’s presence and power
continue to be upon you,
reassuring you and your
families God’s constant love
and grace now and many more
years to come through Jesus
Christ our Lord and Friend.
Amen! Shalom!!
Rev. Jakes
HAPPY BIRTHDAY’S IN
OCTOBER
4 - Laurie Lewis
14 - Danny Buhler
16 - Mark Buhler
Marilyn Nelson
17 - Roger Oakley
21 – Lorena Dahn
23 - Angel Thiel
24 - Jane Crawford
24 –Trevor Rasmussen
25 - Rick Michael
28 - Jacob Boehm
HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES IN
OCTOBER
2 - Pete & Tracie Feest
3 - Robb & Becky Meredith
12 - Andy & Jill DeRosia
14 - Harvey & Carol Randecker
17 – Dean & Brittany Piliouras
18 - Ben & Amanda Schnaare
24 - Rick & Beth Michael
26 – Jean & Keith Whiteside
30 - Rick & Eva Hoaglund
ALTAR FLOWERS IN
OCTOBER
71421- Patti Walker
28- Beth & Rick Michael

USHER SCHEDULE
October 7
Jeff Fernholz
August Grulich
Ricky Castro
October 14
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan Rosellini
October 21
Roger & Betty Oakley
August Grulich
October 29
Jeff Fernholz
Ricky Castro
Jan Rosellini
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.
LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR OCTOBER
October’s offering will benefit
UNICEF. Simply place your
change in the small brown
envelope found in the pew racks
or on the sanctuary tables and
place it in the offering plate.
Your continued support of our
various mission projects is greatly
appreciated.
FOOD BANK ITEM FOR
OCTOBER
Will be tooth paste. Bring your
donation to church on any Sunday
of the month and place it in the
crates located near the church
entrances. All items will be taken
to the North Side Food Bank at
Trinity UMC for distribution.
Thanks.

HOT MEAL PROGRAM

First Church is responsible for the
Hot Meal at St. Luke’s
Hospitality Center on Monday,
October 29th. We will be needing
volunteers. If you can help by
providing a casserole or with
serving & clean up, please sign on
the sheets located on the tables in
the sanctuaries. Thank you for
your continued support of this
Outreach ministry.
WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7
Join other Christians around the
world as we come together to
share the sacrament of Holy
Communion during worship on
Sunday, October 7th. You’ll find
a special offering envelope in
your bulletin on that Sunday. The
United Methodist World
Communion Sunday offering
makes a difference for people like
Chelsea Tubbs. Growing up in a
loving family, Chelsea Tubbs was
active in school sports and
activities at Burton’s Chapel
United Methodist church,
Cookeville, Tennessee. “The
church has kept me grounded and
has always been there to support
me and reward me for my
accomplishments,” she said.
Thanks for your gifts on World
Communion Sunday, Ethnic
Scholar Chelsea can pursue a law
career. Thanks for your support
of our Special Sunday Offerings.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED!
This past summer while attending Grandparent/Grandchild camp several of our returning campers
were disappointed to note that the old steel swing that was located next to Oak cabin had been
removed. It was discovered that the unit was just too old and in need of extensive repair in order to
be safe.
We are very excited to announce the formation of a “playground fund” for the building of a
playground at the Ridgewood area at Lake Lucerne. This will be a wonderful addition to the
camping experiences for younger children, especially those attending Grandparent/Grandchild Camp,
family retreats, church outings, etc. The plan is to have the playground completed as soon as
possible so that those attending camp in the upcoming years can use the equipment. The completion
of this project is totally dependent on the amount of donations received by Lake Lucerne.
The children of First Church will have a “playground fundraiser” on Sunday, October 28th. The kids
will decorate cookies for fellowship time and also have cookies and cupcakes for sale that morning!
So, bring a bit of cash to church that day to help the kids in the effort to have a new playground at
camp. Monetary donations are welcome at any time and should be directed through the church.
Indicate Lake Lucerne Playground in the memo portion of any checks.
Thanks so much for your continued support.
Carol Feest, Co-director, Grandparent/Grandchild Camp

***COMING UP VERY SOON!!***
Our Charge Conference is scheduled for Saturday November 3, 2018 at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall.
As usual, all those in leadership positions that report to the Charge Conference, please begin and
complete your reports by Friday October 20th. Remember, the system of reporting has changed from
papers to online! If you have not received the online information, please let either Liza or me know
so we can make it available. Moreover, if don’t have asset to inter computer/internet, ask Liza to
down load the forms for you. Please return the filled out forms to Liza so she can enter the
information on the District’s website.
Thanks for all you do on behalf Jesus Christ through our congregation. May God Almighty continue to
increase you in strength and wisdom in the name of Jesus Christ.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
745 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403-1211

First United Methodist Church
The Vision statement:
• To provide a community for people to experience God
and find inspiration for daily living.
The Mission statement:
• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through
Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others.
“A perfect church for imperfect people”

