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The Day of Pentecost- A divine promise fulfilled…. 
“….But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. John 
14:26 (NKJV.) 

 Pentecost Day occurs fifty days after the Passover which is one of three major Jewish 
Feasts. Pentecost is celebrated by the Christian Church as the day the Holy Spirit fell 
upon the bewildered and desperate believers. As you and I might remember, fears, 
frights, and uncertainties, thus locked behind closed doors are descriptions of the 
disciples’ post resurrection dispositions recorded in the Gospels accounts.  What could 
they have done other than take the necessary precautionary measures that they 
believed would have kept them safe in the absence of the physical, however sporadic 
appearances, of the One in whom they’ve trusted and invested their lives? Remember, 
before his arrest, suffering and death, Jesus forewarned his disciples of the world’s 
pending hatred and persecution on account of their being his disciples.  Listen to what 
Jesus said: “No servant is greater than his Master. If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They (the 
strayed world) will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the 
One (God the Father/Creator) who sent me.” (John 15: 20-21 NIV). (John 15:18-27). 
The question, how different are the people and world of the first disciples from ours 
today? Possibly, except for the timeline, geographical locations, forms and degree to 
which they are manifested, not very much has changed. I am very much acquainted 
with how much darkness hates the light! The endless struggles between good and evil in 
this world remain visible to those who are spiritually discerned. For instance, the 
tendency for “the Powers that be”/ people who do not have the fear of God, thus no 
regards for other human beings and the dignity of life, to go after the ones they view as 
enemies,  including the perceived enemy’s family members, relatives, friends and 
associates is still prevalent in today world and society.      
 
Truly speaking, “The Holy Spirit” is infinitely larger than our categories and more 
powerful than words can fully describe.  Jesus was fully aware that following his physical 
departure, times of spiritual wilderness would eventually catch up with the spiritually 
unsteady disciples. Therefore, he promised and did send them the Holy Spirit. ( John 14: 
16-17). As the “Third Person of the Holy Trinity/ Godhead,” His first and foremost work 
is to “Indwell /Reignite” the dreaded spirits of the believers and revive them. (John 14: 
26, Acts 9:31; Rom. 8:26). The disciples have been tormented both physically and 
spiritually by the forces of evil in a world that has turned against its Creator. The Church, 
God’s Redeemed people, are in a constant “Spiritual warfare,” and our only weapon is 
the Power of the Holy Spirit that demolishes every stronghold of the 
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evil forces. ( 2Cor. 10: 3-5). As believers, we must avail 
ourselves to the Indwelling and Reigniting Power of 
Holy Spirit in order to be victorious in these endless 
attacks and battles!    
No doubts, Church worship services and other Church 
related activities are poorly attended while football 
stadiums and entertainment centers overflow daily. 
There’s so much spiritual emptiness in the world 
today than anyone can imagine. However, like the first 
disciples, we have hope that the Church will prevail! 
We should neither despair nor grieve like people 
without faith! If the Easter, post resurrection 
experience, didn’t make a dent, wait, Pentecost is on 
the horizon!! The Holy Spirit will surely Re-Ignite and 
set you on fire for the Lord. All you need, just open 
your heart and mind for Him to enter!  
 
Have a fulfilling Pentecost,  
Rev. Jakes   
 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES – 05/2018 

6th Sunday- Easter/ Holy Communion     05/06/2018 

Psalm 98: 1ff. 
Acts 10: 44-48 
John 15: 9-17 
Theme:  The Branch that Abides…. 
 
7th Sunday- Easter /Ascension Sunday      05/13/2018 
Rev. June Nettles Preaching 
Psalm 47: 1ff.  
Acts 1: 1-11 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
John 16: 1-4 
Theme: Jesus’ final goodbye…   
 
Pentecost Day   05/ 20/2018       
Psalm 104:  24-34 
Romans 8: 22-27 
John 16: 5-15 
Theme:  Jesus names his Successor…. 
 
1st Sunday – Pentecost         05/27/2018 
Psalm 29: 1ff.  
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Romans 8: 12-17 
John 16: 17-24 
Theme: The Divine Turn Arounds 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Each Sunday 

Faith To Life Bible Study                                 9:00 am 

Morning Worship                                           10:00 am 

Fellowship Time                                             11:15 am 

Keith Griffin Pokémon League                        1:00 pm 

Casa de Dios Worship Service                         5:00 pm 

Each Monday                              

OFFICE CLOSED                                              

Casa de Dios Bible Study                                 6:30 pm  

Each Wednesday 

Kiwanis Club Luncheon                                   Noon   

Choir Rehearsal                                                6:00 pm 

Young Adult Dinner & Discussion               7:30 pm 

Each Saturday  

Sack Lunch Program                                         Noon 

 

 

Saturday, May 5 

 Controlling Community Violence  9:00 am 

Sunday, May 6 

FFRANC Breakfast                                        9:00 am 

Thursday, May 10 

 United Methodist Women Luncheon  Noon 

Tuesday, May 22 

 Esther Wulff Memorial Service  11:30 am 

 Survey Committee meeting   5:30 pm 

Sunday, May 27 

 Peace with Justice Offering 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR ESTHER WULFF 

will take place on Tuesday, May 22 at 11:30 pm in the 

sanctuary.  Esther was a long-time member of  First 

Church and had recently moved to Minnesota to be 

near her grandson.  All are invited to remember Esther 

at this service. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Irving Christensen – 5-18-2018 

 

SPECIAL THANKS to Linda Tremelling who has 

been teaching Sunday School these past several 

months in spite of dealing with several health issues.  

Be sure to express your gratitude to her when you see 

her. 

 

 

 

 

 



Wesley’s historic questions have 

been asked of those considered for 

full connection (ordination) since as 

early as 1784, the first Conference 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

presided over by Francis Asbury 

and Thomas Coke. The questions 

also have a broader Wesleyan 

context. Many of these questions were originally 

used with the people Wesley called “Helpers,” lay 

men and women to whom Wesley gave 

responsibility for leadership in the Methodist 

societies. They were class leaders, stewards, local 

preachers and traveling preachers. The questions 

addressed topics Wesley believed to be essential for 

persons responsible for leading others in 

discipleship and mission in the world. 

The 19 Questions to Kindle a Wesleyan Spirit covers 

topics from faith in Christ to spiritual practices to 

debt. The questions around commitment to the rules 

of the Church have a contemporary urgency in this 

season of division. Building from her blog on the 19 

Questions, Are You Going On To Perfection, at 

www.artofholiness.com, Carolyn Moore, Founding 

and Lead Pastor of Mosaic Church in Evans, 

Georgia, thoughtfully unpacks each question in a 

historical and personal way. 

A great question has power. A question mark is 

almost like a trowel. It dips into the soil of our 

hearts and churns up latent feelings or beliefs we 

didn’t even know were there. A great question can 

stop us in our tracks and change our perspective. 

Good answers fix problems in the short-term. Good 

questions have the power to create lasting 

change. Great questions can change a worldview. 

The following three paragraphs are from the 

introduction to Moore’s book: 

Asking good questions was a technique John Wesley 

used. A devout student of “The Book,” surely he 

learned that skill from the best of the best.  

The questions his Holy Club asked and answered 

were designed to expose the souls of those who 

participated in weekly accountability, and those 

questions still have power to expose our weaknesses 

and call us to account for making spiritual progress. 

Wesley developed similar avenues for accountability 

in the Methodist class and band meetings, which 

also used questions to help people grow in faith. 

Beyond those accountability questions in the Holy 

Club and in class and band meetings, Wesley 

developed nineteen other questions to probe the 

hearts and motives of potential Methodist 

preachers. These questions have had a kind of 

staying power. Since 1773, pastors in the United 

Methodist tradition have answered these nineteen 

historic questions as a way of agreeing to how we 

will live into this ministry life. Candidates for 

ordination examine these questions and prepare to 

answer them at the Annual Conference during which 

they are ordained (The Book of Discipline 2016, 

¶¶330 and 336, pp. 257-258 and 270-271). It is the 

beginning point of our connection. 

Moore’s book is part of the Faultlines collection, 

resources intended to inform conversations around 

human sexuality and the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Humble Prayer Request for Korea’s Peace and 

Reconciliation 



“But let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

Amos 5:24 

My brothers and sisters, I am very hopeful about the 

future of the Korean Peninsula. We received good 

news this week. There is much energy and anticipation 

for a Summit Meeting between Chairman Kim Jong-un 

of North Korea and President Moon Jae-in of South 

Korea, and an official end to the Korean War.  A 

summit between President Trump and Chairman Kim 

Jung-un will occur in May or in the near future. This 

promises to be the culmination of many years of prayer 

and spiritual hunger for the healing of our human 

family. For too long, Korea has been divided. A time 

for reconciliation and new life is dawning. From the 

darkness of economic sanctions, hostility, and the 

threat of nuclear destruction comes the light of peace, 

unity, and restoration. I ask you to offer prayer this 

Sunday, and in the weeks to come, for Korean peace 

and healing. 

Gracious and caring God, 

We pray for peace, throughout the world, but in this 

moment, especially for Korea. 

For leaders of both North and South Korea, and their 

historic negotiation; 

For healthy relations between the leaders of North 

Korea and the United States of America; 

For the other nations and powers who are involved; 

For wisdom, compassion, grace and vision; 

For a permanent and lasting solution; 

For families reunited and communities restored; 

For a new beginning that ends old hostilities and heals 

old hurts; 

And for a bright and inspiring future; 

We humbly pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

 

 

CONFERENCE TREASURER’S REPORT 

On a quarterly basis, I plan to send a Summary Budget 

Report to the members of our Annual Conference. This 

is an effort to report back to 

those who voted and approved this budget and update 

you on our Conference Finances. Our Council on 

Finance and Administration (CFA), led by Chair Jack 

Stubbs, is committed to 

Clarity/Transparency, Fairness/Justice, 

and Accountability. Year-to-date reports will also be 

available in the Finance Office section of our website 

under Conference Budget. 

2017 Financial Results 

Our 2017 apportionment receipts totaled $6,629,625, a 

$103,367 increase over the amount received in the 

prior year ($6,526,258). We celebrate having 297 

churches give 100% of their apportionment covenant! 

Although we had an increase in the total dollars 

received, the 2017 apportionment receipts represent 

80.1% of the amount apportioned to our churches. The 

increase in giving did not keep pace with the 1.9% 

increase in our Conference budget. 

As our Conference’s ministry work and budget 

increased by 1.9%, our total expenses increased. Our 

total expenses for 2017 were $6,843,122 out of the 

budgeted $7,032,028. Total expenses increased by 

$377,753 over the prior year expenses ($6,465,369). A 

significant part of our expense increase was due to 

paying our general conference apportionments in full. 

Conference Policy 10.3.0 General Conference 

Apportionments was suspended in the last 

quadrennium but resumed in 2017. This policy states 

that the Conference Treasurer shall pay the general 

conference apportionments in twelve monthly 

installments. In 2017 we gave a total of $1,724,195 to 

the General Church. This was a $298,723 increase over 

the prior year ($1,425,472). In the previous 

quadrennium, we paid our General Conference 

Apportionments at the percentage rate of 

apportionment receipts from our churches. 

At year end our expenses exceeded our revenue by 

$213,497. Fortunately, the deficit was covered by our 

Conference reserves, which helps us to manage the 

fluctuations in income and expenses over the course of 

the year. After covering the deficit we had a balance of 

$298,155 remaining in the reserves. 
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY MAY 27 

In Arizona border towns, communities facing social 

challenges are dramatically divided. In Liberian 

villages, citizens’ human rights are being violated. In 

local U.S. communities, women and girls are being 

bought and sold against their will. 

Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation and 

peace, honoring the dignity of every individual made 

in God’s image, The United Methodist Church is 

unwilling to turn a blind eye to injustice. 

Although you, and possibly even your congregation, 

may lack the resources alone to effect change in a 

broken world, your giving is vital for the UMC to 

continue its global ministries of reconciliation. 

Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the 

people of The United Methodist Church are able to 

make a difference together by sowing seeds—and 

yielding fruit!—of peace. 

Equipping The United Methodist Church to Do 

Justice in Jesus’ Name 

When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift 

makes possible our critical kingdom work in the world. 

Because you give: 

 Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting 

Arizona border communities 

 United Methodists in Liberia are being 

equipped to implement the denomination’s 

Social Principles to address social-justice issue 

 Pennsylvania students are educating their 

community about sex-trafficking at home and 

abroad 

These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are 

possible because you give. 

Your Giving Makes Possible the Proclamation of 

Christ’s Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women News 

 March Meeting -     Rev. Jakes was our 

guest speaker at the March luncheon 

meeting.   His presentation included bringing 

us up to date on the building project at the 

Jabez School in Liberia.  We enjoyed seeing 

pictures of the students, the groundbreaking 

ceremony and the choir in the robes our church 

sent them. The pastor then answered questions 

from the audience.  

    We voted to create ‘Kid’s Kits’ to be sent to 

the WI Church Conference in June.  

    Carol Feest and Marilyn Nelson will be 

attending the Quadrennial UMW Assembly in 

Columbus Ohio, along with 8000 other women 

from around the world.  

     Patti Walker reported on the Welcome 

Packet that will be given to the mission group 

from the Dakota Conference that will be at our 

church in June.  The U.M.W. agreed to help 

assemble these packets.  

April 7 Sack Lunch program --  The loyal crew 

led by Jayne Dresen, Jane Jarrett, Earl 

Christensen, Gwen Swanson and Young Jakes 

prepared and distributed 55 sack 

lunches.  Another job well done.  Thanks all. 

Hot Meal program --   Deb Vasy Johnson 

and her crew were responsible for the Hot 

Meal at St. Luke’s April 16.     Thanks to all 

who prepared casseroles, helped serve the meal 

and then clean up!  This faithful group of 

volunteers is very important to this part of our 

Outreach Ministry.  

 

 

 



 

UPCOMING DATES 

May 10 – First UMW Luncheon Meeting at 

noon.  The cost will be $10.  Reservations can be made 

by calling the church office (633-7632).  Reservations 

need to be made by noon on May 8.  Everyone is urged 

to come help assemble the Kid’s Hospitality Kits and 

the Welcome Packets.  

May 18-19 Quadrennial UMW Assembly, 

Columbus Ohio.  This is worldwide forum of United 

Methodist Women who gather to worship and learn 

more about the needs of women, children and youth in 

the 21
st
  century 

July 9 – Hot Meal program at St. Luke’s 

July23-26 – Mission u at the Hotel Mead and 

Conference Center, Wisconsin Rapids. 

July 27 – Mission u Overview Day 

KIDS HOSPITALITY KITS for the WI Conference.  

The UMW will be creating Kids Kits that will be sent 

to the WI Church Conference in June.  They will then 

be sent to the crisis centers at Northcott Neighborhood 

House in Milwaukee and/or to Harbor House in 

Superior.  We will be asking the congregation for help 

with the cost of this worthy project.  You will find a 

special envelop in the Mother’s Day bulletin – any 

donation will be greatly appreciated. 

 

U.M.W. RUMMAGE SALE 2018 

Thank you to fifteen people who helped make 

the rummage sale a success.  Actually seven 

were not even members of the United 

Methodist Women!  We sincerely appreciate 

all the help.  The variety of donations brought 

good sales and thank you to everyone for your 

contributions.  This near we nearly doubled 

last year’s income.  The camaraderie is 

wonderful.  Plan to join us next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Summer Guests 

 
On June 16-21, our church will be hosting a “Mission 

Work Team” of 75-110 youth and adults from 

representative congregations of the Dakota Conference 

of the United Methodist Church.   

You may help in the following ways: 

 

Help with minimal effort  

1. Welcome and worship with our guests in church on 

Sunday morning, June 17, 10 a.m. 

2. Attend the catered evening meal on Sunday, June 

17, at 6:00 p.m. to visit with this group and 

worship with them in our sanctuary. If you 

attending the evening meal, please let the office 

know 262-633-7632 so we have a count. 

 

If you wish to be more involved in the process:  

1. Before they arrive- Help with set up with tables, 

and clearing areas for sleeping. 

2. Be part of the welcoming/orientation group 

when our guests arrive on June 16 around 10 p.m.  

3. Attend the group’s evening worship meetings 

throughout the stay –i.e.  There will be a talent 

show one evening that could be fun to see.  More 

information to follow. 

4. You may contribute financially by donating for       

various hosting costs. 

a. Sunday’s catered meal cost is $10 a 

plate-    (youth are paying for their own). 

This will    be a fund raiser for our church. 

b. Welcome bags, items included, and id.         

wristbands for YMCA 

c. Sign supplies 

d. Paper plates, bathroom supplies, kitchen      

supplies for daily use. 

 

Your involvement with this project as we share this 

mission and outreach with our Dakota guests will be 

much appreciated.  God’s blessing as we do his will. 

Patti Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN MAY!!

    

 2 - Jeff Fernholz 

 6 - Judy Vasy 

 8 - Kay McClelland 

12 - Jayne Dresen 

13 - Kim Doonan 

       Robyn Meredith 

14 - Jane Bragg 

       Judy Madsen 

15 - Ruthann Grayson 

24 - Lenore Creuziger 

26 - Melanie Olson 

28 - Otto Nelson 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

MAY! 

 

14 - John & Judy Kara 

21 - Eric & Liza Reed 

25 - Jeff & Marcia Fernholz 

28 - Stan & Debra Johnson       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS IN MAY 

 

 6 –  Deb Johnson 

13 –  

20 –  

27 –  

 

 

 

 
 

USHER SCHEDULE 

 

May 6 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

Ricky Castro 

 

May 13 

August Grulich 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

 

May 20 

Jan Rosellini 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

 

May 27 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

August Grulich 

 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your assigned 

day, please contact someone 

from the usher list to substitute 

for you.  Thanks. 

 

Others, who might like to serve 

the church in this way, please 

contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR MAY  

The item for May is a small bottle 

of dish soap.  Thank you for 

helping this great mission! Every 

small act of kindness goes a long 

way.  

 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR MAY 

Will help provide first responders 

with a devotional called Strength 

for Service.  Simply place your 

loose change, or more, in the 

small brown envelopes found in 

the pew racks or on the sanctuary 

tables and place it in the offering 

plate. 

 

JUNE NEWSLETTER INFO 

If you’d like something in the 

June newsletter please send your 

information in by May 18
th

  

Send it to racine1umc@tds.net or 

give me a call at (262)633-7632 

Thank you  

 

 

 

The First Word is published 

monthly by First United 

Methodist Church 

745 Main Street, Racine, WI 

53403 

Phone: 262-633-7632 

Email – racine1umc@tds.net  or 

pastorfumcr@tds.net 

Office Hours: Tuesday thru 

Friday, 8:30 - noon 

Pastor – Jakes S. Voker 

Editor – Liza Michna 
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National Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 

Racine WI 
 

 

Thursday, May 3 2018 - Racine — The Annual National Day of Prayer observance will be held on 
Thursday May 3 starting at 11:30am, outside on the east deck of City Hall, 730 Washington Avenue 
in Racine.  This year’s theme is “Pray for America – UNITY”, Ephesians 4:3, "Making every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace." 
 
The National Anthem and worship will be led by event coordinator recording artist  
Minister Cheryl McCrary.  Local military will present the colors. Mayor Cory Mason will read the 
city proclamation.  Prayer will led by special guests including Racine Chief of Police Art Howell, 
Chaplain Keith Bell from the Racine Youth Offenders Correctional Facility, Kelvin Caban U.S.M.C., 
Pastor Gabriel Vargas Retired U.S. Army, Stuart Nelson U.S. Army, Thomas Ginski, Minister 
Reynaldo Belmares, Pastor Sadoc Cruz Ministerio Transformation and Racine County Chaplain 
Pastor Anthony Balistreri.   
 
There will be an invitation for children to recite the “Pledge of Allegiance”. There will also be a 
moment of silence to honor our military and their families, followed by worship song, a special 
musical performance of “Taps” and closing prayer.  Attendees may also bring a lawn chair.   

National Day of Prayer is an annual observance created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United 
States Congress, signed by President Harry Truman for the purpose of communicating the need for 
personal prayer for our nation and its leaders.  With the help of more than 30,000 volunteers, tens 
of thousands of National Day of Prayer events are organized and held every year.  

For more details, please visit their website and click on find an event:  
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/events   
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

         The Vision statement: 

• To provide a community for people to experience God 

and find inspiration for daily living. 

 

The Mission statement: 

• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through 

Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others. 

 

“A perfect church for imperfect people” 
 


