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The First Word

March 2018
First United Methodist Church, Racine

Why the Cross? A Catalyst for my salvation!

This four letters word at first glance seems to be one of the most unpopular words
among both believers and unbelievers. There are so many and diverse reasons why the
word, “CROSS” would either sound or be offensive to most people. A part of the reasons
is whenever the word “Cross” is mentioned in a conversation or even seen in its physical
(wood /metal) form, it communicates a sense of either guilt, suffering or pain. | believe
these simplistic and stereotype views of the “Cross” are largely due to either one’s
inability or unwillingness to further explore the essence of this maternal symbolism. Did |
just refer to the “Cross” as a “Maternal symbolism?” Oh yes! A brief definition of each
word might be helpful: For instance, a working definition for the words “Maternal relates
to, derives from, or characteristic of a mother; while “Symbolism” is the use of symbols
to signify ideas and qualities, by giving them symbolic meanings that are different from
their literal sense. So, while on the one hand it is true that the “Cross” at first glance
often represents suffering, shame and pain, on the other hand, the “Cross” serves as a
“Maternal symbolism” that has an inherent significance that reaches far beyond the
latter. It is a tragic distortion when one’s view of the “Cross” does go beyond it being a
symbol of suffering, pain and even death to gracefully acknowledge and accept its
“Maternal” characteristic that serves as a catalyst to human redemption and new
beginning in life’s journey. Yes! Throughout our Biblical History, the “Cross” has always
been very special. In the Old Testament, under the Mosaic covenant, indeed, under every
covenant, there are blessings promised for obedience and curses promised for
disobedience. The cross was a symbol that reminded God’s covenant people to beware of
disobedience and alienation and the associated consequences. The penalty for a

condemned criminal was that his (her) body be hanged on a tree: “For he who is hanged is
accursed of God.” (Deut. 21:22-23,).

The Curse of the Cross gives real meaning to the life of Jesus amongst fallen and
condemned humanity. Unless one fully understands the role of the cross in the Old
Testament, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to have an appreciation for the
“Atonement”, what took place on the cross! Jesus declares himself as the “Good
Shepherd” who came to lay down his life for His sheep. (John 10:11). This he did on the
cross. In Galatians 3:13, we read that Jesus became a curse for us on the cross.
Therefore, the cross of Jesus Christ is very central to our journeys of faith and service as
Christians. The cross reveals to us the character of God: His love for accursed sinners and
His perfect justice meet at the cross. If we want to grow in our love for God, which is the
first and greatest commandment, then we must be growing to understand and
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appreciate of the cross, which shows us His great love.
At the cross is the place where all the wounds of sin
are healed. If you suffer from emotional problems--
guilt, anxiety, depression, anger, going through
tragedy or whatever--there is healing in the cross of
Christ. The cross says that God especially loves those
who are hurting--those who are under the penalty and
power of sin. If you will turn to Jesus Christ and put
your trust in what He did for you in taking your just
penalty for sin on the cross, He will deliver you from
sin’s penalty and from its power. He wants to be your
Shepherd and Overseer!

| prayerfully hope that you have had a very
meaningful Lenten Journey and some personal time
with our Lord Savior through the Holy Week. Now,
welcome to merge into the renewed and vibrant life
of joy and peace with our resurrected Lord and Savior,
“The Risen Christ” on Easter morning!

HAPPY EASTER IN OUR RISEN LORD!
BLESSINGS,
Rev. Jakes

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES —03/2018

Lent- 3 Sunday / Holy Communion  03/04/2018
Psalm 19: 1ff.

Jeremiah 2: 1-14

Philippians 2: 1-10

John 4: 1-15

Theme: Giving up our Superiority

Lent —4™ Sunday /Day light Saving
UMCOR / Girls Scout - 03/11/2018
Psalm 37: 1-6.

Number 21: 4-9

Romans 12: 9-20

Luke 6: 27-36

Theme: Giving Up our Enemies

Lent- 5" Sunday- 03/18/2018
Psalm 51: 1-12

Jeremiah 31: 31-34

Philippians 3: 1-11

John 3: 22-34
Theme: Christ, our Confidence

Lent — 6"/Passion Sunday 03/25/2018
(Liturgy of Passion)

Psalm 50: 4-9

Isaiah 62: 1-3

Philippians 2: 5-11

Mark 14: 1-15 20-36

Theme: There’ s No crown, Wi
SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR MEDITATION
DURING HOLY WEEK:

Holy Week: Monday 26" March 2018

Psalm 36: 5-11

Isaiah 42: 1-9

Hebrews 9: 11-15

John 12: 1-11

Holy Week: Tuesday 27" March 2018
Psalm 71: 1-14

Isaiah 49: 1-7

1Corinthians 1: 18-31

John 12: 20-36

Holy Week: Wednesday 28 March 2018
Psalm 70:1ff.

Isaiah 50: 4-9a

Hebrews 12: 1-3

John 13: 21-32

Holy Week: Maundy Thursday 29" March 2018—
(Special service involving feet washing and the “Last
Supper at 6: p.m.)

Psalm 116: 1-4

Exodus 12: 1-4, (5-10)

1Corinthians 11: 23-26

John 13: 1-17, 31b-35

Holy Week: Good Friday Service— Friday 30™
March 2018 @ 12: noon

(The service will include reading and meditating on the
last seven words of Jesus on the Cross. Volunteers
highly needed and appreciated!)

Psalm 22: 1ff.

Isaiah 52: 13-53:12

Hebrews 10: 16-25

John 18: 1-19:42



HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
MARCH!

2 — Sue Mills

6 — Amie Jean Feest
Nathan Michael

12 — Becky Meredith

14 — Dawn Nejedly

15 — Scott Boehm

16 — Patti Walker

18 — Debby Ganaway

19 — Sandi McQuade

28 — Carol Christensen

29 — Rob Meredith

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN
MARCH!

29 — Justin & Shannon Hirth

ALTAR FLOWERS IN MARCH
4—

11 -

18 — Patti Walker

25—

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR
MARCH is Chunky soup. Bring
your donations to church any
time and place them in the crates
near the entrances. All food
collected is distributed by the
North Side Food Pantry (see
related article elsewhere in this
newsletter.)

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR MARCH is designated for
HALO (Homeless Assistance
Leadership Organization) of
Racine. This being the only
homeless shelter in Racine, there
is a constant need for funds for a
variety of the programs HALO
provides. Simply place your
loose change — or more — in the
small brown envelopes found in
the pew racks. Thanks for your
continued support of our outreach
ministries.

March 4
August Grulich
Roger & Betty Oakley

March 11
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan Rosellini

March 18
August Grulich
Ricky Castro

March 25
Jeff Fernholz

If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.

Others, who might like to serve
the church in this way, please
contact the church office.

***Daylight Savings***
Sunday March 11

RUMMAGE SALE IN THE
WORKS

Mark your calendars and start
collecting your rummage! The
United Methodist Women will
host the Rummage Sale on
Saturday April 21%, in the
church social room Books, toys,
linens, household items,
decorations, etc., will be
appreciated (no clothing, please).
We’ll then need help in setting
up on Thursday and Friday of that
week. Watch for additional
details in the weekly bulletins.

*¥*%%k%*Chili Cook-off******
Sunday, 3/18 at 11:30am
At First United Methodist

Church

Vote on the best chili with
your cash donation
Follow your taste buds
and vote for several or all of
the chili’s!!!

All donations will provide
funds to allow our Members
to attend Church Camps

(If you wish to get into the
contest and bring some
chili, please sign-up on the
sheet in back of the
sanctuary or call the church
office.)



United Methodist Women News

The next UMW meeting will be Thursday, March 8. Rev. Jakes will present the program i an update on the Jabez School in
Liberia. All members of the church are invited to come and enjoy the luncheon and learn what the pastor has been doing in
Liberia. The cost for the lunch is $8 and reservations may be made by calling the church office.

UPCOMING DATES

April 77 Mission Action Day, Mauston UMC. Themes: Health Care policy and Income Inequality and Racial Justice.

April 217 Annual Rummage Sale. Items can be brought to the church at any time.

April 27-29T1 Womenbés Retreat at Lake L uereSeathebdlatimipoardinttie FBllewshipeasedforCe nt
workshops and registration forms.

April 28 7 Southeast Dist. Spring Enrichment Event, Wauwatosa UMC. Topics: Living as a Covenant Community and Missionary
Conferences of the U.S.

May 18-19 Quadrennial UMW Assembly, Columbus Ohio. This is worldwide forum of United Methodist Women who gather to
worship and learn more about the needs of women, children and youth in the 21st century. For more information go
to www.umwassembly.org2018.

Sack Lunch

Hot Meals at St. Lukebs Episcopal Church

More information on these activities is posted in the refreshment area in the back of the
church.

When Do We Say Enough?

He shall judge between many peoples,
and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,

and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war anymore;

Micah 4:3

As Christians, we may differ in our understanding of God’s will, but there are some very clear messages from our
scripture. War, violence,

killing, injuring others, vigilantism, and revenge are aspects of our brokenness and separation from God. We are
called to be peacemakers, loving

mercy, showing compassion, standing for justice, and doing all in our power to spread God’s love. Few people debate
these things.

Yet, on February 14 — Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day — seventeen students died at the hands of a troubled
gunman. It
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deeply saddened me to see one of the earliest responses to this tragedy was not condolences or sympathy, but a
strident defense of the right to own

guns in the United States. The core of the defense was that the latest tragedy wasn’t about guns, but about the
breakdown of our civil society

and discipline for our children. Such equivocating breaks my heart.

Children were shot and killed. The scope and reach of this tragedy was definitely connected to guns. We must, as a
society, as a culture, and

as a Church stop living in denial. Gun violence is out of control in this country. Among developed nations, the United
States resides among those at

the bottom of the list for gun-related violence. We must take firm action for responsible gun laws. Guns are not tools
for peace; they are destroying

more and more lives with each passing day.

I am not debating military actions and law enforcement. These are start and sad evidence of our fallen world. Where
there should be peace, we

see war. Where there should be justice, we find corrupted law. Where there should be mercy, we see judgement. And
so sadly, where we should see young

lives flourishing with the possibilities of a hopeful and productive future, we see students down before they get a
chance to truly live.

Don’t argue and debate guns. Pray with me. Pray for the victims and their families. Pray for the shooter and his
family. Pray for the

communities, the police, the teachers, the leadership of a world turned upside down. And take action. If you are as
saddened and enraged as | am,

write to your governor, your senators, your representatives, and your local officials. Invite them to join us in the
Wesleyan injunction to first, do

NO harm; second, do all the GOOD we can; and last, to strive in every way to ground your life in the love and will of
God.

Attached here are some resources to help your leaders and congregations provide support during this trying time: for
all leaders; for leaders of

children; and for

leaders of youth.

Grace and Peace,

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

The First Wordis published monthly by First United Methodist Church

745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403
Phone: 262-633-7632
Email — racinelumc@tds.net or pastorfumcr@tds.net
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon
Pastor — Jakes S. VVoker
Editor — Liza Michna

Each Sunday
CALENDAR OF EVENTS Faith To Life Bible Study 9:00 am
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Morning Worship

Fellowship Time

Keith Griffin Pokémon League
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday

OFFICE CLOSED

Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday

Kiwanis Club Luncheon

Choir Rehearsal

Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
Each Saturday

Sack Lunch Program

Saturday, March 3
S.0.S. Meeting
Sunday, March 4
FFRANC Breakfast
Saturday, March 17
Controlling Community Violence
Sunday, March 18
Chili Cook off
Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday
Friday, March 30

Good Friday Service

10:00 am

11:15 am
1:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
Noon
6:00 pm
7:30 pm

Noon

10:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

11:30 am
6:00 pm

Noon

Hory WEEK

|
E
!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday, March25
Procession with Palms and Choir
Program DuringVorship

Tuesday March 27 thru Friday March 30

—8:30am —12:00 pm
Sanctuary Open for Personal Reflection

Maundy Thursday, March 29 — 6:00 pm
Supper and Service of Holy Communior

Good Friday, March 30 —12:00 pm
Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary

Easter Morning, April 1*
8:30 amc¢ Sonrise Service in the Social
Room

10:00 am¢ Morning Worship followed
by an Easter Egg Hunt for children in the
social room

Readers are needed to assist with these
worship services. Please see the sign-up
sheets located on the sanctuary tables.
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First United Methodist Church

The Vision statement:

« To provide a community for people toexperience God
and find inspiration for daily living.

The Mission statement:

* To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through
Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others.

“A perfect church for | mp



