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“A Perfect Church For Imperfect people!”
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect!” (Matt.5:48 KJV).
At first glance, one may think the title of this article and the scriptural text that follows are
contradictory, but probably not quite!
This article is not intended to give a full Biblical exegesis and Theological explanation of
“Christian perfection,” but a simple synopsis of the context in which the TAG: ”Perfect Church
for imperfect people” is used and the message it intends to convey.
First of all, the title: “A prefect Church for imperfect people“ is a declarative statement affirming
Jesus’ imperative statement: “ Be ye therefore perfect as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect!” Therefore, instead of being contradictory, the statements actually complement each
other. Why? Let’s do a brief study of each of them:
“A perfect Church” is an expression that reaffirms the Divine Nature of the “Church Universal.”
We hear Jesus says to his disciples, “On this rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell not
prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18). Until there’s an intrusion, we know that the handiwork of God
remains pure and holy! I believe the Church referenced herein is not structure made by human
hands with mud-bricks to be inhabited by a body of rebellious people. Rather, it is the “Church
Divine,” perfect and thus holy. However, let’s not forget that the human creatures were amongst
the creations that the Creator God declared “Very Good!” (Gen.1:31- NIV). Unfortunately, since
the fall of the first human creatures from their original-perfect (sinless) state, the struggles for
restoration continued up to the coming of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, and regrettably persist in
present days.
Here’s Jesus’ mission statement: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." (Luke
19: 10). Human imperfection is a sign of human estrangement and alienation from the image of
their Creator who is essentially Perfect! The Apostle Paul reminds us: “While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8- NIV). God loves the Church, you and me, so much that
He willingly paid the ultimate price, death, for that which separates us, “Sin” (Ezekiel 18:20;
Rom. 6:23) with the sinless life of Jesus Christ for our restoration and re-union to himself.
Apostle John, Jesus’ beloved disciple’s cautions: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8If we claim to
be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”(1John 1:7-8-NIV).

John Wesley, the founder and leader of Methodism spoke of “perfection” in terms of
progression through God’s justifying and sanctifying grace. It is a goal toward which you and I
must keep on pressing.
Giving all of the above testimonies about the “Church and perfection” by authorities in whose
footsteps you and I walk, I cannot wait to affirm the concept of the dual nature of the Church.
The dual concept views the Church as comprising both a Spiritual/Universal Nature and the
“Institutional” entity. Sadly, in this twenty first century, the “Institutional Nature” of the Church
seems to be gaining prominence over its original “Spiritual Nature!”

Remember, the tag: “A perfect Church for imperfect people” was coined at our Congregation’s Ministries and Mission Reenvisioning and Discerning Meeting held Sunday 29th July 2017.
The desired messages:
1. To accept and confess our spiritual limitations so that we may become more aware and intentional about the need to
improve that aspect of our journeys of faith and service;
2. To serve as an invitation and encouragement to others struggling with similar issues out there to view our congregation as a
place they can come, feel accepted and made to feel at home.
Finally, as a congregation, our prayer focus should be to connect, explore and grow together in God’s word and service no
matter where one might be in his /her Christian walk. Throughout this fall and beyond, let us open ourselves to the leading
and guidance of the Holy Spirit to direct our thoughts and actions in our efforts at reaching out to touch and transform lives in
the name of Jesus Christ.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Jakes
SCRIPTURES AND THEMES: 10/ 2017Pentecost – 17th /
Holy Communion Sunday 10/01/2017
Psalm 46: 1-10
1Kings 19: 10-13
1John 3: 11-17
Theme: Follow the Owner’s directions #3

Pentecost - 18th Sunday
10/08/2017
Deuteronomy 15: 9-11
2Peter 1:1-7
Luke 16: 1-13
Theme: The unique marks of a Christian Steward…
Pentecost –19th /Laity Sunday 10/15/2017
Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23
Exodus 32: 1-14
Philippians 4: 1-9
Theme: You are INVITED
Pentecost – 20th Sunday 10/22/2017
Psalm 99: 1ff.
Exodus 33: 12-23
1Thessalonians 1: 1-10
Matthew 22: 15-22
Theme: Give to God what is God’s ….
Pentecost – 21st Sunday 10/29/2017
Psalm90: 1-6, 13-17
Deuteronomy 34: 1-12
1Corinthians 13: 1-13
Matthew 22: 34-40
Theme: Love- The Greatest Commandment

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
9:00 am
Morning Worship
10:00 am
Fellowship Time
11:15 am
Keith Griffin Pokemon League
1:00 pm
Casa de Dios Worship Service
5:00 pm
Each Monday
OFFICE CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
6:30 pm
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Noon
Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
7:30 pm
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Noon
Sunday, October 1
FFRANK Breakfast
9:00 am
Crop Walk
Noon
Thursday, October 5
Circuit Meeting Trinity UMC
9:00 am
Sunday, October 8
Hospitality Meeting
11:00 am
Saturday, October 14
Controlling Community Violence
9:00 am
Tuesday, October 17
Finance Meeting
6:00 pm
Council Meeting
7:00 pm
Friday, October 20
Spaghetti Dinner Setup
1 – 3:00pm & 3 – 5:00 pm
Saturday, October 21
Spaghetti Dinner Setup
1:00 – 3:00 pm
Spaghetti Dinner
3:00 – 7:00 pm
Monday, October 30
Hot Meal
4:30 pm

To all our “Birth Days,
anniversaries and other
milestones celebrants of this
blessed month of October 2017,
we prayerfully wish you all
God’s richest blessings.
May God’s presence and power
continue to be upon you,
reassuring you and your
families God’s constant love
and grace now and many more
years to come through Jesus
Christ our Lord and Friend.
Amen!
Shalom!!
Rev. Jakes
HAPPY BIRTHDAY’S IN
OCTOBER
4 - Laurie Lewis
14 - Danny Buhler
16 - Mark Buhler
Marilyn Nelson
17 - Roger Oakley
21 – Lorena Dahn
23 - Angel Thiel
24 - Jane Crawford
24 – Trevor Rasmussen
25 - Rick Michael
28 - Jacob Boehm
HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES IN
OCTOBER
2 - Pete & Tracie Feest
3 - Robb & Becky Meredith
12 - Andy & Jill DeRosia
14 - Harvey & Carol Randecker
17 – Dean & Brittany Piliouras
18 - Ben & Amanda Schnaare
24 - Rick & Beth Michael
26 – Jean & Keith Whiteside
30 - Rick & Eva Hoaglund
ALTAR FLOWERS IN
OCTOBER
181522- Patti Walker
29-

USHER SCHEDULE
October1
Jeff Fernholz
August Grulich
Ricky Castro
October 8
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan Rosellini
October 15
Chuck & Jean Harmon
Dave Johnson
October 22
Roger & Betty Oakley
August Grulich
October 29
Jeff Fernholz
Ricky Castro
Dave Johnson
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR OCTOBER
October’s offering will benefit
UNICEF. Simply place your
change in the small brown
envelope found in the pew racks
or on the sanctuary tables and
place it in the offering plate.
Your continued support of our
various mission projects is greatly
appreciated.

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR
OCTOBER
will be tooth paste. Bring your
donation to church on any Sunday
of the month and place it in the
crates located near the church
entrances. All items will be taken
to the North Side Food Bank at
Trinity UMC for distribution.
Thanks.

HOT MEAL PROGRAM - First
Church is responsible for the Hot
Meal at St. Luke’s Hospitality
Center on Monday, October 30th.
We will be needing volunteers.
If you can help by providing a
casserole or with serving & clean
up, please sign on the sheets
located on the tables in the
sanctuaries. Thank you for your
continued support of this
Outreach ministry.

SPAGHETTI DINNER!!! 🍅🍅🍅
We look forward to seeing you at the First Church
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser to be held on 10/21.
Dinner will be served from 4:00-7:00pm. Tickets are
available by calling the church office at 633-7632 or
after church service.

THE SLICE
God's Cheezeheads youth group, is in full swing. We
are welcoming all new 6th -12th graders to join our
fun, every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Currently meeting at First UMC 6pm. Come hang
out!

The Spaghetti Dinner is a fundraiser for the First
Church Jabez School Mission Project. By supporting
this school we continue to help underprivileged
children in Liberia. ❤️

In October the youth group will be starting a
fundraiser called penny wars, it will run all
four Sunday's at all three churches. Rules and church
prize TBA

If you would like to help with preparation for the
dinner, please sign-up on the sheets located in back of
the church sanctuary or call the church office.
Donations to help cover the cost of the spaghetti
dinner can be placed in the offering plate or mailed to
First Church; please specifically mark contribution as
being for the Spaghetti Dinner.

October 18th youth group meeting will be held at
Faith UMC. We will be meeting with Shakinah Glorys
youth members also.

Thanks so much for your support of the Jabez School
Mission Project! Hope to see you at the dinner. (And
remember if you attend the dinner, you can participate
in the raffle for 2 Packer Tickets to the 11/6 Detroit
Lions game at Lambeau Field!)
Blessings,
The Hospitality Team of First Church

***SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE***
Through the generosity of our dearly departed Edie
Andersen, the United Methodist Women are offering
a $500.00 scholarship to any member of First Church
in their second year or beyond attending a college,
university, or tech school. Please contact Carol Feest
(pfeestsr@wi.rr.com) for an application.

Just For information of Future dates:
Cookie baking Dec TBA
Cookie walk fundraiser December TBA
Lock-in Dec TBA
Pizza fundraiser begins Jan TBA
Pizza making pick up Feb 4th
Lasagna dinner fundraiser April /may 2018
Craft fair 1st Sunday in Aug. 2018
Amanda and I are looking to start a Epworth league
chapter in the area. Young adults 18-35. It will
combined with the already fabulous program that
Amanda has running.
We are currently looking for mentors who are
themselves in their 50s and have children or had
children in college. Please contact Beckie LaSchiava
at 262-672-5597. Call or text.
Or email ruby0074@gmail.com
Or Amanda Schnaare at First UMC.
Thank you Beckie
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***COMING UP VERY SOON!!***
Our Charge Conference is scheduled for Tuesday 5th
December 2017 at 7:p.m in the Fellowship Hall. The
Rev. Dr. Don Francis will be presiding. As usual, all
those in leadership positions that report to the Charge
Conference, please begin and complete your reports by
Wednesday 15th November2017. Remember, the
system of reporting has changed from papers to
online! If you have not received the online
information, please let either Liza or me know so we
can make it available. Moreover, if don’t have asset to
inter computer/internet, ask Liza to down load the
forms for you. Please return the filled out forms to
Liza so she can enter the information on the District’s
website.
Thanks for all you do on behalf Jesus Christ through our
congregation. May God Almighty continue to increase
you in strength and wisdom in the name of Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY NEEDED:
The unexpected resignation of our Coordinator
of Family Education and Nurture Ministries,
Amanda Schnaare, left us with such deep pit in
our ministries that that needs to be filled! We
would like to kindly ask members of the
Teams on Hospitality, Mission and other
interested persons to help with the following
programs: Children Church School; Children
Christmas Program; Santa Breakfast and etc.
As the Spirit of the Lord moves your heart to
help, please contact either Jayne DresenChair, Hospitality Team, Deb JohnsonChair, Mission Team or Rev. Jakes.
Remember, Jesus has no other hands, no other
feet, no other arms, but ours together! We are
the Church, and nothing would ever happen
unless we offer our gifts/talents, time and
services to meet the needs of our congregation.
Thanks to all who are already involved! For
those yet to get on board, do not quench God’s
Spirit that indwells you! Wake up and do some
help for the sake and to the glory of Jesus
Christ!

UMW NEWS
The United Methodist Women Fall Luncheon
was hosted by Jean Harmon assisted by Kay
McClelland. Kay also provided the devotions.
Marilyn Nelson presented the questions:
“Why UMW? Is it Relevant in Today’s
World?”
Officers for 2018 were elected. We will be
contributing $500.00 to the Pastor’s
Emergency Fund. The next meeting will be
December 14. All women are encouraged to
attend.
54 sack lunches were prepared and distributed
September 16. A big thank you to those who
prepared the sandwiches and assembles the
sack lunches for this important mission: Earl
Christianson, Jayne Dressen, Carol Feest, Jane
Jarrett, Betty Lipor, Marilyn Nelson and Gwen
Swanson.

Upcoming UMW dates:
October 7 – South East District Fall Gathering
– Whitewater First UMC “ Celebrate the Call
to Community with Learning, Singing,
Fellowship and Sharing” Keynote speaker will
be Rev. Awilda Nolla, whose book, “In the
Waiting Room” is a testimony to God’s
presence with us in the midst of adversity.
October 21 – Conference Annual Gathering –
Waukesha First UMC “A Call to Community.”
Speakers include Barbara Dick and the
Milwaukee Muslim Women’s Coalition

Input for ENews

.

If you have a Conference-related event, a hallelujah
moment or a newsworthy story that you want included
in ENEWS, or if you have a
suggestion for ENEWS,
contact: mvirnig@wisconsinumc.org. Please send
your submissions by the Friday
prior to the week you would like the information
featured. Note that ENEWS is also posted weekly on
the Wisconsin Conference website. If you
experience a web problem after hours, please report
the issue to 608-729-4349.

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
The Hospitality Committee will meet, after
church service, on October 8, 2017. The
primary focus for these meetings will be to
plan the Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser which
will be held on October 21st.

In need of Volunteers for
Communion Sunday’s
We are in need of 4 people to help with
Communion on Sunday Nov 5 and Dec 3.
If your able to help please email Marcia
at jmsfernholz@msn.com or call (262)681-7515.
Thank you for your help :)

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
Join other Christians around the world as we come
together to share the sacrament of Holy Communion
during worship on Sunday, October 1st. You’ll find a
special offering envelope in your bulletin on that
Sunday. The United Methodist World Communion
Sunday offering makes a difference for people like
Chelsea Tubbs. Growing up in a loving family,
Chelsea Tubbs was active in school sports and
activities at Burton’s Chapel United Methodist church,
Cookeville, Tennessee. “The church has kept me
grounded and has always been there to support me and
reward me for my accomplishments,” she said.
Thanks for your gifts on World Communion Sunday,
Ethnic Scholar Chelsea can pursue a law career.
Thanks for your support of our Special Sunday
Offerings.

SHOP NOW FOR SCHOOL SUPPLIES!
First Church is collecting school supplies to be
given to our teachers who will then distribute
them to students as they see a need. Bring
your donations to church anytime and place
them in the special box near the church office.
Several agencies around town distribute school
supplies to students but none to teachers who
many times use their own money to buy
supplies. Thanks for your help with this
mission project.
Newsletter Deadline for November
If you’d like to have anything in the November
Newsletter please have the information to the
office by October 24, 2017
Thank you!!
Liza

As announced on Sunday September 24, I am stepping down as Family &
Education Nurture Ministry Coordinator. It is a very important post in the
life of our church and I pray that it is filled with someone who can devote
themselves to it fully. My family life has become more dependent on me being
home on week nights and therefore I am no longer able to meet the needs of
the position. I want to thank you all for your support, encouragement and
prayers during the little over a year I have held the post. I hope you
understand how difficult this decision was to make, especially with the
Michael family legacy in mind.
I have been given the kindest of send offs and I hope you understand that I
need time to separate myself from the job before jumping back into volunteer
opportunities within the church. I wish God’s blessings for this loving
congregation.
In His Love,
Amanda Schnaare

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
745 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403-1211

First United Methodist Church
The Vision statement:
• To provide a community for people to experience God
and find inspiration for daily living.
The Mission statement:
• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully
through Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and
others.
“A perfect church for imperfect people”

