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THE STEWARD THAT I AM….”
Fellow Stewards and friends of Racine First United Methodist Church, let me quickly
welcome each of you and your respective family back to Church. It’s been my prayer that
your summer breaks, especially for the members of our dynamic choir, would go well so
that we may return with great and exceeding joy to our Church as stewards of this
divinely formed and inspired community. “Do not give up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another-and all the more as you see the Day
approaching. (Heb. 10:25).
In the above paragraph, I used the word “Stewards” instead of “Members” to welcome
you back into fellowship of our Church. This is intentional because I would like to
introduce to you a six weeks sermon series based on being a “Steward” and
“Stewardship” in the fall. My goal would be to help us derive clarity around the biblical
and theological meanings of the words “Steward” and “Stewardship” as we journey
together in Faith and Service.
It is no secret that the words “steward” and “stewardship” are amongst the most
misinterpreted, misunderstood and misused words today by both believers and the
Unchurched. As the results, whenever any of these words are mentioned inside or outside
the church, our first thought would be “Money” and “Giving” toward programs such as
capital campaign, money to pay church’s bills etc, despite the vivid teachings enshrined
in the Bible. For examples: In the Old Testament a “steward” is a person who is ‘over a
house’ (Gn.43:19; 44:4; Is. 22:15, etc.). In the New Testament there are two words
translated steward: epitropos (Mt. 20:8; Gal. 4:2), i.e. one to whose care or honor one has
been entrusted, a curator, a guardian; and oikonomos (Lk. 16:2-3; 1 Cor. 4:1-2; Tit. 1:7),
i.e. a manager, a governor -from the word oikos (‘house’) and nemo (‘to dispense’ or ‘to
manage’). The word is used to describe the function of delegated responsibility, as in the
parables of the laborers, and the unjust steward. ( Matt. 20:1-16; LK. 16:1-13). In
summary, a “Steward” is one who manages, while “Stewardship” is the act of managing.
In other words God is not God taking something from us; it is His method of bestowing
His richest gifts upon His people. The Bible further tells us and we believe that, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1). This affirmation puts
God in the position of being “The Owner” of all things made, including you and me. We
then become “Stewards”-managers, caretakers, superintendents, etc. of that which God
has entrusted to us.
For a better illustration, Stewardship is not a synonym for giving, but an “Antonym”words having opposite meanings. In giving we “Deploy” while in stewardship we
“Retain” what is left in our possessions. Someone has likened Stewardship to a three
legged stool as seen on the top of this page:

The first leg represents God as the sole “Owner” of everything. (Haggai 2:8). Second leg reminds us that God owns
us twice: 1st God owns us as our Creator, ( Gene. 1:26-27). And 2nd God redeemed/ purchased us through the blood
of Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13-14).
Finally, the third leg represents God calling and entrusting us to be stewards of all His resources, including ourselves
and all we have. The third leg makes a clear distinction between us and God in terms of our relationship to all the
resources available to our disposal in this life. Apostle Paul further reminds us: “For we brought nothing into this
world….”(1Timothy 6:7). Yes, God owns everything!! We are only “Stewards/Managers” serving on God’s terms.
As stewards, we are to be wise, but even prayerfully plan, manage and administer the “Owner’s/God’s” entrusted
resources to His honor and glory!
In conclusion, I would like to invite you to think through these two self-evaluation questions with me: 1. What kind
of a steward am I? And 2. Am I the lord of my life?
Enjoy the rest of your summer breaks/ vacations as we prayerfully look forward to a very blessed time together in the
fall in the name of Jesus Christ.
Shalom,
Rev. Jakes

Latest Conference News
New Church/Charge Conference Forms
The Wisconsin Conference is pleased to announce our
new completely online, paperless Church/Charge
Conference forms for 2017. All clergy should have
received their forms via email, and can begin
completing the forms as soon as they are ready. This
new system is easy-to-use and efficient; and has been
tested by several churches. Since the forms are all
online, both the Conference office and the church
using them will save money on paper, printing costs,
postage and labor. Forms are completely secure since
they are protected from public access using a unique
link for each charge. To help, the Conference IT office
and the District Office Managers have collaborated on
a resource page available via the Conference website,
which includes more information and short tutorials.
praise.wisconsinumc.org/chargeconf/D4Y28E9Q
If anyone needs additional help, they should call their
District Office Manager. All clergy are encouraged to
submit their forms in a timely manner.
Celebrate and Support World Communion Day
The celebration of World Communion Sunday is
October 1st. On this Special Sunday of The United
Methodist Church, not only do we celebrate our unity
in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, but we also come
together as United Methodists to lift up underserved

students with a special offering. Our gifts help provide
scholarships for racial and ethnic minority students,
removing the financial obstacles for young men and
women for whom education is difficult, if not
impossible to access. Through our connectional
giving, many first-generation students will be able to
attend college. Remember to share this good news
with your congregation and celebrate with on Oct. 1.

Input for ENews

.

If you have a Conference-related event, a hallelujah
moment or a newsworthy story that you want included
in ENEWS, or if you have a
suggestion for ENEWS,
contact: mvirnig@wisconsinumc.org. Please send
your submissions by the Friday
prior to the week you would like the information
featured. Note that ENEWS is also posted weekly on
the Wisconsin Conference website. If you
experience a web problem after hours, please report
the issue to 608-729-4349.

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES: 09/2017
Pentecost - 13th /Holy Communion Sunday
09/03/2017
Genesis 1: 1-2, 26-28
Psalm 24:1-4
Haggai 2:1-8
Titus 2:1-13
John 1: 1-5
Theme: On being a “Steward”- if not mine, whose
stuff is it….?
th

Pentecost - 14 Sunday
09/10/2017
Job 41: 1-11
Matthew 26: 36-39
Theme: The fundamental question that changes
everything…..
15th

Pentecost –
Sunday
09/17/2017
Psalm 119: 105-11
Deuteronomy 8: 1-9
2Timothy 2: 8-15
Theme: Follow the owner’s directions #1
Pentecost -16th Sunday
09/24/2017
Proverbs 11: 11-14
James 1: 19-25
Hebrews 13:11-17
Theme: Follow the owner’s directions #2
Pentecost – 17th / Holy Communion Sunday
10/01/2017
Psalm 46: 1-10
1Kings 19: 10-13
1John 3: 11-17
Theme: Follow the Owner’s directions #3
Pentecost - 18th Sunday
10/08/2017
Deuteronomy 15: 9-11
2Peter 1:1-7
Luke 16: 1-13
Theme: The unique marks of a Christian Steward…

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Morning Worship
Fellowship Time
Keith Griffin Pokemon League
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday
OFFICE CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Choir Rehearsal
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Saturday, September 2
Controlling Community Violence
Sunday, September 3
FFRANK Breakfast
Wednesday, September 6
Choir Rehearsal Resumes
Youth Group
Friday September 8
Family Movie Night
Saturday September 16
Fun Fest
Sunday September 17
National Back to Church Sunday
Sunday School Starts
Hospitality Meeting
Tuesday September 19
Survey Meeting
Wednesday September 20
Youth Group
Saturday September 23
Controlling Community Violence

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
1:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
Noon
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
Noon

9:00 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
2:00 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am

Save the Date:
Saturday October 1
Crop Walk
Sunday October 8
Hospitality Meeting
Saturday October 21
Spaghetti Dinner
Wednesday October 25
Costume Party
Monday October 30
Hot Meal

Noon
11:00 am
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

To all our “Birth Days,
anniversaries and other
milestones celebrants of this
blessed month of September
2017, we prayerfully wish you
all God’s richest blessings.
May God’s presence and power
continue to be upon you,
reassuring you and your
families God’s constant love
and grace now and many more
years to come through Jesus
Christ our Lord and Friend.
Amen!
Shalom!!
Rev. Jakes
HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
SEPTEMBER!!
1 - Carol Buhler
Marcia Fernholz
2 - Sandy Koleske
6 - Dick Hannon
7 - Melissa LaChance
8 - Jean Harmon
Peggy Larson
9 - Joyce Stearns
10 - Brittany Piliouras
Melanie Guckenberger
Shannon Hirth
12 - Bev Christensen
16 - Chuck Bragg
17 - Al Feest
22 - Jill DeRosia
Fred Knobel
30 - Peter Feest Jr.
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN
SEPTEMBER!!
1 - Al & Dee Feest
Fritz & Lenore Creuziger
2 - Scott & Connie Boehm
3 - Dave Johnson & Ellen
Spiering
5 - Paul & Peggy Nejedly
16 - Scott & Wendy Toutant
22 - Mike & Ruthann Grayson

ALTAR FLOWERS IN
SEPTEMBER
3 – Paul & Peg Nejedly
10 – Ed & Melanie
Guckenberger
17 – Pete & Carol Feest

USHER SCHEDULE
September 3
Roger & Betty Oakley
Jan Rosellini
September 10
Dave Johnson
Ricky Castro
August Grulich
September 17
Chuck & Jean Harmon
Jeff Fernholz
September 24
Roger & Betty Oakley
Jan Rosellini
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION
Our item for September will be
canned fruit. Bring your
contributions to the church any
time and place them in the crates
near the entrances. Thanks for
your continued support of the
food banks of Racine.

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR SEPTEMBER
The loose change offering for
September will be the Pastor’s
Emergency Fund which is
continuing from August thru
September. Your contribution to
the Pastor’s Emergency Fund will
allow us to assist as many people
as possible. Please place your
“loose change” or more in the
small brown envelopes found on
the sanctuary tables or in the pew
racks and place it in the offering
plate. Thanks for supporting
these mission projects!

UMW Fall Meeting
The United Methodist Women
will meet September 14th for a
Fall Luncheon. Marilyn Nelson
will present the program “Why
UMC? Why is it relevant in
today’s world?” The cost for the
luncheon is $8.00. Reservations
can be made by calling Lenore or
the church office. All women of
church are invited to attend.

Choir Announcement
Summer is quickly coming to an
end and we are anxious to fill our
choir loft again for the fall
season. This is an invitation for
any of you interested in joining
the choir – whether you have
sung with us in the past or not.
Enthusiasm, love of music, and
love of the Lord are the most
important qualifications!
Rehearsals will begin on
Wednesday, September 6th at
6:00 pm. Any Questions?
See Nancy Cook
In need of Volunteers for
Communion Sunday
Get a hold of Marcia Fernholz if
interested.
Thank you in advance!!

It is remarkable to think that another summer is coming to a close. We see advertisements for Labor Day sales and
Back-to-School shopping. We try to squeeze in one last cookout or 18 holes. The change in seasons brings us back to
routine, back to learning and back to church. There are many exciting things happening with First Church this
month, try something new or return to your old favorites!
Sunday September 3 is our monthly FFRANC breakfast beginning at 9am in the social room.
Every Wednesday our Young Adult Dinner & Discussion group meet at 7:30 to share in a thought provoking
video study and a free meal.
Friday September 8 join us for our Family Movie Night. We provide the movie and the popcorn! We gather
starting at 6pm. Bring friends!!!

Saturday September 16th: Our 3rd Annual First United Neighborhood Festival
(F.U.N. Fest) will be held in our parking lot from 2pm to 5pm. Join us for music, food
and games! Volunteers are desperately needed, sign up in the rear of the sanctuary or
contact me with any questions!
Sunday September 17th is National Back to Church Sunday, but most importantly it is the first day of children’s
Sunday School. Any third-grade students will receive their bibles during service. If you have any questions, please
ask me. (Adult class meets continuously with Faith to Life at 9am on Sunday mornings.)
Our Youth Group meets the First and Third Wednesdays at 6pm. Contact Scott McClelland with any questions.
As our thirst for knowledge grows with the school year back in session, let us open our hearts to the All Knowing
and do His work. As the song goes:
“Gather us in…
We are the young – our lives are a mystery
we are the old – who yearns for your face.
we have been sung throughout all of history
called to be light to the whole human race.”
In His Love,
Amanda Schnaare
Family Education & Nurture Ministry Coordinator
Ladymae13@aol.com
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The Vision statement:
• To provide a community for people to experience God
and find inspiration for daily living.
The Mission statement:
• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully
through Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and
others.
“A perfect church for imperfect people”

