The First Word
First United Methodist Church, Racine
745 Main Street,
Racine, WI 53403
262-633-7632
racine1umc@tds.net
www.1umcracine.org
Jakes Voker
Pastor
Liza Michna
Administrative
Assistant
Jeff Fernholz
Treasurer
Sue Mills
Financial Secretary
Fred Ganaway
Church Council
Chairperson
Chuck Bragg
Trustee Chairperson
Judith Schulz
Church Historian
Sue Mills
Parish Visitor
Nancy Cook
Organist
Jeanne Whiteside
Media Coordinator
Amanda Schnaare
Family Ed & Nurture
Coordinator
Joy McClelland
Custodian

GIFTED FOR THE COMMON GOOD

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may
pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the
power for ever and ever. Amen. (1Peter4: 7-11).
One of the key tasks of every human being on this planet is seeking for meaning in his
or her life. I don’t believe it is at all satisfying to think our lives have no more meaning
than just being born, living a short while, then dying. While it could be true that the
Bible does not clearly tell us the meaning of life, but it does tell God's purposes for us,
and it is in fulfilling those purposes that we can find true and satisfying meanings for
our lives. Two of God’s primary purposes for human life are: 1.To live in community and
2. To be stewards of that community as recorded in the creation stories, especially the
Genesis 1:26-28 account.
God understood the challenges associated with being “Stewards/Managers” of this
divine and complex world community. Therefore, God has equipped each of us, his
stewards, with specific gifts and talents that, when used in accordance with his will,
would give every member of the community the desired joy and pleasure of his/her life.
The Apostle Peter along with Paul and other disciples remind us that the Creator of the
human family did not send anyone in this world without a gift or a capacity to learn a
skill so as to live a purposeful life irrespective of age level. However, whatever one’s gift
might be, it is not only meant to satisfy his or her own egos, but to be used for the
common good of all in the community to the glory of God!
We at Racine First UM Church are no exceptions to these facts. Our congregation is
immensely blessed with gifted, talented, skilled and innovative members to all of we
are thankful, and for all of whom we are deeply grateful to God! As you might be
aware, we are prayerfully on the path of “Discerning and Re-envisioning” the ministry
and missional directions of our congregation anew! Our goals are to come up with an
explicit vision, and to streamline our missional/out-reach efforts. We believe a clearly
stated vision and well defined mission program would reduce the tendency of
spreading those involved thinly and would minimize burn out! Most importantly, this
would ensure effective and efficient outreach into our community.

The Discernment and Re-envisioning process began on Saturday 29th of July 2017 with more than twenty people
in attendance. Thanks to all who showed up and contributed to this very important process.
We accomplished a lot during the meeting, but would list just a few: 1. We simplified our “Vision and Mission
Statements!” We made them easy to read and remember as you may see on this edition of our monthly
newsletter; and 2. We reviewed and streamlined our numerous ministry and mission projects and set up a
strategy team to finalize the process and report back to the Leadership Team shortly. It is our hopes and prayers
that all of us, endowed with all the invaluable gifts of talents, skills, abilities, resources, and the capacity for
innovation, would get on board. Again, with our collective prayers, efforts, and hearts to reach the unchurched in
our community, God can accomplish the vitality, vibrancy, and both numerical and spiritual growth we so much
desire of our congregation.
Again, thanks for all you are, and all you do through Racine 1 st UMC because of your faith in and love of Jesus
Christ!
You all have a very blessed summer!
In His service together,
Rev. Jakes

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES- 08/2017
Pentecost – 9th Sunday/Holy Communion- 08/06/2017
Genesis 32: 22-31
Psalm 17: 1-7
Romans 9: 1-5
John 1: 35-42
Theme: The power of a name
Pentecost – 10th Sunday -08/13/2017
Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28
Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b
Romans 10: 5-15
Matthew 14: 22-33
Theme: Who are you in the crowd?
Pentecost - 11th Sunday - 08/20/2017
Genesis 45: 1-15
Psalm 13:1ff.
Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15: 10-20, 21-28
Theme: As the Tide turns, how do you respond?
Pentecost – 12th Sunday – 08/27/2017
Exodus 1: 8-2:2:10
Psalm 124:1ff.
Romans 12: 1-8
Matthew 16: 13-20
Theme: In Times of crisis of belief…..

Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Morning Worship
Fellowship Time
Keith Griffin Pokemon League
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday
OFFICES CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Tuesday, August 1
Nation Night Out
Wednesday, August 2
Youth Group Meeting
Sunday, August 6
FFRANC breakfast
Friday, August 11
Movie Night
Saturday, August 12
Controlling Community Violence
Sunday, August 13
Hospitality Meeting
Tuesday, August 15
Finance Meeting
Council Meeting
Wednesday, Aug 16
Youth Group Meeting

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
1:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
Noon
7:30 pm
Noon
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am
6:00 pm
9:00 am
11:15 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm

Our summers are full of festivals and fireworks, camping and cookouts, road trips and recreation.
How blessed are we that we can spend time relaxing with friends and family during this green
season? God’s blessings show up when we least expect them, don’t forget to take time this summer
to worship with us! We look ahead to:
Sunday August 6
We have our monthly FFRANC breakfast at 9 am. Bring a friend or a few to share in this delicious
free meal.
Our Youth and Young Adults will be leaving for the Christian Discipleship Farm for a week of
service and worship. Keep them and their good deeds in your prayers.
Wednesdays on the 2nd, 16th, 23rd Young Adult Dinner & Discussion group meets in the Social
Room for a free meal and a video led discussion. 7:30 – 9:00pm
Wednesdays on the 2nd and 16th are Youth Group Meetings 6pm
Friday August 11th is Family Movie Night! We provide a movie and the popcorn! All are welcome
to attend.
Our church had a wonderful July between the food booth, FFRANC and First Alive potlucks,
Grandparents’ Camp, our lively VBS and our discernment meeting. Thank you to everyone who
worked hard on these endeavors!!! It is because of you we can continue to do God’s work and reach
all of God’s people.
In His Love,
Amanda

To all our “Birth Days,
anniversaries and other
milestones celebrants of this
blessed month of August 2017,
we prayerfully wish you all
God’s richest blessings.
May God’s presence and power
continue to be upon you,
reassuring you and your families
God’s constant love and grace
now and many more years to
come through Jesus Christ our
Lord and Friend.
Amen!
Shalom!!
Rev. Jakes

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR AUGUST

The loose change offering for
August will benefit our Pastor’s
Emergency Fund. Each day
members of the community
come to First Church seeking
help with paying rent and/or
utility bills, needing copies of
birth certificates and many other
requests for assistance. Your
donation to the loose change
offering will help us help others.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
AUGUST!

4 - Judy Kara
5 - Jakes Voker
10 -Wendy Toutant
11 - Chuck Harmon
Marilyn Kappel
20 - Joe Sens
22 - Meghan Fernholz
Scott Randecker
23 - Hunter DeRosier
27 - Helen Botsford
Beth Michael
29 - Elissa Pischke
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN
AUGUST!!

4 - Jim & Sue Ott-Holland
5 - Ed & Melanie Guckenberger
31 - Fred & Debby Ganaway
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

Our item for August will be
cans of pork & beans. Place
your donations in the crates
located near the church
entrances. Thanks for your
continued support.

USHER SCHEDULE
August 6
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan Rosellini
August 13
Chuck & Jean Harmon
August Grulich
August 20
Jeff Fernholz
Ricky Castro
Dave Johnson
August 27
Roger & Betty Oakley
August Grulich
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.

FAITH TO LIFE BIBLE
STUDY
Faith to Life bible studies new
books are in. Pick up your copy of
Moses In the Footsteps of the
Reluctant Prophet by Adam
Hamilton. The cost for the book is
$10.00 and you can pick up a copy
in the church office.

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
The Hospitality Committee will
meet, after church services, on
8/13, 9/17 and 10/8. The primary
focus for these meetings will be to
plan the Spaghetti Dinner Fund
Raiser which will be held
on10/14.
SAVE THE DATE: Spaghetti
Dinner fundraiser will be held on
10/14 at First Church. More
information will be shared soon!

YOUTH TO ATTEND
CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE FARM
AUGUST 6 – AUGUST 12
Several of our youth will be
attending the Christian Disciple
Farm where they will be working
with disabled persons as they enjoy
the experience of a camp setting.
Activities will include being a
“buddy” to the campers, helping
with camp maintenance and other
projects that may arise.
Please keep our members in your
prayers as they participate in this
mission project with other youth
and adults.

Dear Members and Friends
You are invited to be a part of our FFRANC
(Fellowship of Families, Relatives, Acquaintances,
Neighbors, and Co-workers) breakfast on Sunday,
August 6 at 9:00 am. We have National Night Out
coming up on Tuesday August 1. If you can, please try
to be a part of these activities or donate to them.

Family Movie Night is Friday
august 11th
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Come have some fun!!
Bring a friend or two

FFRANC Sunday offers opportunities for all members
of our congregation and their invitees to gather on
the first Sunday of each month for a time of fellowship
and to celebrate the blessings of special days in their
lives over delicious breakfast. Those special days may
include birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, newly
wedded, first job, etc. We note that you have a special
event happening in your life in August.
August’s FFRANC event will be sponsored by the
people who were recognized as having special occasions
in July. Thereafter, on the first Sunday of each
subsequent month, people whose special days were
celebrated in the preceding month, along with the entire
congregation, will provide the breakfast for those
celebrating in the current month. The FFRANC
Breakfast has been a resounding success. Let’s keep it
going!
Again, we would like to encourage everyone to invite
someone and be present at each celebration, even if you
aren’t able to bring a dish! We prayerfully look forward
to a joyful celebration with you at each
FFRANC Sunday, all in the name of Jesus Christ, the
one in whom our joy is made complete!

SHOPPING FOR THE CHURCH
If anyone needs supplies for the church you can leave
me a list in my mailbox and I’ll pick those items up. If
items are needed by a certain time please indicate that
on the note. Thank you Liza ☺

If you’d like any information in The First Word
you can email racine1umc@tds.net or call 6337632 and give me your information.
Liza

Sincerely,
The Team on Hospitality
The First Word is published monthly by First United
Methodist Church
745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403
Phone: 262-633-7632
Email – racine1umc@tds.net or pastorfumcr@tds.net
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon
Pastor – Jakes S. Voker
Editor – Liza Michna

LATEST CONFERENCE NEWS
Make A-New Wisconsin: Share Your Stories
What will it take to move us from the invitation to
Imagine Wisconsin Anew to the challenge to Make ANew Wisconsin? We will be exploring together all of
the possibilities--so we invite you to think in real and
concrete ways how we can engage in mercy and justice
ministries; launch new faith opportunities and revitalize
existing congregations; feed people in body, mind, soul,
and Spirit through Soul Food ministries; and welcome
people of all nations, races, ethnicities, and
backgrounds. Share our series of videos in worship; at
council meetings; in the narthex, fellowship hall, or
lobby. The time is ripe for change, and the Holy Spirit is
moving to transform and revitalize our Wisconsin
United Methodist congregations. View the videos here.
In addition, we want to hear your stories of how you are
transforming your congregation, and reaching out
beyond your church walls to help others in your
community. Send your photos, videos and stories
to media@wisconsinumc.org or call Michele Virnig at
888-240-7328. We want to share your stories to inspire
others to Make A-New Wisconsin.

Register Today for 2017 Stewardship Retreat
Spots are filling up fast, so register today for
“Stewardship In The Digital Age,” the 2017 Stewardship
Retreat sponsored by the Wisconsin United Methodist
Foundation at Pine Lake Camp. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
will kick off the retreat with a presentation on the
“Theology of Generosity.” Other talks and workshops
will concentrate on one of two tracks: “Essentials of
Stewardship” and “Digital Stewardship”. Bring yourself
or your whole church team for one or two days to create
or refine your annual stewardship plan, and attend
workshops on current and compelling stewardship
topics. There will be plenty of time for enjoying
beautiful Pine Lake Camp. See wumf.org/upcomingevents for workshop and registration details.

Annual Conference Highlights
Our Wisconsin Annual Conference session is over; but
have you shared the highlights with your church? Here is
a summary of the three days. You can also continue to
access the live streams from Annual Conference 2017 on
our YouTube channel. For your convenience, here are
links to Bishop’s State of the Church, Ordination
Service, and Bishop’s Presentation at Learning Day.
United Methodist Communications posts all Annual
Conference reports on the UMC.org website. Read
reports from all over the U.S. here.

Mentor a Young Person in Your Life Toward
Their Call from God
God calls every person in a way that combines their
interests, faith, and gifts. But oftentimes, young people
don’t know how to listen for God’s voice. You can help
– become a mentor to a young person in your
community and help them discover their vocational
calling. The Timothy Circle has created an online
mentor training workshop to give adults the tools and
resources to be successful mentors. The 4-week
workshop costs just $45 and connects participants to a
community of fellow mentors, as well as a database of
volunteer, work, and educational opportunities to help
young people clarify their call.
Visit TimothyCircle.com to sign up for an upcoming
training. The Timothy Circle is a joint project of the
Foundation for Evangelism (known for their Denman
Awards) and the Richard and Julia Wilke Institute for
Discipleship (founded by the authors of DISCIPLE Bible
Study).

HALLELUJAH MOMENTS
Madison: Asbury UMC Youth Make a Difference
During Milwaukee Mission Trip
A week-long mission trip to Milwaukee for the youth
group at Asbury United Methodist Church in Madison
wasn’t just about scraping, painting and weeding. The
trip also allowed for interaction with children from the
neighborhood. Read all about their volunteer efforts and
what they learned from this special experience, as
reported in the Wisconsin State Journal.
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First United Methodist Church
The Vision statement:
• To provide a community for people to experience God
and find inspiration for daily living.
The Mission statement:
• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through
Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others.
“A perfect church for imperfect people”

