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COLLABORATIVE MISSION AND MINISTRY-a Divine imperative, not an option!
5 like

living stones, let yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”. 1 Peter 2:5 (NRSV).
11 The

gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists (Missionaries), some
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ....
(Ephesians 4:11-12 (NRSV).
Whether one knows it or not, there can be no such thing as vital and vibrant Christian Ministry and Mission in
isolation of or without collaboration with others. The above two scripture lessons remind me of the inseparable
nature of Ministry and Mission partnership to which Jesus calls and equips every believer. Just as the Church is not
something we go to, but something we are, so it is with Christian Ministry and Mission. Jesus Christ calls and equips us
not to do, but to be in-mission and ministry relationships with one another and our neighbors in ways that truly enliven and
vividly express God’s love and care for an estranged world. Such love and care are made manifest through God’s incarnate
life and work in the person of Jesus Christ as he lived and walked this planet earth. Christian Ministry and Mission happen
anytime, anywhere and wherever the needs are and whenever they may arise twenty-four hours, seven days a week and
three hundred sixty five days. As believers, we are called and anointed by the Triune God to infiltrate the enemy’s lines and
set God’s people free from its power and torments. We are to expand God’s Kingdom by spreading the Good news of the
redemptive love and care of Jesus Christ both in words and deeds throughout our homes, work places, neighborhoods,
shopping centers, grocery stores, communities, nation and the world at any given time in the power and under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. Lest we forget, this daunting, yet awesome Ministry and Mission effort has never been, and never will it be
accomplished in isolation of others, be it human or divine. For instance, while the Church, (you and me), might not be perfect,
yet whenever God sees a ministry and mission need in this world, God would call upon not the angels, but the Church(you
and me). Equally so, each member of the Church counts on the corporation and God-given gifts and talents of other members
to fulfill God’s mandates of the work of Ministry and Mission. None can go at it alone! In conclusion, my thanks to all my
clergy colleagues, Lay speakers, Lay servant and members of Racine 1st UMC for the willingness to be in collaborative Ministry
and Mission with one another in our district. Specifically, your help with being on the lookout for any pastoral care needs as
well as accepting to fill the pulpit while I was on a three weeks working vacation in Liberia are deeply appreciated. All of the
ministry and Mission projects accomplished during my vacation/mission trip are the results of your willingness to be in
collaborative Ministry and Mission for the sake of your faith in and love of Jesus Christ. I also bring you all greetings and
prayers from our sisters and brothers/children in Liberia, especially the students, parents and staff of Jabez Elementary &
Junior High School. They all thanked you for the forty three pairs of soccer boots, three dozens of water bottles and assorted
used clothes and foot wears donated. The administrator and employees of Ganta United Methodist Hospital also extend
thanks and appreciation for the box of diabetic kits sent by Dr. Ellen Spiering and colleagues.
Finally, it’s a joy to be in collaborative ministry and Mission with each and all of you for the transformation of lives in our
community and the world in the name of Jesus Christ.
You all have a very blessed summer in Jesus; name.
In His service together,
Rev. Jakes

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES- 07/2017
Pentecost- 4th Sunday
07/02/2017
Genesis 22: 1-14
Psalm 18:1ff.
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42
Theme: When God says fly…
Pentecost- 5th Sunday 07/09/2017
Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45: 10-17
Romans 7: 15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Theme: Is God in your plans?
th

Pentecost- 6 Sunday 07/16/2017
Genesis 25: 19-34
Psalm 119: 105-112
Romans 8: 1-8
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Theme: Living life on God’s terms
Pentecost – 7th Sunday 07/23/2017
Genesis 28: 10-19a
Psalm 139: 1-12
Romans 8: 12-25
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
Theme: Cling to God, never let go…
Pentecost – 8th Sunday 07/30/2017
Genesis 29: 15-28
Psalm 105: 1-11
Romans 26-39
Matthew 13: 31-33, 42-52
Theme: God never gives up ….

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Morning Worship
Fellowship Time
Keith Griffin Pokemon League
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday
OFFICES CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Sunday, July 2
FFRANC breakfast
Tuesday, July 4
4th of July Food Booth
Monday, July 10
Hot Meal Program at St. Luke’s Church
Wednesday, July 12
First Alive Wednesday Pot Luck
Friday, July 14
Movie Night
Saturday, July 15
Controlling Community Violence

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
1:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
Noon
7:30 pm
Noon
9:00 am
7:00 am
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am

Grandparents Camp
Sunday July 9th – Wednesday July 12th

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday July 24th – Thursday July 28th
Our theme this year is Hero Central
Time: 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Ages 4 thru 12 years
Crafts, Snacks, Bible Lessons & Music

Happy 241st birthday to our United States. There is something so intertwined
with the concept of patriotism and faith for me. The Constitution and the
Bible are both documents that shape our concepts of identity, freedom and
purpose while posing some seemingly unattainable ideals for us all. And yet we
strive to meet those ideals and ensure the next generations have the
opportunities to do so as well. Thank you to all who have served in our armed
forces and government. Our veterans deserve to be supported and validated; God
guide us in serving all of your children as we have been empowered to do so.
God Bless America.
Join us in sharing our right to assembly and freedom of religion this coming
month!
Sunday July 2nd- FFRANC breakfast starts at 9am, this monthly potluck
celebrates the birthdays, anniversaries and joys of our congregations and all
who gather.
Crafting Conversations will resume in October, have a great summer Crafters!
Tuesday, July 4th we will be hosting our annual Food Booth during Racine’s
parade. Stop by and support our wonderful volunteers!
Wednesdays in July our Young Adult Dinner & Discussion Group meets at 7:30pm.
Join us for a FREE meal and a short video led devotion.
First Alive! Potluck falls on Wednesday July 12th, share in good food and
friends. Dinner starts at 5:30pm it is a casual meal, join in as your
schedules allow!
Family Movie Night will be on Friday July 14th. We provide a fun movie and
free popcorn! Bring some friends. 6pm-8pm
Vacation Bible School will be Monday July 24th through Thursday July 28th, we
will have programs for ages 4 through 12 years. Our theme this year is HERO
CENTRAL, 6:00pm – 8:00pm. Please see Amanda if you have any questions or would
like to volunteer!!
Thank you for your continued support of our mission and ministry in the heart
of Racine!
In His Love,
Amanda Schnaare
Family & Education Nurture Ministry Coordinator
Ladymae13@aol.com

HOT MEAL PROGRAM –
First Church is responsible for the Hot Meal at St. Luke’s Hospitality Center on Monday, July 10th.
If you can help by providing a casserole or with serving & clean up, please sign on the sheets
located on the tables in the sanctuaries. Thank you for your continued support of this Outreach

ministry.
Northside Food Pantry Summer Report:
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Cash balance-$14,508.47. If you wish to donate to the food pantry, please place a check in the collection plate and
designate food pantry. It costs approximately $100-175 every time the pantry is open. Funds go for meat purchases
and other items not provided by food bank.
Client numbers have declined from 2016(6 months) =227 to May 31=158.
o The reason for this is the food pantry on Rapids which gives out as much food as you want, as often as you
wish to visit. Clients are lining up early to receive the food; the food pantry has minimal control of how many
clients, or what food will be delivered.
o Food from this pantry is provided by Wall Mart and other grocery stores who do not supply the food bank.
The Rapids food pantry is provided food that can’t be sold because of due date, but continues to be good for
consumption.
Our combined churches have donated 2016(6982 lbs.) to 2017 (7224 lbs.)
The new united Lutherans, Pastor John Bischoff, now share space in Trinity and are part of the food pantry group.
An undercover shopper visited all Food Pantries this past year to test how clients are treated and what food was
given; we passed, thanks to the friendliness and kindness of all our Northside food group.
Starting July 1st, all clients will need to fill out new forms. For clients and workers; this is a hassle.
Other information
Free diapers are given out at Trinity on Monday from 11-1. Clients need birth certificate to take advantage of the
items.
Clients can use this system twice a month.
The mission is sponsored by a member of Trinity and has nothing to do with WIC which is a federal program. If you
wish to donate to this mission, I will take them to Trinity. They are asking for donations of diaper sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5.
Another idea for your help. Donate birthday kits to our pantry. Put a paper tablecloth, matching napkins and plates,
candles, a box of cake mix, and canned frosting inside a disposable baking pan, which goes into an extra-large Ziploc
bag. Choose a specific theme or just make it all-inclusive. Each kit is less than $10. Give a needy person or child a
happy birthday!

Thanks to our congregation for the help that you have given to First Church’s mission. Your contributions for
helping those who in need are much appreciated.
Patti Walker

4TH OF JULY FOOD BOOTH The 4th of July Parade in Racine is a marvelous tradition. Once again, on July 4th First Church will have a food
booth in the church parking lot entrance. Ellen Spiering has agreed to oversee the food booth again this year.
We will be selling hot dogs, brats, sodas, popcorn, water, coffee, nachos.. Lastly, if you cannot volunteer, we

definitely need customers. Come, spend lots of money purchasing wonderful things to eat and drink.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN JULY!
2 - Denise Ferguson
4 - Robert Pischke
Angela Ganaway
6 - Judith Schulz
Braden DeRodia
10- Jane Jarrett
Gerri Wentorf
11 - Karen Burlingame
Layne LaChance
12 - Tyler Olson
14 - Ricky Castro
15 - Juneau Toutant
17 - Ed Guckenberger
19 - Carol Feest
Cyril Thiel
20 - Cali Hageman
23 - Jim Holland
25 - Aleah Jackson
27 - Dee Feest
Betty Simonsen
Jose Burgos
Earl Christianson
29 - Corie Lovejoy
Buxton Toutant
30 - Amanda Schnaare
31 - Paul Nejedly
Dave Johnson

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN JULY!
3 - Dick & Marge Hannon
17 - Joe & Dona Sens
20 - Pete & Carol Feest
21 - Jim & Janet Rosellini

ALTAR FLOWERS IN JULY
29–
16 – Patti Walker
23 –
30 –

USHER SCHEDULE
July 2
Jeff Fernholz
August Grulich
Ricky Castro
July 9
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan Rosellini
July 16
Chuck & Jean Harmon
Dave Johnson
July 23
Roger & Betty Oakly
August Grulich
July 30
Jeff Fernholz
Ricky Castro
Dave Johnson
If you are unable to be a greeter/usher on your
assigned day, please contact someone from the
usher list to substitute for you. Thanks.
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION
Our item for July for the Food Pantries will be juice;
in August we will be collecting cans of pork & beans.
Place your donations in the crates located near the
church entrances. Patti Walker will deliver the items

to the food pantries. Thanks for your continued
support.

in the small envelopes found in the pew racks or on
the sanctuary tables and place it in the offering plate.
Thanks for your mission giving.

OUR “LOOSE CHANGE” OFFERING
For July will benefit the United Methodist Hospital
Ministries. Simply place your loose change, or more,

All Church Ministry & Mission Discernment/Brainstorm Session
Saturday July 29, 2017 in Fellowship Hall from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
All are welcome!
Members and friends of Racine 1st UMC are invited and encouraged to attend!!
Thank for all your support!

Family Movie Night is Friday July 14th
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Come have some fun!!
Bring a friend or two
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The Mission of
First United Methodist Church
• To provide a place for people to experience God and
find inspiration for daily living.
• To welcome all people as valued members of the
community.
• To encourage growth in faith and service on their
spiritual journeys.
• To work for social justice.

• And to invite all to experience eternal life through
Jesus Christ.
Highlights from Rev. Jakes mission trip to Liberia:
Greetings and Thanks from the students & staff of Jabez
Elementary and Jr. Highschool

Newly painted view of the school buildings

Students with their donated items

Rev. Jakes with the teachers and staff

School soccer team with their newly donated uniforms

Students with their donated items

Students at morning devotion before classes begin

