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“Christ, Our Cornerstone”
“

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints, and are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy [b]temple in the Lord, 22 in
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.”
(Ephesians 2: 19-22- NASB).
[a]

The architectural imagery Paul uses here kind of brings home the reality of daily life in
today’s world. We live in such a time that life seems to be of little or no value and thus
falling apart more rapidly than anticipated. Daily, we are being bombarded by images on
television and news of one tragedy after another. The news of terror threats followed by
one tragedy of mass-killing after another all tend to keep one awake all night. We witness
increase in crime rates in our own neighborhoods as evidenced by both targeted and
indiscriminate shootings and killings by armed gangs. I believe the escalation of security
threats in our communities, in nation and the world coupled with transitioning from a
very divisive elections process into a national leadership that most people aren’t sure of
their fate are major factors of hopelessness. Worst of all, our congregations are being hit
with drastic declines in membership and finance, while our denomination is facing the
challenge of possible schism over doctrinal issues raising the bar of anxieties to the max.
As the result, many are even asking whether the “end time” reference in the Bible is just
at hand. These uncertainties over what could possibly happen in the next minute, within a
day or so, continue to hunt a lot of us. Consequently, “chronic anxiety seems to be
getting a very good handle of each of us and spreading like wide fire into our
communities, states, nation and the world.
Even with Christmas reminding us of the birth of God’s Anointed Prince of Peace, yet it
would seem like just a band aide over our deep emotional and spiritual wounds. The
question then remains, what would possibly rebuild our confidence in the days ahead so
that we might go into the future with hope, peace and joy?
In response to all of the above concerns, the Apostle Paul draws our attention to some
reliable pieces of advice, which when heeded, would lead to true hope and renewed
confidence as we move into the new year and beyond: Like his first audience, Paul
reminds us that we are no longer aliens and strangers, but citizens with all the redeemed
of Jesus Christ. Paul reassures us that being citizens guarantees each of us all the rights
and privileges that befit our status. One of the primary responsibilities of any nation and
its leadership is to provide its citizens with security and all the basic necessities of life.

Well, if the human institution, with all of its
limitations, can figure out a way to sustain its subjects,
how much more about the God who is the Creator and
Lord of the universe and all therein would provide for
our every need more abundantly than we can ever ask
or imagine. Here’re hints of the Lord’s faithful
promises found in both the Old and New Testaments:
“ I will hold you always in the palm of my hands.”
(Isaiah 41:13); “A thousand shall fall at thy side,
and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not
come nigh thee.( Psalms 91:1-10). Even better still,
Jesus’ promise never to leave us “orphans” or “forsake
us” is trustworthy. (John 14: 18). This is very central
to our faith journey. Knowing that God’s Spirit
indwells each of us to help us grow into Godly living
guided, protected and sustained at all times, in all and
through all circumstances.
Therefore, it is in such a time as these every Christian
would need a solid Foundation and Cornerstone to
rely on for the future. Fortunately, God has laid up for
us a foundation through the Apostles and has revealed
to us a reliable Corner stone, “Jesus Christ,” upon
whom to build our lives. So, no matter what your
experience has been through this year, I would
encourage all of us to take hold of the opportunity of
True Hope and Peace God has freely offered us and
the world in person of Jesus Christ. He is the most
dependable and unshakable Cornerstone in every
circumstance of life.
Let’s go forth knowing that life’s journey may seems
rough and rocky at times, but the foundation is solid,
and the Cornerstone, Jesus Christ, is trustworthy and
will certainly see us through.
YOU ALL HAVE A BLESSED AND HAPPIER
NEW YEAR

JANUARY SERMON THEMES
Epiphany Sunday
01/01/2017
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Isaiah 60:1-6
*Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Theme: “God’s Secret plans”
Epiphany – 1st Sunday
01/08/2017
Psalm 29: 1ff.; Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
Theme: The Chosen Servant
Epiphany – 2nd Sunday
01/15/2017
Psalm 40:1-11; Isaiah 49:1-7
1Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
Theme: “What do you want?”
Epiphany – 3rd Sunday
01/22/2017
Psalm 27:1, 4-9; Isaiah 9:1-4
1Corinthians 1:10-16; Matthew 4:12-23
Theme: A Call to Commitment
Epiphany – 4th Sunday 01/29/2017
Psalm 15:1ff.; Micah 6: 1-8
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12
Theme: How can I appease my God?
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
JANUARY
2 – Connie Boehm
7 – Tracie Feest
16 – Garfield Voker
24 – Daphne Schnaare
25 – August Grulich
29 – Joy McClelland
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN
JANUARY
4 – Bill & LaVerne Fawcett
14 – Jayne & Jerry Dresen
21 – David Piggins & Carol
Christensen

USHER SCHEDULE
Jan. 1
Jeff Fernholz
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan. 8
Chuck & Jean Harmon
Dave Johnson
Jan. 15
Jeff Fernholz
August Grulich
Ricky Castro
Jan. 22
Chuck & Jane Bragg
Jan Rosellini
Jan. 29
Chuck & Jean Harmon
August Grulich

ALTAR FLOWERS
1–
8–
15 –
22 –
29 –
THE ALTAR FLOWER
CALENDAR FOR 2017 has
been posted in the north foyer.
Simply write your name on the
date you wish to provide altar
flowers and you will be contacted
by the church office for details.
OFFERING ENVELOPES
FOR 2017 are on the sanctuary
table. If you do not see a box
with your name on it, select one
of the extra boxes and record
your name and box number on
the sheet provided.
OUR CONDOLENCES are
extended to Bill & LaVerne
Fawcett on the death of their son,
Michael Diem. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you.
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If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.
Others who might like to serve
the church in this way, please
contact the church office.
HOT MEAL PROGRAM
First Church is responsible for the
Hot Meal at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church on Monday, January 16.
If you can provide a casserole,
please sign on the sheets located
on the sanctuary tables. Please
deliver you casserole to St.
Luke’s by 4:30 pm on January
18th and thank you for your help
with this important outreach
ministry.
OUR FOOD PANTRY ITEM for
January is paper grocery sacks
and/or toilet paper. Bring your
contributions to church any time
and place them in the crates near
the church entrances. Thanks for
helping supply the food pantries.

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR JANUARY will benefit the
Racine Literacy Council. The
Racine Literacy Council is a
volunteer-based organization that
provides adult literacy programs
in Racine County and works to
educate the community about the
importance and impact of
literacy. In 2012-2014, 279 adult
learners were served by 133
trained tutors. Place your loose
change – or more – in the small
brown envelopes found in the
pews and place it in the offering
plate.
NEEDED – SOCCER SHOES!
Below is a request from Ellen
Spiering:
Hello all and specifically any soccer
families in the southeast
Wisconsin/ Chicagoland area! We
are asking for donations of any
gently used football boots ( soccer
shoes) or other soccer related
items to send to Jabez School in
Ganta, Liberia. This is the school
where I volunteered last January
and where there are students that I
sponsor. With some friends help,
we will be shipping a container to
them. We will send any and all
donations.They will be most
appreciative ! You can bring your
soccer shoes to church anytime!
Thank you so much in advance!!!!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Choir Rehearsal
9:00 am
Adult Sunday School
9:00 am
Morning Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School for Children
10:15 am
Fellowship Time
11:15 am
Casa de Dios Worship
5:00 pm
Each Monday
Casa de Dios Bible Study
6:30 pm
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Noon
Praise Team Rehearsal
5:30 pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
7:30 pm
Each Thursday
Faith to Life Bible Study, Reep Room
3:00 pm
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Noon
Sunday, January 1
FFRANC Breakfast
Wednesday, January 4
Youth Group Meeting
Saturday, January 7
Controlling Community Violence
Monday, January 9
Crafting Conversations
Wednesday, January 11
First Alive Pot Luck & Program
Friday, January 13
Family Movie Night
Monday, January 16
Hot Meal Program at St. Luke’s
Wednesday, January 18
Youth Group meeting
Sunday, January 29
Chili Cook-off

9:00 am
6:00 pm
9:00 am
6:00 pm

FFRANC breakfast celebration on Sunday 1/1 before
church. We gather in the Social Room at 9 am,
worship to follow upstairs at 10 am.
Our monthly Crafting Conversations group will
meet on January 9 at 6pm in the Social Room. We
are meeting on the second Monday this month to
accommodate the New Year holiday. Bring a craft, a
snack to share if you dare and join our video led
discussion on Living Life Together.
Our Radical Hospitality and Intentional Faith
Development teams are working together to bring a
fresh twist to our monthly First Alive! Potluck meals.
All are welcome to meet for a meal, fellowship and a
short lesson/ discussion on Wednesday Jan. 11th. We
start gathering at 5:30, join us whenever works for
your schedules.
Join us for a family friendly movie and popcorn on our
monthly Family Movie Night, Friday January 13th at
6pm. We gather in the Social Room, there will be
coloring sheets for our more distractible viewers.
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion is a weekly meal
and video led devotional held on Wednesday Nights.
We meet at 7:30pm, if there are any college age or
young singles in your life, please invite them to our
group! On 1/11 we will meet early to participate in
First Alive!

5:30 pm
6:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:00 pm
11:30 am
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A fresh new life, bundled up, was welcomed
into the world on Christmas morning. We celebrate
the fresh start a New Year brings in the continuing
joyous season. As we make our plans, hopes, goals for
the coming year; let us pray for guidance and aid from
the source of all that is good. Our congregation is as
busy as ever this January and we would love to see
you at our upcoming events!
New Year’s Day celebration starts with our bountiful

January has FIVE Sundays in it for 2017, which can
only mean our Chili Cook Off is back! Join us after
worship on January 29th in the Social Room and get
ready to eat all the chili you can handle! If you have a
recipe you want to share with us, please bring to
church that day and see if your chili takes the 2017
title home! This is a very successful fundraiser for our
congregation; please invite all chili lovers in your lives
to join us for the day!
It gives me such excitement sharing the coming events
with you all each month. Please share these
opportunities with others, our church is busy doing
God’s work, all are welcome here!
In His Love,
Amanda Schnaare
Family and Education Nurture Ministries Coordinator
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12/28/2016
Partners in Ministry and Mission,
I would like to thank each and all of you for your specific role and contribution toward our congregation’s
ministries and mission during the last Church year -2016.
As you are aware, our five years ministry and mission Plans remain our focus for 2017 and beyond. It is my
ardent hope and prayer that our various ministry and mission tasks would be geared toward supporting central
vision our congregation for the next three years to come. As a reminder, the following is the copy of the ministry
and mission vision plans:
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
RACINE WI

PROJECTED MINISTRY PLANS 2015-2020:
GENERAL MISSION OF THE CHURCH: “Go into the world and make disciples of Jesus Christ”. (Matt.
16: 19-20)
Our Vision: BECOME the Feet, Hands and Mouths that reach out to touch one life at a time by proclaiming
the redemptive love of God through words and deeds for the transformation of lives in our communities and
world in the in the name of Jesus Christ.
OUR GOAL: To BE All Things to All People in order to WIN Some to Jesus Christ
(Corinth. 9:19-22). We want to see our congregation Grow/Thrive spiritually, numerically, financially and full
of vibrancy in our community over the next five years.
STRATEGIES: Fundamentally, the “Five Practices of Fruit Congregations:
1. Radical Hospitality (invitation); 2. Extravagant Generosity (love and faith in action);
3. Intentional Faith Development (Nurture in God’s Word and love);
4. Passionate Worship (putting forth our best to make our worship services Christ-centered; people oriented,
welcoming, inspiring and fun);
5. Risk Taking Mission and Service (Going out of our way to serve others for the sake of our faith in Jesus
Christ and love of neighbors).
THREE SPECIFIC AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015-2020 VISION ARE:
1ST – Radical Hospitality – Outreach/ welcome; (Rom. 15: 7; Heb. 13:2)
(Intentional and sincere efforts at reaching out to invite and welcome guests,
2 _ Passionate Worship-uplifting, inspirational /spiritual; (Psalm 96: 9)
(Guest friendly worship services, bulletins, activities, choir, projections, etc.)
3. _ Intentional Faith Development – Nurture through faith and spiritual formation education and other
groups (2Timoth 2:2; Well-furnished and equipped Sunday School, Youth programs, Spiritual formation Group/
Bible Study classes for all ages, etc. ).
SUMMARY: 1. Outreach, 2. Worship and 3. Nurture.
Acronym: “OWN”
Thanks for your support through funding and offering your time and talents.
In His Service together,
Rev. Jakes Voker, Pastor
(Developed: Oct. 20, 2015); (REVISED 06/21/2016)

EARL CHRISTIANSON SHARES THE FOLLOWING Sunday, December 18, 2016. A joyful and wonderful Way to start preparing for the celebration of Jesus’s birth.
Jeanne Whiteside held the congregation spellbound while singing the inspirational hymn, Hallelujah.
Then, after many rehearsals, Nancy Cook, through the choir, presented a program of Scripture readings
followed with appropriate Hymns. Truly, a Broadway type production! (Thanks to Jayne Dresen for the
photographs)

Figure 2 , At times, Nancy Cook, a
superb organist, used one hand to
direct the choir

Figure 1 And the Choir filled the Church with song that sent shivers down my spine

TOGETHER, WE EXTEND A HELPING HAND TO THOSE IN CRISIS SO THEY CAN OVERCOME
FORMIDABLE OBSTACLES.
Human Relations Day is January 15, 2017
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your town and you will find what Jesus called “the least of
these.” Those living in the margins of society, struggling to survive. People like:


An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local gang



A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas



An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration looking for work

Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that’s what we want to model as the people
of The United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus we established Human Relations Day as a
Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate in helping all God’s children to realize their potential.
Will You Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins?
Will you continue to support Human Relations Day? Will you continue nurturing at-risk youth, strengthening
communities’ self-improvement efforts and advocating for the oppressed?
Rev. I Maliik Safir, whose church works with those gripped by addiction in Little Rock, sums up the work of
Human Relations Day by recalling Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan: “to meet the poor, the disadvantaged and
the underserved at the places where others have robbed them and help them to recover from the wounds of
social inequality.”
You will find an offering envelope in your bulletin on January 15 – Your gift makes a world of difference!

January 2017 Newsletter, First United Methodist Church, Racine, WI

First United Methodist
CHURCH HISTORY
~THEN & NOW~
Racine, Wisconsin

Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian

Editing assistance from Carol Michael Feest & Judy Johnson Madsen
______________________________________________________________

Church Activities
~of Past Januarys~
~ 147 Years ago! ~ Dec. 29, 1870 ~

The above article reads:

“ New Years at the New Church—The great
attraction on New Year’s day will be the grand
Dinner, Oyster Supper and Bazar at the Lecture
Room of the new M.E. Church. For months the
ladies have been planning to make this occasion
memorable on the social history of the City; and the
arrangements are so far completed as to secure the
utmost success. We learn that many of our citizens
of the various denominations have signified their
intentions to take the day board at the church, with
the entire families. A look at the bill of fare which
we have been favored with has decided us to do
likewise. ” Racine Argus Newspaper

Understanding this news of 1870:
-the “new church” is now called the “old church”
here at 8th & Main. It was built in 1870, had a major
fire in 1882, was restored; then in 1913 razed to
construct our current church building.
-the ladies of the church are preparing a grand
dinner/ supper for this occasion and it was probably a
fundraiser. Sound familiar? Our entire church history
has a tradition of suppers and bazars as fundraisers.
-The Bazar is also a familiar tradition!
- the grand Dinner“Oyster Supper” must have been
popular or special, as old minutes from different
ladies societies of the church mention oyster suppers.
Held Sunday, Jan 1, 1871!

- “Lecture Room” I have not seen this term before,
but it was probably the lower level similar to our
social room. The sanctuary, at that time, was called
the “auditorium,” and used for services, lectures and
musical presentations; but as dinner was being served,
it would seem more likely to use the lower level?
-“take the day board" meant eating/taking a daytime
meal; based on the phrase “room and board” (a renter
or "boarder" gets room and 3 meals: board). "Board"
as far back as 1200 was a plank where food was
served, as on a primitive table. ~ an interesting
phrase! Other related terms: It is thought that “board
games” were games carved on the other side of the
board and played when food was not served on the
board; “above board: meant keeping your hands
above the board for better manners while eating;
sideboard is a piece of furniture at the side of the
room for dishes that would be used on the "board" or
table.
- wonderful that the newspaper reporter will likewise
attend & “take day board,” after seeing the “bill of
fare”
_______________________________________________________________

Oyster What??? I don’t know that any of these
oyster recipes were served at our church, but Oysters
were apparently popular in that era. These oyster
items appeared in an 1882 newspaper: Panned
oysters, Stewed oysters, Oyster fritters, Oyster
sausage, Delmonico’s oyster stew, Oyster patties,
Oyster pie, Oyster omelet, Broiled oysters and Fried
oysters.
_______________________________________________________________

~ Dec. 29, 1870 Oyster ad, on same page as New
Year’s
story!
“Maltby’s
Baltmore
Oysters
stand at the
head of the
list……
They can
be had at
H.T.
Taylors,
corner of
Sixth and
Market
Sq.”
(Monument Sq. today)
_______________________________________________________________
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Copyright Jan. 2017 First United Methodist Church, Racine, Wisconsin

~ 100 years ago Jan. 11, 1917 ~
BASKETBALL IN SOCIAL ROOM?
~ The Tee Dees were our church’s youth basketball
team. They were defeated 27 to 17 at a basketball
game held IN our church! (Our current social room!
was used as a basketball court in the early years of the
building, as well as for social activates!) - See photo
of the Tee Dees in our Dec. 2016 church newsletter.
- Note phone number in article is just 4 digits in
1917!

~96 Years ago

Jan. 8, 1921~

__________________________________________

~ 100 years ago! Jan 16, 1917 ~
“a French leave” at
Tee Dee Club Sleigh ride Party?

~ C.G. Goodsell: official of the YMCA
~ “French leave” means a leave of absence without
permission or without announcing one's departure!
Google the term to learn interesting historical origins!
~ “Discomfited” sleigh riders: embarrassed &
flustered
~ “M. R. & K. car” the local train: MilwaukeeRacine-Kenosha

~ A. J. Lunt won the mayoral election over Robert M.
Hurley, April 6, 1921; Racine Journal News, front
page. Our church’s newspaper ad makes me wonder
if our pastor, Ira M. Hargett, favored one person over
the other, and what advice did he gave the
congregation? Prohibition has just become law in
1920, but local law enforcement varied. Perhaps one
candidate took more of the “Methodist view on
prohibition???”
~ Epworth League: our youth organization
~ Light of the Cross: a large lighted revolving
cross on top of our current church building, which is
no longer there.
_______________________________________
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
745 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403-1211

The Mission of
First United Methodist Church
• To provide a place for people to experience God and
find inspiration for daily living.
• To welcome all people as valued members of the
community.
• To encourage growth in faith and service on their
spiritual journeys.
• To work for social justice.
• And to invite all to experience eternal life through
Jesus Christ.

