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Christmas Day- who is the honored guest?
I grew up in a Traditional African Community where most of the people had distorted
views and total misunderstanding of Christmas. During Christmas Season, there were
massive preparations by families, tribes, social and fraternal groups. On Christmas Day,
kids couldn’t wait to dress up and showcase their new clothes, new feet wears - mostly
shower slippers and canvas shoes. The various fraternal groups would organize
entertainment programs comprised of mask dancers, (Santa), cultural festivities honoring
community, tribal and even national leaders. The celebrations, marked by excessive
consumption of alcoholic beverages at times leading to anarchy and lawless behaviors,
would continue for more than twenty four hours. Thus, Christmas Day was generally
perceived as a day of lawlessness without any legal and civil penalties for the
perpetrators. Sadly, on this day of festivities, parents had to be very concerned about the
safety of their children. Most of the parents would not allow their kids to attend some of
the “Christmas programs,” while others did with strong warnings for the child to be
careful about which festivity to attend.
Thank God of love for revealing the true meaning of Christmas through dedicated
Christian Missionaries who risked their lives in those communities with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Even though there still exists some distorted views and misunderstandings
of what Christmas is really about, the clouds are drastically clearing out as a result of the
Gospel message. Fortunately, my generation and the next should go into the future
celebrating Christmas Day with refined views and understandings as to who the Day
honors. My newly found understanding helps me know and accept that Christmas is a
time of sharing-giving and receiving gifts, spending time with and caring for our loved
ones. Most importantly, Christmas Day is celebrated in remembrance of and in
celebration of the birth of God in the flesh, One who is Savior and Lord of you and me,
and all who would accept and come to his saving grace, “Jesus, The Christ”.
This year, Christmas Day falls on a very unique day, Sunday December 25th! What a
wonderful, yet challenging day for MOST, if not, all believers! It calls us to reflect on the
questions: “Who is the honored guest on Christmas Day?” “Even at our tables, who
do we honor on this day?”
If “The Christ-Child” is your honored guest, you’ve got it right! Now, you and your
loved ones are heartily invited to join us in the house of our “Honored Guest, the
Church! Come, you’re your voice with ours as we together joyfully celebrate this special
day to the glory of his name! Christmas is God’s gift to us! Let us come together to show
our gratitude with an attitude of praise, worship and fun!!
Finally, as usual New Year is at the heel of Christmas. It is a time for all of us to reflect
on our past, neglect repeat of the same mistakes as we forge into the future, asking the

Lord to unfold His plans and guide us in every steps
of our journey with him and with one another.
Merry Christmas! And a blessed New Year to you and
your loved ones!
Joy and peace,
Rev. Jakes
SCRIPTURES AND THEMES – 12/2016
2nd Sunday – Advent/Holy Communion 12/04/2016
Psalm 72:1-7, Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
Theme: A witness from the wilderness
Sunday – Advent – 12/11/2016
Psalm 72:, Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11
Children’s Christmas Program
Theme: Works that Testify..
3rd

4th Sunday- Advent -12/18/16
Psalm 100: 1ff., Mathew 1:18-25, Romans 1:1-7
Theme: Choirs’ Musical Extravaganza
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE –SATURDAY
12/24/2016- @ 7:00 p.m
Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20
Theme: Candle Light Communion Service
CHRISTMAS DAY – SUNDAY -12/25/2016
Psalm98: 1ff., Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1: 1-4, 5-12
Theme: Scriptures and Hymns
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES-

Return of the Remnant of Israel and Judah
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious. On that day the Lord will
extend his hand yet a second time to recover the
remnant that is left of his people, from Assyria, from
Egypt, from Pathros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, from
Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the
sea. He will raise a signal for the nations, and will
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.
Hymn # 585 This Little Light of Mine
Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ, the
Way.
Unison reading: May the Word sent from God
through the prophets lead us to the Way of
Salvation. Amen!
December 11, 2016 A Sunday of JOY – Advent 3rd
Sunday Isaiah 35:10
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Hymn #246
Joy to the World (stanzas 1-2)
Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our
JOY!
Unison: May the joyful promise of your continual
presence, O God. Make us rejoice in the hope of
Salvation. Amen!

November 27, 2016 - A Sunday of HOPE:
Advent 1st Sunday Isaiah 60:2-3
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his
glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Hymn #211 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Stanzas
1,2,4)
Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our
Hope:
Unison reading: May the light sent from God shine
in the darkness to Show us the way of salvation.

December 18, 2016 A Sunday of the Prince of
PEACE: Advent 4th Sunday
Isaiah 9:6-7
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onwards and for
evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

December 4, 2016 A Sunday of the WAY: Advent 2nd
Sunday Isaiah 11:10-12

Hymn # 246 Joy to the World (Stanzas 1, 4)
Leader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ the
Prince of PEACE
Unison reading: May the visitation of Your Holy

Spirit, O God, make us ready to for the coming of
Jesus, The Way, our Hope and Joy. Amen!
ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE, TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 6 – 7:00 PM -All are invited to attend
our Annual Charge Conference. Rev. Don Francis
will preside as we review the accomplishments of the
past year and look forward to new events in the
upcoming year. You do not have to be a member of
the Church Council to attend. All are welcome.

Vanco Electronic Giving
You are invited to try out our financial option of
electronic giving to our church. Our website is now
active for participation. The instructions are
straightforward; however, you may use the following
steps to contribute electronically to First United
Methodist Church.
1. Access the church’s website:
www.1umcracine.org
2. Use “Give Online” button found on the upper
left hand column.
3. Create your online profile.
4. Use your email address, and create a
password; all found on the right hand side of
the page.
5. Once completed, you will be sent to the
donation site.
6. Here you may offer your donation as to fund,
frequency, starting and ending date.
7. Check your data, process, and print your
receipt.
8. Transactions must take place Monday thru
Friday.
*there is a link to use your mobile for this process
found in upper right corner by log in site
Thanks to Jean Whiteside and Carol Feest for their
assistance in making this happen. If you have
questions, please check with Jean, Carol, or myself.
We would appreciate feedback on ease or problems
you have in setting up your account. Thanks for
considering another way to giving to our church.
Patti Walker, Financial Chair
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Someone Else

Our church was saddened to learn this week of the
death of one of our most valued members, Someone
Else. Someone's passing creates a vacancy that will be
difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years
and for every one of those years, Someone did far
more than a normal person's share of the work.
Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a
meeting to attend, one name was on everyone's list,
"Let Someone Else do it." Whenever leadership was
mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for
inspiration as well as results; "Someone Else can work
with that group."
It was common knowledge that Someone Else was
among the most liberal givers in our church.
Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just
assumed Someone Else would make up the difference.
Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes
appearing superhuman. Were the truth known,
everybody expected too much of Someone Else. Now
Someone Else is gone! We wonder what we are going
to do.
Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but
who is going to follow it? Who is going to do the
things Someone Else did?
When you are asked to help in your local church this
year, remember -- they can't depend on Someone Else
anymore. Many hands make little work!
Prayer: Father let me be someone you can count on
and not someone else. In the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen!
WILL YOU BE THAT “SOMEONE”?
Ushers and readers are needed to participate in our
Christmas Eve Candlelight service on Saturday,
December 24th at 7:00 pm. - can we count on you?
Helpers are needed to light the Advent Candles during
morning worship - can we count on you?
Communion servers are needed on the first Sunday of
each month – can we count on you?
Fellowship Time hosts are needed each Sunday – can
we count on you?
Contact the office to volunteer!
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Adult Bible Study

9:00 am

Choir Rehearsal
Morning Worship
Sunday School for Children
Fellowship Time
Casa de Dios Worship
Each Monday
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Praise Team Rehearsal
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Young Adult Dinner & Discussion
Each Thursday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Thursday, December 1
Children’s Christmas program rehearsal
Saturday, December 3
Santa’s Breakfast
Sunday, December 4
FFRANC Breakfast
Monday, December 5
Crafting Conversations
Tuesday, December 6
Charge Conference
Wednesday, December 7
Youth Group Meeting
Thursday, December 8
U.M.W. Christmas Luncheon
Friday, December 9
Habitat for Humanity Christmas Party
Movie Trivia Night
Saturday, December 10
Controlling Community Violence
Sunday December 11
Children’s Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 14
First Alive Pot Luck & Program
Young Adult Discussion
Sunday, December 18
Choir Christmas Music Program
Youth Sponsored Cookie Walk
Wednesday, December 21
Youth Group meeting
Friday, December 23
Deliver gifts to HOST Shelter
Saturday, December 24
HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN

9:00 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
11:15 am
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
Noon
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
3:00 pm
Noon

6:30 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

7:00 pm

SPECIAL MISSION PROJECT – AN
OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE – With the upcoming
Christmas Season fast approaching, we’ve been
looking for a special project through which our church
can reach out and touch lives in our community.
Since the new homeless shelter opened on November
1st, we thought we could help provide some necessary
items to help make this program a success.
We here at First United Methodist Church are
hoping to be able to supply the new homeless shelter
with some basic, but necessary items, to assist with
the caring of our many homeless friends. We are
asking members of First United Methodist Church, as
they are able, to purchase either twin size sheets,
blankets, towels and/or wash cloths for the homeless
shelter. Our goal is to collect items throughout
November and December and present the gifts on or
around Christmas Eve.
Here is a response from Pastor Holly, VP of
Segue, Racine: “Oh my goodness, what a blessing
you are! Christmas time will be perfect because we
will be able to "gift" our guests with new clean
sheets! :) We look forward very much to working
with you in this outreach. And thank you for caring.”

7:00 pm
6:00 pm

Blessings,
Rev. Holly Anderle, Pastor, First Baptist Church of
Racine, Segue Racine, Inc.

Noon
11:00 am
6:00 pm
9:00 am
10:00 am
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
11:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

DECEMBER !

ATTENTION - ALL COOKIE
BAKERS!! - Get out your baking
equipment and start making those
delicious cookies!! We will have
our “Cookie Walk” on Sunday,
December 18th following worship at 11:30 am in the
social room. Here is an opportunity to buy a
wonderful assortment of cookies for your holiday
entertaining or to enjoy with family!! Bring your
cookies (and some decorative tins, if you have them)
to church by 9:30 am that morning. Then, following
morning worship, plan to “walk” around the tables
selecting your own assortment. The cost is $7.00 per
pound and all proceeds benefit the Youth Group Fund.
Make this a part of your holiday festivities and join us.
December 2016 Newsletter - First United Methodist Church,
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5 - Fred Ganaway

6 - Kelson Meredith
Jakes Quaye
9 - Liza Reed
11 - Cody Baker
17 - Daelyn Toutant
19 - Ruth Rinehart
21 - Karen Robotka
22 - Samantha Baker
23 - Dylan Reed
24 – Trevor Magnuson
26 - Virginia Harnett
28 - Eric Reed
29 - Pete Feest Sr.
Grace Manchester
Tamara Burgos
ALTAR FLOWERS IN
DECEMBER
4–
11 – Anonymous
18 – Kim Rinehart
25 - Mary K. Tsuchiya
THE ALTAR FLOWER
CALENDAR FOR 2017
has been posted in the north
foyer.
FOOD BANK ITEM FOR
DECEMBER will be Hamburger
Helper. This is just a suggestion
– all non-perishable food
products are always welcome.
The local food banks are serving
many, many more families this
year and your donation of food is
not only greatly needed, but
greatly appreciated. Bring your
items to church anytime.
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Dave Johnson
Dec. 11
Chuck & Jean Harmon
Jeff Fernholz
Dec. 18
August Grulich
Ricky Castro
Jan Rosellini
Saturday, Dec. 24 – Christmas
Eve – ushers & greeters needed
– please volunteer!!
Dec. 25
Dave Johnson
Roger & Betty Oakley
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.
LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR DECEMBER will benefit
the local ARC program. The Arc
Advocates for children and adults
with intellectual and
developmental disabilities by
safeguarding their rights,
promoting independence and
inclusion in school & community
life. Simply place your loose
change, or more, in the small
brown envelope found in the pew
rack and place it in the offering
plate. Thank you for your
continued support of our outreach
ministry.

calendar so you won’t miss this!!
Santa’s Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, December 3rd at 9:00
am in the social room. Come and
enjoy a delicious pancake &
sausage breakfast, sing some
Christmas songs, enjoy a craft or
two and visit with Santa himself!!
There is no charge, however, a
free will offering will be
appreciated. Bring your friends –
this event is open to all.
UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON will be held on
Thursday, December 8th at 12:00
noon. We are pleased to have a
Women’s Ensemble from Park
High School provide a musical
program. The cost for the
luncheon is $8.00 and
reservations can be made with the
monthly callers or by calling the
church office (633-7632) by noon
on Tuesday, December 6th.
Hostesses will be Marilyn Nelson
and Linda Tremelling.
Election and installation
of officers will take place at this
meeting. Poinsettias will be
purchased to deliver to our shut
in members. Help in delivering
the plants will be needed.
At the September meeting
it was decided that we would
collect items for the women and
children at Bethany Apartments.
Some basic needs include toilet
paper, Kleenex, diapers, wipes,
feminine care items, etc. Bring
your contribution to our
December meeting and we will
transport the items to Bethany
Apartments.

USHER SCHEDULE
COMING SOON – SANTA’S
Dec. 4
BREAKFAST – Mark your
Paul Nejedly
As the world, around us gets louder and busier
FAMILIES, EDUCATION & NURTURE
with the holiday season, let us quiet our minds and

focus our hearts on the anticipatory Joy of the Advent
season. Jesus is coming, small and innocent into our
lives, let us be present to welcome Him into our
hearts. The season of Advent holds many ways to
share and experience God’s love at First Church:
Our annual Santa’s Breakfast, will be on
Saturday December 3 at 9am. A Christmas favorite for
the whole family, we share with our neighborhood and
Casa De Dios: a pancake meal, carols and fun! Share
your wishes with the man in red and bring your
cameras! Contact Beth Michael with offers to help!
nacbr@aol.com
Our Crafting Conversations continue Monday
December 5th at 6pm in the Social Room. Join us for
our video-led discussion “Living Life Together” and
take time to work on any projects you have in your
life. We share snacks, joys, concerns and community
each month.
Our Young Adult group meets each
Wednesday at 7:30pm.
Come and share in our monthly Potluck
Meals!
FFRANC breakfast is the first Sunday of each
month before worship; we will be celebrating
December birthdays and anniversaries together at 9
am on December 4th.
First Alive! Dinner is the second Wednesday
of each month. Bring a dish to pass and experience the
many generations we have in our congregations,
spend some time sharing with others. We will be
meeting on December 14th at 5:30 pm. This is a new
start time to enable more people to join us!
Our Youth Group (with some help from our
Young Adults) will be hosting their annual Cookie
Walk Fundraiser on Sunday December 18th after our
Choir’s Special Music Worship Service. Please come
ready to support our youth.
We have many special worship services to
look forward to. If you have any young people in your
life, ask them if they would like to participate in our
Children’s Pageant Service on December 11th. We
will be have the first rehearsal in the Sanctuary on
Thursday December 1st at 6:30pm. If you have any
questions, please contact me. Ladymae13@aol.com
All are welcome, no experience required: Singers,
dancers, musicians and anyone willing to stand in
front of the congregation!
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT will be held on
Friday December 9th at 6pm in the Social Room. We
will be watching A Muppet’s Christmas Carole. Join
us for popcorn, coloring sheets and fun trivia.

We are bringing our voices and donations to
the Homeless Center on the evening of Friday
December 23rd. Our youth, young adults and anyone
willing will be caroling that night at 2000 Domanik
Drive, Racine.
I hope you see you all this Advent. May the
spirit of Joy inspire your hearts this Christmas season.
In His Love,
Amanda Schnaare

LET’S GIVE THEM A MERRY CHRISTMAS! Pastor Marino Chacon has asked for our help in giving
the children of his congregation a Merry Christmas.
You will find the names and ages of the children on
cards on the tree in the narthex. Please take a card and
purchase a toy/gift for the child named (about $15.00
so all are somewhat equal), wrap the gift, tape the card
to the gift and (this is the important part) RETURN
THE GIFT TO THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11th . Thank you for making
someone’s Christmas merry.
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SURVEY QUESTIONAIRE FOR
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE:
Dear Members & Affiliates,

Since the beginning of this year, some members of
our congregation have been asking the pastor and
Worship Team to begin a “Second Worship
Service.” These members of our congregation have
expressed that neither the current 10:a.m “Blended
–Traditional and Contemporary Worship Service”
nor the “Sunday Service” seem to work very well
for them.
On Sunday 30th October 2016, we held a
congregational meeting with over thirty people
present. The issue was discussed, but concluded
that we needed many more voices heard. So, we
were mandated to send out a survey questionnaire
to all members and affiliates of the congregation
for their opinions.
Therefore, as a part of this congregation, we would
appreciate if you would take a few minutes to fill
out and return this survey questionnaire to the
Church’s office. The questions are as follow:
1. Do you support having a second, more
contemporary Worship Service? YES or
NO –(circle one)
2. A. If yes, please indicate your preferred day
and time of Week by Choosing one of the
suggested: (Sunday 9: a.m.) or (Sunday
6:p.m) (Saturday 7: p.m.) or (Thursday
6:p.m)
B. How will you contribute to the success of
this new ministry and missional effort?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
3. If no, please briefly state your
reason:_______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
December 2016 Newsletter - First United Methodist
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Thanks for sharing your time and ideas. We will
get back to you as soon as all the questionnaires
are returned and compiled.
In His service together,
The Team On Worship

Dear Members and Friends:
Welcome to December, the month of our Lord’s
birth! You are invited to be a part of our FFRANC
(Fellowship of Families, Relatives, Acquaintances,
Neighbors, and Co-workers) breakfast on Sunday,
December 4 at 9:00 am. Don’t forget to join us for
one, some, or all of the fun events we have planned
for this holiday month. Have a Merry Christmas
on December 24th and 25th!
FFRANC Sunday offers opportunities for all members
of our congregation and their invitees to gather on
the first Sunday of each month for a time of
fellowship and to celebrate the blessings of special
days in their lives over delicious breakfast. Those
special days may include birthdays, anniversaries,
graduations, newly wedded, first job, etc. We note
that you have a special event happening in your life in
December.
December’s FFRANC event will be sponsored by the
people who were recognized as having special
occasions in November. Thereafter, on the first
Sunday of each subsequent month, people whose
special days were celebrated in the preceding month,
along with the entire congregation, will provide the
breakfast for those celebrating in the current
month. The FFRANC Breakfast has been a
resounding success. Let’s keep it going!
Again, we would like to encourage everyone to invite
someone and be present at each celebration, even if
you aren’t able to bring a dish! We prayerfully look
forward to a joyful celebration with you at each
FFRANC Sunday, all in the name of Jesus Christ, the
one in whom our joy is made complete!
Sincerely,
The Team on Hospitality
______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

First United Methodist

CHURCH HISTORY
~THEN & NOW~

Racine, Wisconsin

Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian

Editing assistance from Carol Michael Feest & Judy Johnson Madsen
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________

~ OLD CHURCH NEWS ~

from the 1900’s!
_________________________________

Dec. 9, 1908
Indoor
Baseball?
Last evening at
Casino hall the First
M. E. indoor baseball team played the Casino team,
being defeated by a score of ten to five. The Methodists
are highly elated over the score as they expected to be
more badly beaten.

________________________________
Dec. 6, 1913 We met in Guild Hall on 7th St.

.__________________________________________

Dec. 13, 1916 Our basketball team!

Bishop David H. Moore of Indianapolis, one of the great
churchmen of America, is to preach to the congregation of
the First Methodist Church tomorrow, morning and evening
at Guild hall, where they are worshiping pending the
erection of their new building.
Racine citizens in general and Methodist in particular, are
urged to take fullest advantage of this unusual privilege, and
attend these two great meetings. The morning service is
at 10:30, and the evening service at 7:30.

Dec 6, 1916 Bazaar
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Dec. 19, 1921 Christmas Party

Primary, beginners & cradle roll classes; Santa, deal out
gifts, playlet, Chrismas baskets, and more:

__________________________________

Dec 19, 1921 Brotherhood
_________________________________________________________________

Circa 1940’s

__________________
Dec. 27, 1921 A chicken or a roast!

Photo from Mary Hansche Huggins & Jan Kaiser Rosellini, both nieces of Gladys
Reep ~ Photo taken in the Reep Room, named after Gladys Reep, long-

time church secretary for Dr. Seidenspinner; and a few years for Rev.
Spielman. ~This group appears to have been dressed up for a church play?
Maybe you can help us with the year, play's name, the group's name, and
who is who? We know just 2 in the back row, far left: Elsie Reep
Gebhardt and Gladys Reep. ~ A list from the photo back: Beryl Iverson,
Helen Underwood, Carolyn Barger, Arleen Heft, Grace Geyer, Rach
Olson, Hulet Stewart, Elsie, Gladys, Hilda Volsnick, Margaret Forester,
Barbara Perkins, Cora Budinner, Helen Stansil, Corin Carrington, Trudy
Gillhooley, Florence Cormack, Beth Linsy, Peggy Wilson, Kurelia
Korngeg, Kay Berger, Helen Monroe.
~This room is on the Sanctuary level, in the NE corner of our church and
was originally called a church parlor. Gladys was sister to Elsie Reep
Gebhardt, Edna Reep Hansche, Myrno Reep Jondahl & Ruth Reep Kaiser
(wife of John Kaiser, head usher for many years.)

Note: newspaper articles on these 2 pages are from the Racine
Journal-News, and the 1947 article: Racine Journal Times.

Dec 20, 1947 Chancel Choir, Triple Trio
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

________________________________________________
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The Mission of
First United Methodist Church
• To provide a place for people to experience God and
find inspiration for daily living.
• To welcome all people as valued members of the
community.
• To encourage growth in faith and service on their
spiritual journeys.
• To work for social justice.
• And to invite all to experience eternal life through
Jesus Christ.

