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“Giving as my art of Praise and worship “ 

 

…Praise God’s glorious name; bring an offering, and come into his Temple.” 

(Psalm 96:8) 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2Corinthians 9:7) 

 

It is said that exhibiting an attitude of gratitude in daily life is one of the best gifts one can 

give him or herself. We’re approaching the time of year when the pressures of giving and 

receiving gifts in kinds, cards, money; beautiful decorations of our homes, yards and the 

streets, gatherings of families, relatives and friends as well as special surprises for 

spouses and children all in the name of celebrating either the arrival or the natal day of 

the Christ–Child- God’s Greatest Gift to the world. Amen!  

 

Has it ever occurred to you that any of the above could be an art of praise and worship to 

the Lord?  Well, if you haven’t thought that way, you might not be alone! I didn’t realize 

that giving gifts in the name of celebrating the birth of the Christ-child as being an art of 

praise and worship to the Christ-child until I had prayerfully reflected on it. Two intrinsic 

truths about the gifts we exchange in the name of the Christ-child: 1. No one gives a gift 

to anyone against whom they might be harboring a grudge. And  2. No one would neither 

expect nor receive a gift from one with whom they may have had serious, unresolved 

issues.  Implicitly, there are attitudes of gratitude being expressed in every act of 

exchanging our gifts.       

 

Jesus once acknowledged that as evil as peoples of his generation were, yet they knew 

how to give good gifts to each another. (Matt. 7:11; Luke 11:13).  As Christians, the 

Bible reminds us to Joyfully come before God (worship) with our whole tithe/offering so 

that there may be enough in his storehouse to meet ministry and mission needs. God 

further challenges us to put Him to a test in this, generous and cheerful giving, to see if 

He won’t immensely multiply, hundredfold, our remaining resources. (Malachi 3:10-

paraphrased).  

 

My deep gratitude to each and all of you for willingly offering your time, talents and 

money that continue to help support and sustain Christ’s ministry and mission through 

our congregation. Your giving as your arts of praise and worship afford our congregation 

to maintain a small staff that helps take God’s word into our community through diverse 

programs, spread God’s love to our needy brothers and sisters through arms giving, pay 

for heat/electric and office supplies.  The need to continue praising and worshipping God 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness even as the 

temptations of personal needs abound cannot be over emphasized.  

 

As you consider giving gifts this season, remember to cheerfully choose a convenient 

amount to dedicate in praise and worship to God through your congregation. You may  
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choose to set aside 1%, 3%, 5%, 8%, or 10% of your 

income and offer that as a gift to God first before you 

buy a gift for yourself and others.  

 

Remember, God has blessed you with life, breath and 

sustenance so that you would in turn be a blessing to 

his ministry and mission for the transformation of 

lives in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Cheerfully in His Service, 

Rev, Jakes Voker, Pastor 

 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP THEMES 

11/06/2016 Sunday 25th – Pentecost 

(All Saints Day) & (Day Light Saving time ends) 

Psalm 23: 1ff., Galatians 5: 22-26 

James 1: 16-18, Matthew 19: 16-21 

Theme:  GOODNESS – Fifth Fruit of the Spirit 

 

11/13/2016      Sunday 26th – Pentecost 

(Organ and Tissues Donations & Int’l Day of Prayer 

foe the persecuted Church) 

Lamentations 3: 1-23, Joshua 24: 8-15 

1Peter 2: 21-25, Galatians 5: 22-26 

Luke 9: 57-62 

Theme: FAITHFULNESS – Seventh fruit of the Spirit 

  

11/20/2016    Last Sunday after Pentecost 

(Bible Sunday) 

Isaiah 55: 1-9, Galatians 5: 22-26  

1Timothy 6: 11-16, Matthew 10: 16-20 

Theme: GENTLENESS – Eighth Fruit of the Spirit 

  

11/27/2016    Advent – 1st Sunday ( UM Student Day)  

Proverbs 29: 1-4, 2 Peter 1:2-10 

Galatians 5: 22-26, Luke 6: 26-36 

Theme: SELF-CONTOL- Ninth Fruit of the Spirit 

 

 

SPECIAL INVITATION – Pastor Marino Chacon 

and Casa de Dios invite all members of our 

congregation to their Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, 

November 5, 5:00 – 7:00 pm in the social room.  

You’ll want to celebrate with them by sharing 

delicious food and fellowship.  A free will offering 

will be appreciated to assist the ministry of Casa de 

Dios.  
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Dear Members and Friends 

  

Welcome to November!  You are invited to be a part 

of our FFRANC (Fellowship of Families, Relatives, 

Acquaintances, Neighbors, and Co-workers) breakfast 

on Sunday, November 6 at 9:00 am. Have a Happy 

Thanksgiving on November 24! 

             

FFRANC Sunday offers opportunities for all members 

of our congregation and their invitees to gather on 

the first Sunday of each month for a time of 

fellowship and to celebrate the blessings of special 

days in their lives over delicious breakfast. Those 

special days may include birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, newly wedded, first job, etc.  We note 

that you have a special event happening in your life in 

November. 

 

November’s FFRANC event will be sponsored by the 

people who were recognized as having special 

occasions in October. Thereafter, on the first 

Sunday of each subsequent month, people whose 

special days were celebrated in the preceding month, 

along with the entire congregation, will provide the 

breakfast for those celebrating in the current month.  

The FFRANC Breakfast has been a resounding 

success.  Let’s keep it going! 

 

Again, we would like to encourage everyone to invite 

someone and be present at each celebration, even if 

you aren’t able to bring a dish! We prayerfully look 

forward to a joyful celebration with you at each 

FFRANC Sunday, all in the name of Jesus Christ, the 

one in whom our joy is made complete! 

 

Sincerely, 

    The Team on Hospitality 

 

 

COMMUNION STEWARDS NEEDED – We are 

looking for four people who will be our “Communion 

Stewards” on the first Sunday of each month.  These 

four people would be the ones to share the bread and 

cup during the communion service.  When they are not 

available to serve, substitutes would be needed.  Can 

we count on you to assist with this?  If you have 

questions or would like to volunteer, please contact 

Becky Meredith at 633-8806 or moorcat@wi.rr.com.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN 

NOVEMBER 

1 – Peggy Nejedly 

 3 – Christopher Larson 

4 – Carole Randecker 

14 – Mary K. Tsuchiya 

15 – June White 

18 – John Kara 

19 – Alexandra Feest 

      Cassie Meredith 

21 – Kathy Harsh 

28 – Dorothy Bent 

        Scott Toutant 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

NOVEMBER 

1 – Chris & Peggy Larson 

2 – Andrew & Angela Ganaway 

18 - Jose & Tamara Burgos 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS IN 

NOVEMBER  

 6 – Ruth Rinehart 

13 – 

20 –  

27 – 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM  for 

November will be cake mixes.  

Bring your donation to church 

any time and place it in the crate 

near the entry doors.   Thank you 

for your support of our food 

pantries. 

 

OUR CONDOLENCES are 

extended to the families of Al and 

Pete Feest on the death of their 

brother, David. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Lorena Dahn, daughter of Loretta 

Voker and Luah Dahn, was 

baptized on October 23, 2016.  

May God bless Lorena and her 

family on this special occasion. 
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USHER SCHEDULE 

Nov. 6 

Chuck & Jean Harmon 

August Grulich 

Nov. 13 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

Jan Rosellini 

Nov. 20 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

Dave Johnson 

Nov. 27 

Jan Rosellini 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your assigned 

day, please contact someone 

from the usher list to substitute 

for you.  Thanks. 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH  

CONFERENCE – TUESDAY, 

DECEMBER 6, 7:00 PM 

Our Annual Church Conference 

will be held on Tuesday, 

December 6th at 7:00 pm.  Rev. 

Don Francis will lead the 

meeting.  As a member of First 

Church, whether you serve on the 

Church Council or not, you are 

invited to attend this Church 

Conference.  All are welcome as 

we reflect on our successes of the 

past year and look forward to new 

goals for 2017. 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR NOVEMBER is designated 

to Segue, Racine, coordinators of 

the homeless shelter currently 

being developed at 2000 Dominik 

Drive, Racine.  Simply place your 

loose change, or more, in the 

small brown envelopes found on 

the sanctuary tables and in the 

church pews and place it in the 

offering plate.  Bless you for your 

continued support of our mission 

projects. 

 

 
 

YOUR GIFT TRANSFORMS 

LIVES THROUGH 

EDUCATION. 

 

Growing up in Montgomery, 

Alabama, Morgan Snipes 

attended First UMC.  “A strong 

community at our church 

supported and encouraged me 

throughout my childhood,” she 

said.  During her first year at the 

University of Alabama, Morgan 

was active in a community 

program called READ.  She and 

other  honor students read to 

elementary schoolchildren each 

week.  In 2013 she participated in 

a mission trip to Belize.   

 She is grateful for the Gift 

of Hope Scholarship.  “Receiving 

the scholarship encouraged me as 

I worked to find ways to pay for 

my first year of college,” Morgan 

recalled. “It allowed me to see the 

support and love I have from the 

entire United Methodist Church.  

“God is the ultimate leader in my 

life,” she said, “and the controller 

of what happens in my future.” 

 Give generously on 

United Methodist Student Day, 

November 27, 2016 – your gift 

makes a world of difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Each Sunday 

 Adult Bible Study                   9:00 am 

 Choir Rehearsal                                           9:00 am 

 Morning Worship           10:00 am 

 Sunday School for Children                      10:15 am 

 Fellowship Time                                     11:15 am 

 Casa de Dios Worship            5:00 pm 

Each Monday 

 Casa de Dios Bible Study           6:30 pm 

 Each Wednesday 

  Kiwanis Club Luncheon                                Noon 

  Praise Team Rehearsal                               5:30 pm 

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal            6:00 pm 

  Young Adult Dinner & Discussion           7:30 pm 

Each Thursday (except the 24th) 

 Faith To Life Bible Study                            3:00 pm 

Each Saturday 

 Sack Lunch Program                                        Noon 

 

Wednesday, November 2 

 Youth Group Meeting here   6:00 pm 

Thursday, November 3 

 Circuit meeting    9:00 am 

Saturday, November 5 

 Casa de Dios Anniversary Dinner      5:00 – 7:00 pm 

Sunday, November 6 

 FFRANC Breakfast    9:00 am 

Monday, November 7 

 Crafting Conversations   6:00 pm 

Wednesday, November 9 

 First Alive Wednesday Pot Luck  5:00 pm 

 Young Adult Discussion   6:30 pm 

Friday, November 11 

 Movie Trivia Night    6:00 pm 

Friday, November 18 

 Parkside LGBT Queer Pot Luck  5:00 pm 

Saturday, November 19 

Controlling Community Violence  9:00 am 

Friday, November 25 

OFFICE CLOSED 
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SPECIAL MISSION PROJECT – AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE – With the upcoming 

Christmas Season fast approaching, we’ve been 

looking for a special project through which our church 

can provide for the community.  Since the new 

homeless shelter is expected to open on November 1st, 

we thought we could help provide some necessary 

items to help make this program a success.   

 

We here at First United Methodist Church are hoping 

to be able to supply the new homeless shelter with 

necessary items to assist with the caring of our many 

homeless friends.  We are asking members of First 

United Methodist Church, as they are able, to purchase 

either twin size sheets, blankets, towels and/or wash 

cloths for the homeless shelter.  Our goal is to collect 

items throughout November and December and 

present the gifts on or around Christmas Eve.   

 

Below is a response from Pastor Holly, VP of Segue, 

Racine: 

“Oh my goodness, what a blessing you are!    

Christmas time will be perfect because we will be able 

to "gift" our guests with new clean sheets!  :) 

 

We look forward very much to working with you in 

this outreach.  And thank you for caring.” 

 

Blessings, 

Holly  

Rev. Holly Anderle 

Pastor, First Baptist Church of Racine 

VP, Segue Racine, Inc. 
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VANCO UPDATE 

As of October 25: 

 We are applying for Vanco electronic giving.   

 An Online Giving Page for our church will be 

created by Vanco, approved by us 

  A link will be provided  

 Donations can be accepted by accessing our 

website, clicking on a Give Online button, 

completing personal profile, 

The Vanco representative promises that this will be 

completed in time for our church meeting Oct.30.  If 

this happens, specific information about our web page 

and how to access the application will be shared at the 

meeting. 

 

One question that has been asked is “What is the cost 

to me?”  Absolutely, nothing.  The startup fee of $100 

and two months fees of $20 per month were waived 

with our application.  This is a process that will be 

tried and may be cancelled at any time with no 

obligation for us.  Think of it as the way you pay some 

of your regular bills like car payments, insurance, 

electric bills etc.  Once you set up your own profile, 

your work is done. 

 

Again, if you choose not to use this service, your 

pledge can be made, the collection plate will continue 

to be passed, and Sue Mills will continue to send you 

quarterly information regarding your church 

contributions. 

 

Patti Walker, 

Finance Chair 

 

ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 27TH   

We will need volunteers to light the Advent Candles 

during worship.  Please contact the office with your 

offer to assist.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November News! 

As the weather turns and the colors flourish 

around us, we remember God works in our lives in 

cycles. We reflect on our bountiful year and celebrate 

Thanksgiving as the night lengthens and the cold 

keeps us indoors. We have so many blessings that, at 

times, we take them for granted. I know I am so lucky 

for the volunteers that help make our special events 

possible. The Youth Group and Young Adults helping 

with our Costume Party and dessert table for our all 

church meeting were certainly a much-appreciated 

blessing. 

We are still looking for a second Sunday 

School teacher. If you or someone you know is 

interested, please contact me (ladymae13@aol.com) 

for details. It is a joy to be teaching our young 

congregants, but I would love to keep the older kids 

engaged in lessons and activities instead of having to 

help the littles ones through younger focused lessons.  

Upcoming Events 

 

We have our Crafting Conversations, 

meeting in the Social Room on Monday Nov. 7th 

6pm-8pm We will be starting a RightNow Media 

series called “Living Life Together”. Bring a snack to 

pass. 

First Alive! Is our monthly potluck dinner, 

held in November on Wednesday the 9th; dinner is at 

5pm. Come share a meal with all ages of our 

congregation. 

Our Family Movie Nights are fun for the 

whole family! On November 11th at 6pm we will be 

watching “Free Birds” which is a Thanksgiving 

themed kids’ movie. We will have coloring sheets and 

Thanksgiving trivia. Popcorn is provided! 

YAD&D: Any and All young adults are 

welcome to join our FREE meal and discussion group 

that meets every Wednesday night at 7:30. We eat, 

visit and discuss a video series in the Social Room. 

We are also working to do more service projects and 

mission in the coming Christmas season. Please pray 

for our young people as they continue to do God’s 

work. 

This next month is going to be full of the 

Spirit, if you have any ideas, comments or questions 

about how our ministry is growing please contact me! 

Ladymae13@aol.com or (262) 995-4316 

In His Love, Amanda Schnaare 
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_________________________________________ 

First United Methodist 

CHURCH HISTORY  
~THEN & NOW~ 

   Racine, Wisconsin           Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian 

Editing assistance from Carol Michael Feest & Judy Johnson Madsen 
 

Steeples of Racine 
Which one is our old 1870 church? 

 
Our old church is pictured above. It was built in 1870, 

but a major fire in 1882 toppled our steeple. The bldg. 

was restored, but the steeple itself was not.  In 1913 this 

building was razed, and our current building was 

constructed. Which one is ours? the lower left corner: 

the First Methodist Episcopal Church. Do you recognize 

the other churches? 

 

What was our  

ORGAN BLOWER  
paid in 1902? 

And just what is an organ blower? a person who hand 

pumps the bellows of the pipe organ, driving pressurized 

air (called wind) through organ pipes.  
 

1902 Church Board Minutes-excerpt 
Transcribed by Patti Walker 

………… 

October 6, 1902 

Regular meeting of the Official Board of First M.E. 

Church held in parlor of the church. 
 

Music Committee reported as follows:  Miss Watson  as 

chorister for five dollars per Sunday, the ladies of the 

church to provide $104.00 of same.  The resignation of 

Miss Lockwood as organist was accepted as was 

Howard Haglet as organ blower.  Committee further 

recommended the engagement of Miss Edith Wheke as 

organist at a salary of $1.75 per Sunday.  Carried. 

Comm. Further recommended the employment of Harley 

Dean as blower at a salary of $30.00 per year.  A 

motion of the adoption of the same, the motion was lost.  
………… 

~ This would have been for our organ in the 1870 

church pictured in the poster on this page. 
$5 in 1902 would be about $139 in 2016. 

$1.75 in 1902 would be about $49 in 2016. 

$30 in 1902 would be about $829 in 2016. This would be 

about $15.94 per week( today) for the organ blower’s job. 

 

~ The “ladies of the church” were the women’s organization 

who provided important financial support through their 

special fundraisers. 

~ Note: the motion to hire Dean was lost.  We will have to 

check future minutes to see what happened.  

~ an example of the job of organ blower on youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b03Pes5JAm8&list=RDb03Pes5JAm8#t=10 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Take a look at our church website:  

Can you identify the Historical photos from our  

church building history and parsonages before reading 

the text by each one? http://www.1umcracine.org/history/historical-

photos 

__________________________ 
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At our Church’s Fun Fest, 
September 10, 2016: the history group posted: The 

public is invited to “See where the 1870 Cornerstone 

was hidden for more than 100 years! This 1870 

Cornerstone of the First Methodist Episcopal Church 

was part of the exterior of the building preceding the 

current church building at 8th & Main, Racine, 

Wisconsin! ..But where did the 1870 cornerstone go in 

1914? ---Find out what was in the cornerstone, too!” 

 
This is the 2nd year that we had a history table at the Fun Fest, 

by the Main St. sidewalk in our garden area. It is a perfect 

location, because it is right next to the door closest to the 

place the Cornerstone has been since 1914! (Photo above: 

door standing open leads to it.)   Last year, 2015, those who 

helped included Judy & Andy Madsen, Judith Schulz, and 

Sandy Koleske.  This year, 2016; Jane Crawford and Judith 

Schulz showcased this history. (Photo above: Jane, wearing 

hat, is at the history table.) For the table display, we used 

wooden table podiums handmade by Roger Oakley, enhancing 

the display. Copies of what was in the cornerstone’s box were 

on display, too. 

 

One of the people who came to see this was Racine 

resident Thom Peterson, who posted photos afterwards 

on the facebook  page/group called “Retro Racine – 

Share the Memories” which has 2,740 

members/viewers!  

               

   He 
also  

posted 

another 

picture  

of  

our 

stained 

glass 

windows 

on 

facebook 

and  

added  

the  

title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“See you in Church!” 
_______________________________ 

Who Do You Know  

Pictured in the Exhibit Cases? 
Look on the East end of the Sanctuary (the “Church 

Museum”) for a few additions: -- a photograph of the 

2015 installation of officers of United Methodist 

Women. -- a photograph of Marilyn Kappel’s Sunday 

School class standing in front of the former Narthex 

entrance that faced Main St. (circa 1965.)  We need your 

help identifying several children & the year of this 

photo. The photo appeared previously in our June 2016 

Church Newsletter.   

_________________________________ 
 

AMAZING MATH 
There are 66 books in the Bible. Subtract your age and 

add 50. Did you get the year you were born? This 

applies to every one of us!     (If you are more than 66 

years old, add 50 to the negative number you get when 

you subtract your age from 66. Did it work?)  Amazing... 
_______________________________________________________ 
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 The Mission of  

 First United Methodist Church 

 

• To provide a place for people to experience God and 

find inspiration for daily living. 

• To welcome all people as valued members of the 

community. 

• To encourage growth in faith and service on their 

spiritual journeys. 

• To work for social justice. 

• And to invite all to experience eternal life through 

Jesus Christ.  
 


