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Keep on pressing toward the goal 

   12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I 

press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and 

sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 

Jesus. (Philippians 3:13-14-NIV). 

Ministry friends here at Racine First UMC and the community, I like to reiterate my 

thanks to all of you for the opportunity to be in ministry with each of you and your 

family. As you might be aware, pastoral appointment in the United Methodist 

Connectional and Shared/collaborative Ministry System happens at the seat of each year’s 

annual conference for a period of one church year. For the Wisconsin Annual conference, 

we mostly meet the second week of June each year and newly appointed pastors officially 

begin their ministerial services the second Sunday in July following the conference. With 

this understanding, July 17, 2016 marked two full years of our ministry together here at 

Racine 1st UMC. What a privilege and a blessing to serve amongst, and along with you! 

To God be the glory for all He has done and will continue to do amongst and through us 

all! 

In June 2016, I invited us to celebrate the wonderful ministry and mission God had 

accomplished amongst and through us, but not forgetting to focus on future ministry and 

mission opportunities that God certainly has awaiting us and our response. In July 2016, 

we also reflected on “sharing God’s Abundance.” Honestly, we can joyfully celebrate the 

sufficiency of God’s abundant grace that we enjoy both as individuals as well as a 

congregation. The most important aspect of this abundant grace is our ability to connect 

and build relationship with others, especially outside of the four corners of our walls. 

Rightly so, we celebrate the five new members added to our congregation’s family. As to 

sharing God’s abundance with our neighbors, our doors are open to all persons and 

community programs. We collaborate with other local churches that do joint ministry and 

mission such as serving sack lunches and hot meals to our homeless, youth programs and 

Food Pantry. We further celebrate our donation of funds to police organizations that help 

fight crimes, reach out to families of fallen officers in the line of duties as well as 

normalize relationships between the police and members of our community.  

Outside of our community, we joyfully celebrate our contribution of $6,470 toward 

WAC’s one million dollars campaign for “Imagine NO Malaria!” This was in addition to 

our congregation’s apportionment. Our International Mission Trip to Ganta City, Liberia 

- West Africa, afforded us the opportunity to take along several gifts and to serve at the 

United Methodist Hospital/ School of Nursing and the Jabez Elem. & Jr. High School 

during the period January 24 -February 4, 2016. Well, the list of ministries and mission 

God has accomplished and continues to do so amongst us could go on, but these are 
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humbly mentioned to gratefully acknowledge God’s 

work and those through whom these are really 

happening! Heartfelt thanks to you all of you and, and 

to God be the glory!  

Now, as we begin the third phase of our journeys of 

Faith and service together, let’s take a moment to 

ponder the Apostle Paul’s message in the above 

scripture lesson. Paul reminds his first readers, even 

us, that God has a goal for which he calls each of us 

out in Christ Jesus. Our task as believers is to keep 

pressing on toward that Goal as made manifest to us in 

and through the life and work of Jesus Christ. In 

essence, idle life, complacency and stagnation are 

poisonous to living a vibrant and thriving Christian 

life both as an individual Christian as well as a 

congregation. In order to be more focused this year 

and beyond, I would like to invite all of us to 

prayerfully consider these three areas as our goals for 

ministry and mission beginning September 2016 thru 

September 2020:  

1. Out-reach –let’s continue the effort at 

reaching out to share Christ’s love through 

services and invitations with people in our 

community and neighborhood. 

2. Worship – make our worship services 

people’s oriented, invitational, Christ-focused, 

spiritual and fun! 

3. Nurture – continue provide opportunities for 

meeting people’s spiritual and physical needs. 

While it is true that we are doing some, we 

need to be more intentional.  

Details on each of these three goals will be 

provided from time to time.   

Finally, pray without ceasing and enjoy your summer 

in Jesus’ name!  

Blessings,  

Rev. Jakes Voker 

Pastor 
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AUGUST WORSHIP THEMES 

12th Sunday- Pentecost /Holy Communion 

08/07/2016 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23, Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

1Corinthians 11:17-22, Luke 12:32-40  

Theme:  The Table We Share…  

 

13th Sunday – Pentecost – 08/14/2016 

Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19M, Isaiah 5: 1-7 

Hebrews 11: 29-12:2, Luke 12: 49-53 

Theme:  Christ, a radical change Agent 

 

14th Sunday- Pentecost – 08/21/2016 

Psalm 71:1-6, Jeremiah 1: 4-10 

Hebrews 12: 18-29. Luke 13: 10-17 

Theme: Sabbath or saving grace?  

 

15th Sunday – Pentecost    - 08/28/2016 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16, Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

Theme: Humility prevents humiliation 

 

FINANCE TEAM MEETING OPEN TO ALL 

The Finance Team of our congregation is scheduled to 

meet on Tuesday 16th August 2016 @ 6:00 pm in the 

church’s sanctuary. 

 One of the key issues on the agenda is a 

discussion around the Vanco Payment Solutions or 

other EFT Systems of giving toward the ministry and 

mission of our congregation.  In order to be able to 

make the right decision, the Finance Team has invited 

Mr. Eric P. Churan, President of the Wisconsin 

United Methodist Foundation, Wisconsin Conference 

to be present at this meeting to give us more 

information.  Eric also serves as the treasurer of his 

local congregation that has been using Vanco Payment 

Solutions of the years with huge success! 

 It is said, more than 20,000 churches, schools and 

other faith-based organizations nationwide rely on 

Vanco Payment Solutions for convenient electronic 

donation and payment services to provide much-

needed financial stability, better forecasting and 

greater confidence in meeting financial goals and 

operations. If you would like to have prior knowledge 

about this electronic payments system, you may visit:  

VancoPayments.com. 

 This meeting is open to all interested members, 

affiliates and friends of Racine First UMC. 

 Thanks and we look forward to seeing you all! 

The Team on Finance. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN 

AUGUST! 

 4 - Judy Kara 

 5 – Jakes Voker 

10 - Wendy Toutant 

11 - Chuck Harmon 

      Marilyn Kappel 

20 - Joe Sens 

22 - Meghan Fernholz 

       Scott Randecker 

23 – Hunter DeRosier 

27 - Helen Botsford 

     Beth Michael 

29 - Elissa Pischke 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

AUGUST!! 

  4 - Jim & Sue Ott-Holland 

     5 - Ed & Melanie Guckenberger 

 31 - Fred & Debby Ganaway 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS IN 

AUGUST 

 7 – 

14 – 

21 – 

28 -  

 

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 

Our item for August will be cans 

of pork & beans.  Place your 

donations in the crates located 

near the church entrances.  Patti 

Walker will deliver the items to 

the food pantry.  Thanks for your 

continued support. 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR AUGUST will benefit our 

Pastor’s Emergency Fund.  Each 

day members of the community 

come to First Church seeking 

help with a bus pass, help with 

paying rent and/or utility bills, 

needing copies of birth 

certificates and many other 

requests for assistance.  Your 

donation to the loose change 

offering will help us help others.   

 

USHER SCHEDULE 

Aug. 7 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

Dave Johnson 

Aug. 14 

Chuck & Jean Harmon 

August Grulich 

Aug. 21 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

Jan Rosellini 

Aug. 28 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

Dave Johnson 

 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your assigned 

day, please contact someone 

from the usher list to substitute 

for you.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT will 

take place on Tuesday, August 2, 

from 5pm – 8 pm.  First Church 

will be participating this year 

with an event to be held in our 

parking lot.  Since we don’t have 

many people living in our 

neighborhood, we have scaled 

down our participation in this 

event.  We will be handing out 

popcorn and water to those who 

might pass by and will take part 

in the effort to make our 

community less violent and more 

friendly.  We could still use a few 

volunteers to help with this event. 

See  Amanda Schnaare with your 

offer to help. 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!! 

First Church will host a Vacation 

Bible School August 14-18, 6:00 

– 8:00 pm.  We are hoping to 

work with the members of Trinity 

and Faith UMC’s in an effort to 

attract as many people as 

possible.  

 The theme will be “JOY 

IN JESUS – Everywhere!  All the 

Time”.  Registration forms are on 

the sanctuary tables – be sure to 

invite your family, friends, and 

neighbors as the event is open to 

all. 

 We will be needing help 

in several areas so please be sure 

to contact Amanda Schnaare 

(995-4315) with your offer to 

help.  This doesn’t come together 

by itself – it takes team work so 

be a part of the team for Joy in 

Jesus!! 

 

YOUTH TO ATTEND 

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE FARM 

JULY 31 – AUGUST 5 

Several of our youth will be 

attending the Christian Disciple 

Farm where they will be working 

with disabled persons as they 

enjoy the experience of a camp 

setting.  Activities will include 

being a “buddy” to the campers, 

helping with camp maintenance 

and other projects that may arise. 

 Those attending from First 

Church include Ricky Castro, 

Cassie Meredith, Fiona Craig, 

C.J. Thiel, and Scott McClelland. 

 Please keep these members in 

your prayers as they participate in 

this mission project with other 

youth and adults. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Each Sunday 

 Adult Sunday School 9:00 am  

 Worship Service 10:00 am 

 Fellowship Time 11:15 am 

 Casa de Dios Worship Service 5:00 pm 

Each Monday 

 CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 

 Casa de Dios Bible Study 6:30 pm 

Each Wednesday    

 Kiwanis Club Luncheon Noon 

 Praise Team Rehearsal 5:30 pm 

 Young Adult Dinner & Discussion 7:30 pm 

Each Thursday 

 Faith to Life Bible Study 3:00 pm 

Each Saturday 

 Sack Lunch Program Noon 

 

Sunday, July 31 – thru Friday August 5 

 Youth Attend Christian Disciple Farm 

Tuesday, August 2 

 National Night Out Event  5:00-8:00 pm 

Saturday, August 6 

 Controlling Community Violence 9:00 am 

Sunday, August 7 

 FFRANC Breakfast 9:00 am 

Wednesday, August 10 

 First Alive Wednesday Pot Luck 5:00 pm 

 Young Adult Discussion 6:30 pm 

Friday, August 12 

 Movie Trivia Night 6:00 pm 

Sunday, August 14 thru Thursday, August 18 

 Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00 pm 

Tuesday, August 16 

 Finance Team Meeting 6:00 pm 

 Administrative Board Meeting 7:00 pm 

Saturday, August 27 

 Controlling Community Violence 9:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A REQUEST FROM THE DISTRICT OFFICE - 

Your church is asked to remember to pray for each 

church or charge during their special week. 

  

Thank you and Blessings! 

  

August: 1-7:  Milwaukee: Urban Poiema, their pastor 

Juan Garay, this is a new church start that is rapidly 

growing in the Milwaukee and Waukesha are. Urban 

Poiema is located at Milwaukee 3600 W Piearce St. 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 and Waukesha 915 Magnolia 

Dr. Waukesha, WI. urbanpoiema.com 

  

August: 8-14: New Berlin: Agape, no pastor yet, their 

133 members, Agape is located at: 3100 S. Stigler 

Rd., New Berlin, WI 53146. August: 15-21 

 

August: 15-21: Pewaukee: Gethsemane: their pastor 

Peter A. Peterson, Gethsemane 380 members, 

Gethsemane is located at 642 Main St. Pewaukee, WI 

53072, pewaukeeumc.org 

  

August: 22-28: New Berlin: Our Lord’s, their pastor 

Keith N. Aurand, their 271 members, Our Lord’s is 

located at 5000 S. Sunnyslope Rd., New Berlin, WI 

53151 

  

August: 29-Sep 4: North Prairie, Eagle,  their pastor 

Hong-Lim Moses Park, their 89 members, North 

Prairie is located at 107 N. Main St. North Prairie, WI 

53153, Eagle is located at 305 E Main St. Eagle WI, 

53119 

 

UPDATE ON ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

I thought I would give you a final update regarding the 

pledge appeal for the new roof.  The original pledge 

appeal for the roof netted $23,496.  After the second 

pledge appeal we received an additional $16,460 in 

pledges for a total in pledges of $39,956.  So far we 

have received payments of $27,245 against pledges 

and have also received an additional $1,231 in giving 

but not pledged for a total of $28,476.  If everyone is 

able to complete their pledge, we should receive more 

than $41,000 to offset the cost of the new roof.  Thank 

you all for everything that you do for First United 

Methodist Church Racine. 

Fred Ganaway, Church Council Chair 
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Dear Members and Friends 

  

You are invited to be a part of our FFRANC 

(Fellowship of Families, Relatives, Acquaintances, 

Neighbors, and Co-workers) breakfast on Sunday, 

August 7 at 9:00 am.  We have National Night Out 

coming up on Tuesday August 2.  Vacation Bible 

School starts August 14.  If you can, please try to be a 

part of these activities or donate to them. 

             

FFRANC Sunday offers opportunities for all members 

of our congregation and their invitees to gather on 

the first Sunday of each month for a time of 

fellowship and to celebrate the blessings of special 

days in their lives over delicious breakfast. Those 

special days may include birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, newly wedded, first job, etc.  We note 

that you have a special event happening in your life in 

August. 

 

August’s FFRANC event will be sponsored by the 

people who were recognized as having special 

occasions in July. Thereafter, on the first Sunday of 

each subsequent month, people whose special days 

were celebrated in the preceding month, along with 

the entire congregation, will provide the breakfast for 

those celebrating in the current month.  The FFRANC 

Breakfast has been a resounding success.  Let’s keep it 

going! 

 

Again, we would like to encourage everyone to invite 

someone and be present at each celebration, even if 

you aren’t able to bring a dish! We prayerfully look 

forward to a joyful celebration with you at each 

FFRANC Sunday, all in the name of Jesus Christ, the 

one in whom our joy is made complete! 

 

Sincerely, 

    The Team on Hospitality 
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JULY 4TH FOOD BOOTH A HUGE SUCCESS 

Sincere thanks to Ellen Spiering for coordinating the 

July 4th food booth in the church parking lot.  Here are 

a few photos of the activities, customers and helpers: 
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 The Mission of  

 First United Methodist Church 

 

• To provide a place for people to experience God and 

find inspiration for daily living. 

• To welcome all people as valued members of the 

community. 

• To encourage growth in faith and service on their 

spiritual journeys. 

• To work for social justice. 

• And to invite all to experience eternal life through 

Jesus Christ.  


