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THINKING EASTER!!!! 

 

I’m already thinking Easter when it’s just ten days into the forty week-days that began on 

Ash Wednesday known and celebrated as the season of Lent in accordance with the 

Christian calendar. We know that Lent recalls, reminds, and invites Christians of every 

denomination to a period of prayer, fasting and penitence as ways not only to identify 

with the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, but for personal spiritual renewal, strength and 

growth. So, why would I be thinking and talking about Easter so early in Lent, one may 

ask. Well, here’s the deal, keeping Lent is very challenging! It is a season that requires 

spiritual disciplines that seem daunting, if not impossible, compared to my strength as a 

human being. So, I try to find ways to strengthen my chosen spiritual discipline, i.e. 

reading and meditating on the Gospel of John, by regularly counting down the days in 

Lent toward Easter. 

 

So, why look forward to Easter? Well, apart from Christmas/Advent, we know that Easter 

is the most joyous and celebrative Christian season. It is known as the Great Fifty Days 

with emphases on the resurrection and ascension of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as 

well as the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Easter is the symbol of new 

life being breathed into the lame and almost dead community. From the weariness of 

observing forty days of spiritual disciplines, Easter reinvigorates our souls with renewed 

strength and assures us that spiritual growth and vitality are still possible on our faith life 

and work. 

 

To make your Easter an even better experience, we invite you join us on a five-week 

sermon series based on the movie entitled: “RISEN – Uncover the Mystery That Changed 

History.”   Producers: Mark Liddell, Kevin Reynolds, and Paul Aiello.  This is a movie 

that is currently showing in theaters around the country. It is helping people to relive the 

epic story of Jesus' death and experience the power of the Resurrection! Beginning 

Sunday, March 27th the sermon topic would include the following: 1: "The Jesus You 

Never Knew";  2: "The Jesus Who Calls You to Stop Playing It Safe"; 3: "The 

Resurrection: Myth or Miracle?" 4: "The Greatest Comeback in History" and 5: "The 

Jesus Who Wants You Fully Alive." A DVD clip on each topic will be shown prior to the 

sermon each Sunday. Don’t miss out on these wonderful Easter Services! Again, don’t 

forget to invite someone each Sunday!  

 

It’s my prayerful hope that the Easter Season would bring each of us spiritual renewal, 

reinvigorate our wearied souls with new strength and help us grow to our fullest 

potentials on our journeys of faith and service with Jesus Christ.  

 

Think Easter! Think possibilities beyond belief and have a joyous Easter in the RISEN 

Lord and Savior! 

 

Blessings,  

Rev. Jakes 
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Worship Themes for March 

 

Holy Communion Sunday            03/06/2016 

Psalm 32: 1ff.; Joshua 5: 9-12 

2Corinthians 5: 16-21; Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 

Theme: The Searching God 

We read from the Bible that God is the Creator of the 

universe and all therein. Amongst the massive and 

wonderful creations, God specifically created the 

creature in God's own likeness or image. Ever since 

God invested wisdom, time and energy in creating, 

God has been on the lookout, watching, protecting and 

making provisions to meet the needs of all that God 

had created. Let us not forget that God has invested so 

much in each of us because we matter. God won’t let 

us fall through the cracks of life when we call upon 

and allow God’s help.  

 

Lent 5th Sunday        03/13/ 2016 

 ( Day Light Saving begins) 

Psalm 126: 1ff.; Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Philippians 3: 4b-14; John 12: 1-11 

Theme: To whom belongs your best? 

Christian Believers of every generation claim that all 

good and perfect gifts come from God.  We affirm this 

belief whenever we recite the doxology following the 

lifting of offering during worship services. If God is so 

generous and good to give us “All the good things,” to 

whom belongs our quality and best of our gifts 

including our money, talents and even our very 

ourselves?  

   

Lent 6th Sunday – 03/20/2016 

(Liturgy of the Palm) 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29; John 12: 12-19 

Theme: Whose are you in the crowd?  

Large crowds of people followed Jesus everywhere he 

went.  Amongst the crowd that welcomed Jesus in 

Jerusalem were both supporters and betrayers. The 

same holds true for the crowds that follow him today, 

even in the Church. Whose are you in this crowd? 

 

Holy Week Activities: Church Doors open 

throughout week days for prayers 9:a.m to 12:p.m to 

all who would like to stop in for prayers. Please stop 

at church office first! 

Holy Thursday Service - 03/24/2016   (6:p.m) 

Psalm 116: 1-4; 12-19; Exodus 12: 1-4; 5-10; 11-14 

1 Corinthians 11: 23-26; John 13: 1-17;31-35 

Theme: Whose Feet need washing?  

When Jesus washed his first century disciples feet, he 

challenged to them to do the same for one another. As 

present day disciples, have any thoughts of whose feet 

that need washing in obedience to challenge?  

     

Good Friday Service- 03/25/2016 12:-2:p.m. 

Service of songs, bells and The Seven Last Words in 

our Sanctuary – Readers are needed.  Please contact 

the church office with your offer to assist with this 

meaningful service. 

 

Easter Day- 03/27/2016 

“Son  Rise Service-   8: a.m – 8: 45a.m (Location: In 

or out doors depends on the weather) 

 

Regular Sunday Worship Service  - 10: A.M 

Psalm 118:14-24; 1Corinthians 15: 19-26 

John 3: 16-17; 20: 1-18 

Theme: “The Jesus you never knew”   

John’s Gospel account of the resurrection talks about 

the views of first three disciples that arrived at the 

tomb early that morning. We notice the diverse 

reactions of those first three people in the story. What 

if you were present at that tomb, what would you have 

seen and how would you have reacted? Even today, 

when you hear the story of the empty tomb, what 

comes to your mind? What’s in this “Empty tomb” for 

you as a believer?  

 

 EASTER LILIES to decorate the sanctuary for our 

Easter Morning Worship Service may be ordered by 

signing on the sheets on 

the sanctuary tables.  

Please place your order by 

Sunday, March 20th.  The 

cost is $12.00 per plant.  

You may take your plant 

home with you following 

morning worship on Easter, March 27th. 

FIRST ALIVE WEDNESDAY - The second 

Wednesday of the month is First Alive Wednesday. 

 This time it falls on Wednesday, March 9. We feature 

a potluck dinner starting at 5pm.  The event, hosted by 

the Hospitality Team, is open to everyone.  This is a 

time of fellowship, fun, and good conversation.  This 

month we will learn more about the Liberia mission 

trip.  Hope to see you there and don't forget to bring 

your favorite dish to share! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN 

MARCH! 

2 – Sue Mills                                

4 – Bob Trobaugh                        

6 – Amie Jean Feest                     

   Marge Hannon                          

    Nathan Michael                        

12 – Becky Meredith                    

14 – Dawn Nejedly                     

15 – Scott Boehm                        

16 – Patti Walker                         

18 – Debby Ganaway                   

19 – Sandi McQuade                

28 – Carol Christensen                

29 – Rob Meredith 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

MARCH! 

29 – Justin & Shannon Hirth 

ALTAR FLOWERS                   
 6 – Mary K. Tsuchiya 

13 –  

20 –  

27 - 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR 

MARCH is Chunky soup.  Bring 

your donations to church any 

time and place them in the crates 

near the entrances.  All food 

collected is distributed by the 

North Side Food Pantry at 

Trinity UMC. 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR MARCH is designated for 

HALO (Homeless Assistance 

Leadership Organization) of 

Racine.  This being the only 

homeless shelter in Racine, there 

is a constant need for funds for a 

variety of the programs HALO 

provides.  Simply place your 

loose change – or more – in the 

small brown envelopes found in 

the pew racks.  Thanks for your 

continued support of our 

outreach ministries. 

USHER SCHEDULE 

March 6 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

Jan Rosellini 

March 13 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

Dave Johnson 

March 20 

Jan Rosellini 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

March 27 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

Dave Johnson 

 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your assigned 

day, please contact someone 

from the usher list to substitute 

for you.  Thanks. 

 

START 

COLLECTING 

YOUR 

RUMMAGE!! 

The United 

Methodist Women will be 

sponsoring a Rummage Sale on 

Saturday, April 23 from 9:00 – 

3:00 pm. You can start bringing 

your donations at any time.   

 

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN will hold their 

luncheon meeting on Thursday, 

March 10 at noon in the social 

room.  Our guest speaker will be 

Steven Mussenden, Executive 

Director of the Racine Literacy 

Council. All are welcome to 

attend the luncheon.  The cost is 

$8.00.  Please make your 

reservations with the monthly 

callers or by calling the church 

office (633-7632) by noon on 

Tuesday, March 8th. 

Our hostess will be Patti Walker.  

INTENTIONAL FAITH 

DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

NEWS 

We hope you have enjoyed and 

are enjoying the many Bible 

studies that Pastor Jakes has 

continued to teach us each week. 

 But we want to remind everyone 

that our church has free access to 

RightNow Media, an online 

library of Bible studies lectures, 

training, etc.  If you have an 

email address that you have 

shared with the church, then you 

have access.  We hope to have a 

short demonstration on how to 

use this program in an upcoming 

worship service. 

 Please let our team 

members know if you are 

interested in creating or attending 

a new small group.  We have 

gotten ideas from some members 

for a possible coffee clutch group 

and for a group for our young 

adults in the church. 

 We are in desperate need 

of back-up volunteers for the 

nursery and also for the 

Children’s Sunday School class.  

Please call the church to let us 

know that you can help. 

 A great big “Thank You” 

to the United Methodist Women 

for funding the purchase of a 

smart TV for the Sunday School 

class.  Thanks also to Jean 

Whiteside for making the 

purchase. 

 Thank you, 

Beth Michael and all 

members of  the Team 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – MARCH 6 

 
TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, 
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE 
EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE WAKE 
OF DISASTER. 
 

When disaster strikes anywhere I the world, the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

supports global and local efforts to aid survivors by 

working in all facets of disaster response, from 

training volunteers in the U.S. to shipping emergency 

relief supplies internationally,   Recently, UMCOR 

and a partner worked together to redo children’s 

preschools from top to bottom in refugee camps in 

Lebanon.  Now, for those Palestinian Syrian children, 

life is a little brighter than it once was.   

“Many on the planet have only known natural disaster, 

conflict or war,” says the Rev. Denise Honeycutt, 

UMCOR deputy general secretary.  “UMCOR offers 

hope and tangible expressions of God’s love, as we 

respond when natural and human-caused disaster 

overwhelms a community.” 
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March 20 – Palm Sunday Worship Service at 

10:00 am 

Monday, March 21 thru Wednesday, March 23 – 

The church will be open for personal reflection 

from 9:00 am until noon. 

March 24 – Holy Thursday Supper & Communion 

Service at 6:00 pm 

March 25 – Good Friday – Worship service 

beginning at noon until 2:00 pm.  Come and go 

as your schedule allows. 

Sunday, March 27 – Easter Morning Son Rise 

Service at 8:00 am 

Traditional Worship service at 10:00 am 

Easter Egg Hunt for Children at 11:15 am 

 

FUNDRAISING WHILE YOU SHOP!! 

 

First Church is joining hundreds of other churches and 

schools who use the “Shopwithscrip” plan to raise 

funds for their various programs! 

 

“Scrip fundraising is a no-selling program that enables 

families to raise money for their non-profit 

organization.  Scrip is just another way to pay for 

everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash, 

checks and credit cards. 

 

You purchase gift cards from your organization at face 

value, and your coordinator orders those cards from 

Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced price.  The 

difference is an instant rebate for your organization.  

It’s really that simple! 

 

Great Lakes Scrip Center offers over 300 of the 

country’s biggest brands, including grocery, 

department stores, gas stations, restaurants, hotels, 

home improvement, and more.  Just by using scrip to 

pay for your normal weekly purchases you can 

easily raise $500 or more per year. It’s time to put 

your shopping dollars to work!” 

   (continued on next page) 

The First Word is published monthly 

by First United Methodist Church      

       745 Main Street, Racine, WI 

53403 

Phone: 262-633-7632 

Email – racine1umc@tds.net  or 

pastorfumcr@tds.net (Pastor) 

Office hours:                                    

Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon 

Pastor – Jakes S. Voker                      

 Editor – Carol Feest 
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Many of you may already be familiar with this 

program – that’s great!  We are looking for a 

coordinator to take on this important program.  Can 

we count on you?   Contact the church office (633-

7632) with your offer to help or if you have questions 

about this program. 

 

FFRANC BREAKFAST – MARCH 6 

 
Dear members and friends, 

You are invited to be a part of our FFRANC 

(Fellowship of Families, Relatives, Acquaintances, 

Neighbors, and Co-workers) breakfast on Sunday, 

March 6 at 9:00 am.  We are looking forward to a 

blessed Lenten season and Easter. 

 

FFRANC Sunday offers opportunities for all members 

of our congregation and their invitees to gather on 

the first Sunday of each month for a time of 

fellowship and to celebrate the blessings of special 

days in their lives over delicious breakfast. Those 

special days may include birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, newly wedded, first job, etc.  We note 

that you have a special event happening in your life in 

March. 

 

March’s FFRANC event will be sponsored by the 

people who were recognized as having special 

occasions in February. Thereafter, on the first 

Sunday of each subsequent month, people whose 

special days were celebrated in the preceding month, 

along with the entire congregation, will provide the 

breakfast for those celebrating in the current month.  

The FFRANC Breakfast has been a resounding 

success.  Let’s keep it going! 

 

Again, we would like to encourage everyone to invite 

someone and be present at each celebration, even if 

you aren’t able to bring a dish! We prayerfully look 

forward to a joyful celebration with you at each 

FFRANC Sunday, all in the name of Jesus Christ, the 

one in whom our joy is made complete! 

 

Sincerely, 

    The Team on Hospitality 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Each Sunday 

 Morning Worship & Sunday School  10:00 am 

 Fellowship Time    11:15 am 

 Casa de Dios Worship Service   5:00 pm 

Each Monday 

 OFFICES CLOSED 

 Keith Griffin Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

 Casa de Dios Bible Study   6:30 pm 

Each Wednesday 

 Kiwanis Club Luncheon   Noon 

 Praise team Rehearsal   5:30 pm 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal   6:00 pm 

Each Thursday except the 24th 

 Lenten Bible Study, Reep Room  3:00 pm 

Each Saturday 

 Sack Lunch Program    Noon 

 

Wednesday, March 2 

 Youth Group meeting at Faith UMC  6:00 pm 

Monday, March 7 

 Empty Bowls Fund Raiser                11 am & 4 pm 

 Crafting Conversations   6:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 9 

 First Alive Wednesday Pot Luck  5:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 16 

 Youth Group meeting at Faith UMC  6:00 pm 

Saturday, March 19 

Controlling Community Violence meeting 9:00 am 

Monday, March 21 thru Wednesday, March 23 

 Church open for personal reflection 9:00 am - noon 

Thursday, March 24 

 Holy Thursday Supper & Worship service    6:00 pm 

Friday, March 25 

 Good Friday Service here  Noon – 2:00 pm 

Sunday, March 27 

 Easter Son Rise Service   8:00 am 

 Morning Worship              10:00 am 

 Easter Egg hunt for children             11:15 am 

Wednesday, March 30 

 Youth Group meeting at Trinity  6:00 pm 

Thursday, March 31 

 Faith to Life Bible Study, Reep Room 3:00 pm 

 

LASAGNA DINNER – MAY 6 – Youth event held at 

the Masonic Center – watch for more details in 

upcoming newsletters and bulletins. 

 

 



________________________________________________________________

_____________________ 

First United Methodist 
CHURCH HISTORY 

~THEN & NOW~ 
Racine, Wisconsin           Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian 

Editing assistance from Carol Michael Feest & Judy Johnson Madsen 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________ 

   5 March 1966   Racine Journal Times 

 
 8 names above: Who do you know or remember? 
Who took care of the small children?  

___________________________________________ 

PEW RENTALS 
 in our old church in the late 1800’s 

    How many pews did our old church at 8th & Main have? 

   110 were recorded some weeks.   Pew #110 rented for $1 

    ($26.62 in today’s money). March 1894: pew #1 was .75, 

    #53 was $1,  #87 was $1.50. 
______________________________________________________ 

~ Each Church Member  

Has Church History! 
(Watch for others next month. Let us know  

if you would like to be in this in the future) 
 

~ Can you name who this is? 
~ was baptized here in 1931.  

~ her father was a member of 2nd Methodist before joining 

1st Methodist Episcopal 

~ Confirmed here  

~ Triple Trio Choir* (comprised of 9 high school students) 

     1946-1949   They sang Acapella from the balcony 

~ 1954   Married Andy here in front of the sanctuary 

railing, ceremony conducted by Dr. C. Seidenspinner 

~ Wedding reception was in our social room 

~ taught Sunday school with Mrs. Zwetch 

      to 4 & 5 year olds (including someone with initials JS) 

~ Choir member, sat next to Bernice Styberg, 2nd row 

Southside of our choir loft 

~ All 3 children baptized here:  Peter, Peggy, Paul  

~ family has helped prepare communion glasses & bread  

~ Served as head of Children’s Shop & the Gift Shop for 

the annual church bazaar, and served hamball dinners 

~ Member of Fun & Fellowship group  

~ Currently a member of the History & Archives Group 
                  *More info about Triple Trio in the history exhibit cases 

~~~Answer:  nesdaM nosnhoJ yduJ   (letters typed in reverse) 
 

~ Can you name who this is? 
~ joined in 1951 when he married Shirley (who was a member 

since she was a little girl, daughter of Ansgar & Margie 

Brown Hansen.)  Dr. Seidenspinner officiated 

~ served on Board of Trustees 11 years, “for building & 

maintenance: there were always things to work on” 

 ~ sang in choir 11-12 years, “most enjoyable part was the 

other people” 

~ worked for a few years in the 1950’s for Quaker Oaks in 

Omaha.  He & his wife went to a Methodist Church there, and 

the minister turned out to be the son of one of our previous 

ministers ( J.W. Perry who served us  1927-1935)   What a 

great coincidence! 

~ scouted out the masons who helped open our cornerstones 

in 2011 & 2014 

~ misses getting to church   
~~~Answer:  nesnetsirhC vrI    (letters typed in reverse order) 

____________________________________________      
________________________________________________________________ 

 EASTER, March 25, 1894: 148 pledges, 

totaled $207.55;  which is $5,734.00 in today’s money. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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Easter ~ 3 April 1920 
   Large Newspaper Ad from our First 

Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

 
Notice & wonder about  

these details in the 96 yr. old ad: 
~At “THE CHURCH OF THE REVOLVING CROSS” 

 refers to the former lighted revolving cross on top of 

our bldg. which was 10 feet tall! 

~ There are a variety of quotes throughout the cross 

~ Sunrise Meeting   5:45 O’clock 

~ Big Meeting   3 P.M.  (Sounds interesting!) 

~ For Boys and Girls   7:30 P.M. 

~ Lower lines: Come and Celebrate the Greatest Day 

of Hope for All the World. God has wonderfully 

blessed First Church during these meetings. These 

blessings may be yours. It’s up to you. 

~ corner of ad says (Auspices Publicity Committee)  
_____________________________________________________ 

~ SEE THE NEW PHOTO DISPLAY ~ 
Presented at the December 2015 United Methodist Women 

meeting and now on display in the church museum.  About 40 

photos taken in the social room at the 2011 Jan Meeting of the 

UMW. The program in 2011 displayed old church records, and 

members looked through them. This was the beginning of 

historical events and organizing our archives as the year of our 

175th anniversary in 2011.  See who you know in the photos. 

~12 of the 13… 1 still missing! 
The last photo to fill the board… 

13 Pastors in 100 years have served in our current church 

building! For our Sept 2014 building’s 100th Annivrsary, I put 

together a display board of 12 of those 13. (on display in the 

Church History Museum.)      ~  But, it is NOT COMPLETE, 

yet.    I have been searching for 1½  years for a photo of 

Herbert E Murkett, who served here 1926-1927. 

(Interesting fact: he testified at the Scopes Monkey Trial- 

about evolution- in 1925 in Chattanooga, TN.)     

 The Hunt for the photo:  ~I have  emailed & called present 

day Methodist churches where he served  back in the 1900s:  

Hollywood CA; Wauwatosa WI, Miami Florida; Alabama; 

Tennessee & more.   ~I have searched family trees & 

Methodist archives on the internet, hoping for a photo.  I spent 

time putting together his family tree, looking for leads; located 

obituraries of his family,  hoping for more clues. I located 

phone numbers of his grandson & greatgrandson & left 

messages. NO luck.   ~There certainly MUST BE JUST 1 

PHOTO somewhere?  ~THEN Just a few days ago I located 

Murkett’s 1921 passport application with his photo! It has 

been re-copied many times & is of poor quality.   ~~Then 

TODAY I got the nicest call back from a Methodist Church in 

Montgomery,Alabama and Murkett’s grandson (a retired man) 

is a member there and they will help me contact him!    The 

woman who called was as pleased as I was excited. 

                             ~We may meet Herbert E. Murkett yet… 
_____________________________________________________________ 

~Do you know our members? 
Past & present… 

1. A member who was the principal of Janes School for 30 

years, until 1919… 

2. A member who was in Virginia Harnett’s speech class at 

Horlick High school in 1946… 

3. She has been a member for more than ½ the life of our 

church’s existence… (Our Congregation is 180 years old) 

4. Served as minister of our congregation for 27 years… 

5. Member of the First Church Dinner Club 1953-1967… 

6. Owned long-playing record of “Methodist Pie” song… 

7.  He owned 3 drug stores… 

8. A lifetime member who has sung in the Praise Team…  

9. Youngest member on the 2016 trip to Liberia… 

10. Chairperson of the 2011 Church Directory… 
 

     Answers:  1.John C. NeCollins (lived 1859-1919)  2.Judy Madsen 

     3.Marilyn Kappel & who else?   4.Dr. Clarence Seidenspinner  

     5.Glenn Coates    6.Serge Logan    7.Frank Eby   8.Dawn Nejedly 

     9.Austin Feest   10.Melanie Guckenberger  
________________________________________________________________ 
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 The Mission of  

 First United Methodist Church 

 

• To provide a place for people to experience God and 

find inspiration for daily living. 

• To welcome all people as valued members of the 

community. 

• To encourage growth in faith and service on their 

spiritual journeys. 

• To work for social justice. 

• And to invite all to experience eternal life through 

Jesus Christ. 


