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Lent calls for a microscopic view of our faith life and journey. 

Lent is the season of forty days, excluding Sundays, of preparations through specific 

spiritual disciplines toward the celebration of the death and glorious resurrection of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Unlike Christmas and New Year Seasons during which we 

await with high anticipation for the arrival of our Savior to be born and joyfully celebrate 

dawn of a new day, Lent calls upon us to get involved in critical reflections and 

disciplined actions. Lent calls us to reflect upon our lives through the microscopic lenses 

of acceptable spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, repentance, self-examinations 

and self-denial.  As for John Wesley, Lent primarily focuses on the doctrine of salvation 

and the relationship between grace, faith, and holiness of heart and life. During Lent we 

see grace as Christ willingly makes himself an available ransom for the sins of human 

beings. Jesus demonstrates Faith in His Father’s promise to see him through the 

excruciating sufferings and to give him victory over death. As to holiness of heart and 

life, Christ Jesus was superb! He was obedient to God and committed to doing and 

accomplishing God’s will in words and deeds. 

 

Lenten Season offers us the opportunity to recount, and re-evaluate our strength and 

weakness for the missional task God has called and assigned us. Let’s not forget our need 

for repentance and for the forgiveness of the God proclaimed by Jesus Christ.  

 

This Lenten Season invites us to call upon God’s Spirit to help us walk in the footsteps of 

Jesus, and be his comforting and consoling presence to the lonely. Lent further calls and 

challenges us to leave our comfort zones, leave the familiar for the unfamiliar like Jesus. 

We are to be the visible manifestations of Christ’s unconditional love and care that took 

him from the comforts of heaven and brought him into this sinful world. We are called to 

leave the easy for the uneasy and tough for the sake of our faith in Jesus Christ.  We are 

called to be Christ’s examples in daily lives in our communities and the world. 

 

During this season, let’s allow God to commission and/or renew our commission as 

Christ’s ambassadors. On Sunday January 17, 2016, five members of our congregation, 

Racine 1st UMC, including the pastor, were commissioned  to join five others from 

Madison and Milwaukee, for a three weeks short term –Christian Service in Ganta, 

Liberia West Africa. While in Ganta Liberia, these Christian men and women will work 

with members of the community at an elementary school, the Ganta United Methodist 

Mission Station and the Ganta United Methodist Hospital. What a great way to begin 

Lent! Thanks to the members of Racine 1st UMC and other churches whose donations 

made this mission trip and its project possible. Our prayer is to represent our 

congregations, but most importantly, to serve as Christ’s loving and caring presence, his 

AMBSSADORS to our Christian brothers and sisters on the other side of the God’s 

global village. As Christ’s Ambassadors, we serve on his term and act only by his 

directives.  May His will be done in us and through us all this Lenten Season and beyond. 

   

Have a blessed Lent  

Rev. Jakes, Pastor 
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP THEMES 

 

Epiphany 5th /Transfiguration /Holy Communion 

Sunday - 02/07/2016                                                    

2 Peter 1: 16-21                                                       

Luke 9: 37-43 

Theme: The Transfiguration: a glimpse of God’s 

heaven.  

Christians of every age and time have always talked 

about God’s heaven. We all envision and even craft 

what the quality of life would be like in heaven. The 

truth, none of us have ever been there. Consequently, 

most of all we claim to know about heaven are based 

either on scriptures, traditional views passed down or 

our own faith understanding. The transfiguration 

portrayed a glimpse of what life would be like in 

heaven. Just as the dead, (Moses and Elijah), rose and 

interacted with those that were still alive, (Jesus and 

the three disciples), so it is going to be when we all 

shall appear in heaven. Love ones from whom we 

have been separated due to frozen hands of death, no 

matter how long, shall once again reunite with us for 

eternal fellowship, joy and peace with our Creator.   

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE - 02/10/2016, 6:p.m.  

                   

Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 

2Corinthians 5: 20b-6:10 

Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 

Theme: Called and 

appointed Christ’s 

Ambassadors 

Christ’s disciples 

celebrate his death and resurrection every year.  Ash 

Wednesday is a gateway to Lent. Lent reminds us of 

our origin, mortality and final destination. We come to 

Church on Ash Wednesday to re-examine ourselves,  

re-acknowledge  our mortality, confess our sins, 

repent,  and ask God for forgiveness. Thereafter, we 

go forth into our communities and the world as his 

ambassadors to share the good with others who have 

not heard. Our ultimate goal as Jesus Christ’s 

ambassadors is to represent him in both words and 

deeds so that others’ lives might be touched and 

transformed in his name.  

 

 02/14/2016 – Lent 1st Sunday 

Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16 

Deuteronomy 26: 1-26 

Romans 10: 8b-13 

Luke 4: 1-15 

Theme: The discipline of Temptation 

As ugly and frightening the word temptation might 

either be or sound, it serves as one of God’s measuring 

rods to authenticate our loyalty to him as well as 

solidify our faith. While this is true, lest we forget that 

God neither tempts nor initiate temptation. However, 

when it comes, he allows and uses it to his own glory. 

   

02/ 21/2016      - Lent 2nd Sunday 

Psalm 27: 1ff.  

Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18 

Philippians 3: 17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

Theme: The discipline of Prayer 

Apostle Paul admonishes all believers to pray in and 

out of season. Why? Well, because prayer is the key 

that unlocks the link of personal communication 

between God and human being, especially, the 

disciples of Jesus Christ. The discipline of prayer is 

that intimate pursuit and practice that keeps a 

believer’s personal relationship his/her Creator alive 

and strong. When one, especially a believer and 

disciple of Jesus Christ, refuses to pray, that means 

he/she has chosen to keep speech from a loving and 

caring God.    

 

02/28/2016      - Lent 3rd Sunday 

Psalm 63: 1-8 

Isaiah 55: 1-9 

1Corinthians 10: 1-13 

Luke 13: 1-9 

Theme: The discipline of Fasting 

The history of the discipline of fasting goes far beyond 

the history our Christian Faith. Fasting was a big part 

of the faith lives and practices of the people in both 

the Old and New Testaments times. The priests, 

prophets, kings, judges of ancient Israel proclaimed 

national day fasting. The same hold true for Jesus 

Christ, his first disciples and ordinary believers. They 

all devoted themselves to the practice and discipline of 

fasting. Why? Fasting, by descriptive definition, is a 

voluntary discipline of abstaining from food in ways 

that profoundly modifies and purifies body tissues. 

Similarly, the spiritual discipline of fasting does 

purifies and cleanses a believer’s inner and spiritual 

life. It humbles and draws us most closely to our 

Creator.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN 

FEBRUARY 

2 – Shirley Schimek                      

3 – Erika Meredith                        

7 – Chris Larson                           

  - Eric Buhler                              

9 – Adriano Mireles-Rangel      

10 – Austin Feest                        

10 - Mariah Mireles-Rangel      

13 – Pat Held                             

14 – Christian Ferguson             

18 – Ellen Spiering                    

27 – Esther Voker 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

FEBRUARY 

11 – Robert & Elissa Pischke    

14 – Scott & Joy McClelland    

25 – Jakes & Esther Voker 

ALTAR FLOWERS – All dates 

are currently open in February.   

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Alexis Faith Cook, daughter of 

Ashley Porter and Daniel Cook, 

was baptized on December 27, 

2015.  May God continue to bless 

this family. 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR 

FEBRUARY will be dried 

potatoes.  Bring your donation to 

the church and place it in the 

crate near the church entrances.  

All items collected will be taken 

to the North Side Food Pantry at 

Trinity UMC for distribution.  

This item is just a suggestion – 

all items are welcome at any time 

so if you see something on sale, 

feel free to purchase that item as 

well.  Thanks for helping feed the 

hungry of our city.  Cash 

donations are also welcomed. 
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LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR FEBRUARY will benefit 

the Hospitality Center at St. 

Luke’s Episcopal Church. Recent 

news articles indicate they are no 

longer able to house people 

overnight.  Alternative shelter 

arrangements are being explored. 

Meals are still offered during the 

day so let’s continue to help our 

neighbors as they serve the most 

vulnerable of our city. 

 

FFRANC BREAKFAST 

Dear members and friends, 

You are invited to be a part of our 

FFRANC (Fellowship of 

Families, Relatives, 

Acquaintances, Neighbors, and 

Co-workers) breakfast 

on Sunday, February 7 at 9:00 

am.  We hope your New Year 

was wonderful and that you are 

successfully working on whatever 

goals you have for 2016.  

 

FFRANC Sunday offers 

opportunities for all members of 

our congregation and their 

invitees to gather on the first 

Sunday of each month for a time 

of fellowship and to celebrate the 

blessings of special days in their 

lives over delicious breakfast. 

Those special days may include 

birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, newly wedded, first 

job, etc.  We note that you have a 

special event happening in your 

life in February and also celebrate 

those returning from the mission 

trip to Liberia. 

 

February’s FFRANC event will 

be sponsored by the people who 

were recognized as having special 

occasions in January. Thereafter, 

on the first Sunday of each 

subsequent month, people whose 

special days were celebrated in 

the preceding month, along with 

the entire congregation, will 

provide the breakfast for those 

celebrating in the current month.  

The FFRANC Breakfast has been 

a resounding success.  Let’s keep 

it going! 

 

Again, we would like to 

encourage everyone to invite 

someone and be present at each 

celebration, even if you aren’t 

able to bring a dish! We 

prayerfully look forward to a 

joyful celebration with you at 

each FFRANC Sunday, all in the 

name of Jesus Christ, the one in 

whom our joy is made complete! 

 

Sincerely, 

    The Team on Hospitality 

 

USHER SCHEDULE 

Feb. 7 

Chuck & Jean Harmon 

Dave Johnson 

Paul Nejedly 

Feb. 14 

Jeff Fernholz 

August Grulich 

Ricky Castro 

Feb. 21 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

Dave Johnson 

Feb. 28 

Paul Nejedly 

Chuck & Jean Harmon 

August Grulich 

 

If you are unable to be an usher 

on your scheduled day, please 

contact someone from the list to 

substitute for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Each Sunday 

 Morning Worship & Sunday School  10:00 am 

 Fellowship Time    11:15 am 

 Casa de Dios Worship Service   5:00 pm 

Each Monday 

 OFFICES CLOSED 

 Keith Griffin Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

 Casa de Dios Bible Study   6:30 pm 

Each Wednesday 

 Kiwanis Club Luncheon   Noon 

 Praise team Rehearsal   5:30 pm 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal   6:00 pm 

Each Thursday starting the 11th 

 Lenten Bible Study, Reep Room  3:00 pm 

Each Saturday 

 Sack Lunch Program    Noon 

 

Monday, February 1 

 Crafting Conversations   6:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 3 

 Youth Group meeting at Trinity  6:00 pm 

Tuesday, February 9 

 Worship Team meeting   6:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 10 

 Ash Wednesday Supper & Communion 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, February 16 

 Discipleship Team Meeting   6:00 pm 

 Finance Team meeting   6:00 pm  

Administrative Board meeting  7:00 pm 

Saturday, February 20 

 Controlling Community Violence  9:00 am 

 

EMPTY BOWL FUND RAISER SET FOR MARCH 

7, 2016 

LOCATION: Festival Hall, 5 Fifth St. Racine - $15.00 

Empty Bowls is an annual Racine event, which brings 

together the entire community to raise money for the 

Racine Food Bank and HALO~ Homeless Assistance 

Leadership Organization, Inc.  In 2015, Racine Empty 

Bowls was able to donate a total of over $30,000 to 

the Racine Food Bank and HALO! 

Come and enjoy lunch (11 am – 2 pm) or dinner (4 pm 

– 7 pm) knowing that 100% of what you spend feeds 

our hungry in Racine County. 

Stephanie Sklba, Empty Bowls Committee 

 

FAITH TO LIFE 

LENTEN STUDY- John –The Gospel of Light and 

Life 

By: Adam Hamilton 

Thursday February  11TH – Thursday March  17th 

@3:p.m – 4:15 p.m;  Reep Room 

 

EVERYONE’S INVITED!!! 

 

WEEKLY STUDY SCHEDULE: 

Dates Session Topics: Length of Video 

presentations 

02/11/16 The Word made Flesh 13:08 minutes 

02/18/16 The Miraculous Signs 

of Jesus 

14:34  Mins. 

02/25/16 The “I Am” Sayings 

of Jesus 

17: 00 Mins. 

03/03/16 Jesus’ Farewell 

Discourse 

12:05  Mins. 

03/09/16 The Arrest, Trial and 

Crucifixion of the 

King 

13: 55 Mins. 

O3/17/16 Jesus, the Eternal Life 15: 15 Mins.  

 

There are study books available for a donation of 

$10.00 or any amount you can afford. If interested, 

you may contact Carol in the Church’s office.  

Again, everyone is INVITED to participate in the 

study.  

Thanks, and look forward to sharing God’s Word with 

you soon.  

Blessings, 

Pastor/class facilitator  
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ASH WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE 

Join us as we begin our Lenten Journey with a light 

supper and a service of Holy Communion on 

Wednesday, February 10 at 6:00 pm.  The meal will 

be provided – free will donations appreciated.  As 

always, this event is open to all so feel free to bring a 

friend. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 

Austin Feest posted this on Facebook recently.  

Thought we’d like to share this information with those 

who might be interested.  Also, Dr. Ellen Spiering 

indicated she is also having a wonderful experience 

and hopes to return to Ganta City someday.  The group 

will return to Racine on Thursday, February 4th. 

 

I got a little time today on the internet to check in. It has 
been going great in Africa. Very different here than in 
America, but it is unbelievable how friendly everyone I 
meet here so far is. The food is awesome. We have the 
freshest fruit every meal. The traffic here is a little scary 
though haha. There are no traffic signs to follow, so 
people just drive how they want to. It is so far a great 
experience. Right now we are working on painting a 
school in Ganta. 
 

START COLLECTING YOUR RUMMAGE!! 

The United Methodist Women will be sponsoring a 

Rummage Sale in April (exact date to be determined). 

 You can start bringing your 

donations at any time.  WE 

ARE COLLECTING THE 

ITEMS IN THE BASEMENT 

OF THE CHURCH - NEAR 

THE BOILER ROOM 

             Bring your clean, re-

saleable rummage, books, 

linens, housewares, toys, 

games, puzzles, jewelry, etc., any time.  No clothing, 

please.  Clothing should be donated to Casa de Dios 

Clothing Closet.  We will be looking for help in 

setting up the sale and cleaning up afterward.   Thanks 

for your help.  

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR FELLOW METHODISTS: 

Our church is asked to remember to pray for each 

church or charge during their special week. 

  

February 1-7: Janesville-Asbury, their pastor, Willard 

Jewson, and their 190 members.  Asbury is located at 

1810 Kellogg Ave, Janesville, WI 53546. 

  

February 8-14: Janesville-Cargill, their pastors, Susan 

B. Lockman & Krysta Leigh Deede, and their 933 

members.  Cargill is located at 2000 Wesley Ave. 

Janesville, WI 53545 

  

February 15-21: Janesville-Mt. Zion, their pastor, 

Carlos Careaga, and their 85 members.  Mt. Zion is 

located at 2130 Mt. Zion Ave. Janesville, WI 53545 

  

February 22-28: Johnson Creek- Johnson Creek UMC, 

their pastor, Kelly Jahn, and their 24 members.  

Johnson Creek is located at 220 N Watertown St., 

Johnson Creek, WI 53038. 

  

Feb. 29-Mar. 6: Kenosha- First- their pastors, Timoth 

B. Berlew & Kookho Kim, and their 479 members.  

Kenosha First is located at 919 60th St., Kenosha, WI 

53140. 

  

March 7-13: Kenosha- Immanuel- their pastor, Bonnie 

M. Bell, and their 47 members. Kenosha Immanuel is 

located at 5410 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha, WI 53140 

  

March 14-20: Kenosha-Korean- their pastor, Han Du 

Kwak, and their 30 members. Kenosha Korean is 

located at 5410 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha, WI 53140. 

  

March 21-27: Kenosha-Principe de Paz, their pastor, 

Marino Chacón, and their 73 members.  Kenosha 

Principe de Paz is located at 5410 Sheridan Rd. 

  

March 28- Apr. 3: Kenosha-Wesley, their pastor, 

Amelita Grace Gonzalez Cajiuat, and their 198 

members. Kenosha Wesley is located at 4600 60th St. 

Kenosha, WI 53144. 
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This photograph appeared in the 1888 Racine, Picturesque 

and Descriptive, Published in Eight Parts by the Art 

Publishing Company, Geo. B. Pratt, Neenah, Wis. A copy of 

the photograph was donated to our church by Roberta Fiene. 

      

   1870-71 This church building built: 8th & Main, Racine 

   1882      Fire destroyed spire and interior Feb. 5, 1882 

   1883      Bldg. re-dedicated after rebuilding interior 

   1888     This photograph published  

   1913  Building wrecked/removed for current building 

  

 ~- There are so few photographs of this church, but this one 

is not just another photograph when you look at the details. 

 

Left to right details at street level: the Cottage was purchased 

by S.C.Johnson for the church for additional space. It was 

when used for classes and 

meetings. That land is now 

our church parking lot; 

the only street Lamp Post in 

front of our church  (see 

possible bill due in 1876 on 

next history page!)  Did a 

lamplighter come along and 

light this lamp? 

 

 

 

 
 

The Main Street church 

double door entrance: 

 
. Cornerstone Stone (above) that we found in our wall of 

our current church building, a man standing under the tree! 

(above)  (Wonder who he is!) 
LEFT: note 6 

hitching 

posts, and the 

one-story 

building to the 

right is the 

Women’s 

Christian 

Temperance 

Hall.  The 

WCTU Hall 

seems 

appropriate 

next to our 

Methodist 

church, as Methodists were well known as being 

extremely active in the Temperance Movement in the 

1800s and early 1900s. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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From 140 years ago! 

Our original Dec. 1, 1876 gas bill 

is in our church archives!  
 This bill was for gas to light our Methodist Church that 

stood here at 8th & Main, before our current building. Is it 

the monthly bill?  The building was heated by coal. 

       This Bill must be paid at the Office within Five Days after presentation.  Office, over Post Office. 

                                       To KIMBALL & BARRELL, Managers of Racine Peoples Gas Co.,[?] 
                 Present State of Meter    69600 feet 

                   Last State of Meter        65000 feet 

                   Gas Consumed                 4600 feet    at 2.00 per 1,000 feet    
                                                                                                                                Total bill $9.20  

~   What cost $9.20 in 1876 would cost $206.67 in 2015. Have you saved any of your own early bills of rent, 

mortgage, utilities, hospital births, or records of giving to the church? 

~  Our current church building has remaining bases of fixtures on our walls in many places that were once where the 

interior gas light fixtures were located.  Can you spot some of them? Ask Carol Feest where they are when you are in 

the sanctuary. How many can be found? 

…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

1876 Original Bill 
to light lamp in front of old church for 1 year at 

8th & Main  
  January 12, 1876 

  English M E Church 

  To Racine Gas Light Co. 

  Office 136 Main St., Second Floor 

  For Gas for Lamp in front of the 

              Church from January 1 1875 

  To        January 1 1876                   60 0        [means $60.00] 

  March 18 1875 one Pattent Burner  2.5        [means $2.50] 

                                                        $62.5       [means $62.50] 

 

Note these interesting aspects: 
~ They did not write out the zero at the end of the dollars and cents amount!  

~ $62.50 in 1876 would cost $1,404 in 2015! 

~ Would this bill have been just for the gas, or for someone to come and light the Lamp each evening?  

~ Theory: the lamp in the bill may be the same lamp in the church photo shown on the proceeding history page.(see photo) ~ 

Though the church fire occurred 6 years after this bill, reports say the roof and spire collapsed inward, and the walls stood, so it 

is likely that this street lamp pictured may have been the same lamp in 1876 that was not harmed by the fire. 

~  Help....What is the abbreviation after the company name? Dr.? or? The other bill above has the name abbreviation.  

~ The bill is to the “English M E Church.” I have not seen our church referred to as the “English” Methodist Church anywhere 

else (so far.) This raised the question about what other Methodist churches there were in Racine in 1876.  There were two other 

Methodist churches in Racine at that time, as listed in the 

                            1876 Racine City Directory 
      Colored Methodist Church, west side of Villa Street, South of 12th 

      First Methodist Episcopal Church, 8th & Main 

      Scandinavian Methodist Church, South side of bridge, West of St. Clair St. 
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 The Mission of  

 First United Methodist Church 

 

• To provide a place for people to experience God and 

find inspiration for daily living. 

• To welcome all people as valued members of the 

community. 

• To encourage growth in faith and service on their 

spiritual journeys. 

• To work for social justice. 

• And to invite all to experience eternal life through 

Jesus Christ.  
 


