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A note from our Pastor  

9119 Dean Road 

Shreveport, LA 71118 

Office:  (318) 686-2514 

Office Hours: 

Mon.—Thurs. 8:00—1:00 

 

Reverend Joe Donakey, Pastor 

 

www.summergroveumc.org 

sgumcoffice@bellsouth.net 

“Like” us on Facebook:  

Summer Grove 

United Methodist Church 

Embrace.   Grow.   Serve. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Join us for worship on 

Sunday’s 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise and Worship  

Celebration 

DAYLIGHT  
SAVING TIME BEGINS  
Sunday, March 8th.   

Turn your clocks AHEAD!! 
one hour!! 

Sunday, March 22nd UMCOR  
Sunday special offering supports 
UMCOR’s efforts to bring restora-
tion, healing and hope when catas-
trophe strikes. Your gifts lay the 
foundation for UMCOR to share 
God’s love with communities every-
where. Please give generously. 

The Season of Lent   
(Adapted from Season of Lent by Rev. Kathy Osiel, Aurora UMC) 

 
The Season of Lent began Wednesday, with Ash Wednesday. Early on in my 

faith journey I didn’t really understand much about Lent.  From attending a 

“Lenten” study I learned that Lent was the time of forty days, not including 

Sundays, prior to Easter.  Another item I learned during my Lenten study was 

that a practice of Lent was to give up something during those forty 

days.  “Why are we giving up something for Lent and what point does it 

make?”  A fellow student answered me, “Because we have to be willing to 

give things up for God.”  Now that perplexed me even more…what does God 

care about chocolate, soda pop or eating out?  The whole thing was rather 

confusing to me. 

Later, I came to a couple of conclusions as to what Lent is really all about: 
When we follow the real purpose and practices of Lent we are blessed 
with a forty day journey that will grow our faith in and understanding of 

God.   

So what is Lent really all about?  Lent is a time of preparation. So what does 

giving up Diet Coke for forty days have to do with getting baptized on Easter 

morning?  Nothing.  Nothing at all.  But giving up your sinful life and entering 

into a new life with Christ through baptism is very significant. The season of 

Lent, the forty days, is a time for baptized people to more intentionally 

connect their relationship with God.  It’s a time when people take time 

from their normal, daily activities and ask themselves, “What do I need 

to do to be in a better, healthier relationship with God?”   

Now this is where the giving something up comes into play.  Often, without 

even realizing it, people develop bad habits that cause a distance between 

them and God. What I am saying is when we make the choice to let things, 

people or events take priority over and time away from our growing our rela-

tionship with God then we are being sinful, that is, Missing the Mark. 

What do you need to give up this Lent in order to grow closer to others 

and closer to God?  My prayer is that all that we choose to “give up” this 

Lenten season will help us to grow closer to others and closer to God through 

ways that our relationships and conversations glorify God in ways that we’ve 

not accomplished before.  And my prayer is that we all have a healthier rela-

tionship with God and others because of our efforts.  May you have a blessed 

Lent! 

The  

Grove 
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Easter Lilies may be purchased beginning 

Sunday, March 29th in Crichlow Hall on 

Sunday morning or 

in the office during 

the week.  The cost 

is $12.50.  The lilies 

will be placed on 

the Altar for Easter 

morning. 

Sisters In Service  will meet Tuesday, 

March 17th, 6:00 PM at Angie 

McEachern’s. 

Esther Women’s Group will not meet this 

month but instead will be helping with the 

Summer Grove Lenten Lunch on March 

18th. 

ECUMENICAL LENTEN SERVICES/LUNCH 

Youth March Calendar 
March 1: Youth Dinner at Sushi Gen 5-7pm 

March 8: SR. High Retreat,           
No Youth 

March 15: Parent Meeting and 
youth @ Christ UMC 5-7pm 

March 22: Youth @ Christ UMC         
5-7pm 

March 29: Youth @ Christ UMC  
5-7pm 

Beginning the first Wednesday (March 4th) after Ash Wednesday and each Wednesday through April 1st, 12 

noon—1:00 PM you will have the opportunity to join other local churches for an inspirational service and luncheon.  

The service is from 12:00—12:30 followed by lunch 12:30—1:00 PM.  The service and lunch will be held at five 

different local churches.  If at all possible, try to attend as many of these services as you can—an opportunity for a 

real blessing!  

Following are the dates and locations: 

March 4th —St. James Episcopal Church—2050 Bert Kouns  

March 11th—St. Mary of the Pines Catholic Church—1050 Bert Kouns 

March 18th —Summer Grove United Methodist Church, 9119 Dean Road 

March 25th—St. Stephen Lutheran Church—8400 Kingston Road    

April 1st—Christ United Methodist Church—1204 Crabapple 

March Mission Madness 

Our Easter Egg Hunt will we held on Saturday, April 4th. If 
you would like to contribute, there are several opportunities to 
do so. During the month of March, there will be a Volunteer 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Crichlow Hall, as well 
as a box to donate plastic eggs and individually wrapped 
candy.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer in 
a specific capacity, please let me know. As with all of our 
events, this is our opportunity to embrace the community 
around us, so lets come together and show our desire to 
serve and grow with them.  

-Caressa Williams, Director of Student Ministries 

 

Women’s Ministry 

 

There will be a Wedding 

Shower for Ryan Ware and 

Rachel Howard on Sunday, 

March 8th, 2:00 in the Ragan 

Middleton Sunday School 

room. The couple is regis-

tered at Zola Weddings 

(Zola.com), Bed, Bath and 

Beyond and Kilgore’s in 

Haynesville. Ryan and      

Rachel will be married on    

March 21st. 
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Prayer Concerns 

CHURCH COMMUNITY 
 

Thank you’s 
A special Thank You very much to 
the Sisters in Service, especially 
Debbie Cragar and Barbara 
McManus, for that wonderful soup 
they bought to us last week.  It was 
very good and brightened up a 
cloudy day for us.  And Claire loved the visit very much 
as well. 

Glenn & Clarice Pickett 

Thank you from the Prayer Quilt Ministry  to those who 
made recent donations to the Prayer Quilt Fund.  Due 
to your generosity, we now have a substantial financial 
cushion to draw from to keep this very special ministry 
going and also be able to continue to provide the quilts 
at no cost to those requesting a quilt. Thank you again. 

 

Crichlow Scholarship Fund 
Each year our graduating High School seniors have 
the opportunity to apply for the Crichlow Scholarship 
sponsored by the Lagniappe Class.  The scholarship 
fund is supported through donations.  If you would like 
to donate to this fund, please make checks payable to 
the Summer Grove UMC and indicate Crichlow Schol-
arship on the check. You will receive credit on your 
yearly financial statement for this donation.   

**AS YOUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW TO REMOVE YOUR LOVED ONE 
FROM THE LIST. 
  
Please keep the following members and friends in your 
prayers. 
Herb Jeane; Grace Barron; Parker Ballard—Rehab; 
Phyllis Washington; Terry Booty; Ethel Cottrell—
Rehab; Carlos Taylor; Polly Palmer; Jo Glezen; Curtis 
Thomas; Clarice Pickett; Alice Broome; Julia Williams; 
Juanita Long; Doris Harris; Marjorie Carter; Rev. Bob 
Carter;  Mark Snellgrove (Brother of Betty Booty);  
Faye Waltman (Bill Waltman’s mother); John Cooke; 
Ted Booty (Terry Booty’s brother);  Sydney Brown 
(Jennifer Jeane’s Niece); Gatlin Jones (Debbie Cra-
gar’s father); Dorothy Jones (Debbie Cragar’s mother); 
Charlie Crews (Friend of Ellen Trice); Bennie Phiillips 
(Deloris Rehak’s sister); Beth Moore (Friend of Janice 
Flannery); Ashlyn Thomas & Shane Pollet (Friends of 
Cheryl Turrentine); Nora Garrett (Charlotte Ware’s 
mother); men and women of the armed forces. 
 

 

We extend our sympathy and 

prayers to Debbie Cragar 

and family for the recent 

loss of her sister in law,  

Jan Cragar. 

Please be advised of a new security 
procedure.  On Sunday morning, dur-
ing Sunday school,  the north door to 
the Education Building will be locked 
at 9:30 AM. You will need to enter the 
building through the south entrance 

after 9:30 AM. 

Pastor Joe’s cell phone 

number has recently 

changed.  His new  

number is                   

318-510-7205. 

 

 

Birthday wishes to: 
3  Pam Ammons 

15  Janice Flannery 

16  Gary Williams 

19  Barbara Womack 

22  Florence Bison 

31 Barb McManus 

You can access the March calendar 

through http://73973166.view-events.com or 

the church website 

www.summergroveumc.org. 

Access our Facebook page by going to 

Facebook.com/summergroveumc. 

Copies of the newsletter are available in the 

4       Henry and Nancy Hutson 

11     Bob and Marjorie Carter 

26     Bill and Lindy Waltman 

        Joe and Beverly Reeder 

        David and Annie Barnhill 

 

March Ushers: 

Dan Scurlock 

Pam Ammons 

Kim Bender 
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