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IN THIS ISSUE 

Change is upon us. As I sit down in the quiet of my own home to write this 
article, I’m pondering the gift of silence. There’s something about sitting still 
in a silent place by yourself that calls forth memories and gratefulness. As I 
sit I think of you. I think about all of the sweet conversations about how your 
families are doing, all of the hugs after church, all of the times you taught 
me something I didn’t know, all of the trips to your homes and the invitations 
to your parties. I’m cherishing the memories of the times we have shared 
with one another — not always in agreement but always in love. You have 
seen me. And you have let me see you. Thank you for the difficult stuff you 
shared, for the moments of vulnerability, for allowing me to care for you 
while you dealt with illness or when you were grieving. Our relationship has 
shaped who I am as a pastor and as a person and you have helped me to 
become a better version of myself.  

 

It is my greatest hope that the vulnerability and care that you have extended 
for me, your pastor, will be extended to all who walk through the doors of 
the church and those you encounter each day. This is what it is to be the 
body of Christ in the world — meeting people where they are, seeing them, 
and offering a safe place for growth. Is this an 
easy thing to do? No. But I know that you are up 
for the challenge because I have experienced 
the best of who you can be. And I hope that 
you’ll spend a little time in the quiet remembering 
the good that has happened over the past 3 
years at Summer Grove, celebrating what has 
been and looking toward what will be with your 
next pastor and your next chapter. As we take 
this last month to say our goodbyes, there will be 
laughter and tears. Hopefully there will be time 
together over coffee and meals. Though we will 
not see each other as often come July, you will continue to show up regu-
larly in my thoughts and prayers. I hope you’ll keep me in yours too. Know 
that you hold a special place in my heart and I care for you very deeply. May 
all that we do moving forward be done in faith, hope, and, above all, love — 
for “God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them.” (1 John 4:16) 

 
I love you. 

 
Rev. Rachel 

Rev. Rachel’s Reflections  
A note from our Pastor 

9119 Dean Road 

Shreveport, LA 71118 

Office:  (318) 686-2514 
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sgumcoffice@bellsouth.net 

Facebook:  Summer Grove 

United Methodist Church 

  

  

Embrace.  Grow.  Serve. 

Join us for worship on  

Sunday’s  10:30 AM 

Sunday School 9:15 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise and Worship  
Celebration 

The  

Grove 

Sunday, June 23rd will be Rev.      

Rachel’s last Sunday at Summer 

Grove.  During the worship cele-

bration that Sunday, we will par-

ticipate in “An Order of Farewell 

to a Pastor.” We thank her for her 

years of service, love and support 

at Summer Grove and wish her the 

very best in her future plans and 

ministry. 
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CHURCH COMMUNITY NEWS 
Prayer Concerns 

**AS YOUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW TO REMOVE YOUR LOVED ONE 
FROM THE LIST. 
 
Please keep the following members and friends in your 
prayers. 
 
Carlos Taylor; Katie Dolin—Rehab; John Dowler;  Polly 
Palmer; Carolyn Bahm; Jo Glezen; Curtis Thomas; 
Clarice Pickett; Alice Broome; Julia Williams; Juanita 
Long; Doris Harris; Marjorie Carter; Rev. Bob Carter;  
Talma Turrentine (Cheryl Turrentine’s mother); Kim 
Smith (Billie and Terry Smith’s ex daughter-in-law);   
Kayla Thomas (Godchild of Cheryl Turrentine);  Mark 
Snellgrove (Brother of Betty Booty); Sydni Brown (Niece 
of Jennifer Jean); Faye Waltman (Bill Waltman’s 
mother); Jim Cragar (Debbie Cragar’s husband); Theo-
dore Booty (Terry Booty’s brother);  Daniel (Christina 
Gray’s son); Mike Jones (Co-worker of Sharlotte Shar-
beno); men and women of the armed forces. 
 

New sound system dedication 

Sunday, June 2nd, we will dedicate our new sound sys-
tem and remember and celebrate those families that 
have graciously given memorial funds toward the pur-
chase of our new system. 

Roy Horton Memorial Fund 

Jack and Alice Nixon Memorial Fund 

Mary Ann Upchurch Memorial Fund 

Myrtle Dodd Memorial Fund 

Ron King Memorial Fund 

 

Thank you from our 

Graduate 

Thank you to each and 
everyone of you church 
members for always 
being there for me.  
Thank you for honoring 
me with the Crichlow 
Scholarship and supporting me when I’m 
about to graduate and start college.  I am so 
thankful to be part of such a generous church. 
 
Love,  
Abi Garrett 

Sisters In Service   
and Esther Women’s group  

will not meet this month.  
 

June 2:   4-6 pm District Worship event at Grace 

June 9:   Water & the Word 4-7pm 

June 16: Water & the Word 4-7pm 

June 23: Water & the Word 4-7pm 

June 24-28: CCE (must have completed 9th grade, registration closes June 3rd) 

June30:   Water and the Word 4-7pm 

 

Upcoming Youth missions: (Male Chaperone needed) 

Delta Grace in Sunflower, MS July 11-14th ( Let Caressa know ASAP) 

Weekend of the Cross: July 25-28 (Register by June 19th) 

YOUTH JUNE ACTIVITIES 

Youth Water n’ Word  

Camp Caney schedule 
 

June 3rd—7th:     Jr. High Camp 

June 17th—21st  Sr. High Camp 

July 8th—12th     Elementary Camp 

We are no longer collecting 

empty pill bottles. Please do 

not bring them to the 

church. We encourage you 

to recycle them if possible.  

We appreciate all of your past 

donations.  

Farewell 

Reception for 

Rev. Rachel   

following  

worship.  

June 23rd 
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Happy Birthday to: 

3  Marjorie Carter 
4  Barbara Sandifer 
15  Emily Trice 
16  Grace Barron 
27 June Cockrell 
 Carol Kovach 
29 Aubree Dodd 

Celebrating an anniversary this month: 

9      Carol and Gene Kovach 
        Julia and Gary Williams 
27    Janet and Henry Dodd 
 

You can access the June calendar through 

http://73973166.view-events.com, the church 

website www.summergroveumc.org or Face-

book Summer Grove United Methodist 

Church.  Copies of the calendar and newslet-

ter are also available in the sanctuary. 

Ushers for June: 

Terry Booty 
Cynthia Jeane 
Jamie Black 

Debbie Cragar 

http://73973166.view-events.com
http://www.summergroveumc.org

