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REV. RACHEL’S REFLECTIONS
A note from our Pastor

April showers bring May flowers! I’ve always been curious about the life cycle of plants. Mom and I like to plant perennials, plants that die back and
then return each year — sort of resurrection flowers. Flowers like irises, day
lilies, and Easter lilies are the easiest to care for because they’re hearty,
they’re built to last, they can weather most storms, and it takes a lot to kill
them. It’s in the midst of their cycle of death and resurrection that they grow
larger and the old bulbs actually create new growth too from the same
source (it’s because of this that the bulbs actually have to be divided because they can actually get too crowded in the flower beds). It seems odd to
me that these perennials that cycle through death and resurrection, growth
and stagnation, could change so dramatically over the course of its life —
though perhaps it shouldn’t. After all, our human experience sort of mirrors a
similar pattern. We experience all kinds of changes and growth throughout
our lives, all kinds of little deaths and rebirths. A child is born and our old
ways of life die. A new job begins and an old one dies. A marriage begins
and single life disappears. Diseases strike and
health withers. And the cycle of life continues
— change, death, resurrection… change,
death, resurrection.
I spent two full days weeding and planting in
our flower beds after Easter, and I had a lot of
time to experience and reflect on the cycle of
plants as they relate to our lives. Summer
Grove UMC is about to enter into a time of
growth. Big changes are on the horizon. As you prepare for pastoral shift,
and as I prepare for life shift, I find myself relating to the flowers (maybe you
will too). Here’s what the garden has taught me:
Weeds take over faster and more stealthily than we can anticipate (and they
often have deep roots).
It’s easier to take care of weeds as they pop up instead of letting them overgrow the garden (the garden is still salvageable, thankfully, but it takes a
LOT more work).
Sometimes weeds are pretty and I’m tempted to keep them, but they steal
nourishment from the flowers who make their home in the beds.
Weeds tend to intertwine themselves in the root systems of healthy plants.
Plants need space, nourishment, and the correct environment for growth to
happen.
Growth comes in cycles — new life doesn’t happen without death.
When growth does happen, we have to be willing to continue to make space
or the roots will rot.
Even the plants that die and rot create richer soil for the ones that are still
growing.
Continued growth doesn’t happen without pruning and splitting (growth
hurts).
Friends, God has created a hearty humanity, made not only to survive, but
to thrive. We can learn a few lessons from the flowers about a healthy life,
about healthy growth. We can embrace the cycle of death and resurrection,
knowing that growth (whether in number or in depth) is on the horizon.We
can live as a people who continue to experience the new things that Christ
is doing with grace and dignity, though it may be painful at times. It won’t all
be hard. Take heart! We are a people who trust that with growth and with
death comes resurrection, new life — and THAT is something to be celebrated!
Grace and peace,
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Rev. Rachel

CHURCH COMMUNITY
Prayer Concerns
**AS YOUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED, PLEASE
LET US KNOW TO REMOVE YOUR LOVED ONE
FROM THE LIST.

Our 2019 High School
Graduate will be honored on
Sunday, May 5th during the
morning worship celebration.
At that time the Crichlow Scholarship will be presented. Abi
Garrett will be graduating from
Caddo Magnet High School.

Please keep the following members and friends in
your prayers.
Katie Dolin—Rehab; John Dowler; Juanita Pilcher;
Polly Palmer; Carolyn Bahm; Jo Glezen; Curtis Thomas; Clarice Pickett; Alice Broome; Julia Williams;
Juanita Long; Doris Harris; Marjorie Carter; Rev. Bob
Carter; Talma Turrentine (Cheryl Turrentine’s
mother); Kim Smith (Billie and Terry Smith’s ex
daughter-in-law); Kayla Thomas (Godchild of Cheryl
Turrentine); Mark Snellgrove (Brother of Betty
Booty); Sydni Brown (Niece of Jennifer Jean); Faye
Waltman (Bill Waltman’s mother); Jim Cragar
(Debbie Cragar’s husband); Theodore Booty (Terry
Booty’s brother); Matthew Waters (Tommy &
Melissa’s son); Daniel (Christina Gray’s son); men
and women of the armed forces.

We want to congratulate Phyllis Washington’s grandson, Marcus, who will be graduating from Southwood
High School.

Crichlow Scholarship Fund
Each year our graduating High School seniors have
the opportunity to apply for the Crichlow Scholarship
sponsored by the Lagniappe Class. The scholarship
fund is supported through donations. If you would
like to donate to this fund, please make checks payable to the Lagniappe Class and indicate Crichlow
Scholarship on the check. You will receive credit on
your yearly financial statement for this donation.

We extend our sympathy
and prayers to Renda
King and family in the loss
of her sister, Susan
Stinson, who passed away
April 13th. A beautiful celebration of her life was held on April 20th. Anyone that
knew Susan knew of her love and passion for her
Lord and Savior. Her love for her Church was evident in her many areas of service, especially with
children, throughout her life.

May Special Offerings
During the month of May, there will be three special
offerings:
May 5—Native American Ministries Sunday offering.
Gifts to this special offering fund scholarships for Native American seminarians and strengthen, develop
and equip Native American rural, urban and reservation congregations, ministries and communities and
annual conference Native American ministries.

A very special THANK YOU
is extended to all who helped
make the Lenten Luncheon,
held on Wednesday, March
27, a huge success. The important chore of Table Set-Up
was efficiently taken care of by
the Boy Scouts. Food was
prepared and/or furnished by
members of Sisters in Service, Esther Group, and
all four Adult Sunday School classes. We even
received much needed help from some of our Youth
of spent two day of their Spring Break in this worthwhile service project! Assistance in the kitchen called
for cooperation and hard work from Set-Up to CleanUp. The project was a success because our whole
“Grove” worked diligently embracing the mission ad
graciously giving our time, talents, gifts and service.
Thank you so very much!

May 12th - Louisiana Children’s Home Mother’s Day
offering helps the Home care for children and families in crisis across Louisiana.
May 19 Youth Service Fund offering helps support
projects that benefit youth.

Attention Seniors!

Souper Senior Supper is
May 14th and this month we’ll be playing 1960’s
Trivia. Zuppa Tuscano
soup (Italian sausage
and potato – like Olive
Garden) is on the menu.
If you haven’t attended
one of these “Souper”
events, this is a great
time to come! Dinner
served at 6 p.m.

Betty Booty and Carolyn Bahm

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

The church office will
be closed on Monday,
May 27th for the
Memorial Day Holiday.

Esther Women’s Group will meet Tuesday, May
7th, 11:00 AM at Mary’s House, 906 Margaret Place.

Sisters In Service will meet Tuesday, May 21st,
6:00 PM.
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MISSION MADNESS
Pets, when given the right care and proper attention, go on to become loyal and
steadfast companions for their owners. Unfortunately, there are many who end up
abused, homeless and abandoned on the streets. Fortunately, there are rescue
groups who step up to fill the gap as much as they can.
The Humane Society of Northwest Louisiana is one of those groups that takes in
animals in need. They are a local no-kill shelter. They were established in August of
1997 by volunteers to address the concerns and needs of animals in our area. Their
Mission is to eliminate the suffering of animals and do the best they possibly can to
provide loving care for the animals they meet and get to be a part of their lives and
help them find their FUREVER HOME!
Obviously, that undertaking requires a lot of numerous supplies. Our Mission Madness for May will be to collect items to help support HSNWLA. Following is a list of items they need. A drop off container will be located in
Crichlow Hall.

Dry Dog Food (adult & puppy)
Canned Dog Food (adult & puppy)
Dog Treats (Soft)
Dog Toys (medium & large)
Capstar Fast Acting Oral Flea Treatment

Puppy pads
Bleach
Trash Bags,30 gal.
Laundry Detergent (pods or powder)

Youth Calendar for May
May 5th–Graduate Sunday
Parent meeting at 4:30 @SGUMC
Youth 5-7pm
May 12th- Mother's Day/No youth
May15th- Youth Dinner Out 6-7pm
May19th-Lunch and Sci Port 12-3
May 26th-Youth TBA
For June and July the youth will be doing "Water and the Word" again. This will be held on Sunday
evenings from 4-7pm. We will have a lesson, supper, and swim. If you have a pool and would like
to host us, please let Caressa know. You are not required to provide dinner if you don't desire to.

MAY USHERS:
Kim Bender
Billie Smith
Dan Scurlock
Betty Booty

Birthday wishes to:
6
9
11
14
16
17
18
19
23
24
28
31

Christina Dodd
Janet Dodd
Kelly Brewer
Andrew Black
Joy Rigby
Beverly Reeder
Ernie Smith
Charlotte Ware
Bobby Waddell
April Scallorn
Terry Booty
Clarice Pickett
Henry Dodd
Ryan Ware

Celebrating May Anniversaries
30

Darrin and Angie McEachern
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You can access the May calendar
through http://73973166.viewevents.com, the church website
www.summergroveumc.org or
Facebook Summer Grove United
Methodist Church. Copies are
also available in the sanctuary.

