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REV. RACHEL’S REFLECTIONS 
A note from our Pastor 

Summer Grove  

United Methodist Church 

9119 Dean Road 

Shreveport, LA 71118 

Office:  (318) 686-2514 

Office Hours: 

Mon.—Thurs. 8:00—1:00 

 

www.summergroveumc.org 

sgumcoffice@bellsouth.net 

Facebook:  

Summer Grove 

United Methodist Church 

 

Embrace.   Grow.   Serve. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Holy Week Schedule 
Easter Egg Hunt 

April 13th, 10:00 AM 

 
Palm Sunday 

April 14th 
10:30 AM 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 18th 
6:00  

(At Christ UMC) 
 

Good Friday 
April 19th 
 5:30 PM 

 
Easter Sunday  

April 21st 
10:30 AM 

Easter is a time filled with imagery and symbolism! As we 
reflect on the meaning of Lent and Easter, I thought it might 
be nice to revisit the meaning of familiar symbols of the sea-
son. Below are descriptions borrowed from the Omaha World
-Herald. I hope you enjoy remembering what these symbols 
mean as we celebrate this exciting season! - Rev. Rachel 
  
Easter lily 
The white Easter lily symbolizes purity and honesty. Some 
say Easter lilies proliferated in the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus wept in the 
last hours before Judas’ betrayal. According to some legends, the significance of 
the Easter lily goes back even further to the pure white lilies that sprouted from 
Eve’s repentant tears after she and Adam were cast from Paradise. The Easter lily 
was brought from Bermuda to Philadelphia during the 1880s by Mrs. Thomas Sar-
gent. A local nursery owner spotted them and, impressed with their ability to grow in 
time for the Easter season, introduced them to a public clamoring for spring blooms. 
  
Easter egg 
A pagan symbol of fertility and rebirth, the egg has been a natural symbol of new life 
for millennia, and in Christianity, it also came to represent Christ’s empty tomb. The 
Easter egg itself may go as far back to the early Christians in Mesopotamia, with the 
tradition then spreading into Russia before making its way farther west. During early 
Lenten observations, eggs as well as other dairy were forbidden food, so people 
marked them to signify the end of the privation. Painting or dying eggs dates to the 
13th century when Christians colored eggs deep red to symbolize the blood of 
Christ and the joy of Resurrection. In the modern era, dyes now include a variety of 
vibrant hues, and chocolate and plastic eggs filled with small treats are Easter bas-
ket mainstays. (Chocolate eggs first made their debut in 19th-century Europe.) To-
day, we also celebrate with Easter egg hunts and rolls, with the first White House 
Easter Egg Roll taking place in 1878 under President Rutherford B. Hayes. Prior to 
that, informal Easter egg rolls took place on the Capitol lawn, but the event left the 
grounds in tatters. Congress passed a law forbidding using the property as a play 
area, and Hayes happily accommodated the disappointed children. The Easter egg 
roll itself may have symbolized the rolling away of the boulder in front of Christ’s 
tomb. 
  
Lamb 
The lamb is a significant symbol of Easter, because Jesus is often referred to in the 
Bible as the “Lamb of God.” The lamb was a sacrifice made during the Jewish Pass-
over, and it in turn became a symbol for Jesus’ sacrifice. John the Baptist called 
Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” The Pope tradition-
ally eats roast lamb on Easter, as do many Christians across the globe. 
  
Palm branch 
The palm branch is an ancient symbol of victory, goodness and well-being, and 
King Solomon had palm branches carved into the doors and walls of his temple. 
The day Jesus first entered the city of Jerusalem, which is recorded in the Gospels, 
his followers welcomed him as their Messiah by waving palm branches and placing 
them on the ground along the route. Many Christian churches have ceremonies for 
Palm Sunday, or Passion Sunday, to signify the start of Holy Week, and Catholic 
and other Christian churches distribute palm branches to worshippers during ser-
vices. The branches are then saved for a year and burned on Shrove Tuesday for 
use the next day — Ash Wednesday. 
 
Butterfly 
A butterfly emerging from the cocoon is a symbol of metamorphosis, transformation, 
hope and eternal life. As an Easter symbol, the caterpillar stands for Jesus’ life on 
Earth, the cocoon portrays his crucifixion and burial and the butterfly represents the 
Resurrection. 
  

(continued on page 3) 
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Easter Lilies may continue to be 

purchased on Sunday mornings in 

Crichlow Hall or in the office during 

the week through April 14th.  The 

cost is  $12.50.  The lilies will be 

placed on the Altar for Easter 

morning. 

Women’s Ministry 

Sisters In Service  will meet 

Tuesday, April 16th, 6:00 PM.  

Esther Women’s Group 

will meet Monday, April 15th, 

11:00 AM with Cynthia Jeane. 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 

Palm Sunday, April 14th  

 
Palm/Passion Sunday is the 
bridge that connects Lent to our 
remembrance of Christ’s crucifix-
ion and resurrection. Join us for 

10:30 Worship as we celebrate Christ’s joyous entrance to 
Jerusalem with a palm processional and loud “Hosannas”. 

Good Friday, April 19th, 5:30 PM 
 

Service of reflection on 
scripture leading up to 
death of Christ before 
Easter celebration. 
Have an opportunity to 
reflect on the Lenten 
journey on the prayer 
labyrinth. 

Easter Sunday Worship Celebration 

April 21st, 10:30 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 13th, 10:00 AM 

There will be craft activities, refreshments and a visit from the Easter Bunny!  All chil-
dren through 5th grade are invited to participate.  Invite your friends and neighbors! 
 
We will need lots of volunteers!! At 9:30 to help hide the eggs as well as help with 
set-up, crafts and snacks.  
  
As we get ready for the Easter Egg Hunt we need everyone to help with plastic 

eggs and individually wrapped, bite-size candy. Drop off your donations in the 
office or in the container in Crichlow Hall. This is always a big event for our 
own church children but also the children in our community. Lots of eggs and 
candy are needed to make this event a success!  

Easter Egg Hunt will be 
our April  

Mission Madness  

Lenten Services and  

Lunches 

 
Following are the dates 

and locations of the re-

maining Lenten Services.  

If at all possible, try to attend as many of these services as 

you can— an opportunity for a real blessing! 

April 3rd—St. James Episcopal Church—2050 Bert            

          Kouns  (Assisted by Central Christian Church) 

April 10th—St. Stephen’s Lutheran—8400 Kingston Road                

                    (Assisted by John Calvin Presbyterian Church) 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th, 6:00 PM 

Christ UMC, 1204 Crabapple,  will have a com-
munion service on Maundy Thursday in the 
Sanctuary. There will be a reenactment of 
Christ’s washing his disciples’ feet as part of 
this communion service. All are welcome at this 
special service. 

Youth April Calendar 

April 7th: Youth at Christ 5-7pm 

April 9th: The Hub 5:45pm     

April 13th: Easter Egg Hunt at 10am 

April 14th: Youth at Christ 5-7pm 

April 17th: Youth Dinner Out 6-7pm 

April 21st: No Youth 

April 28th: Youth at Christ 5-7pm  

We are still doing "Breakfast at The Bus" 
on Wednesday mornings from 6:30-7am 
at the Cedar Creek Apartments next door 
to the church. We welcome anyone to 
swing by and grab a doughnut or if this is 
something you'd like to participate in, 
please let me know.   

 

Souper Seniors: Time for 

Beanbag Baseball and 
Hamburger Soup!    

Tuesday, April 9
th

 6 p.m. 

Join in the game or cheer 
on your team. Always a fun 
time.  
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REV. RACHEL’S REFLECTIONS (continued from page 1) 

 

**AS YOUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW TO REMOVE YOUR LOVED ONE 
FROM THE LIST. 
  

Please keep the following mem-
bers and friends in your prayers. 
 
Susan Stinson—WKP; John 
Dowler; Juanita Pilcher; Polly 
Palmer; Carolyn Bahm; Jo 
Glezen; Curtis Thomas; Clarice 

Pickett; Alice Broome; Julia Williams; Juanita Long; 
Doris Harris; Marjorie Carter; Rev. Bob Carter;  Talma 
Turrentine (Cheryl Turrentine’s mother); Kim Smith 
(Billie and Terry Smith’s ex daughter-in-law);   Kayla 
Thomas (Godchild of Cheryl Turrentine);  Mark Snell-
grove (Brother of Betty Booty); Sydni Brown (Niece of 

Jennifer Jean); Faye Waltman (Bill Waltman’s 
mother); Mary Woods (Grace Barron’s niece); Jim 
Cragar (Debbie Cragar’s husband); Theodore Booty 
(Terry Booty’s brother); Matthew Waters (Tommy & 
Melissa’s son); men and women of the armed forces. 

 

 

Crichlow Scholarship Fund 

Each year our graduating High School seniors have 
the opportunity to apply for the Crichlow Scholarship 
sponsored by the Lagniappe Class.  The scholarship 
fund is supported through donations.  If you would 
like to donate to this fund, please make checks pay-
able to the Lagniappe Class and indicate Crichlow 
Scholarship on the check. You will receive credit on 
your yearly financial statement for this donation.   

 

CHURCH COMMUNITY 

The Cross 
The cross is perhaps the most powerful and recognizable symbol of Christianity, especially during the Easter season for its 
significance with Jesus’ crucifixion. Christians see it as a symbol of Christ’s victory over death, but it was also once a symbol 
of shame and humiliation in the Roman Empire. That’s because the tortuous execution method was reserved for murderers, 
criminals and enemies of the state. The convicted were nailed to a cross and left naked and exposed to the elements to die 
slowly over several days. In the account of Jesus’ death, the Jewish authorities did not want the convicted left on crosses 
during the Sabbath, so Jesus’ Roman executioners arrived on Friday to break his legs and those of the two criminals cruci-
fied alongside him to hasten their deaths. They discovered that Jesus had already died, so his legs were left unbroken. For 
Christians, the cross symbolizes Christ’s victory over sin and death and God’s love. 
  
Hot cross bun 
A European tradition, the yeast-levened hot cross bun is an edible symbol of Christianity. A special treat enjoyed 
during Good Friday breakfast, they mark the end of Lent and are a reminder of the day Jesus died on the cross. The 
sweet bun is marked with a cross to help the bread rise and as a visible sign that the bread was “blessed.” The 
spices inside, often nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon and allspice, represent those used to embalm Christ for his burial. 
The buns may be most closely associated with the  

 

During the month of April, Sisters in Service will sponsor a clothing drive for Dress for Success. This agency 
works with different agencies like Providence House  to provide interview appropriate clothing for women 
who are job searching.  The type of clothing items and accessories needed are specific. As you check your 
closets for items, please check out the list below. Drop off items in Crichlow Hall.  
 
*Interview appropriate suits 

*Interview appropriate blouses 

*Professional separates including blouses, slacks, skirts, dresses, 

blazers and jackets 

Work appropriate shoes 

Jewelry and scarves 

Handbags (briefcases, portfolios or work appropriate handbags) 

*(They are especially in need of size 22 and up.) 

 

ALL CLOTHING ITEMS  MUST BE  

CLEAN AND ON HANGERS. 

 

 

Dress for Success Clothing Drive  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstyledebates.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F12%2FSummer-Work-Clothes-For-Women-Over-45-1.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstyledebates.com%2Fget-professional-summer-work-clothes-for-women-over-45%2F&doci
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Worship Schedule 

Sunday School:  

9:15 AM 

Worship Celebration:  10:30 AM 

 

USHERS: 

Cynthia Jeane 

Jamie Black  

Henry Dodd 

Cheryl Turrentine 

You can access the April calendar through http://73973166.view-events.com or the church website 

www.summergroveumc.org. 

Access our Facebook page by going to Facebook.com/summergroveumc. 

Copies of the newsletter and calendar are available in the Sanctuary and church office. 

5 Adison Halfren 

12 Jamie Black 

13 Dalton Williams 

18  Megan Smith 

22 Leah Smtih 

24  Brandon Morrow 

26  Joanne Black 

http://73973166.view-events.com
http://www.summergroveumc.org
Facebook.com/summergroveumc

