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In September, I preached about what it is to be content with what 
we have and how generosity is a part of that. Generosity can be 
easy and it can be hard. Though I find it easy to pay for a friendôs 
meal, to buy gifts for my family, and surprise those I love with trin-
kets from places Iôve visited, itôs always been difficult for me to 
give financially to the church. Perhaps itôs because I donôt get to 
see the faces of a person as they unwrap a gift from me. Or 
maybe itôs because I donôt know exactly which part of the budget 
my money funds. I really donôt know why itôs so difficult for me to 
give to the church, but it is. Over the years, Iôve grown in my giv-
ing. Iôm happy to say Iôm a tither ð just barely. Over the past few years Iôve worked 
to get to that 10 percent, and itôs been rough for me at times. Anything else I give is 
in addition to that tithe (this includes special offerings and other opportunities to give 
that come up throughout the year). As God has pushed me to give more of myself, 
Iôve learned Iôve learned a few things about myself and about my relationship with 
God.  
 
1. When I give, it doesnôt decrease my quality of life 
As silly as it seems as Iôm writing this on paper, I think part of why itôs so difficult for 
me to tithe is because thereôs a part of me that believes that my own personal 
budget and quality of life will suffer when I give to the church. If money is going to 
the church, itôs that much less thatôs going in my own pocket and going toward the 
stuff that we all believe will make our lives better. While that may be true, I have 
found that when I give, I notice no visible change in my quality of life. There is also 
fulfillment in giving that I donôt get from anything else. Itôs easy to forget that fulfill-
ment exists because it is so often overshadowed by our own desires, but it exists. 
And it is powerful. Giving financially is life-giving for me. And I find that my quality of 
life is not just not decreased, but, somehow, it is increased. God provides for that 
which I need, and often more.  
 
2. My giving directly reflects my current relationship with God  
I donôt know about you, but I like to be in control. I like being able to chose when I do 
things, where I go, who gets what. I like order and I like living under the delusion that 
Iôm 100% in control of my life. When Iôm desperately trying to hold on to control in 
my life and rely less on Godôs guidance, I find myself trying to maintain control of my 
finances in the same way ð by micromanaging where it all goes. When I live like Iôm 
in complete control, I have no reason to trust God. In fact, it is in the most chaotic 
times in my life that I have needed to truly rely on Godôs guidance, comfort, and or-
der. When I am at a spiritually healthy place, I find that my giving reflects my trust in 
God. I donôt feel the need to micromanage where my money goes. Instead, when 
my relationship is right with God, I have faith that my financial commitment to the 
church will be used by God to do good in the world, whether or not Iôm in control of 
where that money ends up.  
 
3. The more I give, the less scary it is  
Iôll be the first to admit that I have a lot to learn about giving. One thing I have 
learned over the past few years is that, though giving can be terrifying, it can also be 
liberating. Thereôs something about giving and trusting God to do what needs to be 
done with those funds that is truly life-giving and liberating. Iôm not sure how to de-
scribe it other than freedom. When I donôt give, I somehow feel weightier, burdened. 
Giving to and for God sets me free. 
 
Though I still have much to learn, I am grateful for all Iôve experienced as Iôve 
learned what it is to give so that Godôs kingdom might flourish in this world. As I con-
sider the many ways Christ gave of himself, 1/10th of what I make just doesnôt seem 
like so much anymore. If you havenôt taken the time to fill out your estimate of giving 
and estimate of generosity, in order to make a commitment about what youôll give of 
your time and financial resources in 2019, I encourage you to do so thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Itôs my prayer that all of our relationships with God might be deepened 
and strengthened by stepping out in our faith and trusting that God, indeed, will pro-
vide.  
 
Rev. Rachel 
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A note from our Pastor 
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CHURCH COMMUNITY 
Prayer Concerns  
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MINISTRY 

 

Sisters in Service 
Tuesday, October 
16th, 6:00 PM 
 
Esther Womenôs 
group - Tuesday,  
October 23rd, 5:30 
PM. 

October:  
3     Game night at CUMC 6-7:30 (come early at 5:30 for pancakes!!!) 

7     Youth at CUMC 5-7 

14   Youth at CUMC 5-7 

17   Youth Dinner Out @ Taqueria La Michocana 6-7 pm  

21   Youth at CUMC 5-7 

23   Common ground 5:45-7pm 

28   Youth at CUMC 5-7  

31  "Trunk or Treatò @ Summer Grove 6-7:30pm  

 

Sign up to be a ñtrunkò in the trunk or treat will be at the back of the sanc-
tuary. Dress up, decorate your vehicle if you wish, and join us in passing 
out candy and playing games with the families that live in our community. 
If you canôt attend, but would like to help, candy donations are greatly ap-
preciated. 
 
Other ways to help with student ministries: Sign up to provide dinner for 
the youth on Sunday evenings at 5pm in November. 

**AS YOUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW TO REMOVE YOUR LOVED ONE 
FROM THE LIST. 
 
Please keep the following members and friends in your 
prayers. 
Polly Palmer; Carolyn Bahm; Jo Glezen; Curtis Tho-
mas; Clarice Pickett; Alice Broome; Julia Williams; Jua-
nita Long; Doris Harris; Marjorie Carter; Rev. Bob 
Carter; Juanita Pilcher; Linnea Frisk Davie (Barbara 
Friskôs daughter); Talma Turrentine (Cheryl Turrentineôs 
mother); Kim Smith (Billie and Terry Smithôs ex daugh-
ter-in-law); Cheryl Darrow (Debbie Cragarôs sister); 

Glenda Cox (Jan Brunsonôs Sister); Shelby Houston  
(Family friend of Angie McEachern); Debbie Bates 
(Ballardôs daughter); Kayla Thomas (Godchild of Cheryl 
Turrentine); Bill Rehak (Husband of Deloris Rehak); 
Mark Snellgrove (Brother of Betty Booty); Cora Chavez 
(Friend of the Flanneryôs ); Austin Land (Friend of Rev. 
Rachelôs); Michael Holdeman (Nephew of the 
Flanneryôs); men and women of the armed forces. 

 
Welcome our newest member 

Welcome to Holly Halfen and her daughter Adison who 
joined on September 2nd.  They are transferring their 
membership from another Methodist Church.   

World Communion Sunday Special Offering October 7th 
One Bread, One Body. As we celebrate Holy Communion we unite in this celebration 

with our Christian brothers and sisters around the world.  Your gift to this Sunday is an 

investment in the future leadership of the church and global community.  Help make a 

difference with your gift to this special offering. 

Wednesday, October 31st    6:00-7:30 PM 

*S½R @ #HQSGC@X 1@QSX ENQ SGD /TQRDQX{ 

Last month we shared with you that we have moved 

the nursery into the room adjacent to Crichlow Hall and 

would love some new toys and supplies for the chil-

dren to play with when they are in there.  We are going 

to continue with those donations this month. Some of the items needed: 

legos           toy trucks/cars         play dough              puzzles                   books 

baby dolls     baby toys                  blocks                     coloring books           

Please consider purchasing any of these items listed and placing it in the open box 

beside the nursery door.  You may also make a monetary donation if you would pre-

fer.  Just write ñbirthdayò in the memo box. 

Souper Senior Dinner§October 9th 

Please note the Souper Senior Dinner will be held on the second Tuesday of the 

month which will be October 9th, 6:00 PM in Crichlow Hall.  Bean Bag Baseball 

continues to be the choice of entertainment.  Join us!! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi92uK7l5DdAhVMaq0KHQtnCIIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildsports.com%2FHow-To-Play-s%2F242.htm&psig=AOvVaw2LAbJPONJqgco0jI3l3huU&ust=1535560643870401
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Happy Birthday to  

5 Sylvia Powell 

8  Polly Palmer 

11 Matthew Waters 

14 Caleb Daniels 

16  Emily Bender 

19 Abigail Garrett 

20  Carolyn Bahm 

21  Ellen Trice 

 Terry Smith 

22  Kim Bender 

 Hayden Ware 

27 Juanita Ballard 

  

 

October Anniversaries  

15 Peyton and Christina Dodd 

16 Glenn and Clarice Pickett 

21   Dalton and Caressa Williams 

 

You can access the October cal-

endar through 

http://73973166.view-

events.com, the church web site 

www.summergroveumc.org or 

Facebook Summer Grove 

United Methodist Church.  Cop-

ies of the calendar and newslet-

ter are also available in the 

Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS: 

Terry Booty 

Cynthia Jeane 

Henry Dodd 

Pam Ammons 

http://73973166.view-events.com
http://73973166.view-events.com
http://www.summergroveumc.org

