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Announcing Fall 2014 Lay Servant Class 

 This class is open to all who are interested; it is not reserved for Lay Servants (formerly Lay Speak-
ers) only.  It is an Advanced Course entitled “The Lively Word”.  This course will focus on creatively 
preaching the scriptures, dramatizing the lesson, developing scripture into a sermon, critiquing each other, 
and designing a plan on a delivery in your local church.   
 It will be held on three Saturdays—August 30, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon; October 4, 9:00 a.m.– 12:00 
noon; and November 1, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon at Parker UMC, 45-211 Waikalua Road in Kaneohe.  There 
is no cost—no text used; access to internet is required.  The registration form is available on the district 
website under ‘Upcoming Events’. 

Applications for Ministry Funding 2015-2016 are now available 

 The California-Pacific Annual Conference through its New Ministries Essential Ministry Team 

[NMEMT] offers funding for new church starts or existing church revitalizations.  Applications for Ministry 

Funding 2015-2016 can be initiated by a local church in need of revitalization, by a local church wanting to 

start a new ministry, and/or by a District wanting to plant a new church.  The application must be resubmit-

ted annually to request funding for a multi-year ministry project. 

 The application form with instructions can be downloaded from the conference website, 

<calpacumc.org>, click “ABOUT”, then “Ministries & Committees”, then “New Ministries”.  The deadline 

for submitting your application is Wednesday, September 10, 2014.  [PASTORS:  please take note that the 

date has changed from an earlier email dated July 24, 2014 from Pastor Wesley Elmore.] 

 Currently two ‘projects’ in the Hawaii District are receiving Ministry Funding support for 2014-

2015:  Aiea UMC “Life Communities”  and Hawaii District Training.  The Cal-Pac NMEMT recommends 

that interested applicants discuss this new ministry/revitalization ministry with the District Superintendent 

and the District Planning and Strategy Committee led by the Reverend Wesley Elmore of Lihue United 

Church on Kauai, PH:  (808) 245-6253 or e-mail: luchurch@hawaii.rr.com. 

Announcement for the District Administrative Assistant Position 

 The California-Pacific Annual Conference is looking for an Administrative Assistant for the 

Hawaii District office in Honolulu, HI. The primary responsibility of the administrative assistant is to 

provide support to the Hawaii District Superintendent. Additional duties relate to the ongoing work 

of the various District Committees and California-Pacific Conference. Because the office of the 

District Superintendent functions as an extension of the Episcopal Office, the entire operation of 

the office must be consistent with and have the same high standards as the Episcopal Office. All 

work shall be done in such a manner that persons are treated with care and respect; and all office 

work is done accurately, neatly, and in a timely manner. Complete confidentiality is absolutely es-

sential. The position is a full-time regular, non-exempt position and reports to the Hawaii District 

Superintendent.  Benefits include vacation/sick leave, medical insurance and a pension program. 

Continued on page 4 
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ALOHA TO LEILANI ZUKEMURA  

 For 27 years, Leilani Zukemura has been a part of the Hawaii District Office staff, first as a receptionist for 
16 years, then as the administrative assistant for the past 11 years. During that time, she has served Christ and 
our district with great faith and leading from the Holy Spirit, with great skill and organization, and with an 
ability to relate to the many different people of our district. I know that every district superintendent has been 
greatly blessed by her. I know that I could not do the work of the district without her great gifts that 
complement mine, her gentle but firm ability to give me wise and loving advice, and her great love for Jesus 
Christ.  

 Leilani has decided to retire at the end of September. While we will miss her greatly on a day to day basis 
(although she has promised to help us as a volunteer at least through the transition), we know that she will be 
getting a well deserved time of leisure and time with her family. 

 We will be having an aloha celebration at Parker UMC in Kaneohe, Oahu on Saturday, October 11, from 11-
2, beginning with a brief worship service and then a luncheon. We invite different groups and individuals to 
provide to provide singing or dancing during the worship service and during the luncheon. 

 We give great thanks for God for giving us the great gift of Leilani Zukemura, and hope that you will join in 
the celebration. 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS—SOME SUGGESTIONS 

 Some have asked me what I do for daily personal devotions. While my pattern has changed over the years, 
recently, I have gone back to my spiritual roots in the Church of England, which John Wesley was a part of all of 
his life—including when he started the Methodist Movement. 

 The basic form of daily devotions is called the daily office. In this case, the word “office” does not mean a 
place of business, but it is an older term that means “service.” A daily office is a daily service of prayers, 
scriptures, and hymns. 

 I have been greatly blessed by a website called dailyoffice.org. It is a website that gives daily readings from 
the Psalms, other parts of the Old Testament, the Epistles, and the Gospels. There are also prayers and litanies 
specific to the day. There are always photos of people, places, or artwork relevant to the theme of the day. 
Sometimes there is a YouTube link to a performance of sacred music. I add my own prayers, including for the 
district, and will sometimes choose music that is more contemporary. The great part of this is that there is not 
only an office for the morning, but also for the evening, which means I can do both, or the one that fits my 
schedule for the day. 

 For those who are just starting out, if a daily ritual like the daily office seems intimidating, you might try 
watching short videos, such as Nooma videos, which as 10-14 minute videos that theme based and are very 
inspiring—and good for all ages. You can find them at flannel.org. What’s great is that they are now very 
inexpensive—the entire set of 24 videos is only $34 as video downloads. You can get DVD’s for a slightly higher 
price. 

 A regular practice of devotions is an important part of our spiritual health. I invite you to begin, restart, or 
continue the very rewarding blessings of daily devotions. 

          Grace and aloha, 

Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent 

FOCUS: Through Discipleship and Witness 

We Strengthen Churches for the Present,  

Build Churches to Ensure the Future. 
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Message from Sione Lilo Vakauta, Hawaii District Lay Leader 

 Hawaii District, just from July 2012 to July 2014, I say glory to God who gives me power 
and strength to send this message for two years in the Aloha State. 

 This message is that God wants to remind you that He assigned an angel to you on the day 
you were born.  This angel of God has been with you during your entire life!  Hawaii District, there 
has been many times the angel has stepped in to protect you from the enemy’s attacks.  Though 
you may have not known it, God’s hand of protection was upon your life, so that you could move 
into a position of prosperity and influence. 

 Just now– God is dispatching your angel to carry the blessings from God to you, one 
by one.  Remember, angels are God ’s special messengers and they are sent to minister to His 
children… but Satan always tries to interfere with God’s work. That’s why it’s so very important 
that you do this proclamation– right now: 

“I claim the prophetic promise that God gave to me!  I release the angel of God to 
bring miraculous provision and prosperity, divine healing, and supernatural restora-
tion into my life… just as God promised!  No weapon of the enemy will prosper!  God 
is my portion; He is my strength; He is my strength; He is my defender; He is my pro-
vider; and I receive the blessing of God right now, in Jesus’ name!  Angel of God, I 
receive God’s blessing from your hand.” 

 You are now in a position of heavenly favour where God can release every blessing he has 
promised into your life! 

 One by one the angel of God will bring supernatural blessing into your life. Watch for 
it! And when each blessing comes– large or small– be sure to give God the glory.  This will re-
lease the angel to deliver the next divine miracle to your doorstep. 

 This message for you, Hawaii District, is that the Holy Spirit knows everything Satan has 
stolen from you and God is not going to let him get away with it! 

• God knows how the enemy has stolen your victory. God is going to get it back for you. 

• God knows how Satan has attacked your health. God is going to get your health back for you. 

 During this season of unprecedented blessing, opportunity is at your doorstep. God is re-
warding you for your love, your faithfulness, and your faith. The Word says in Jeremiah 17:8… 

For he (YOU) shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by 
the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will not be 
anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit.” 

 In these challenging economic times, many of God’s children are holding back on giving be-
cause they are afraid of the financial problems they see throughout the earth… but not you! You 
see with the eyes of faith!  You understand the principles of seedtime and harvest.  God, Hawaii 
District, rewards those who continually trust in Him!  And pay our apportionment to the Annual 
Conference.   

 Nothing you ask from Him will be denied! 

 Now is the time to ask God for your children’s blessing of spiritual increase and salvation; 
now is the time to ask Him to free you from that financial bondage; now is the time to ask God for 
the impossible… He loves to do the impossible for his children! 

 Praise the Lord. 

 
We love you all Hawaii District, 
 
S. Lilo Vakauta 
Servant of God 
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Let’s  get together to celebrate. . . 

 LEILANI ZUKEMURA’s RETIREMENT 

Saturday, October 11, 2014  / 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Parker United Methodist Church 

45-211 Waikalua Road in Kaneohe 

 The event will begin with a worship service followed by a simple lunch.   Churches 
are asked to do a “sign-up” and call in a head count by  September 26th to the District Of-
fice.  Seating is limited. 

Hawaii District Administrative Assistant Position  (continued from page 1) 

POSITION OVERVIEW:    Serves as the liaison between the District Superintendent, the California-Pacific Annual Conference 

organization, and local churches (including local church support functions, and various district committees), and is responsible for 

performing the administrative and business tasks directly related to the management of the Hawaii District Office. Responsibilities 

include, but are not limited to: word processing, public relations, calendaring and coordinating meetings, maintaining records and 

databases. 

 

SPECIFIC JOB KNOWLEDGE, SKILL AND ABILITY   

 The individual must possess the following knowledge, skills and abilities, and be able to explain and demonstrate that he 

or she can perform the essential functions of the job, with or without reasonable accommodation.  DUE TO SPACE LIMITATION 

ONLY A PARTIAL LIST HAS BEEN PRESENTED BELOW;  a complete list can be found at the District website, 

<hawaiidistrictumc.org> or  you can find a listing of the position on Craigslist Hawaii / Jobs / search for “Administrative Assistant, 

Hawaii District” and on the California-Pacific Annual Conference website, <calpacumc.org> “About”, “Job Listing”. 

 • Excellent secretarial/administrative and public relations skills. 

 • Ability to professionally, courteously and compassionately deal with all pastors and laity on the telephone and in person. 

 • Ability to use sound judgment in decision making, and to maintain confidentiality.  

 • Knowledge of word processing and spreadsheet software, Internet and email programs, PowerPoint and MS Publisher. 

 • Experience with website and social media management. 

 • Ability to maintain accurate records. 

 • Must be able to work alone and independently, and take initiative to complete tasks. 

 

EDUCATION:   High School Diploma ; Bachelor's degree (B.A.) from a four-year college or university; or one to two years related 

experience and/or training; or equivalent combination of education and experience. 

 

EXPERIENCE:  Previous experience working in a United Methodist Church preferred by not required. 

 

HOW TO APPLY:     To apply for this position, request the application paperwork—an application form and a questionnaire,  by e-

mailing <hr@calpacumc.org>. After  completing the paperwork, please send your cover letter, resume and a list of three profes-

sional references along with these forms back to <hr@calpacumc.org>.  The process for applying and notifying will be done on-

line only.  This position is open until filled.     
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************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Hold the following churches, ministries and their pastors in your prayers: 
8/10 - Aiea Korean UMC - Pastors Hoyong Kim,  K.S. Lee, I.K. Jun 

8/17 - Wesley Foundation - Reverend Charlene Zuill 

8/24 - Kona UMC Pastors Krista Givens & Makakai Tatafu 

8/31 - Wesley UMC - Pastors Piula Ala=ilima & Ralph Honjo 

9/7 -  Waianae UMC - Pastors Debra Murray & Sione Taukolo 

9/14 -  Wahiawa UMC - Pastor Frances Wiebenga 

9/21 - Trinity UMC - Pastors Robert Miyake Stoner & Solomone Uluave 

9/28 - Parker UMC - Pastor Andrew Lee 

10/5 - Pacific Islanders UMC - Pastor Faaagi Taufetee 

10/12 - Olive UMC - Pastors Sangman Shin & Suega Leui 

The Ka Leo Mekokiko is published twelve times a year.  It is the publication of the Hawaii District, The United Methodist Church  
20 S. Vineyard Blvd., Honolulu, HI  96813.   

Phone: (808) 536-1864  Fax (808) 531-7354     Email: hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org 

District Superintendent: The Rev. Dr. Thomas Choi 

 

BITS N’ PIECES…  
* * * PERSONAL* * * 

Please pray for… 

... Pastor Manako Kemoeatu of Kahuku UMC.  He broke a rib last week from a fall outside his home.  Get-

well notes can be sent to:  P.O. Box 261, Kahuku, HI   96731. 

... retired Local Pastor Lois Takata of Aiea.  She is recovering from a heart attack on July 24th.  Get-well 

notes can be sent to her at: 3464 Ala Hapuu St., Honolulu, HI   96818 

With deepest sympathy to… 

…Mrs. Sandy McCleskey of Honokaa UMC on the Big Island of Hawaii and family.  Her husband, Joe 

McCleskey, died suddenly on July 17th.  He was known as the coordinator for the Honokaa UMC Camp Me-

kokiko Mowing Ministry (members who volunteered to mow the acres of camp lawn and to weed the parking 

lot), and together with Sandy was instrumental in assisting with the welcome of the many work teams that 

came from the mainland to build the many parts of Camp Mekokiko.  Notes of condolences can be sent to:  

P.O. Box 1426, Honokaa, HI   96727. 

... the family of Ola Filemoni, Jr., son of Pastor Olataga Filemoni at Wayside UMC in Lomita, California.  Ola, 

Jr. passed after being shot and spending time in an intensive care unit at a local hospital.  (In keeping with 

our UMC conference connectionalism.) 

Please continue to pray for… 

... Chris Kemoeatu and Maake Kemoeatu, sons of Pastor Manako Kemoeatu at Kahuku UMC.  Chris is re-

covering well from a 4 by-pass heart surgery and is scheduled to have a kidney transplant on August 

27th.  His brother, Maake, is the kidney donor.  Both are in Baltimore, Maryland; pray for both of them. 

…Retired Pastor Roby Correa’s youngest daughter, Mrs. Michelle Dekle.  Michelle has been diagnosed to 

have Moyamoya Syndrome.   

... Mr. Mark Britt, the adult son of Mrs. Caroline Britt, benefactor of the annual Britt Lectures. 

... Mr. Dick Englar of Waianae UMC, our former District Lay Leader. 

... Mrs. Dot Bloom of Keolumana UMC and former District Camp Secretary. 

... Retired Pastor Misipati Karapani. 

... Rev. Colleen Chun and Rev. Kana Shimasaki who are both on Incapacity Leave. 

  

* * * CLASSIFIED * * * 

Organist Available for Substitute Work or Permanent:  Mr. Michael Dearth, who lives in Hawaii and 

has 30 years+ experience, is available to do substitute or permanent work as an organist.  PH:  (760) 413-

7605.  [Information from retired Pastor Dan Benedict.] 
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HAWAII UNITED METHODIST UNION 
20 South Vineyard Boulevard 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
Phone: (808) 536-1864 
Email:  hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org 

DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 2014 
Thu.-Sun., Aug. 7-10: Walk to Emmaus for Women 
postponed to October 29-Nov. 1 
Fri., Aug. 15: Statehood Day; District Office closed 
Sat., Aug. 16: HUMU Board meeting  Postponed to 
Sept. 20. 
Sat., Aug. 23: Mission Festival; Trinity UMC 
  “   “   “ ; 9:00 am: Lay Servant Adv. Crse-1

st
 session  

Mon., Aug. 25: Deadline for Sep.-Oct. Ka Leo Mekokiko 
September 2014 

Mon., Sep. 1: Labor Day; District Office closed 
Wed., Sep. 10:  Deadline for CP Ministry Funding apps 
Sat., Sep. 20:  HUMU Board Meeting; District Office 
Sat., Sep 27: District UMW Annual Meeting; Christ UMC 
  “    “   “ ; 9:30 am:  District UMMen meeting [tentative] 
Mon., Sep. 29: Deadline for Oct.-Nov. Ka Leo Mekokiko 

October 2014 
Sat.,Oct. 4; 9:00 am: Lay Servant Adv. Course-2

nd
 session 

Sat., Oct. 11; 11:00 am:  Leilani’s Aloha Celebration; Par-
ker UMC 
Mon., Oct. 27: Deadline for Nov.-Dec. Ka Leo Mekokiko 
Wed.-Sat., Oct. 29-Nov.1:  Walk To Emmaus for Women 

November 2014 
Sat., Nov. 1; 8:00 am: Lay Servant Adv. Crse-3

rd
 session 

Tue., Nov. 11: Veterans= Day; District Office closed 
Sat., Nov. 15: HUMU Board meeting [tentative] 
Mon., Nov. 24: Deadline for Dec.-Jan. 2015 Ka Leo Me-
kokiko 
Thu.-Fri., Nov. 27-28: Thanksgiving holiday; Dist. Ofc. 
closed 

December 2014 
Wed., Dec. 24: Christmas Eve; Dist. Ofc. closed at noon 
Thu., Dec. 25: Christmas; District Office closed 
Mon., Dec. 29: Deadline for Jan.-Feb. Ka Leo Mekokiko 


