
   Ka Leo Mekokiko June-July 2014 

 

THE VOICE OF METHODISM  

Ka Leo Mekokiko  

Hawaii District                        July-August 2014         VOLUME 30    NUMBER  4  

 

A Summary of Cal-Pac Annual Conference  

Imagine No Malaria Initiative:   At the adjournment of the conference, it was announced that $82,00 

was raised in addition $65,000 was received in pledges to this campaign.  The conference goal is 

$3,000,000. 

2015 Budget for Cal-Pac Annual Conference:  An Apportionment budget of $12,819,105 was ap-

proved; it is the same amount as for 2014.  In general, apportionments for local churches should relatively 

remain in a range of the 2014 amount unless there are other formula factors that change drastically for a lo-

cal church such as budget/expenses, membership, etc. 

Changes regarding Local Churches:  There was one name change—Silverado UMC to Silverado Samo-

an UMC and one merger—Anaheim Vietnamese UMC with West Anaheim UMC to West Anaheim UMC.   

Four churches were discontinued:  Paramount UMC, Pico Rivera UMC, South Pasadena UMC, and Trinity 

UMC in Whittier. 

Changes on Benefits for Part-time Clergy:  Beginning in 2015 the medical insurance benefit can be 

prorated according to the part-time employment percentage of a local pastor. 

Resolution 14-3 Encouraging a Moratorium on Clergy Trials Used as Disciplinary Actions to Address 

Conducting Same Gender Weddings:  This resolution was passed and it resolves that the Cal-Pac 

Conference go on record in support of clergy and congregations who are embracing the Biblical Obedience 

Movement and further urges the Cabinet and the Bishop to consider a moratorium on the use of church tri-

als as disciplinary action for conducting same gender wedding ceremonies and look for other means of reso-

lution should official complaints be brought forward. 

 For a detailed explanation of Judicial Council Decision 1254 regarding last year’s Resolution 13-16 

which urged Bishops, Clergy, Local Churches and Ministry Settings “to operate as if the Statement in 

¶161F does not exist” can be found in the UM Daily for Wednesday, June 18 Plenary Session 2 . 

General and Western Jurisdictional Elected Delegates:  All the names that were nominated from our  

District Conference were elected in the following categories.  For General Conference—Clergy:  Rev. Tom 

Choi.  For  Jurisdictional Conference—Laity (7 slots):  1.  JoAnn Yoon Fukumoto (also first Laity alternate 

for General Conference), 5.  Norma Kehrberg;  Jurisdictional Conference—Clergy (7 slots):  6.  Rev. Piula 

Ala`ilima, 7.  Rev. Charlene Zuill. 

Applying to the Board of Ordained Ministry 2014 

Applying for Provisional Members:  Dates to apply:  immediately following the  Hawaii Committee on Ordained 

Ministry’s recommendation until October 1, 2014 by 11:59 p.m. (PST)  Applying is online <bom.calpacumc.org> 

Applying for Full Connection and Ordination:  Dates to apply :  July 1-October 1, 2014 by 11:59 p.m. (PST).  Provi-

sional Members who wish to apply are required to have the equivalent of 2 years of full-time service in an ap-

proved appointment by the Annual Conference at which they wish to be ordained and be made Full member. 
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Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent 

FOCUS: Through Discipleship and Witness 

We Strengthen Churches for the Present,  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PASTORS!! 

 We welcome the new pastors to the Hawaii District as appointed by Bishop Minerva Carcaño: 

 Monalisa Siofele Lolohea is the new pastor of the West Kauai UMC. Monalisa and her husband, 
Langi, are no strangers to our district, having been born and raised in Hawaii as “PK’s.” Pastor 
Monalisa just graduated from the Claremont School of Theology. 

 Olivia Latu is the new pastor of Honoka’a UMC. Pastor Olivia comes from the Hilo UMC, where 
she served as the associate pastor for the Hilo UMC. 

 Petueli Ta’ufo’ou is the new associate pastor for Hilo UMC. He previously served in ministry at the 
Kilohana UMC. 

 Tevita Fatumea Moa is the new associate pastor at the Kilohana UMC. Pastor Tevita is the spouse 
of the Rev. Linita Moa, the co-pastor of Honolulu First UMC. 

 Roby Correa will be the pastor of two congregations: the Kapolei UM Mission and the Keolumana 
UMC. Pastor Roby previously served as the senior pastor of the Ewa Beach UMC. 

 Chi Young Jeong will also be the pastor of two congregations: the Kapolei Korean UM Mission and 
the Ewa Beach UMC. Pastor Chi Young and his wife, Ok Yon, served the Santa Barbara Korean 
UMC for 15 years. They have two children: Do Hee, their son, is a graduate student; and Do Eun, 
their daughter, is attending college.  

 Daeil (David) Choi will be the new pastor of the Wahiawa UMC. Pastor David and his wife, Mary, 
served the Van Nuys UMC English congregation for about two years. He has a special gift for 
music ministry and Mary is a graphic designer. 

We welcome our new pastors and pray that they will be fruitful in ministry with us. 

 

MAHALO NUI LOA AND ALOHA TO OUR DEPARTING PASTORS 

 We bid aloha with thanksgiving to those or who have retired or who have received appointments 
elsewhere in our annual conference: 

 Rev. Fran Wiebenga has retired from the Wahiawa UMC after eight years. She served churches in 
Hawaii and California for 27 years. She will be living in Kahalu’u with her husband, Walter. 

 Rev. Peter Vaught has retired from the Honoka’a UMC. He served churches in Hawaii and Arizona 
for over 30 years. He and his wife, Carrie, have moved to Tucson, Arizona. 

 Rev. SonHye Kim will be the new pastor of the Echo Park UMC in Southern California. Pastor 
SonHye served the Kapolei Korean UM Mission for about four years. She also served previously as 
the associate pastor of Harris UMC. 

 Rev. Joshua Clough will be the new associate pastor for the Church of the Good Shepherd UMC in 
Arcadia, California. Pastor Joshua served the Keolumana and West Kauai UMC’s for the past two 
years. 

 Pastor Tyler Kaufmann will be returning to Drew Seminary after serving for a year at the West 
Kauai UMC as a pastoral intern.  

We are deeply grateful for the ministry of these pastors, who blessed us in our midst. 

        Grace and aloha,  
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Dear colleagues and friends,   

 We know that many of you join us in being concerned about the urgent humanitarian need at our 
border and in our communities as thousands of refugee children flee violence and instability, seeking a safe 
haven here in the U.S.    

Photos of overcrowded facilities and political grandstanding on the issue have captivated the media, but the 
national conversation has yet to reflect our faith values and our commitment to compassion and caring for 
children.  Too many of these children are scared and alone, desperate for someone to accompany them 
and care for them as they seek a future that will be brighter than their past. 

We hope you will join us for an Interfaith Weekend of Compassion and Prayer for Unaccompanied 
Migrant Children, July 18-20, from sunset to sunset.   

This coming Monday, July 9, we will have a resource packet ready for you online that will include worship 
guides in the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim tradition that you can draw from for language for liturgies, pray-
ers, bulletin inserts or announcements, as we join together in prayer for these refugee children and their 
families. We will also send along materials that speak to the plight of these children.   

During this interfaith weekend of compassion and prayer, we hope you and your community of faith 
will also join us in a letter-writing campaign to inject a much-needed dose of compassion into the 
national conversation and to send a message to these children that they are not forgotten.   

Writing letters to the migrant children can be a great activity for small groups, Sunday School classes, cof-
fee hours, Vacation Bible Schools, and for individual parishioners to work on from their homes and with 
their families.  The website www.TheyareChildren.com will go live on Monday, July 14th with additional in-
formation on submitting your own letter, drawing, or photo to a child and holding them in prayer. 

We are also inviting you to be ready to join us in reaching out to congressional leaders and calling 
upon them to rise above politics and respond to this humanitarian crisis with compassion and re-
spect for the rights of these vulnerable ones in our midst. The resource packet will include infor-
mation to help us do so. 

I hope you’ll join us in sending love and support to these children in need and helping us to move away 
from a polarized and hostile narrative to a narrative of compassion and justice that reflects our faith values. 

Blessings, 

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño   Bishop J. Jon Bruno  
Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop   Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 
The United Methodist Church   President, Los Angeles Council of Religious Leaders 

Interfaith Call to Compassion and Prayer  

for Unaccompanied Migrant Children 

 

http://calpacumc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2c482bb256eb67999c796c8f&id=a8e6867501&e=2c5ed3b18b
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Message from Sione Lilo Vakauta, Hawaii District Lay Leader 

 Glory to God, Hawaii District, the Almighty God who has almighty power and leads us to 

the end of June and beginning of July 2014.  Praise the Lord and thanks to the Almighty God.  We just 

came back from our annual conference.  On Saturday, we asked God in front of our bishops and the annu-

al conference to give Hawaii District three God blessings. 

1. A miracle for our family and our local church 

2. Divine healing for our children and the people of Hawaii 

3. God blessing for all of us who come to the annual conference, and please “God” load your blessings as 

in the aircraft we are going back to Hawaii tomorrow morning. 

 God showed us Aaron’s High Priest.  It was used by God to guide the high priest of Israel. The way 

that God led and blessed His ancient people is found in Isaiah 58:11, which says, “And the Lord shall guide 

thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like a watered 

garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.”   

 You will be fed and blessed supernaturally when you are guided continually by the Most High.  God 

not only showed us Aaron’s High Priest, but He also revealed the extraordinary secret” of the divine power 

of the inscribed words. 

 God wants to bring you and all of His children into a wealthy place.  God’s set time of favor to pos-

sess the wealth of this world is now. 

 One thing is certain: If Aaron’s High Priest produces results for you like it did for the ancient Israel-

ites, you will find yourself on the long receiving end of a financial harvest that goes way beyond – and by a 

long way – all the sums of money that you have been able to imagine having one day. 

 Hawaii District, very quickly you will see this for yourself.  You probably will be surprised to see what 

new possibilities and avenues God opens up in front of you in the weeks just ahead. 

 It is absolutely essential that you understand exactly how unique this opportunity is that is being 

presented to you now. 

 And God lets us see the details of our past, the difficulty of your present, and above all, the amazing 

miracles of your near future, I saw surprise after surprise. 

 God used Aaron, the high priest of Israel to transmit messages (divine guidance) from Himself to 

the children of Israel. Now God will use Aaron’s High Priest in the same way to guide you right into your 

wealthy place. 

 The event that will make you glad is to see God take care of this problem that has been like a heavy 

yoke around your neck. 

 Now, we must link our faith together in total agreement so that we can pull you out of this deep rut 

that Satan has held you in for far too long. 

 The first step to possessing wealth is allowing the Lord to guide you continually.  Every day of our 

lives should be ordered by the Lord. If you allow him and follow his instructions, He will lead you into your 

wealthy place! 

We love you all, Hawaii District. 

Sione Lilo Vakauta 

Servant of God 
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BITS N’ PIECES…  

* * * PERSONAL* * * 

Congratulations to… 

…retired Pastor Alex Vergara.  He was elected President of the Oahu Filipino Community Council at their 
convention held on June 14th.  He will continue to be involved with Aloha Medical Mission and National Ge-
ographic. 

Please continue to pray for… 

… Chris Kemoeatu, son of the Reverend Manako and Mrs. Ahea Kemoeatu of Kahuku UMC.  Chris’ kidney 
transplant operation was postponed because there were blockages in his heart.  He is currently recovering 
from a four by-pass surgery.  The transplant surgery has been tentatively scheduled for August; his broth-
er, Maake, will be the donor.  Please pray for Chris and Maake. 

…Retired Pastor Roby Correa’s youngest daughter, Mrs. Michelle Dekle.  Michelle has been diagnosed to 
have Moyamoya Syndrome.   

... Mr. Mark Britt, the adult son of Mrs. Caroline Britt, benefactor of the annual Britt Lectures. 

... Mr. Dick Englar of Waianae UMC, our former District Lay Leader. 

... Mrs. Dot Bloom of Keolumana UMC and former District Camp Secretary. 

... Retired Pastor Misipati Karapani. 

... Rev. Colleen Chun and Rev. Kana Shimasaki who are both on Incapacity Leave. 

 
************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Hold the following churches, ministries and their pastors in your prayers: 
 

7/13 B District Office - Rev. Tom Choi, Leilani, Rosie, Alvin, Lorraine 

7/20 - Kihei Tongan UM Mission - Pastor Panepasa Fifita 

7/27 - Beautiful UM Mission - Pastor Taehyun O 

8/3 - Ala Lani UMC - Pastors Jaeman Lim & Panepasa Fifita 

8/10 - Aiea Korean UMC - Pastors Hoyong Kim,  K.S. Lee, I.K. Jun 

8/17 - Wesley Foundation - Reverend Charlene Zuill 

8/24 - Kona UMC Pastors Krista Givens & Makakai Tatafu 

8/31 - Wesley UMC - Pastors Piula Ala=ilima & Ralph Honjo 

9/7 -  Waianae UMC - Pastors Debra Murray & Sione Taukolo 

9/14 -  Wahiawa UMC - Pastor Frances Wiebenga 

9/21 - Trinity UMC - Pastors Robert Miyake Stoner & Solomone Uluave 

9/28 - Parker UMC - Pastor Andrew Lee 

The Ka Leo Mekokiko is published twelve times a year.  It is the publication of the Hawaii District, The United Methodist Church  
20 S. Vineyard Blvd., Honolulu, HI  96813.   

Phone: (808) 536-1864  Fax (808) 531-7354     Email: hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org 

District Superintendent: The Rev. Dr. Thomas Choi 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 2014 

Sat., Jul.  19; 9:00 a.m.: DS Committee mtg.; Dist. Ofc. 

Mon., Jul. 28: Deadline for Aug.-Sep. Ka Leo Mekokiko 

August 2014 

Thu.-Sun., Aug. 7-10: Walk to Emmaus for Women 

Fri., Aug. 15: Statehood Day; District Office closed 

Sat., Aug. 16: HUMU Board meeting—postponed 

Sat., Aug. 23: Mission Festival; Trinity UMC 

Mon., Aug. 25: Deadline for Sep.-Oct. Ka Leo Mekokiko 

September 2014 

Mon., Sep. 1: Labor Day; District Office closed 

Sat., Sep. 20; 9:00 a.m.:  HUMU Board mtg; Dist. Ofc. 

 

Sat., Sep 27: District UMW Annual Meeting; Christ UMC 

Mon., Sep. 29: Deadline for Oct.-Nov. Ka Leo Mekokiko 

October 2014 

Mon., Oct. 27: Deadline for Nov.-Dec. Ka Leo Mekokiko 

November 2014 

Tue., Nov. 11: Veterans= Day; District Office closed 

Sat., Nov. 15: HUMU Board meeting [tentative] 

Mon., Nov. 24: Deadline for Dec.-Jan. 2015 Ka Leo Me-
kokiko 

Thu.-Fri., Nov. 27-28: Thanksgiving holiday; Dist. Ofc. 
closed 

December 2014 

Wed., Dec. 24: Christmas Eve; Dist. Ofc. closed at noon 

Thu., Dec. 25: Christmas; District Office closed 

Mon., Dec. 29: Deadline for Jan.-Feb. Ka Leo Mekokiko 


