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Grow Your Church 2-Day Conference 
September 27 - 28, 2019;  9:30 am - 4:00 pm at Christ UMC  

Guest Speakers:  Rev. Mary Scifres & Rev. B.J. Beu 

Registration fee $20.00 (covers meals for both days)   

Registration: CLICK HERE   DEADLINE:   Friday, September 20th     

Imagine leaving so filled with God's light that you and your church  
become a beacon of hope for your entire community 

               • where people can't wait to get together 

               • where leaders and participants possess the tools they need to nurture the body of Christ 

               • where generous giving is a natural outgrowth of communal faith 

               • where the church's actions match its mission 

               • where your church is making the world a better place 

                     Friday – September 27                                                                 Saturday – September 28 

                    Transformational Leadership                                 Strategies for Growth 

www.maryscifres.com      |     mary@maryscifres.com      |     (949) 484-5581  

2020 Mission Trip to Cambodia 
Dates: January 13~20, 2020 

The Hawaii District is sponsoring a mission trip to Cambodia and teaming up with 
hosting pastor & GBGM missionary, Rev. Andrew Lee! Spaces are limited and only 12 
people can be accepted. Registration costs are estimated around $1300-1400 and in-
cludes airfare, meals, and transportation.  
More details will be sent out in the next monthly 

newsletter. If you are interested, please contact the district office for a regis-
tration form at  info@hawaiidistrictumc.org. We hope you can join us! 
 
Words from GBGM Missionary Rev. Andrew Lee: 
I pray that the mission team from Hawaii District would simply experi-
ence God and learn how God has worked in Cambodia. Hopefully, it will 
be a great opportunity for all that the Gospel becomes more real to 
them in appreciating different cultures, making new friends, and seeing 
the needs in this mission field.   

 

Is God calling you to join? 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/e-zekiel/sites/b4666882-51a8-11e5-9516-5a6ae2785c22/uploads/files/37235/1563934164963/2019-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.maryscifres.com
mailto:mary@maryscifres.com
mailto:info@hawaiidistrictumc.org
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Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:  

Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ 

 It was a transformative experience for me to participate in the Eurasia Mission Consultation and 
the celebration of 130 years of Methodism in Eurasia. The consultation was held in Uzhhorod, 
Ukraine, where a hundred of people gathered together from Europe, Central Asia, and the USA. 
Eurasian churches have one episcopal office and five annual conferences. The presiding bishop is 
“Bishop Eduard Khegay” who is a 4th generation Korean Russian. 
 
The Bishop shared with us that he grew up during the Cold War period, which means that Chris-
tianity was brutally suppressed and persecuted under the Soviet Union (1917-1991.) After the 
Berlin Wall fell in 1989, the Soviet Union collapsed and the Eurasian people regained their reli-
gious freedom in 1991. It was evident that they were deeply thirsty for the good news of Jesus 
Christ as churches grew leaps and bounds through the hard labor of many foreign missionaries.  
It was a prime time of growth for Christianity. 
 
The Bishop also had a spiritual encounter by hearing from one of the young missionaries whose 
message impacted and changed his life forever. Rev. Jonathan Park was the one who was there to 
spread the love of Jesus Christ with the young people in Moscow and share the Good News of Je-
sus Christ with Bishop Khegay. The Bishop and Rev. Jonathan still remain as best friends this day. 
Rev. Jonathan is currently serving at Abundant Life, the EM ministry at San Di-ego KUMC. He 
was a GBGM coordinator for Central Asia in the past, and is now the coordinator of whole Eurasia 
and Central Asia. 
 
This teaching reminded me what Paul said in Romans 10:15: ”How beautiful are the feet of them 
that bring glad tiding of good things!” Yes, we are called to be messengers of God’s love and to be 
sent to the world to share the Good News as God’s servants. However God’s calling or believing 
ourselves to be a “servant” does not mean that we will be perceived as servants by others.  
Humility is characterized by taking several steps toward openness as follows: 
 
1) Serving: You can’t serve someone you do not understand. 
2) Understanding: You can’t understand others until you have learned about, from, and with them. 
3) Learning: You can’t learn important information from someone until there is trust in the 
     relationship. 
4) Trust: To build trust in others, you must accept and value them as people on your level or  
     higher than yourself. 
5) Acceptance: Before you can communicate acceptance, people must experience your openness -  
     your ability to welcome them into your presence. 
6) Openness: Requires that you step out of your comfort zone to initiate and sustain relationships  
     in a world of cultural differences. Openness is the ability to welcome people into your  
     presence and make them feel safe. 
 
Eurasian churches are small in size and still have a long way to go, but I experienced God’s pres-
ence among them as they shared their joy and excitement at the convocation. 
 
Together we serve. Together, with God’s help, we will build a brighter future filled with hope. 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Se Hee Han 
Hawaii District Superintendent  
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER 
 
 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ of the Hawaii District United Methodist Church! 

I hope you had time to relax and enjoy the summer months.  In my neighborhood, many of us 

took advantage of the season to restore and strengthen the roofs of our houses.  It’s reassur-

ing to know that we won’t have to worry about leaks and loose shingles when the rainy season 

starts.  I’m reminded that I need to restore and strengthen my faith that God is our shelter. 

I had a real-life experience based on the Gospel lesson for August 11: Luke 12:32-40, particularly verses 33-

34: “Sell your possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven where no thief comes near and not mot destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.  And verses 39-40: “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, for the Son of Man 

is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

Here's what happened….  On August 7, an intruder broke into our house by throwing a small boulder through 

our glass sliding door, shattering it to pieces.  Our house alarm went off, hastening the intruder’s time in our 

house but he had enough time to steal a small plastic case of earrings and rings that I had on my dresser.  He 

tossed some clothes out of a few dresser drawers, but nothing else was stolen or vandalized.  Luckily, our 

neighbor across the street witnessed the thief run out the front door into a waiting truck, so he got a license 

plate number and good description of the two culprits.  

Afterward, several other concerned neighbors stopped by to check on my husband, Winston and me and we 

all exchanged phone numbers.  Winston learned from them, about an app that can be downloaded onto our 

cell phone by which a group of neighbors can keep each other informed of trouble.  He also ended up buying 

an affordable, good security camera system for the house that one neighbor highly recommended.  This terri-

ble incident brought us all closer together.  Reflecting on Luke 12:32-40, I struggle with “selling my posses-

sions” but I appreciate the treasure in friendships that thieves cannot destroy.  I know that no one, no thing, 

no situation, can separate me from God’s Love.  My faith will not rust and no bugs will eat away at it.  I’m 

mindful that having a security camera helps make me feel ready if thief comes to our home again (an alert 

will be sent to our cell phone), but more importantly, I must be ready for Our Savior to come at an unex-

pected hour.  May you all be ready too!!! 

 

With warmest Aloha, 

Lynn Owan 

   Bits and Pieces 

 Please pray for healing and recovery for Rev. Piula Ala`ilima’s recent knee surgery.  

 Please pray for the ongoing protests in Hong Kong: UM News Article  

 Please pray for the Amazon rainforests that are being destroyed by the wildfires in South America.  

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/as-hong-kong-protests-continue-so-do-prayers?utm_source=ALL+DATABASE&utm_campaign=d40d8d2131-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_08_09_10_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7248078e6c-d40d8d2131-98572945
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This is the updated schedule of the Charge Conference dates with DS Se Hee Han. An assessment form for the clergy 

will be emailed, and each clergy-person AND the SPRC need to complete it and hand in all necessary forms to the Dis-

trict Office 10 DAYS before the scheduled meeting.  Forms that require signatures, must have hand-written signatures. 

An email will be sent out when the 2019 Charge Conference forms become available. 

*** ALL SPRC MEMBERS ***  

Please contact the district office at (808) 536-1864 or at info@hawaiidistrictumc.org as soon as possi-

ble if your SPRC requires more than the allotted time given for your SPRC session with DS Rev. Se Hee 

Han on the day of your charge conference.  

CHARGE CONFERENCE 2020 MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

CHURCH SPRC DATE CC DATE & TIME CHURCH SPRC DATE & TIME CC DATE & TIME 

First Tongan* 10/22/19, 5:30pm 10/22/19, 7:00 pm Pacific Islanders 11/25/19, 5:30 pm 11/25/19, 7:00 pm 

Keolumana 10/22/19, 6:00 pm 10/22/19, 7:00 pm Kilohana* 11/25/19, 6:00 pm 11/25/19, 7:00 pm 

Kailua 10/22/19, 6:30 pm 10/22/19, 7:00 pm Wesley 11/25/19, 6:30 pm 11/25/19, 7:00 pm 

Kahaluu* 10/23/19, 5:00 pm 10/23/19, 6:30 pm Christ * 11/26/19, 5:00 pm 11/26/19, 7:00 pm 

Parker 10/23/19, 5:30 pm 10/23/19, 6:30 pm Kam-Nam 11/26/19, 5:45 pm 11/26/19, 7:00 pm 

Kahuku 10/23/19, 6:00 pm 10/23/19, 6:30 pm Beautiful UMM 11/26/19, 6:15 pm 11/26/19, 7:00 pm 

Guam (ChST) 11/3/19, 11:00 am 11/3/19, 11:30 am Calvary 11/26/19, 6:40 pm 11/26/19, 7:00 pm 

Immanuel (ChST) 11/4/19, 5:30 pm 11/4/19, 6:00 pm Trinity * 12/5/19, 5:30 pm 12/5/19, 6:30 pm 

Wahiawa* 11/11/19, 5:30 pm 11/11/19, 6:30 pm Aiea 12/5/19, 6:00 pm 12/5/19, 6:30 pm 

Olive 11/11/19, 6:00 pm 11/11/19, 6:30 pm Lahaina * 12/7/19, 10:00 am 12/7/19, 11:00 am 

Ewa Beach* 11/12/19, 5:30 pm 11/12/19, 6:30 pm Honolua 12/7/19, 10:30 am 12/7/19, 11:00 am 

Waianae 11/12/19, 6:00 pm 11/12/19, 6:30 pm Ala Lani * 12/8/19, After Svc 12/8/19, After Svc 

Harris* 11/14/19, 5:30 pm 11/14/19, 6:30 pm Kihei Tongan 12/8/19, After Svc 12/8/19,  After Svc 

First 11/14/19, 6:00 pm 11/14/19, 6:30 pm Honokaa* 12/28/19, 10:00 am 12/28/19, 11:15 am 

Aiea Korean 11/17/19, After Svc 11/17/19, 2:00 pm Hilo 12/28/19, 10:30 am 12/28/19, 11:15 am 

Bethany Korean* 11/17/19, After Svc 11/17/19, 2:00 pm Kona 1/4/20, 10:00 am 1/4/20, 10:45 am 

Aldersgate 11/18/19, 6:00 pm 11/18/19, 6:30 pm Naalehu 1/5/20, After Svc 1/5/20, After Svc 

      West Kauai 1/25/20, 11:00am 1/25/20, 11:30am 

      Lihue UC 1/25/20, 4:00 pm 1/25/20, 4:30pm 
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Inurnment Service for Former Hawaii District Superintendent  
The Rev. James L. Swenson 

 
The Rev. James L. Swenson, former Hawaii District Superintendent, was called home on March 31, 2019.  
Celebration of Life services were held earlier at First United Methodist Church of Salinas in California and 
Prescott United Methodist Church in Arizona.  An informal Service of Inurnment will be held on Saturday, 
September 7 at 10 am at Wahiawa United Methodist Church, 1445 California Avenue.  His urn will be 
placed in the columbarium there next to his wife, Joan.  Jim was also a former pastor of Wahiawa UMC. 
 
He is survived by wife, Ann Hansen, son Peter and daughter in law, Bella, son Mark, three nephews, a niece, 
two step sons, four grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
 
The family ask that donations be made in Jim’s memory to one of three charities.  The First United Method-

ist Church of Salinas Endowment Fund or First UMC Neighborhood Service Center, 404 Lincoln Ave., Salin-

as, CA 93901.  Or Kairos Prison Ministry, P.O. Box 2731, Salinas, CA 93902. 

Strength for the Journey 
September 8-12, 2019  

      It is once again time for the Strength for the Journey retreat for persons living with HIV/Aids. Held 
annually at Camp Mokuleia, this year on September 8 - 12, the retreat is a time for renewal and Spiritual 
Direction. Each year, I hear stories of how this experience has helped those attending to find the strength 
to live another year, perhaps even to give up on thoughts for ending their lives. Many who attend begin 
attending a church for ongoing spiritual nurture. The focus of the camp is for healing and spiritual 
growth, and to give a lived experience of love and acceptance where there is, still, often only condemna-
tion and exclusion from the organized church.  
     The retreat is nearly full so we need additional donations to cover all or part of the $200 registration 
fee, and for airline miles for the three people coming from the Big Island of Hawaii.     
     As United Methodists, we can be pleased that we touch lives with the healing love of Jesus Christ. 
Please pray for those attending, and for the camp staff. For additional info or to give a donation or airline 
miles, please contact me at (808) 927-5949, or by email at revdrfran.w@gmail.com. Mahalo nut loa! 
 
Rev. Dr. Fran Wiebenga, SFTJ Camp Dean  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S ANNUAL CELEBRATION  
Saturday, September 21, 2019 

Registration: 8:30 am // Event: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Place: Kilohana UMC (5829 Mahimahi Street, Honolulu) 

Registration Fee: $15 Lunch Included 

 
All women are encouraged to attend this Annual Celebration!  Childcare is available for 

children 5 and under.  

Make checks payable to Hawaii District UMW, and mail registration form w/ payment to 

Deanna Espinas, 2103 Palolo Ave, Honolulu, HI 96816. Please send photos of your UM 

Women and any events to Nicole at nicolenonies2010@gmail.com.  

mailto:revdrfran.w@gmail.com
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HAWAII UNITED METHODIST UNION 
20 South Vineyard Boulevard 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
Phone: (808) 536-1864 
Email:  hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2019 

Sep 2 Labor Day  District Office Closed 
 

Oct 19 DLT Meeting  District Office 
10:00 am 

Sep 5,6,7 Mini Disaster Academy 
Training (3 Days) Aiea Korean UMC  

 
Oct 22 

Charge Conf:  
First Tongan, Keo-
lumana, Kailua  

First Tongan UMC 
7:00 pm 

Sep 8-12 Strength for the Journey  Camp Mokuleia  
 

Oct 23 
Charge Conf: 
Kahaluu, Parker,  
Kahuku 

Kahaluu UMC  
6:30 pm 

Sep 10-12 Bishop’s Convocation  Palm Springs, CA  Oct 25-26 UMW Conf D’Lte  Claremont UMC  

Sep 17 DPAS Meeting  District Office 
10:30 am  Nov 3 Charge Conf: Guam  Guam UMC  

11:30 am (ChST) 

Sep 19 HCOM  District Office 
9:00 am  Nov 4 Charge Conf:  

Immanuel  
Immanuel UMC  
6:00 pm (ChST) 

Sep 21 UMW District  
Annual Celebration Kilohana UMC  Nov 11  Charge Conf: 

Wahiawa, Olive  

Wahiawa UMC  
6:30 pm 
 

Sep 27-28 Church Growth  
Conference (2 Days) 

Christ UMC 
9:00 am  Nov 12  Charge Conf: 

Ewa Beach, Waianae  
Ewa Beach UMC  
6:30 pm 

Sep 29 Wesley Fdtn’s 70th  
Anniversary Fundraiser 

Christ UMC  
4:00 pm  Nov 14 Charge Conf: 

Harris, First  
Harris UMC  
6:30 pm 

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request to lift up to our District 

churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday of each month.  Thank you! 


