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ORIENTATION TO MINISTRY - HAWAII 2019 

“Is God calling you into the Ordained Ministries of The United Methodist Church?” 

May 29, 2019; 10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m.; Wesley UMC (1350 Hunakai St, Honolulu) 

Registration Link: http://www.calpacumc.org/otm519    Deadline: May 15, 2019 

This orientation is an opportunity to explore a call to ministry, and there will be information on being a local 
pastor and an ordained deacon and elder. This is required of all candidates, and is only offered every other 
year in Hawaii. Those already in the candidacy process are also strongly urged to attend again. 
 
Please contact Rev. Dr. Fran Wiebenga at (808) 927-5949 or email revdrfran.w@gmail.com to let HCOM 
know you will be attending. Event is free. 

2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
“I See a New Church” 

The 35th Annual Session of the California-Pacific Conference  

Thursday, June 13th - Saturday, June 15th  

Pre-Conference Events are on June 12th 

University of Redlands, 1200 E Colton Ave, Redlands, CA 92374  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019: Group Flight 

Leave HNL to LAX on Delta Airlines Flight #DL999T at 12:00 p.m., arrive 8:28 p.m. 

Sunday, June 16, 2019: Group Flight 

Leave LAX to HNL on Delta Airlines Flight #DL1121M at 10:55 a.m., arrive 1:44 p.m. 

Group Flight Reservations are now closed. Bus Reservation is still open until May 24th. Those who are 

registered on the group flight and bus will receive more information and instructions. Please note that 

the bus will not make any stops on the way to Redlands, so be prepared to bring snacks with you. 

 

Online Registration can be found here: (https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/ac2019_register ).  

Remember to choose a meal plan, linens (if needed), and Hawaii District’s dorm - Cortner Hall.  

There is no fee to register through Friday May 17th. Clergy and Lay Members registering on or after 

May 18th, must pay a $50.00 fee. If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Jennifer 

Gaylord at jgaylord@calpacumc.org or (626) 568-7363.  

http://www.calpacumc.org/otm519
https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/ac2019_register
https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/ac2019_register
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Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:  

Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ 

 
          Easter morning is still afresh in our memories. In the midst of uncertainty, it brings us con-
fidence and hope for the future. 

         The district conference provided us what to expect for the upcoming Annual Conference in 
June. I hope we will not have misassumptions like the father of Mario Cuomo, who was the Gover-
nor of New York City. When he was in grade school, his teacher came to visit the Cuomo home. His 
sister was the first to greet her. The teacher asked to see Mario’s parents. She went back and 
told her father that someone wanted to see him. The father asked, “Who is it?” The sister re-
plied, “It’s Mario’s teacher.” Mario’s father immediately went to Mario and slapped him in the 
face, because if the teacher came to visit, Mario must have done something wrong. As it turned 
out, the teacher had come to inform the parents that Mario was doing so well in school they were 
considering him to skip a grade. 

         How often are our own assumptions keeping us from hearing the good news! This is certainly 
true about our faith. So much negative press about the church is in the news. Doomsayers talk 
about the decline of the church. Christianity is no longer fashionable or perceived to be neces-
sary, so that when people even mention church or faith, many people have a gut reaction and turn 
off to whatever is being said. The Gospel, which means “good news” doesn’t get a chance to be 
heard. 

         If there is something about Jesus of Nazareth that is crystal clear, he was not someone you 
could make assumptions about. When people thought he would do one thing, he did another. When 
they expected him to be a military leader, he proved to be a man of peace. When they thought he 
would know his place and just be a carpenter, he moved to be a firebrand preacher and healer. 
Most importantly, when he died in agony and all hope was lost, he rose to even greater glory to 
give the greatest news of all: Jesus Christ is alive and gives hope and joy even now! If we make 
assumptions about who he was and is, and what his church is all about, we’ll miss the good news. 

I hope you find the joy of Easter always, 

 
Rev. Dr. Se Hee Han 
Hawaii District Superintendent  

Hawaii District Breakfast Annual Conference   

Thursday, June 13th at 7:00 a.m. in the Casa Loma Room 

This year’s Annual Hawaii District Breakfast Gathering is complimentary to those 

associated with the Hawaii District. An RSVP is required during registration. We 

welcome new pastors into our district, as well as saying aloha to pastors who are 

leaving our district.  Wake up early to join in this joyous time together. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER 
 

Greetings, Easter People of the Hawaii District United Methodist Church! 

It’s the dawning of a New Day!  Jesus Christ has conquered death!  We celebrate again--the 

Risen Christ.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Every year, I look forward to saying, “Christ is Risen!” “Christ is Risen Indeed!” when we greet 

each other during our worship service on Easter Sunday, Resurrection Sunday.  It is so joyful to celebrate this 

Holy Day with kindred hearts and minds.  When I greeted unchurched relatives with “Happy Easter! Jesus is 

Risen!” they smiled uncomfortably.  In my heart of hearts, I long to share how I experience God and Jesus 

with them without being made to feel that I’m being tolerated, and I pray that the Holy Spirit will nudge 

them (and non-believers) to open the doors of their hearts and let Him in.  I’m sure we all know friends and 

family for whom we feel the same. 

At the time of this writing, our District Conference is around the corner and the Annual Conference will be 

soon after.  The theme, “I see a New Church” has been wisely selected.  Now, even more so, now, the Laity is 

called upon to be the Church.  Let us pray that God will help us find reconciliation and resolution to unify us 

so that there will be no parting of ways and so that by overcoming the obstacles that threaten to divide us, 

we will become even stronger under God, in Christ.   

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.  And let s 

consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 

of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  (Hebrews 10:23-25) 

 

With warmest Aloha, 

Lynn Owan 

Native Hawaiian Offering at Annual Conference  

There will be a time at Annual Conference during Memorial Worship where we will give our offerings to the 

Native Hawaiian Scholarship.  

The offering of this educational scholarship fund for the Native Hawaiians 

is a collaboration of Interfaith groups of churches, temples, a synagogue 

and the Pacific Justice and Reconciliation Center in Hawaii. 

We hope to identify candidates who would benefit from such scholarship 

opportunities in training, education, health wellness, cultural awareness 

and a field of study including teaching and learning. 

Please give generously knowing that these funds will assist Native Hawai-

ians to reach their highest potential in their community, family and for 

themselves.  
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   Bits and Pieces 

 Congratulations to Former District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Woong-Min Kim, and Tyler Pottenger, our 

district chancellor, who will both be receiving the 2019 Bishop’s Award at Annual Conference.  This award 

recognizes clergy and laypersons who have devoted their life of extraordinary service to the Conference.   

 Please pray for the families of the victims who were killed in the devastating bombings in Sri Lanka.  

Bishop Grant Hagiya’s Questions 
 

Church Name: ______________________    Date:__________ 

 

Each church must complete the questions below and submit this to the district office at  
info@hawaiidistrictumc.org. Typed answers are preferred. Deadline is Monday, May 20th. 

 

1. How are things going in your own church in light of St. Louis? 

2. What resources do you need to help get through these times? 

3. What suggestions do you have for the Annual Conference in dealing with our  
denominational issues? 

4. What kind of church do you see in the future? 
 

Nominations for General Conference 2020  

NOMINATING A CANDIDATE  

All nominations must be received no later than  

May 31, 2019. After June 1, nominations will be taken 

from the floor of the Annual Conference. Candidates may 

self-nominate.  

SUBMITTING A NOMINATION  

Nominations may be submitted online at: 

www.calpacumc.org/ac2019_delegatenominations (those 

unable to do so online are encouraged to contact your 

local church or district office).  

Communications & Innovation Workshop 

Saturday, July 13, 2019;   10:00 am - 2:30 pm at Kailua UMC  

Guest Speaker:   James Kang, Cal-Pac Director of Communications 

Pastors and leaders are invited to this workshop on communications and innovation to learn ways of:  

 Making internal communications more efficient via internet-based communications services 

 Planning a social media content strategy that effectively connects with specific community groups 

 Designing a local church website to lead people to Sunday worship service 

 Understanding how "a life of faith" has changed in the digital as well as post-Christian age as well as for           
                    the quote/unquote "young people" 

 Leading an established church that is in decline into vitality through genuine ministry innovation 

 Starting new ministries (and church planting) with a digital-first strategy" 

https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/ac2019_genconfnominations
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MOMENTS FROM DISTRICT CONFERENCE  
April 27, 2019 at Kilohana UMC 

Thank you again to Kilohana UMC church members and staff for hosting and setting up, to all the volunteer drivers 

for picking up our neighbor island friends, and to the volunteers who helped with registration & communion. 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2019 

May 9 HCOM  District Office  
9:00 am 

 
July 4 Independence Day District Office Closed 

May 11 Young People’s Soccer & 
Volleyball Event  

Ala Moana Beach Park 
10:00 am 

 
July 11-14 Women’s Walk to 

Emmaus  
St. Anthony  
Retreat Center 

May 20 DPAS Meeting  District Office 
12:00 pm 

 
July 13 Media Communica-

tions Workshop  
Kailua UMC 
10:00 am - 2:30 pm 

May 22-25  Transitional Workshop Riviera UMC, CA  July 20 DLT Retreat Bethany Korean UMC  
10:00 am - 2:30 pm 

May 24 Lay Servants Class Harris UMC  
6:30 pm  Aug 3 UMW Leadership 

Meeting  SWCC 

May 29 Orientation to Ministry Wesley UMC 
10:00 am  Aug 10  HUMU Meeting  First UMC 

9:00 am 

May 30 HCOM Training  Wesley UMC 
10:00 am  Aug 15-18 Men’s Walk to  

Emmaus  
St. Anthony  
Retreat Center 

May 27  Memorial Day  District Office Closed  Sep 2 Labor Day  District Office Closed 

June 12-15 Annual Conference  Redlands, CA  Sep 10-12 Bishop’s Convocation  Palm Springs, CA 

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request to lift up to our District 

churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday of each month.  Thank you! 


