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2019 DISTRICT CONFERENCE

“I See a New Church”
April 27, 2019; 9:30 am - 1:00 pm; Kilohana UMC
DISTRICT CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP:
The members of the District Conference shall be: all clergy, diaconal ministers, and deaconesses living in the District; lay pastors appointed to local Churches; the District lay leaders and associate lay leaders; District lay members of Annual Conference; the Presidents of District UMM, UMW, Youth Council and Young Adult Council; members of the District Union/Society Board of Trustees; members of the District Leadership Team and District Stewards; and from each local Church: the lay leader(s), all local church officers who are chairpersons of boards, councils, committees, etc.; Presidents of UMM and UMW; church school superintendents, lay members of Annual Conference and one youth.

UNITED METHODIST UNION MEMBERSHIP:
The voting membership of the corporation shall consist of: all ministers duly appointed to a charge or an agency of
the Hawaii District of the California-Pacific Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church; one lay representative for each minister appointed from each charge elected by the Charge/Church Conference of such charge;
one lay representative for each minister appointed to an agency of the Hawaii District; the District Superintendent
and District Lay Leader of the Hawaii District.

SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY:
8:30 – 9:00 am
9:00 – 9:25 am
9:25 – 9:30 am
9:30 – 10:30 am
10:30 – 10:45 am
10:45 – 12:00 pm
12:00 – 1:00 pm

Registration
HUMU Annual Meeting
Welcome by DS Rev. Se Hee Han & District Lay Leader Lynn Owan
District Conference Business
Break
Worship
Lunch and End of Conference

We are looking for some volunteer drivers. If you are able to pick up and drop off our neighbor island
delegates to and from the airport, please call the district office at (808) 536-1864. Registration forms can
be found on the district website at www.hawaiidistrictumc.org in Resources.
Registration fee is $15 / person. Please make check payable to “HUMU.” Deadline: Friday, April 19th.
*If you do NOT register by the deadline, you will NOT receive a bento lunch that day.

Ka Leo Mekokiko March 2019 - April 2019

Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:
Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ
We are in the midst of the season of Lent. The season provides us a time to ponder how to follow
the footsteps of Jesus Christ and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Our denomination is especially going through the theological debates and division over human sexuality. The special called session is over, but the issue is not resolved and it is causing more questions and divisions within us. We are struggling to find the right answer. I encourage all of you to find the time
to pray for our denomination and to bring peace and justice to all people such a time like today.
In this day and age, many of us are confused about the meaning of Lent. I would like to share this
beautiful contemporary prayer with you as a suggestion for ways to observe a holy Lent.
Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling in them.
Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of all life.
Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light.
Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude.
Fast from anger; feast on patience.
Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism.
Fast from worry; feast on trust.
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation.
Fast from unrelenting pressures; feast on unceasing prayer.
Fast from hostility; feast on nonviolence.
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.
Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth.
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope.
Fast from suspicion; feast on truth.
Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire.
Gracious God, during this season, gift us with your presence, so that we can be a gift to others in
carrying out your work. Amen.
Rev. Dr. Se Hee Han
Hawaii District Superintendent

CANDIDATE SUMMIT in the HAWAII DISTRICT
“Is God calling you into the Ordained Ministries of The United Methodist Church?”
May 29, 2019; 10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m.; Wesley UMC (1350 Hunakai St, Honolulu)
This orientation is an opportunity to explore a call to ministry, and there will be information on being a local
pastor and an ordained deacon and elder. This is required of all candidates, and is only offered every other
year in Hawaii. There is no obligation to move ahead with candidacy, so if you are at all interested in being a
pastor, please come!! Those already in the candidacy process are also strongly urged to attend again.
Please call or email Rev. Dr. Fran Wiebenga of the Hawaii District Committee on Ministry at (808) 927-5949
or email revdrfran.w@gmail.com to let HCOM know you will be attending. Event is free.
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
I hope you are all having a meaningful Lenten season. This year, in addition to reading the Upper Room daily devotions, I decided to subscribe to an online program called “40-days of Lent
Devotionals”. It gives a scripture reference for each day and a reflection written by clergy and
lay persons of various denominations. I read with interest, a couple of writers’ reflections on how they
moved from criticizing those who practice Lent, to learning to appreciate that this season can be a time to
practice “selflessness”. I cannot help but reflect on how self-centered I am, hypocritical of what I “preach”,
unworthy of Jesus dying for me. And yet, I KNOW that God’s Love, Mercy and Grace are so much greater
than my sin—than ALL of our sin! Thanks be to God!
With the outcome of the Special Session of the General Conference in February, and in the spirit of Lent, we
might ask ourselves, “Did Jesus die on the cross for this?” In his death, he obeyed God. What about us? Are
we obeying God? Are we repentant of our disobedience? I believe we want to do what Jesus would do - “…
bring good news to the poor…proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind…to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18) We want to honor the “greatest
commandment” that Jesus said in Matthew 22:37-39: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself”.
Are we living these commandments in ways that honor God?
I pray that the United Methodist Church follows God’s Will, not our own, through this time of trial. Let us
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14)
Prayerfully, with warmest Aloha,
Lynn Owan

The 35th Annual Session of the California-Pacific Conference
“I See a New Church”
June 12-15, 2019 at University of Redlands, California
Tuesday, June 11, 2019: Group Flight
Leave HNL to LAX on Delta Airlines Flight #DL999T at 12:00 p.m., arrive 8:28 p.m.
Sunday, June 16, 2019: Group Flight
Leave LAX to HNL on Delta Airlines Flight #DL1121M at 10:55 a.m., arrive 1:44 p.m.
Group flight and bus reservation forms are now available at www.hawaiidistrictumc.org
under Resources - Annual Conference. First come, first serve basis. Deadline is April 30th.
Airfare reimbursement maximum is $700. The reimbursement form is on the district website under Resources - Annual Conference. Please try to book early if you are planning to purchase your own airfare.
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The 35th Annual Session of the California-Pacific Conference
Hawaii District Breakfast at Casa Loma
This year’s Hawaii District Breakfast Gathering will be held on Thursday, June 13th, 7:00 a.m. at the Casa
Loma Room. This event is complimentary to those associated with the Hawaii district, but an RSVP is required during registration. We will celebrate and welcome new pastors into our district, as well as saying
aloha to pastors who are leaving. So please make sure to rise up early and come to our yearly district
breakfast and join together in celebration.
On-campus housing and meal plan is available through the Annual Conference registration process, which
will begin in April: http://www.calpacumc.org/ac2019/

Christian Education Scholarship Program of Harris UMC
Applications are available for The Christian Education Scholarship program of Harris United Methodist Church.
Eligibility requirements include being a member/constituent of Harris UMC or Hawaii District UMC and is open to
students currently enrolled or accepted into an accredited institution.
Deadline for submission is April 30, 2019.
To download the application, plus further details on the scholarship, application, eligibility and submission requirements, please see the Christian Education link on the Harris UMC website at harrisumc.org.

Goto Memorial Scholarship
Applications are available on the district website at www.hawaiidistrictumc.org in Resources. Applicant must be
an active member of a Hawaii District UMC for at least 3 years and attend an accredited seminary college.
Deadline for submission is April 30, 2019. Applicants will be notified of their award status by May 30th.

Bits and Pieces


Congratulations to Rev. David Choi of Wahiawa UMC and Katie Monfortte, the internship coordinator for
the General Board of Church & Society of the UMC! They have successfully passed their interviews in March
and will be recommended for commissioning as Provisional Members for this year’s Annual Conference!


Please lift up prayers for Hanne LaRue’s family and friends. She passed away due to cancer on Feb 26, 2019. Her
memorial service will be held on Friday, May 3, 2019 at Mililani Memorial Park Mauka Chapel. Visitation starts at
9:30 am and service starts at 10:00 am.



Please send prayers for Loa Fonua, his family, and friends. His wife, Melelini Fonua passed away on March 22, 2019
due to battling an ongoing illness. Her wake will be held on April 2 at 7:00 pm and funeral service will be on April 3,
2019 at 11:00 am. Both services will be held at First Tongan UMC.



Susan Bonaparte , the Accounting & Facilities Assistant at Cal-Pac, passed away on March 29, 2019. Sunday, March
31st would have marked her 15th anniversary with the Conference. Please keep her family and friends in prayer.



Please keep former Hawaii District Superintendent Rev. James Swenson in your prayers. He was diagnosed with
melanoma in February 2018 and is now in hospice care.



Please pray for the families of the victims who were killed in the devastating shootings at two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand. 50 people were killed and many people were seriously injured.
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MOMENTS FROM THE HOW-TO WORKSHOP
Thank you to those who have came out the 2019 How-To Workshop at Christ UMC. We had a great turn out
of 160 people! We greatly appreciate having all the speakers who were able to lead sessions: DS Rev.
Se Hee Han, Rev. Tom Choi, Rev. Linita Moa, Rev. Darin Arntson, Archana Carey, Joyce Zirkle, Jan Hanson,
Wanda Bethea, Rhiannon Lucero, Rev. In Kwon Jun, Rev. Sione Finau, Winnie Ching, and Lynn Owan. Also
much mahalo to the hosting church staff who prepared and set-up the rooms, and the church UMW who
prepared a great buffet style lunch!
Photo Credits: Rev. Won-Seok Yuh
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2019
Apr 1

DC Planning Comm.

District Office
11:00 am

May 22-25

Transitional Workshop TBA

Apr 1-4

Coach Training

Cal-Pac

May 24

Lay Servants Class

Harris UMC
6:30 pm

April 2

DPAS Meeting

District Office
12:00 pm

May 29

Candidate Summit,

Wesley UMC
10:00 am

Apr 6

UMW Spiritual
Life Retreat

Trinity UMC

May 30

HCOM Training

Wesley UMC
10:00 am

Apr 19

Good Friday

District Office Closed

May 27

Memorial Day

District Office Closed

Apr 23-25

Clergy Retirement
Workshop

Sierra Madre, CA

June 12-15

Annual Conference

Redlands, CA

Apr 26

Lay Servants Class

Harris UMC
6:30 pm

July 4

Independence Day

District Office Closed

Apr 27

District Conference

Kilohana UMC
8:30 am

July 11-14

Women’s Walk to
Emmaus

St. Anthony
Retreat Center

Apr 30

Group Flight Reservation Deadline

District Office

July 20

DLT Retreat

Kailua UMC
10:00 am - 2:30 pm

May 9

HCOM

District Office
9:00 am

Aug 10

HUMU Meeting

District Office
9:00 am

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request to lift up to our District
churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday of each month. Thank you!
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