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  CHRISTMAS GIFT-GIVING PROGRAM 

 

This special program is held annually at Calvary UMM. An email attachment containing a wish list was 
sent out to all the churches for your participation. If your church would like to contribute on purchas-
ing a gift for a child, please look to the attachment or ask the District Office to send you the wish list, 
and notify us of which you would like to adopt. We are asking churches to have a maximum of 5 gifts. 
You will make the holidays for the Micronesian children very special!  
 
Gifts:  Please do NOT wrap the gifts and have a receipt.  
Deadline Date:  Wednesday, December 12, 2018  
Drop-Off:  Hawaii District Office, 20 South Vineyard Blvd, Honolulu  

Party Date:  Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

Party Location:  Calvary UMM, 1070 North King St., Honolulu  
 

2019 Britt Lectures w/ Diana Butler Bass  

Dates: February 15-18, 2019; Friday to Monday  

Times: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm, followed by Q & A to 9:30 pm (Friday to Sunday)        

             9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Three Hour Workshop (Monday)  

Place: Christ United Methodist Church (1639 Keeaumoku Street, Honolulu) 

Diana Butler Bass (Ph.D. Duke University) is an award-winning author and in-

ternationally known public speaker and thought leader on issues of spirituali-

ty, religion, culture, and politics. Diana is the author of ten books, the most 

recent being Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks in which 

she offers suggestions for reclaiming gratitude that can lead to greater connection with God, our loved 

ones, our world, and even our souls. You can find more information about her online at 

www.dianabutlerbass.com, her public author page on Facebook, and on Twitter @dianabutlerbass.  

The Britt Lectures is a free and public event. Child-care is available if requested.  

http://www.dianabutlerbass.com
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Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:  

[Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ] 

 People in California had the most challenging time because of the natural wildfires and 
the unexpected shooting that occurred in Thousand Oaks. This was a shock for all of us and 
those incidents took away many precious lives. I watched the news of people being evacuated 
and thought about those people who lost their homes and loved ones who still are missing. How 
sad it is to lose their homes where they grew up and spent many shared memories with their 
loved ones there.  

If anyone asks about the reason why those tragic incidents occurred, I would have no 
answer or profound explanation. I trust God that He is the Master of our life, who always 
loves us and leads us in right and excellent ways. Those difficult times overlap with the season 
of Thanksgiving 2018. Did you give you thanks to God in the midst of your lost and tragic mo-
ments? Yes, it’s very hard to give your thanks to God if you are going through difficult times, 
but we need to give thanks to God not only for the good times, but also during the challenging 
moments as the Children of God. 

Now we are in the season of Advent. This season also challenges us to fulfill John the 
Baptist’s exhortation: “Prepare the way of the Lord” (Matthew 3:3). The word “Advent” means 
coming or arrival. In its basic meaning, it refers to the historical coming of Christ in human 
form. It also refers to the ascended Lord, who will return at the end of time, to bring in the 
fullness of God’s Kingdom. Advent is the season to watch and wait, expectantly, joyfully. It is 
also the time to make ready for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

Are we ready? 

 In this spirit of preparation, let us reflect on our readiness to receive the Lord. Have we kept 
our hearts open to Christ? Are we ready and willing to receive his transforming presence in 
our lives? As we prepare for Christ’s birthday, are we preparing for our own personal rebirth? 

As a church, have we maintained a state of preparedness?  If Christ were to appear in 
our doorway during Advent, would we run toward or away from him? More importantly, would 
he walk in, or walk by? How have we – members of the United Methodist Church – prepared 
the way of the Lord? 
 
Peace to all, 

Rev. Se Hee Han 
Hawaii District Superintendent  

  CLERGY ADVENT DINNER 
  Place: Aiea Korean UMC 

    Date: Monday, December 3, 2018  

    Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

    Cost: $20.00 / 13 years old & up;  Free for 12 years & under  

    Gift Exchange: $10.00 value gift exchange/family 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER 
 

Season’s Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

ADVENT…It’s time once again to prepare Him room!  Prepare Him room in your heart, 

mind and soul!  Prepare Him room in your family!  Prepare Him room in your neighbor-

hood! Prepare Him room in your local church!  O Emmanuel, come into this world 

again as a newborn Babe and bring us Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love!  O come, O come Emmanuel!!! 

Interestingly, ‘tis also the season for Charge and/or Church Conferences.  Let us use these meeting 

times to reflect on the fruitfulness of our ministries and exhort our pastors and laity.  Let us prayer-

fully think about how to grow into the future—in faith and action—and set goals to organize a plan 

for your local church.  I hope that your church is staying the course and continuing to deepen your 

relationship with God, neighbor and with each other. 

Challenging times are ahead for the United Methodist Church and leaders should be ready to dis-

cuss matters with church members and friends.  Lay Leaders must work closely with their pastors to 

educate and enlighten church members and friends about “A Way Forward”.  Of course, inevitably, 

people will take different positions on what they believe God is calling them to do and on where 

they stand on LBGTQ matters.  Pray fervently for God’s guidance toward His Will for His Church and 

for all of us to love, respect and forgive one another despite all of our differences.  We all must bind 

ourselves together with cords that cannot be broken (as a popular praise song from the 70’s goes).  

I like to think of the cords as braids made of kindness, mercy and humbleness; patience, generosity 

and gentleness; faith, hope and love. 

Local church Lay Leaders and Associate Lay Leaders, keep alert for workshops and activities in 2019, 

provided by the District, that will be designed to enhance effective lay leadership. 

“…I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its 

name.  I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened 

in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  I pray that you may have the power to compre-

hend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 

of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  Now to 

him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 

ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  

Amen”  (Ephesians 4:14-20, NRSV) 

May you and your `ohana enjoy this Advent season as we anticipate the birthday of our Savior! 

With warmest Aloha, 

Lynn Owan 
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* = Indicates Hosting Church, Color Blocks = Combined Churches Charge Conference  

This is the updated schedule of the Charge Conference dates with DS Se Hee Han. She would like to go over 

the accomplishments for the year, review his/her appointment request, and the goals for the next year. An 

assessment form for the clergy will be emailed, and each clergy-person AND the SPRC needs to complete it 

and hand in all necessary forms to the District Office 10 DAYS before the scheduled meeting.  Forms that 

require signatures, must have hand-written signatures. This is MANDATORY. Charge Conference forms can be 

found at www.calpacumc.org/chargeconference/ 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 2019 MEETINGS (UPDATED) 

CHURCH SPRC DATE CC DATE & TIME CHURCH SPRC DATE & TIME CC DATE & TIME 

Honolua * 12/1/18, 10:00 am 12/1/18, 11:00 am Guam Korean 
(ChST) 

12/9/18, 1:00 pm 12/9/18, 1:30 pm 

Lahaina 12/1/18, 10:30 am 12/1/18, 11:00 am Parker * 12/10/18, 5:00 pm 12/10/18, 6:30 pm 

Ala Lani * 12/2/18, After Svc 12/2/18, After Svc Kahaluu 12/10/18, 5:30 pm 12/10/18, 6:30 pm 

Kihei Tongan  12/2/18, After Svc 12/2/18, After Svc Kahuku 12/10/18, 6:00 pm 12/10/18, 6:30 pm 

Pacific Islanders 12/4/18, 5:30 pm 12/4/18, 7:00 pm Kam-Nam * 1/3/19, 5:30 pm 1/3/19, 6:30 pm 

Wesley * 12/4/18, 6:00 pm 12/4/18, 7:00 pm Calvary 1/3/19, 6:00 pm 1/3/19, 6:30 pm 

Kilohana 12/4/18, 6:30 pm 12/4/18, 7:00 pm West Kauai 1/5/19, 10:30 am 1/5/19, 11:00 am 

Aiea Korean * 12/6/18, 5:30 pm 12/6/18, 6:30 pm Lihue UC 1/5/19, 3:30 pm 1/5/19, 4:00 pm 

Aiea 12/6/18, 6:00 pm 12/6/18, 6:30 pm Trinity  1/8/19, 5:45 pm  1/8/19, 6:30 pm 

Immanuel (ChST) 12/9/18, 7:30 am 12/9/18, 8:00 am Kona 1/12/19, 10:00 am 1/12/19, 10:45 am 

Guam (ChST) 12/9/18, 11:00 am 12/9/18, 12:00 pm Naalehu 1/13/19, After Svc 1/13/19, After Svc 

 

Various fundraiser activities will also be taking place this day including: Delicious Bake Sale items available 10am—5pm,  

Pre-purchased Sweet Bread Loaves available for pickup at Lydia’s Closet Thrift Store from 10am—4pm, Silent Auction 

items available for bidding 1pm—4pm Lydia’s Closet Thrift Store will be open regular hours of 10am-4pm  

http://www.calpacumc.org/chargeconference/
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   Bits and Pieces 

 Please pray for Rev. Bob Nakata, a retired  He suffered a stroke last week before Thanksgiving and is now 

at the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific. 

 Please lift up prayers for retired pastor, Rev. Faagi Taufetee and his family. His daughter recently passed away and 

is now with the Lord.  

 Please continue to pray for Immanuel UMC of Saipan who are still slowly recovering from the devastation of Ty-

phoon Yutu. The Hawaii District Office is still collecting monetary donations.  

 Thank you to all the churches and people who have donated to aid Immanuel UMC of Saipan. 

 Please pray for the people who have been affected by the California Wildfires, both in Northern & Southern Cali-

fornia. The deadly wildfire in N. California has been recorded as the most destructive wildfire in the state’s history.  

 Please pray for those who have been affected by the Thousand Oaks shooting in California.  

Immanuel UMC In Saipan In Great Need  

of Help Following Typhoon Yutu   
Typhoon Yutu, which passed over the Northern Mariana islands of Saipan and Tinian last month, has left ex-

treme destruction on both islands.  Roof blown off most of the buildings, and glass blown out of windows was the 

beginning, followed by loss of electricity and severe flooding throughout the islands.   To those of us who are 

United Methodists came this tragic news from Rev. Debbie Wise, pastor of Immanuel United Methodist Church 

on Saipan: extremely heavy damage to the buildings and property, as well as severe loss to the members of the 

four congregations who worship there (Korean, Filipino, Chinese and English-language). 

Word has gone out from our District Office in Honolulu asking for donations from each of our United Methodist 

churches in Hawaii to help restore Immanuel. 

Why should we care?   

As the founding pastor of Immanuel United Methodist Church in April, 1992, I would like to share the story of this 

little but mighty church and its congregations!! 

On Palm Sunday, April 5, 1992, a group of 20 gathered in the sanctuary of Immanuel Korean Methodist Church on 

Saipan for worship and fellowship, hosted by members of the Korean congregation and its pastor, the Rev. Myung 

Taek Lee. 

As an ordained United Methodist minister newly-moved to Saipan, I had accepted Rev. Lee’s suggestion to begin 

services in the English language, and had posted notices throughout Saipan and in the local newspaper an-

nouncing the beginning of worship services in the English language and United Methodist tradition. 

Besides the Korean-speaking Methodists who hosted them, those who attended that first service were Saipan 

residents who came from the Philippines, Fiji and the United States.  The religious backgrounds of those who 

came, besides United Methodists, were Lutheran, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Congregational and United Church 

of Christ, as there were no other Protestant churches on the island. 

I was pastor of Immanuel UMC’s inception in 1992 until July, 1998, when Bishop Roy Sano appointed me to be the 

district superintendent of the churches of the Hawaii District (including Guam and Saipan). Others who have 

served as pastors/missionaries of Immanuel UMC include David Corbin, Jaime Vergara, Norma Kehrberg, Ewing 

“Bud” Carroll, J.J. Matsumoto, Mary “Millie” Carroll, and now Debbie Wise. 

I strongly urge your support in aiding this deserving and needy congregation as they recover. 

 

From Rev. Barbara Grace Ripple  
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2018 

Dec 1 Charge Conf.  
(Honolua, Lahaina) 

Honolua UMC 
10:00 am 

 
Dec 12  HCOM Practice Session  District Office 

10:30 am 

Dec 2  Charge Conf.  
(Ala Lani, Kihei) 

Ala Lani UMC 
After Service 

 
Dec 15 Micronesian Ministry 

Christmas Party  
Calvary UMM 
5:00 pm 

Dec 3 Clergy Advent Dinner  Aiea Korean UMC 
6:00 pm 

 
Dec 24-25 Christmas Holiday District Office 

Closed 

Dec 4  
Charge Conf.  
(Wesley, Kilohana, Pa-
cific Islanders) 

Wesley UMC 
5:30 pm 

 Jan 3 Charge Conf.  
(Kam Nam, Calvary) 

Kam-Nam UMC 
5:30 pm 

Dec 5 DPAS Meeting District Office 
6:30 pm  Jan 5 Charge Conf.  

(West Kauai) 
West Kauai UMC 
10:30 am 

Dec 6  Charge Conf.  
(Aiea, Aiea Korean) 

Aiea Korean  
5:30 pm  Jan 5 Charge Conf.  

(Lihue) 
Lihue UC  
3:30 pm 

Dec 9 (ChST) Charge Conf. 
(Immanuel)  7:30 am  Jan 8 Charge Conf.  

(Trinity) 
Trinity UMC 
5:45 pm 

Dec 9 (ChST) Charge Conf.  
(Guam) 11:00 am  Jan 12  Charge Conf. 

(Kona) 
Kona UMC 
10:00 am 

Dec 9 (ChST) Charge Conf.  
(Guam Korean) 1:00 pm  Jan 13 Charge Conf. 

(Naalehu) 
Naalehu UMC 
After Service 

Dec 10  Charge Conf.  
(Parker, Kahaluu, Parker) 5:30 pm  Jan 17 HCOM  District Office 

9:00 am 

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request 

to lift up to our District churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday 

of each month. Thank you! 


