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Christmas Gift Giving Program
CALVARY UMM // December 16, 2017
DPAS is sponsoring the Calvary UMM Christmas Gift Giving
Program for their Micronesian Ministry. This meaningful program
is held annually at Calvary UMM. An email attachment containing a
wish list was sent out to all the churches. If you would like to contribute on
purchasing a gift for a child, please look to the attachment or ask the District
Office to send you the wish list, and notify us of which you would like to
adopt. You will make the holidays for the Micronesian children very special!

Gifts: Must be within $50 value and NOT wrapped. Receipt needed.
Deadline Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017
Drop-Off: Hawaii District Office, 20 South Vineyard Blvd, Honolulu
Party Date: Calvary UMM, 1070 North King St., Honolulu
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 16, 2017

Bishop’s Confirmation Retreat

REUNION
To all youth students who are attending, please
remember to register for the event!

Registration Link: goo.gl/RHvK2o

Clergy Advent Dinner
Date: Monday Dec 4, 2017
Place: Christ UMC
Time: 6pm - 8:30pm
Cost: $20.00 (13 years & older)
Free (12 years & younger)

DATE: Saturday // December 9, 2017
TIME: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
PLACE: Kilohana UMC (5829 Mahimahi St.)

*It’s potluck dinner so we request each
church brings a food dish to share.

*Please bring a $10 gift/ person

for gift exchange. See you there!
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Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:
Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ

Thoughts in the Season of Advent
Another Christmas! During the season of peace and hope which celebrates the birth of Jesus, we can
become distracted, rushed, exhausted, preoccupied, worried, overloaded, and for some, depressed, sad or
nostalgic. How many times have we heard the saying, I’ll be glad when Christmas is over? We often get
caught up in the moment, losing sight of the true meaning of the season commemorating the coming of Jesus as Savior of the world.
Advent and its promise answer the desperate yearnings of those who are not enjoying life, who do not
feel fulfilled, who have given up on their dreams, who do not like who they have become, who are down on
themselves and on life in general. Advent celebrates how Jesus came 2000 years ago, born a baby in a stable
at Bethlehem, how Jesus comes to us in this now moment and into the dilemmas, struggles, joys and contradictions of life, and how Jesus will come again at the end of human history, when God completes the divine
plan of salvation for all.
During the holidays, Jesus’ instruction to be watchful is especially relevant. The call is now especially
relevant. The call is not just to be watchful and spiritually prepared for His coming, but also to be watchful
for “the eternal in the midst of the temporal and the spiritually genuine in the midst of the synthetic.” For
the true meaning of Christmas is revealed, not in the elaborateness of our Christmas wrappings, but in in our
individual acts of kindness and sacrifice for the unfortunate, the broken and the wounded.
I hope this holiday season gives us an opportunity to prepare ourselves to receive baby Jesus Christ into
our lives again as we seek a spiritual path -- a path dedicated, not to ourselves, but to those who are truly in
need. I also pray that God help us to be watchful, vigilant and alert that we might, in His name, make this
Christmas special for those less fortunate than ourselves.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Dr. Se Hee Han

Hawaii District Superintendent
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
As I write this article, tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day, and I wish to share with you all, a reflection of a moment when I felt God’s blessing upon me. Since early summer, I’ve been alternating months to teach Sunday School for our children and youth at Ewa Beach United Methodist Church and Kapolei Korean United Methodist Mission. The church was celebrating Thanksgiving Sunday
so naturally, we began the class by each child sharing what they were thankful to God for. One 5-year old
said he was thankful for turkey and the older ones said they were thankful for their families and friends. We
continued our class with looking up Bible verses that had the words, “thanks”, “thankful”, “thanksgiving”, in
them, and discussed what it meant to them. The memory verse was Psalm 118:1 “O give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!” (NRSV). We ended the class by each student saying a sentence prayer of thanksgiving. My heart was overjoyed when one student said, “I’m thankful for learning
about God at this Sunday School class”. What a blessing to hear!
Our Hawaii District is about three quarters of the way through all the Charge Conferences, and Associate District Lay Leaders Minja Choe and Francis Fukumoto, and I have been accompanying our District Superintendent Rev Han to the ones on Oahu. Many congregations are growing in number and spirit, and are serving
their communities in wonderful ways! Thanks be to God for the lay leaders and committees who organize
events and for the supporters who help fund and attend the events! On the not-so celebratory side, let’s all
pray for those who are facing challenges with property matters or declining membership. We must trust in
God and allow Him to lead us through the desert.
December 3 is the first day of Advent, and is Global Migration Sunday. I hope your churches will observe
both occasions in a meaningful way. The section below is copied from an article entitled “Global migration
focus of Dec 3 observance” in this month’s issue of Interpreter magazine:
The young couple had a new baby, a sweet little boy, and they were thrilled, happy and scared.
He was their first, and they were counting on friends and family to help them figure this parenting thing out.
But, then, word came that the future held death for little children.
The couple was terrified. What could they do? Like parents everywhere, they would do anything
to protect their child.
So they left their home, their family and their friends. They left the only life they'd ever known with
just a few meager possessions. All they wanted was a safe place to raise their son.
They became refugees, desperate and scared, but determined.
So Mary, Joseph and their son headed west to Egypt. They had to get Jesus – Emmanuel – away
from certain danger. They weren't especially excited about going to Egypt. They didn't know what life would
be like there. But they knew what it was like at home and it was not good.

Thought-provoking, isn’t it?! The rest of the article can be read online at
http://www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/global-migration-focus-of-dec.-3-observance.
Until next time, have a blessed Advent Season!
Your Sister in Christ,
Lynn Owan
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Charge Conference 2018 Forms are available at: http://www.calpacumc.org/chargeconference/

Forms must be completed and given to the District Office 10 DAYS before the scheduled meeting.

CHARGE CONFERENCE 2018 SCHEDULE [UPDATED]
CHURCH

SPRC DATE

CC DATE & TIME

CHURCH

SPRC DATE & TIME

CC DATE & TIME

Pacific Islander 11/28/17, 5:00 pm

11/28/17, 7:00 pm

Harris *

12/7/17, 5:00 pm

12/7/17, 7:00 pm

Kilohana *

11/28/17, 5:40 pm

11/28/17, 7:00 pm

First

12/7/17, 6:00 pm

12/7/17, 7:00 pm

Wesley

11/28/17, 6:20 pm

11/28/17, 7:00 pm

Aiea Korean

12/9/17, 10:00 am

12/9/17, 12:00 pm

Christ *

11/30/17, 5:00 pm

11/30/17, 7:00 pm

Bethany

12/10/17, 11:00 am

12/10/17, 1:00 pm

Beautiful UMM 11/30/17, 6:00 pm

11/30/17, 7:00 pm

West Kauai

1/6/18, 10:30am

1/6/17, 11:15pm

Lahaina *

12/2/17, 9:30 am

12/2/17, 11:00 am

Lihue UC

1/6/18, 3:00 pm

1/6/17, 4:00pm

Honolua

12/2/17, 10:30 am

12/2/17, 11:00 am

Kona

1/13/18, 10:00 am

1/13/18, 11:00 am

Ala Lani *

12/3/17, After Svc

12/3/17, After Svc

Naalehu

1/14/18, After Svc

1/14/18, After Svc

Kihei Tongan

12/3/17, After Svc

12/3/17, After Svc

* = Indicates Hosting Church [ ] = Combined Churches Charge Conference

Hawaii Pastor’s Day on Worship
Date & Time: Jan 20, 2018 // 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Location: Aiea UMC (99-101 Laulima St, Aiea)
Speaker: Rev. Daniel Benedict
This event is about learning United Methodist worship & liturgy. The class will be led by our speaker who will
teach a class on “Basic Pattern.” This workshop is highly recommended and it is open to everyone.

* All local pastors are required to attend this workshop.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PARADE
DATE: January 15, 2018
Arrive at Ala Moana Beach Park by 8:00 am.
Parade march will commence at 9:00 am.
If your church would like shirts for the march, please place your order with
ALOHA T-SHIRT FACTORY at: sales@alohatshir tfactor y.com.
Make title line “HAWAII UMC MLK: [Church Name].”
Churches can ask for Gabriel at (808) 372-1774 for more info. Prices vary
between $4-8 based on color and sizes. Each church is asked to select their own color and to contact the
company of their order. Deadline for order placements is January 3, 2018.
All participating churches are encouraged to create MLK signs or banners for the parade march.
After the parade is over, lunch will be served at Kapiolani Park. If anyone would like to contribute food
dishes, please contact Kala at 808-779-8740.
*Contact Rev. John Finau at (808) 394-7492 or Roman Leverenz at (808) 779-7084 for any inquiries.
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Thanksgiving Message 2018
The United Methodist Church
Los Angeles Episcopal Area
Grant J. Hagiya
Resident Bishop

There is some relief, even joy, as I write this message to our California-Pacific Conference. You
see, I am not writing in the midst of the latest world catastrophe, responding to some act of mindless violence, or grieving over the latest injustice. It seems like much of my recent correspondence to you has
been in reaction to a tragedy or horrific event.
On the contrary, I am writing simply to say thank you, and to share my deep gratitude in the midst
of this season of Thanksgiving. Like you, I have so much to be thankful for: a loving family, good friends, a
passionate vocation, and the feeling that I am making a difference in our challenging world. Most of all, I
am thankful for my faith, and the God who gives me everything – absolutely everything in the gift of life itself. Each moment that we are alive, we share in this gift of life from God who provides it merely because
God loves us that much. We do not deserve this gift, but it is given anyway simply because God cares
about us as God’s creatures.
So, my message is just to convey this deep thanksgiving in my heart and to remind you to thank
God for all that is given us. I hope and pray that I do not have to write my next message asking for prayers
over the latest tragedy, even though this is not within our control. Those messages are inevitable because
life is fragile and uncertain. And yet, there is something truly joyous about being able to share with you a
simple thanksgiving for the gift of life. Let us be reminded that we should always start with such gratitude,
even in the midst of a world with pain and suffering.
Thanks be to God, always and everywhere!
Be the Hope,
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya
Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop, The United Methodist Church

Bits and Pieces


Please continue to pray for Pastor Joseph Siofele’s wife, Su`e Siofele, who is suffering from
stage iv cancer. Pastor Joe is the Samoan pastor at Aiea UMC.


Please lift up prayers for Bob Takata’s family. Bob Takata passed away on October 28, 2017 and had a
memorial service on November 4, 2017 at Aiea UMC. Bob Takata will be lovingly remembered by his
wife, Lois Takata, their children, Irene and Joan, their grand-children, and great-grand-children.



Please pray for our pastors who are preparing for commissioning in their ordination process:
In Kwon Jun of Christ UMC

Katie Monfortte of Church & Society UMC

Debbie Wise of Immanuel UMC

Won-Seok Yuh of Kahalu’u UMC.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2017
Dec 2

Charge Conf.
(Lahaina, Honolua)

Lahaina UMC
9:30 am

Jan 12

Introduction
Coach Training

TBA

Dec 3

Charge Conf.
(Ala Lani, Kihei Tongan)

Ala Lani UMC
After Service

Jan 13

Charge Conf.
(Kona)

Kona UMC
10:00 am

Dec 4

Advent Dinner

Christ UMC
6:00 pm

Jan 14

Charge Conf.
(Naalehu)

Naalehu UMC
After Service

Dec 6

Acts of Repentance
Task Force

District Office
10:30 am

Jan 15

Martin Luther King’s
Day Parade

Ala Moana Park
8:00 am

Dec 7

Charge Conf.
(Harris, First)

Harris UMC
5:00 pm

Jan 20

Hawaii Pastor’s Day
on Worship

Aiea UMC
9:00 am

Dec 9

Charge Conf.
(Aiea Korean)

Aiea Korean UMC
10:00 am

Jan 24

HCOM

District Office
9:00am

Dec 10

Charge Conf.
(Bethany UMC)

Bethany UMC
11:00 am

Jan 27

UMW Local Unit
Officers Training

Aiea UMC

Dec 24 & 25

Christmas Holiday

District Office Closed

Feb 3

UMW District Leadership Team Meeting

8:00 am

Jan 1

New Year’s Day

District Office Closed

Feb 16-18

Britt Lectures

Christ UMC

Jan 6

Charge Conf.
(West Kauai)

West Kauai UMC
10:30 am

Feb 19

President’s Day

District Office Closed

Jan 6

Charge Conf.
(Lihue)

Lihue United
3:00 pm

Mar 3

How-To-Workshop

TBA

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request to lift up to our District churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday of each month. Thank you!
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