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Hawaii District Korea Spiritual Immersion Experience
When: May 18-25, 2018
Who: 1. Clergy and his/her spouse
2. Church leaders (laity)
This trip will provide a Korean spiritual immersion experience for the participants that will help to
renew their spirituality for the strengthening and revitalization of their ministry. During the trip, we will
attend the Early Morning Prayer meetings, visit landmark Korean churches to learn about their strategies
for church growth and will have a cultural experience and much more. The hosting church, BuPyung Korean Methodist Church will provide lodging, meals and local transportation throughout the trip. Y ou are
responsible to pay for your portion of the group flight airfare.
The registration will be posted on the Hawaii District website in July. The space is limited; so please
register as soon as possible. First priority is for Pastors and their spouses. More detailed information will
follow in next month’s newsletter.

BARBARA GRACE RIPPLE SCHOLARSHIP
FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
Applications are now being received for the Barbara Grace Ripple Scholarship for Theological Education.
Applicants should be members of a United Methodist Church congregation within the Hawaii District
(including Guam and Saipan) of the California-Pacific Annual Conference. They should be responding to a
call to the ordained ministry and during the 2017-18 academic year will be attending a United Methodist
school of theology approved by the United Methodist General Board of Education.

This scholarship was established in 2004 by the Hawaii District Committee on the District Superintendency and is administered by that committee to assist persons who must travel to the US mainland to further their
theological education.
The application form will be posted on the district website, <hawaiidistrictumc.org>. The deadline for
completed applications to be received in the Hawaii District Office is July 15, 2017. Announcement of successful recipients will be made mid-August . Send Completed Application to: Hawaii District Office
20 South Vineyard Boulevard
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-2317
Or Email attachment to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org
Inquiries may be addressed to committee chairperson, Rev. Stan Bain, by email milton_s_bain@yahoo.com
or phone 808-282-6734.
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Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:
Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ
So All May Experience God’s Life-Giving Love
It is always nice to gather together with the people of the Hawaii District for celebrating our ministries and
focusing on our future ministries together as “The Ohana.” I deeply appreciate Christ UMC, its staff and laity,
whose effort made the District Conference meaningful and enjoyable. Our theme for the District Conference
was “From Here to There” which will be the theme of the Annual Conference in June, 2017. We have to admit that our church has been stuck. It is not only our churches, but all major Prostestant churches. So it becomes mandatory for us to find a way “From Here to There” which means that we need to move on from our
current “stuck” situation to a renewed and revitalized future.
You will find more answers when you come to the Conference on June 14-17 in Redlands, CA. There will
be many presentations and workshops which will guide us on how to move on “Here to There.” I am sure that
you would like to lead your church to a bright future for our next generation as our faithful ancestors did for
us.
The ministry of Hawaii District has a long and faithful history. We have 33 chartered churches along with
5 Mission Ministries. How blessed we are to serve the communities in Hawaii, Guam and Saipan! The district
is actively participating in serving the world through our 100 % apportionment giving and supporting our missionaries in various places in the world. How blessed we are to be able to serve the global community!
It was serveral years ago, when I attended the Annual Conference in June and I was blessed to be able to
participate in a Bible study led by Dr. Randy Maddox, who is a Wesleyan professor at Duke Divinity School.
He emphasized that there is no holiness but social holiness and there should be no social solitaries. His spiritual analogy of Wesley was highly weighted on “active social participation” as a practice of spirituality when
being a follower of Jesus Christ.
Recently we had a “Immigrant Welcoming Congregations Gathering and Training” on May 20, 2017. It
was sponsored by Hawaii District, Faith Action for Community Equity and Harris UMC. In the midst of politically difficult times, we are-affirming that Christ is our sure foundation, our head and cornerstone. We followers of Jesus are called to live in hope and in the assurance that God is present with us.
Together we serve. Together, with God’s help, we will build a brighter future filled with hope.
Rev. Dr. Se Hee Han
District Superintendant

BISHOP’S CONFIRMATION RETREAT
There is an exciting opportunity for Hawaii youth to meet with Bishop Grant Hagiya and learn about the meaning of confirmation. Your church is invited to offer this exciting spiritual journey opportunity to your youth.
Date:

September 22-24, 2017 (Friday thru Sunday)

Place: Camp Mokuleia, 68-729 Farrington Highway, Waialua, Hawaii
Who:
Cost:

Ages 11 thru 16 years old or someone looking for confirmation
$100
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER
Greetings, Easter People of the Hawaii District United Methodist Churches!
I hope you are all continuing to renew your minds and spirits in Christ!
As our Annual Conference embarks on its theme, “From Here to There”, I ponder and
pray about how our United Methodist churches can move, spring forth and GROW from
here to there. I found some notes from a Britt Lecture that I attended in 2010 that I feel
are pertinent to the AC theme. The Britt Lecturer was Reverend Adam Hamilton of Church of the Resurrection, a United Methodist Church in Kansas. Rev Hamilton was raised by a Pentecostal mother and
Catholic father, and as a youngster, he attended Pentecostal worship services. He eventually grew away
from some of their practices and after reading a Book of Discipline, he wanted to become a United
Methodist. Rev. Hamilton earned a Master’s degree from Perkins School of Theology at Southern
Methodist University and began his ministry in a mortuary, worshipping with 20 people. In 2010 he
was the senior pastor of Church of the Resurrection, which had 12,000 members. I don’t know how
many members there are now, but on a brief Internet search, I found that there are four Church of the
Resurrection campuses in Kansas, each with 3-5 worship services every Sunday. Imagine all the people
whose lives are being transformed by the Spirit of Jesus Christ and the work of this United Methodist
church! (Talk about moving from here to there!)
Given the trend of many “nonbelieving” young people today, Rev. Hamilton has written that the United
Methodist Church’s theological and spiritual doctrine can be a vital contribution to Christianity because
of three major UM beliefs:
We recognize that God’s grace and holiness are the basis of our faith;
Evangelism and Social Justice are two halves of one Gospel; and
Intellect and heart (agape love) holds it all together, aligning conservative and liberal thinking,
which the younger generation can relate to.
Our distinctive Wesleyan heritage offers much to be celebrated during this day and age. Our denomination values the Laity. We, lay persons, know that WE ARE THE CHURCH and that we play a most important role in living out our Christian faith in our communities through our local churches! Paraphrasing from the Book of Discipline, “Grace is the basis of our understanding of Christian faith and life. By
“Grace”, we mean the undeserved, unmerited and loving action of God in human existence through the
ever-present Holy Spirit. We assert that God’s grace is manifest in all creation even though suffering,
violence and evil are everywhere. The goodness of creation is fulfilled in the people (US), who are
called to covenant partnership with God.”
Brothers and Sisters, our California-Pacific Annual Conference is around the corner. Please pray for the
clergy and lay delegates of our Hawaii District—that we will represent our local churches and their various “personalities” as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. And of course, pray unceasingly that the work
of the Holy Spirit may be done at our Annual Conference. Pray that we will all will help move our
churches and ministries from “here to there”. All for God’s Glory, Honor and Praise!
Yours in Christ,
Lynn Owan
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Missionary to visit Hawaii
Rev. Claudia Genung-Yamamoto will be visiting
Hawaii from August 5 - 22. Rev. Claudia has been
in Kobe for 5 1/2 years now. She remains a UMC
missionary in our conference. Her ministry is with
Kobe Jesus Band Church and the Kagawa Center.
The Kagawa Center has a church, a day care center, a program for children with special needs,
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and Tengokuya Heaven’s Cafe (UMC Advance
Project). She is also involved with Kobe Union
Church's Global Ministries, Kansai Food Bank,
American Friends of Asian Rural Institute Board
(AFARI), and Fukushima Kobe Children’s Program.
If your church or UMW group would like to meet
with her and have her share about her ministry,
please contact Myrna Medina at cell: 351-2951 or
email at <myrna@themedinas.com>

Shots from our Annual Hawaii District Conference - May 3rd
Worshiping together.

Honoring retiring pastor, the Reverend Faaagi
Taufetee of Pacific Islanders UMC.

2017 Candidacy Summit - May 17th
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Saying “YES” to God’s Call
“Here I Am” (UMH 593) has always been my favorite hymn as I felt ready to go wherever God sends to
serve God’s Kingdom. But when I got called to serve as a
missionary, I could not help but make a complete stop. I
had many reasons to say “no” especially when I considered my two young daughters. In fact, I could not imagine leaving my beloved parish, Parker United Methodist
Church.
My wife, Janice, and I had a long conversation that
night and felt compelled to say “yes” to God’s call. Soon
after, we learned that we would be sent to Cambodia.
And a few days later, I learned about the good work that
God has been doing in Cambodia.
Since 1998, the Methodist Church in Singapore, the
Korean Methodist Church, the General Board of Global
Ministries, mission agency of the United Methodists in France and Switzerland, and the World Federation of
Chinese Methodist Churches have been cooperating in bringing about an autonomous Methodist denomination
in Cambodia. As of early 2017, the church in Cambodia has 140 congregations and a membership of some
4,000.
With “Country Coordinator” as the title of my position, I will be actively participating in this great internationally cooperative endeavor to establish an autonomous denomination of “Methodist Church of Cambodia.” I
know that it is no easy task and humbly ask for your support through your prayers.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to DS Han for her love and support. I also give my deep appreciation to the pastors and friends, especially friends of Parker UMC, for their love and fellowship. It’s been my
joy and privilege to work with each of you from Hawaii District. Please keep me and my family in your prayer
as we strive to serve God in Cambodia!
Aloha everyone. God bless you!
Rev. Andrew Lee
Advance #3022316

Bits and Pieces…


Please pray for Rev. Emy Cruz of Aldersgate UMC. He is scheduled for surgery on May 30th.

Continue to pray for Rev. Tevita Maile of Kahuku UMC, Mrs. Saofetalai Taufetee - spouse
of Rev. Faaagi Taufetee at Pacific Islanders UMC, Rev. Manako Kemoeatu (retired) and his
wife, Ahea.


We praise and thank the Lord for Rev. Jim White’s recovery from prostate surgery. Pastor Jim’s last appointment in our district was at Aiea UMC.




Congratulations to Rev. James Choi of Christ UMC, Rev. John Finau of Keolumana UMC and Rev.
Bae Sun Kim of Olive UMC. They will be commissioned as Provisional Members of our Annual Conference on the Elder Track.



Book Launch Reception: Harris UMChurch is having a reception on Sunday, June 4th; 1 2: 30
p.m. to launch a book entitled “My Life’s Journey: a Memoir” by Mr. Ted T. Tsukiyama, a life-long
member, in which he shares his life story and the impacts of the Great Depression, World War II,
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2017
May 25-28

Men’s Walk To Emmaus

St. Anthony Retreat
Center

Aug 17-20

Women’s Walk to Emmaus

St. Anthony’s
Retreat Center

May 29

Memorial Day

District Office closed

Aug. 26

UMW Mission Festival

Trinity UMC

June 3

DLT Meeting

Aiea Korean UMC

Sept 16

YMW: Diversity Talent
Show/Bake Sale

TBA

June 10

Tongan Working Comm.

Sept 22-24

Bishop’s Confirmation
Retreat

Camp Mokuleia

June 14-17

Cal-Pac Annual Conference

Sept 23

UMW District Annual
Celebration

Aiea Korean UMC

July 6-8

Oaks
UMW Mission U Korean Thousand
Retreat, California

Oct 15-19

Strength For The
Journey

Camp Mokuleia

July 7-9

UMW Mission U
English/Spanish/Tongan

Thousand Oaks
Retreat, California

Nov 4

UMW District Leadership Team Meeting/
Retreat

TBA

July 29

YMW: Car Wash Fundraiser

TBA

Nov 10-11

YMW: Next Generation
Limitless Event

TBA

Aug 12

YMW: Back to School
Bash

TBA

Redlands, California

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request to
lift up to our District churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday of
each month. Thank you!
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