
Ka Leo Mekokiko Apr-May 2017                                                                                        

 

   THE VOICE OF UNITED METHODIST  

Ka Leo Mekokiko  

  

Hawaii District        April - May 2017              VOLUME 33          NUMBER  4 

 

 

 

 

CANDIDATE SUMMIT in the HAWAII DISTRICT  

“Is God calling you into the Ordained Ministries of The United Methodist Church?” 

You are invited to the CANDIDATE  SUMMIT.  There is no registration fee. 

Wednesday May 17, 2017; 10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m.; Christ UMC, 1639 Keeaumoku St. 

 There will be worship with a focus on what it might mean for you to be called to be a pastor. 

 There will be a small group discussion of what exactly is a call to ministry. 

 There will be snacks and lunch (all provided -- just for you). 

 There will be information on how to apply to be a candidate in the UMC, on being a Local Pastor, and 

about ordination as a Deacon or Elder in the United Methodist Church. 

Please call or email Rev. Dr. Fran Wiebenga of the Hawaii District Committee on Ministry at  Cell:  (808)

927-5949 or email <Revdrfran.w@gmail.com> for more information and to register your attendance. 

THE HAWAII DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

Theme:  “From Here to There” 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 • 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Christ United Methodist Church, 1639 Keeaumoku Street, Honolulu 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP:   

           The members of the District Conference shall be: all clergy, diaconal ministers, and deaconesses living in the 

District; lay pastors appointed to local Churches; the District lay leaders and associate lay leaders; District lay members 

of Annual Conference; the Presidents of District UMM, UMW, Youth Council and Young Adult Council; members of 

the District Union Board; members of the District Leadership Team; and from each local Church: the lay leader(s), all 

local church officers who are chairpersons of boards, councils, committees, etc.; Presidents of UMM and UMW; church 

school superintendents, Lay Members of Annual Conference and one youth. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ANNUAL HAWAII UNITED METHODIST UNION [HUMU] MEETING 
          The  Annual HUMU Meeting will be held on the same day with the Hawaii District Conference.   

HUMU MEMBERSHIP:  

          The voting membership of the corporation shall consist of: all ministers duly appointed to a charge or an agency 
of the Hawaii District of the California-Pacific Conference of The UMC; one lay representative for each minister ap-
pointed from each charge elected by the Charge/Church Conference of such charge; one lay representative for each 
minister appointed to an agency of the Hawaii District; the District Superintendent and District Lay Leader of the Ha-
waii District. 

Registration Fee for either meeting:  $15.00 (Includes materials and lunch) 
Attention District Leaders:  Your  Annual Repor t is due Monday, April 10th to the Distr ict Office.  

Deadline to register for District Conference is:  Monday, April 17th.  Registration form will be emailed 
to all pastors and posted on the Hawaii District website: www.hawaiidistrictumc.org.  



Ka Leo Mekokiko Apr-May 2017                                                                                      2 

 

Ministry Musings from the District Superintendent 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION STATEMENT:  
Inspiring the World as Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ 

So All May Experience God’s Life-Giving Love 
 

      Easter will quickly be upon us!  We journey through Lent awaiting the promise of the empty tomb and a 

world made new by the power of the Resurrection. We live in the assurance that God is yearning even now to 

transform our hearts and lives with light, joy and love, forming us into disciples of the Risen Lord for the 

transformation of the world. 

 

      It was a joy to be a part of the Hawaii District family at the “How-To Workshop” where Bishop Grant 

Hagiya shared the Annual Conference Missional Priorities. He emphasized the excellency on leadership for 

clergy and laity, that every local congregation should have a Discipleship-Making system for nurture, the ne-

cessity of revitalization of the church and the Missional Outreach to our community and beyond our commu-

nity where we can share the love of God.  

 

       Later on the next day, it was great joy to get together with nine young clergies in the District with our 

Bishop where they shared their vision and hope for the future and discussed the upcoming “Bishop’s Confir-

mation Retreat.” It was a great opportunity for them to meet their spiritual leader, Bishop Grant, and to foster 

much needed fellowship amongst themselves. 

 

       What a joy to learn that several of our candidates who applied for the Ordained Ministries of Provisional 

Elder, had passed their interviews and were calling me one by one to let me know the results. I was so blessed 

by their faithfulness and trust in me. 

 

        This is an exciting time to be part of the life and ministry of our church. God continues to work in and 

through us to bring forth hope and new life. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the full strength and 

grace of our Resurrected Lord, lives and communities are being transformed, hope is renewed and yet again, 

we discover that the tomb never has the final word. 

       

        I invite all district pastors to join with your congregants as you walk together toward Easter morning. I 

will also walk with you as I am remembering all in my prayers to anticipate meeting the Resurrected Christ.   

 

Happy Easter to all! 

Rev. Se Hee Han 

BISHOP’S CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
 

There is an exciting opportunity for Hawaii youth to meet with Bishop Grant Hagiya and learn about the mean-

ing of confirmation.  Your church is invited to offer this exciting spiritual journey opportunity to your youth. 

Date:     September 22-24, 2017 (Friday thru Sunday) 

Place:   Camp Mokuleia,  68-729 Farrington Highway, Waialua, Hawaii   

Who:     Ages 11 thru 16 years old or someone looking for confirmation 

Cost:      $100  
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT LAY LEADER 
 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ of the Hawaii District~  

       It’s hard to accept that it’s already the end of March in the “new year” that seems to 

have just started a month ago.  I must confess that it’s a challenge to write a newsletter ar-

ticle every month.  Sometimes I feel as if I’m “preaching to the choir”; sometimes I feel 

distant from God.  But God is faithful and most worthy of our praise, and I try to seek his 

guidance in all things.  I’m reminded of Colossians 3:23 - “Whatever your task, put your-

selves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your masters…”  I keep that verse on a note-

card on my computer stand at work.  It helps me get through those days when nothing seems to be going 

right. 

During this season of Lent, we are reminded time and time again that this is a season of repentance.  

We are all so much in need of repentance and God’s forgiveness, aren’t we?   

I encourage you to review scriptures about repentance.  Here are just a few of the dozens in the New 

and Old Testaments. 

Luke 5: 31-32: “Jesus answered them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”   

Acts 3:19: “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, so that times of 

refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, 

that is, Jesus…” 

Luke 24:46-48: “…and he said to them, “the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, begin-

ning from Jerusalem.”   

Let’s all be honest with ourselves and with God.  No one is so righteous that we have no need to re-

pent.  We all need God’s forgiveness and mercy.  As we grow in Christ, we move further from our sinful 

nature.    We won’t reach sinless perfection in this life, but we are being sanctified (made holy) day by day.  

In our faith journey, we are becoming whole persons, joyful in our obedience to God, and showing compas-

sion to our neighbors.  Thanks be to God for Jesus Christ, who lived and died for all of us, so that if we be-

lieve in Him and in God’s resurrection power, we will have life eternal. 

2 Corinthians 5: 17-19  “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 

and has given us the ministry of reconciliation…”   

May this Lenten season be a time of renewal for you! 

                                                                                                            Aloha and Blessings, 

                                                                                                            Lynn Owan 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------- 

Calling All Leaders of “Young People”! 
      Are you currently working in youth ministry? 
Do you have a passion for young people? Are you 
seeking to be in ministry with passionate Chris-
tians?  If YES, please join us for our first  

Youth & Young Adult Leadership Meeting 
Date:    April 29 2017 
Time:    9:00 am – Noon 
Place:   Aiea UMC,  99-101 Laulima St. 

      The Hawaii District is looking to rejuvenate 
our Young People Ministry and we need your 
help! So please join us for a morning of planning, 
seeking new ways to do youth ministry in our com-
munities and having fun! 
      We are requesting that all churches send a 
Youth and Young Adult leaders or representative 
from your church to our meeting. 
       For more information please contact: 
Pastor John Finau – jfinau@live.com 
Russ Langas – rlangas808@yahoo.com 
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Lay Servant Ministries 

     Certified Lay Ministers in the Hawaii District 

 
The 2016 General Conference made some adjustments to the Certified Lay Minister (CLM) 

program.  The 2016 Book of Discipline states that a CLM is a certified lay servant who is called and equipped 
to conduct public worship, care for the congregation, assist in program leadership, develop new and existing 
faith communities, preach the Word, lead small groups or establish community outreach ministries as part of a 
ministry team with supervision and support of a clergyperson.  A CLM is assigned by a district superintendent. 
 
The business of the 2016 California Pacific Annual Conference listed three persons in the Hawaii District as 
CLMs - Francis Fukumoto of Trinity UMC, Ana Koli-Hungalu of First UMC Honolulu and Patrick Zukemura 
of Harris UMC. 
 
Francis is currently assigned to Benchmark, a juvenile sex offender treatment facility, in Pearl City.  He initial-
ly started with the Rev. Jim White in 2001 to provide a means for growth and spiritual formation to these juve-
niles from 13 to 18 years of age.  A time of worship and fellowship among the clients and staff members of 
Benchmark is offered every Sunday afternoon.  This was even before the CLM program had started.  The 
CLM program gave Francis a means of recognition and creditable credential by the United Methodist Church. 
 
Ana is currently enrolled at the Claremont School of Theology as a certified candidate for ministry.  She is at-
tending the United Methodist Church of Colton.  She assists Pastor Taike Lolohea (formerly of Trinity UMC 
in Hawaii) with Holy Communion and preaching.  She has also preached and assisted with Holy Communion 
at First UMC Tongan in Pomona.  She is also scheduled to preach at a fellowship in Anaheim on Mother’s 
Day. 
 
Patrick is currently working with his pastor the Rev. Dr. Cheol Kwak in developing a covenant of ministerial 
service in the area of mission evangelism which will be presented to his church shortly.  He hopes to start his 
service in July.  The Rev. Samuel Nam of Christ UMC- English Ministry is Patrick’s mentor.  Patrick has 
preached at Christ UMC English Ministry twice and is scheduled to preach there again on Father’s Day.  Pat-
rick participated in the church’s membership class, their Alpha program and the spiritual gifts workshop. 
 
If you are a Certified Lay Servant in the Hawaii District and is interested in becoming a Certified Lay Minis-
ter, please contact your local church pastor and the Hawaii District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Se Hee Han.  The 
CLM program for our Annual Conference is being revamped and should be ready in September according to 
Bishop Grant Hagiya. 
                                                  -- Patrick Zukemura, Member of District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------

Bits and Pieces… 

 Please pray for Rev. Manako Kemoeatu and his wife, Ahea Kemoeatu.  Both have been ill. 

 Please continue to pray for Pastor Tevita Maile who is at home and recuperating. 

 Deepest Sympathy to the family of the late Mr. Kazu Suenobu of the former Pahalo UMC - 
then later Naalehu UMC.  Mr. Suenobu was  an active member on the local, Big Island, and Hawaii 
District levels.  He is survived by his wife, Joyce, who suffers from dementia and a son,  Andrew. 

Seeking Audio Visual Technician:   Kailua UMC is seeking to fill its AV Technician position.   
Part-time - approx. 5 hours per week (at least 3 hours on Sunday mornings).  Job is to ensure that 
the Sunday worship audio/visual operations are performed with consistency and accuracy.  Also to 
post sermons onto the church website and YouTube.  Please reply to <Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net> 
with subject line - “AV Tech Position”.  If interested, attach a resume or call the church at PH: 261-
6238. 
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Camp Kokee is Closed 

     All who have been to Camp Kokee on Kauai, 

whether for a short visit or a camping trip, remember 

it as a beautiful, peaceful place.  Camp Kokee is 

owned by the state and has been held by the District 

for many years under a Revocable Right of Entry 

which is revocable with 25 days notice.  It has been 

operated and taken care of by West Kauai UMC. 

     During the summer of 2016 WKUMC determined 

that they were no longer able to maintain and run the 

camp and elected to return it to the District.  HUMU 

looked into various alternatives to keeping the camp 

open, but were not able to do so.  The agreement 

with the state does not allow either a permanent resi-

dent (a caretaker) to live at the property or for a third 

party operator run the camp for us.  Also, attempts to 

convert the agreement to a longer term lease had 

been unsuccessful. 

     Due to the restrictions and short term agreement 

we were left with no alternative but to return the 

property to the state.  In February the final group of 

campers spent time working at Kekaha and 

Kaumakani churches.  WKUMC is now doing final 

clearing and clean up of the property in preparation 

to releasing it back to the state effective March 31st. 

                         -- Bill Burton, HUMU President 

WALK TO EMMAUS 
Men's WALK Weekend  

Begins 6:00pm - Thursday, May 25, 2017 through 

     5:00pm - Sunday, May 28, 2017 

St. Anthony's Retreat Center in Kalihi 

      The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour experience 

being immersed in the Love of Christ. Attending is a 

way to deepen your "walk" with Christ, through wor-

ship, singing, fellowship and talks about Christian 

Grace and Discipleship. 

      Often, people ask, "How far do we have to 

walk?" I always answer, "As far as you want to 

walk." The WALK is not really physical walking -- 

there is some, between the meeting and dining rooms 

-- instead, it is our spiritual walk with Christ and the 

experience of His presence in our hearts and lives. 

     If you would like to know more about the Walk 

to Emmaus, and would like to attend the Men's Walk 

or the Women's Walk which will be August 17 - 20, 

or know someone who would, please call the Com-

munity Spiritual Director, Rev. Dr. Fran Wiebenga, 

at 808-927-5949. 

……………………………………………………… 

STRENGTH FOR THE JOURNEY  

 October 15 - 19, 2017  --  Camp Mokuleia 

   Strength for the Journey is a spiritual retreat and 

healing ministry for those with HIV/AIDS, spon-

sored by the United Methodist Church. Any person, 

of any faith or no faith, is welcome to attend. 

    Please contact Rev. Dr. Fran Wiebenga, Camp 

Dean, at PH: 808-27-5949, or by email 

at <Revdrfran.w@gmail.com> for information about 

cost and registration. Camperships are available, and 

it is best to apply early if one is needed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ON-LINE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

    The United Methodist Church offers all kinds of 

courses on-line for clergy to continue their education 

and for laity to become more effective in their church-

es.  Courses cost from $30-$100+ 

    For example there is an offering for clergy on Fund 

Raising, May 23-25.  For other offerings check it out 

at : <clergylifelonglearning@gbhem.org>; look for the 

link to UMC CyberCampus. 

    For laity go to:  <www.umctraining.org>.  One 

course is “Tools For Increasing your Church Vitality”. 

It looks like clergy and laity can enroll at either venue. 

GLOBAL MISSION FELLOWS 

[2-year mission, ages 20-30] 

     During 2 years of service, you will experience 

community living while engaging in justice work and 

becoming an ambassador for mission domestically 

and internationally.  Join the movement of young 

adults dedicated to mission and systematic change.  

U-2 positions include a salary, housing and health 

care.  Application for the Global Mission Fellows 

class 2017-2019 is now available! Deadline: 

US-2 track March 31, 2017.  Go to this site: 

http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Generation-

Transformation/Global-Mission-Fellows/Fellows 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2017 

Apr. 1 District  UMW Spiritual 
Retreat Waianae UMC 

 
May 2 DPAS  Meeting; 6:30 

pm District Office 

Apr. 6 HCOM meeting; 9:00 
am District Office; Room 4  May 6 District Conference 

Annual HUMU Meeting Christ UMC 

Apr. 10 DUE:  Annual Reports 
for Dist. Conf.    May 17 Candidacy Summit; 

10 am - 3 pm Christ UMC 

Apr. 11 Dist. Nominating 
Comm.; 6:30 pm District Office  May 18 10 am - HCOM Training 

1 pm - Mentor Training Christ UMC 

Apr. 14 Good Friday District Office closed  May 25-28 Men’s Walk To Emmaus St. Anthony Retreat 
Center 

Apr. 17 Deadline for District 
Conference Registration   May 29 Memorial Day District Office 

closed 

Apr.  29 
Youth & Young Adult 
Leadership Meeting; 
9:00 am 

Aiea UMC  June 14-17 Cal-Pac Annual Confer-
ence Redlands, California 

If you would like us to promote your event or extend congratulations, or if you have a prayer request to 
lift up to our District churches, please email to hawaiidistrict@calpacumc.org by the third Monday of 
each month.  Thank you! 


