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Exciting New Sunday School Ministry Launched 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 20th marked the kick off of an entirely new Sunday School experience for adults, 
children, and teens at Good Shepherd UMC.  This multi-generational experience called God’s Love in 
ACTion (Adults, Children, Teens) focuses on Christian service through hands-on projects.  
 

God’s Love in ACTion is a truly innovative way of learning about and participating in the sharing of God’s 
love with our church and community.  Created by Jan Poush and her education team, each Sunday 
morning from 9:15 AM-10:15 AM is different, joy filled, and full of meaning! 
 

Here are some of the fun and important projects that will be completed on Sunday mornings: 
  October 4 -   Making animal “treat bags” for dogs, cats, and owners for our Blessing of the Animals 
  October 11 - Creating cards for the homebound 
  October 18 - Create a choral reading based on “The Call” book series to be presented during worship. 
  October 25 – A “Family Event Day.”  Set-up for lunch; attend worship; lunch; car pool to Corn Maze 
  November 1 - Rest Day with games 
  November 8 - Rake-A-Thon 
 

Also, God’s Love in ACTion will be making “Blessing Treat Bags” on Sunday, November 22.  These treats 
will be delivered during our Joy Ride on Thanksgiving 
Day. Here are two great ways you can participate!  
Donate one or more of the ingredients to create the 
"Blessing Treat Bags" (Bugles, Pretzel Twists, Candy 
Corn, Sunflower Seeds, Craisins, M & M’s, Hershey 
Kisses) and/or join us in Fellowship Hall on Nov. 22 to 
lovingly participate. 
This announcement may seem a bit early, however, 
October is often a more economical time to purchase 
candy.  You might even get a fantastic bargain by 
shopping on Oct 31 or Nov 1 when stores are closing 
out their Halloween candy shelves!   
 

No nuts, please, in any of the candies.  
 

One other way you can be part of this new initiative is 
to volunteer to be an Adult Helpers.  Helpers are 
needed one Sunday at a time! Sign up in the opportunity center! 
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Church Office Hours 

By Appointment 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:15 am: God’s Love in ACTion 

10:30 am: Worship Service 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation in 
Fellowship Hall following 

worship. 
 

United Methodist Men 
Dinner meeting the first Monday 
each month at 6 pm - Leon’s on 

Michigan Ave. 
 

 

 

 

Keep It Simple 
 

Karl Barth was one of our most famous modern theologians.  Once a 
group of ministers and theologians sat down with him in a “Q and A” 
period. Someone asked, “What is the most profound thought that you 
know, Dr. Barth?”  This brilliant theologian said, “Jesus loves me, this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so.”  We often take something that is very 
simple and do our best to make it very complicated. 
 

Perhaps there is no portion of Scripture that is more familiar or more 
widely read than Paul’s writing to the Corinthians where he describes 
the importance and nature of love. The 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians 
says that love is the most essential and eternal of all God’s gifts.  
 

John Wesley said, “We love him, because he first loved us. This is the 
sum of all religion, the genuine model of Christianity. None can say 
more: why should any one say less, or less intelligibly?”  
 

Alice had been through it many times before at the orphanage. She 
couldn’t remember how often her hopes had been raised only to have 
them dashed to the floor.  She felt very self-conscious in front of this 
couple. The woman’s hair was soft and Alice’s was a tangled mass of 
knots. The young woman’s face was clean while Alice’s was dirty and 
tear-stained.  Alice tried to hide her misshapen foot behind the good 
one. Not a word was spoken, as the woman and Alice looked deep into 
one another’s eyes for the longest time. 
 

Finally, the young woman’s husband turned to the superintendent 
behind the mahogany desk and said, “Yes, she’s the one. We would like 
to have her.” Alice was stunned. “Y-y-y-ou m-m-mean y-y-you want me 
t-t-to b-b-be your s-s-serving g-g-girl?” she stuttered. “No, Alice”, the 
pretty lady said. “We want you to be our daughter.” Alice couldn’t believe 
what she heard.  
 

“You really want me to be your daughter . . . to live with you in your 
house?” Alice was not even aware she hadn’t stuttered. “Yes,” the man 
said. “My wife and I have so much love to give, and we want to give that 
love to you. We want you to be happy.”  
 

“But why me?” Alice asked.  The pretty lady stood up and smiled at 
Alice. Slowly she reached down and lifted her floor-length skirt and 
revealed her own malformed foot. Softly, lovingly and understandingly, 
she said to Alice. “We want you to be our child. Please, Alice, let us love 
you.” 
 

That’s what God asks through Jesus. “I want you to be my child.  Please 
let me love you.”  When we say, “Yes,” God only asks that we live out 
that love by loving God back and loving others as we love ourselves; 
nothing more, but nothing less, either.  You see how simple it is? 
 

Pastor Doug 



School Supplies Benefit DuVall Students 

 

Well done, Good Shepherd!  Your generosity made the 
beginning of the school year much easier for many 
children at DuVall Elementary whose families can’t 
afford the expense.  During July and August, we 
watched the box fill with donations.  On August 30th, 
the school supplies that were collected were blessed 
to represent a blessing upon all of the children that 
would be using them.  Robert Attee, principal at DuVall, 
expressed his great appreciation on behalf of the 
students to whom the supplies will be given.  We look 
forward to partnering with DuVall on future 
opportunities to serve our community. 
 

Join Us at Charge Conference 
October 14, 7 PM 

 

We are honored to welcome Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, 
our new Detroit Renaissance District Superintendent to 
our annual Charge Conference on Wed, October 14 at 
7 PM in the Sanctuary! 
 

  The theme for Charge Conferences across the district 
is considering the growth that often happens when we 
make disciples.  Join the conversation about the call 
that God has for our lives and our church. 
 

Flowers on the Altar 
Do you have a special date 
coming up that you would like 
recognized?  Honor that 
special date with flowers on 
the altar.  They don’t need to 
be a large or expensive 
bouquet, just bring in 
something with meaning to 

you or the loved one being remembered.  You may 
take the flowers home following the service. Note the 
date you would like to offer flowers, the event they 
commemorate, and your name on your communication 
card or contact the church office. 

 

 
Blessing of the Animals 
All animals and their human companions are 
invited to a “Blessing of the Animals” here at 
Good Shepherd UMC on Sunday, October 4 
at 2:00 PM.  Pastor Doug will conduct the 
blessings.  
 

The celebration of animals is part of 
acknowledging the creative love that God has 
bestowed on the world. Blessing our animal 
companions honors how God touches 
humans through the creatures of God’s 
creation.  
 

The first formal animal blessings were held in 
Rome in the early 20th century.  Since that 
time churches of many denominations have 
lifted up the special relationship humans have 
with their animals and recognize them as 
God’s gift through a special blessing. 
 

Dogs should be on leashes, and cats and 
other animals in appropriate cages. 

The Arks Were Full! 
 

During July, we celebrated the work of Heifer 
International throughout the globe.  The 
weekly readings provided more detail about 
their ministries of providing animals, crops and 
training to help end poverty and hunger.  
 

At the end of the month our arks were returned 
and we can now rejoice that through your 
generosity many, many families will now have 
a sustainable income and food source. 
 



Happy Anniversary UMCOR! 
 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is celebrating 75 years of ministering to the most 
vulnerable persons 
affected by crisis or 
chronic need.  UMCOR’s 
work reaches people in 
more than 80 countries, 
including the United 
States.  They provide 
humanitarian relief when 
war, conflict, or natural 
disaster disrupt life to 
such an extent that 
communities are unable 
to recover on their own.  Survivors are provided with 
not only temporary relief but long-term education, 
training, and support. 
 

One of the things that makes UMCOR unique is that 
100 percent of designated donations are spent on the 
specified projects.  Administrative costs for UMCOR 
are funded through the annual One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The first Sunday of October is a time when 
Christians in every culture across the world 
break bread and pour the cup to remember 
and affirm Christ as the Head of the Church. 
On this day, we remember and celebrate that 
we are part of the whole body of believers.  
 

World Communion Sunday is also one of the 
six special offering Sundays when the United 
Methodist Church commits to making a 
difference in lives.  This Sunday is dedicated 
to fund scholarships for national and 
international graduate students whom God 
has gifted to learn and to serve. 
 

Around the globe, countless gifted and 
qualified people face financial obstacles that 
hinder them from preparing for the vocation 
God has given them, especially youth and 
young adults. For ethnic students who will be 
the first generation in their families to attend 
college, or for those people of color who 
haven’t historically had access to resources 
that make higher education possible, the road 
toward education has often been unwieldy.   
 

As we celebrate Communion on October 4th 
take time to reflect on this sacramental 
practice being followed throughout the globe 
with all who believe. 
 
 

 

We Want to Hear from You! 
Help us keep in touch and respond 
to your needs.  Have you moved or 
changed a phone number?  Please 
contact the Church Office.  If there 
is a hospitalization or pastoral care 
need, please contact the Church 
Office or call the emergency phone 
number:  (734) 693-1059. 

UMCOR’s Beginnings 

The powerful Wesleyan tradition of concern for 

the vulnerable was at work in 1940, at the onset 

of World War II, when U.S. Methodists started 

what we know today as UMCOR.  The world was 

reeling from memories of the horrendous effects 

of World War I on civilian populations.  UMCOR 

was conceived as a loving response to a world of 

violence. 

 

John Wesley admonished Methodists to do as 

much good and as little harm as possible in the 

world.  Those are guiding precepts in UMCOR’s 

response to disaster as we express our faith, 

confirm our discipleship and witness to our love 

for our neighbors. 



First Spaghetti Dinner Is Oct 2nd  
 

Our wonderful and popular 
Spaghetti Dinners begin on 
Friday, October 2nd.   Veggie 
preparation will be done on 
Thursday, October 1st at 9 a.m. 
in the church kitchen.  
Fellowship Hall preparation is 
Friday at 10 a.m. 
 

  Please give consideration to 
helping on this important community outreach 
program for our church.  Help is needed in many 
areas and many time periods. You are needed!  
Take a few minutes to look at the sign-up sheet 
at the Opportunity Center in Fellowship Hall and 
find a spot that fits your schedule.   
 

None of the opportunities to help are difficult.  
Adjustments have been made to try and make 
the tasks as easy as possible. One of the key 
areas always in need of help is kitchen clean up.  
As the dinner winds down this becomes the 
focus.  
 

We understand that many can’t arrive early to 
begin the dinner or for the prep prior to it.  
However, it would be very beneficial and 
appreciated if those who cannot arrive until later 
would step up and take over the important post 
dinner tasks from the folks who have been there 
from the beginning of the dinner. 
 
 

Spiritual Gifts Workshop 
 

During September and 
October, we are 
exploring our call from 
God as we learn more 
about the Apostle Paul 
during worship and 
group study.  In 

November, we will continue to consider the 
unique calling that God has placed upon our 
lives with a Spiritual Gifts Workshop. 
 

Spiritual gifts are different from talents and 
skills.  They are the grace of God at work within 
us, empowering us to match our deep passions 
with the world’s needs.  Gifts are bestowed to 
build and strengthen community and meet the 
needs of those around us. 
 

The Spiritual Gifts Workshop includes two 90-
minute group sessions and a two-hour individual 
exercise in between the sessions.  Completion 
of this workshop will continue the exploration of 
your calling to serve God, our neighbors and our 
world.  You have been gifted!  Watch for more 
details about schedules coming soon. 
 

Nursery Attendants Needed 
 

We are looking for volunteers for our nursery 
beginning Oct 4.  We need two people each 
Sunday.  We'd like to have enough volunteers 
so each person is only responsible one Sunday 
per month.  We will do a 
rotation format to make 
it easier to 
remember. Please 
contact Kathy Lewis or 
the church office if you 
are able to help in this 
very important and 
rewarding ministry. 
 

 
 

Once again, I have been blessed by Pastor Doug, 
Sharon, and our church family.  Your prayers, visits, 
phone calls, and many cards have shown your love 
and concern during my hospitalization and 
recovery.  My love, gratitude, and God’s special 
blessings to each of you.   

Delores Lebeck 
 

I want to thank each and every one of you, for your 
well wishes, prayers and beautiful and uplifting cards 
and notes.  I deeply appreciate these many acts of 
kindness.  My operation was a remarkable success 
without any further medical restrictions placed on 
me.  God made sure that I will be able to start 
volunteering for both LOGOS and the Spaghetti 
Dinner Season right on time! 
 

Special thanks also to Kathy Lewis and the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry Group. The prayer shawl is beautiful!  
It has kept me warm during some of our cool 

September evenings.  Whenever I wear it, I feel 
God’s love around me and your wonderful friendship 
and support.    
 

Everyone at Good Shepherd Church is very special 
to me.  God Bless you all! 

Mercedes Ruiz 



Redford Brightmoor Initiative 
Benefits from our Time and 
Donations! 
 

When Good Shepherd committed to be a 
Covenant Partner with the Redford Brightmoor 
Initiative, we pledged to support them with our 
prayers, our presence and service, our gifts, and 
our witness.  In September, we were present to 
serve and we shared our abundance of shoes 
and clothing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifth Sunday 
Clothing Drive 
Our tradition of collecting shoes and clothing on 
every fifth Sunday continued on August 30.  The 
generous collection benefited the Free Store 
that operates weekly through the Redford 
Brightmoor Initiative.  One exciting result of our 
partnership and ongoing donations is that the 
Free Store has been able to lift their limits on 
how many items a Free Store guest can take.  
Karen Plants, Executive Director, shares that 
the generous donations and her faith in God’s 
provisions as allowed her to invite people to fill 
their individual needs.   
 

 
A tired team celebrates a successful lunch with Executive 
Director, Karen Plants!   
 

Lunch Served at Brightmoor 
Every week, the Redford Brightmoor Initiative 
not only opens up their Free Store but provides 
a wonderful community gathering spot with an 
opening worship, popcorn, and music.  Rev. Jeff 
Nelson moves about delivering free hugs.  
 

The day is always capped off with a 
complimentary lunch.  On September 12, a 
team from Good Shepherd loaded up pots, food 
and enthusiasm to share a spaghetti lunch with 
the families visiting the Brightmoor Free Store.  
Around 90 people delighted in our “famous” 
spaghetti sauce.  It was a real inspiration to see 
the dedicated volunteers that give of their time 
each Saturday to bring a slice of heaven to the 
Brightmoor community and we were proud to be 
a part! 
 

What a blessing to be involved in this important 
ministry in the Brightmoor neighborhood! 
 

Visit the New Michigan Area Website 
 

The Detroit and West Michigan Conferences are 
beginning their commitment to forming a new 
conference with a single communication team 
serving the entire 
state of 
Michigan.  They 
recently 
introduced a new 
website containing news, events and many 
resources for the entire state.  At that website, 
you can also subscribe to the weekly MI 
Connect newsletter to keep up with the latest 
news.  Check it out at michiganumc.org.  
 

A huge donation of shoes and clothing.... 

...becomes a nice shopping experience. 



A Labor of Love 
 

While all Joy Rides are a 
labor of love, the Labor 
Day ride saw 12 twelve 
cookie trays delivered to 9 
locations for those 
working.  The recipients 
included first responders 
(Dearborn and Dearborn 
Heights' fire stations), 
Beaumont-Oakwood ER, 

Urgent Care, neighborhood retailers, the Lamp 
family, and the security gatehouse at the Detroit 
Lions' headquarters.  You have responded 
enthusiastically to our call for baked goods from 
home.  We ask for homemade goods because 
homemade anything during the busy times in 
which we live is part of the gift of this ministry, 
along with the packing and delivering of the 
cookies.  Delivery volunteers are especially in 
short supply.  The destination sites are supplied, 
the reactions are rewarding, and the little time it 
takes will surprise you.   Please support this 
ministry in prayer if you are unable to serve with 
hands-on help.    

 

Corn Maze Fun in October 
 

Sunday, October 25, rain or shine. 

All invited for fun!  Bring your friends! 

We'll provide lunch in the fellowship hall 
immediately after worship and then leave for 
DeBuck's Corn Maze and Pumpkin Patch in 
Belleville (debuckscornmaze.com) at 12:30 
p.m.  We will return to the church at about 
4:00 p.m. 
 
Here’s the scoop… 

 $10 admission 

 Dress for the weather especially shoes!   

 
For questions, or if you are able to offer 
transportation or assistance with lunch, see 
Jan Poush or Kathy Lewis.   Please sign up 
at the opportunity center. 
 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
 

Oct 1 Brandon Williams 
Oct 6 Marti Boynton Tamaroglio 
Oct 15   Kellie Beach 
Oct 19  Shirley Lantz 
  Donna Sytniak 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Oct 20 Margaret Malone 
 Sarah Perry 
Oct 22 David Johnson 
Oct 23  Ellen Peck 
Oct 24  Linda Gottron 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  
Oct 5, 1974  Jim & Jan Woods 
Oct 3, 1998  Mark & Jennifer Malone

Thank You! 
 

We are grateful to our United 
Methodist Men and those 

individuals at Good Shepherd 
who underwrote the spaghetti 

dinner for Lexys Lamp. 
Because of your generosity, all 
fundraiser costs were covered. 
Thank you and many blessings! 



 
LOOKING FORWARD IN WORSHIP 
   
  Oct 4 Called to Suffer                       Acts 16:6-19  
  Oct 11 Called to Love         1 Corinthians 13:1, 4-7, 13  
  Oct 18  Called to Give                      Acts 18:23; 19:1-7   
  Oct 25 Called to Be Faithful   Acts 20:22-24; 21:12-13  

 
 

Oct 4  Annie Smith & Al Costantino 
Oct 11  Carla Schneider & Paula Turbett 
Oct 18  Donna Eberhart & Dean Lewis 
Oct 25  Samm Myers & David Scannell 

 
Oct 4 Lilly Lawson 
Oct 11 Josh Costantino 
Oct 18 Aubree Belzyt 
Oct 25 Sabrina Perry 
 

 
Oct 4 Sandie Post 
Oct 11 Gary Atkins 
Oct 18 Nancy Murdoch 
Oct 25 Dean Lewis 
 

 
 
 

1st  Joe & Margee O’Brien & Jim Woods 
2nd  Dave Johnson & Scott Williams 

3rd  Jim Woods & Randy Jensen 
4th  Jim Woods & Sandra Lowe 

       (Sub: Randy Jensen) 

 
 
 

1st  Fred Michaelson & Pam Post 
2nd  Sharon Mangan & Sally Rausch 
3rd  Georgia Grovesteen & Paula Turbett 
4th  Donna Eberhart & Anita Polzin 
 

 

 
Oct 4 Served during worship 
Oct 11  Dean & Kathy Lewis 
Oct 18 Sandie Post & Jerrie Lynn Robinson 
Oct 25 Jim & Jan Woods 
 

 
Nursery  
1st Carolyn Costantino 
2nd Liz Cairo  
3rd Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson  
4th Paula Turbett  

 
Openers  
1st Sunday                              Thomas Garrant 
2nd Sunday Alan Costantino 
3rd Sunday Bruce Coburn 
4th Sunday              Scott Williams 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer List 
Lisa Andrews, Diane Atkins,  

Chadwell family, Devine family,  
Ben Fewell, Dorothy Grovesteen, Hood family, 

Helen Hosker, Robert & Kathy James,  
Lexys Lamp & family, Shirley Lantz, 

Delores Lebeck, Doug & Lynn Lebeck,  
Aron & Danielle Lewis & family, 

Jack & Marilyn MacTavish, Kendra Malotka,  
Drew & Elizabeth McDonald,  

Mesick family, Gayle Mihalik & family,  
Samantha Myers & family, Pigeon family, 
Amber Przygocki & family, Sally Rausch, 
Mercedes Ruiz family, Tim Shaw family,  
George & Karen Stoops, Annette Wajda 

 
Our Military & Their Families 

Spc. John Glasco & family 
Zachary Danke, US Army 

 

 Our Home Bound 
Anne Creek (7/12) 

 
 

Shirley DeRosia (1/29) 
 
 

Helen Hickey (9/6) 
 
 

Mary Catherine Luoma (1/26) 
 
 

Francis (Skip) Peck (4/12) 
 
 

Robert Signoretti (8/1) 
 
 

ARTICLES FOR THE 
NOVEMBER FOLD NEWSLETTER ARE 

DUE IN THE OFFICE BY OCTOBER 22ND 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
New night, new format! Wednesdays in October 4:30-6:30 PM. 

Games, laughter, Bible study, dinner, friends.   
Bring your youth and your neighbor’s too! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

September 27 
 

God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am 
Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Coffee & Conversation 

11:45 pm 

28 
 

29 
Run for God 6:30 am 
LOGOS Volunteers 

7:15-8:00 pm 
Mindful Meditation 

6:15 pm 

30 
The Call Group 
Study 5:30 pm 

 
Choir 7 pm 

October 1 

Run for God 6:30 am 

Tai Chi 10:00 am 

2 
Spaghetti Dinner  

5-7 pm 

3 
Run for God 7 am 

Hands4Detroit 9 am 
Itty Bitties 10 am 

4  
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am 

Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Coffee & Conversation 

11:45 am 
Blessing of the Animals 

2:00 pm 

5 
United Methodist 

Men’s Dinner  
at Leon’s  

6 pm  
 

6 
Run for God 6:30 am 

  
Mindful Meditation 

6:15 pm 

7 
 

LOGOS 4:30 pm 
 

Choir 7 pm 
 

8 
Run for God 6:30 am 

Tai Chi 10:00 am  
 

The Call Group 
Study 5:30 pm 

9 
  

10  
Run for God 7 am  

 
Itty Bitties 10 am 

11  

God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am 
Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Coffee & Conversation 

11:45 am 
Hand Bell Choir 12 pm 

12 

 
 

13    
Run for God 6:30 am 
Congregational Care 

Team 6:00 pm 
Mindful Meditation 

6:15 pm 

14 
 
LOGOS 4:30 pm 

 
Choir 7 pm 

15 
Run for God 6:30 am 

Tai Chi 10:00 am  
 

The Call Group 
Study 5:30 pm 

16 
 
 

17    
Run for God 7 am 

Food Pantry 
9-11 am 

Itty Bitties 10 am 

18     

God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am 
Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Coffee & Conversation 

11:45 am 

19 
Spark!  

6:30 pm 

20  
Run for God 6:30 am 

 
Mindful Meditation 

6:15 pm 

21 
 

LOGOS 4:30 pm  
 

Choir 7 pm 

22  

Run for God 6:30 am 

Tai Chi 10:00 am  
 

The Call Group 
Study 5:30 pm 

23 
 

24 
Run for God 7 am 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
9 am 

Itty Bitties 10 am 
 

25 
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am 

Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Coffee & Conversation 

11:45 am 
Hand Bell Choir 12 pm 

26 27 
Run for God 6:30 am 

28 
 

LOGOS 4:30 pm 

 
Choir 7 pm 

29 

Run for God 6:30 am 

Tai Chi 10:00 am  
 

The Call Group 
Study 5:30 pm 

30 

 
31 

Run for God 7 am 
 

Itty Bitties 10 am 

 

Worship for Oakwood Common residents is 

on Sundays at 1 PM and for Hubbard West 

residents on 2nd Sundays at 4:30 PM. 


