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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 

December 18, 2022 10:30 am Order of Worship 
Prelude: Carol of the Bells, Ukrainian Carol, M. Leontovich, arr. M. Hayes 

Dr. Larisa Soboleva, Music Director 
Greeting 
Call to Worship/Advent Candle Lighting             Worship Leader 

Leader: Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of the 
LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (Isaiah 7:11 NRSV) But 
when the king refused, God would not be stopped. “Therefore, the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall 
name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14 NRSV) 
People: God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves. God wants 
us to experience God’s presence, even when we think we can handle life on our 
own. God sends us signs of God’s presence with us; all we need to do is keep 
our eyes open and look. 
Leader: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel," which means, ‘God is with us.’" When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus 
(Matthew 1:23-25 NRSV) 
People: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of proclaimed peace, 
of deep everlasting joy, and today of presence that speaks of love, as a sign that 
no matter our circumstance, we know we are not alone. 

Hymn: Love Came Down at Christmas #242        congregation may sing* 
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Opening Prayer                 Worship Leader 
God of Glory, we rejoice in the good news of your promises. Come into our 
parched world and shower us with your gushing, abundant water of life. Enter 
into our brokenness, and renew us with joy in your love. Be born anew in our 
hearts and in our world. Come, Jesus; come. We are ready! Amen. 

Scripture: Isaiah 7;10-16; Matthew1:18-25; Galatians 4:1-7          Worship Leader 
Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 
Anthem: The Lord Is My Shepherd          Geri Green, Soloist 
Sermon: Love Comes From the Heart of Christmas (Series: The Heart of Christmas) 

Rev. Stephen K. Perrine 
Offertory: Mary Did You Know Geri Green - Soloist 
Doxology hymnal #95            congregation may sing* 
Prayers of the People 
Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn: Angels We Have Heard On High #238        congregation may sing* 
Announcements 
Benediction/Blessing 
Postlude: Go Tell It On the Mountain, Traditional Spiritual, arr. M. Hayes 
*stand if able 

Announcements 
As we discern God’s vision for Good Shepherd, we ask members to pray daily. You 
can use this prayer or your own: O God, we give thanks for all of your blessings. We 
pray for Good Shepherd United Methodist Church. Increase our passion to 
connect people to your love in Jesus. Give us your vision; help us to be attentive to 
your voice and fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit so that we may accomplish 
what you call us to do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
Friday, December 23, 2022 6-7 pm Christmas Caroling indoors at Hubbard Manor 
and outdoors as we stroll around both Hubbard Manor and Sisson apartment buildings. 
Harbor Oaks Hospital Clothing Collection see Christmas tree in lobby for needed 
clothing or Samm Scannell. 
Advent Bible Study though December on Thursdays at 4:00 pm with Rev. Steve 
Perrine in person and on Zoom. Request the link if you are joining online. Believe 
Bible Study resumes in January. 
Food Pantry needs canned fruit, peanut butter and toilet paper. 


