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Rev. Gary Step has been assigned to Good Shepherd to facilitate an intentional
exploration for “shared or cooperative” ministries with other United Methodist
churches as recommended by the Paragraph 213 assessment undertaken in 2017.
The following is an introduction to Rev. Step.

Profile in Leadership
from MIConnect, Michigan UMC News & Information
August 21, 2018

Meet Rev. Gary Step, who
began ministry as an
Associate Director of
Congregational Vibrancy
of The Michigan
Conference on July 1,
2018. He thanks God for
his calling every day.

July 1, 2018 marked the day when The Michigan Conference took on new life. Nine
new districts started to function and new staff members began their ministry.
A new collaborative staffing model is now in place. MIconnect has shared profiles of
the Directors at the table. Now we continue with a series that introduces their
Associate Director colleagues. This week we feature the Rev. Gary Step.
Gary’s previous appointments were Indian River United Methodist Church
2000-2012; West Michigan Director of New Church Development and
Congregational Transformation 2012-2016; and Michigan Area Director of
Congregational Excellence and New Church Development 2016-2018.

He now takes up the role of Associate Director for Congregational Vibrancy as a
partner in the Office of Congregational Vibrancy. Gary can be reached at gstep@michiganumc.org ; 517-347-4030 ext.
4093.
Meet the Rev. Gary Step, in his own words …

Please share a little personal background.
I grew up in the greater Detroit area in Redford Township. My relatives were all Roman Catholic. I was raised and
formed in my faith by going to Mass every week with my family. My parents were part of that faithful generation who
believed. I remember my father saying that the world did not make sense to him without his faith. Powerful. Roman
Catholics often are sheltered from other faiths. I did not even know what a Protestant was when I was younger. I got a
better understanding when I married a United Methodist. My mother-in-law was also a strong influence for me in my
faith formation. She was a saint in the Hancock United Methodist Church. She wrote hymns, sang in the choir and was
a lay preacher. She modeled humility combined with a strong faith in Christ.

Where have you served and what lessons have you learned along the way about leadership?
My father was a funeral director and the family all worked in some capacity in the business. This foundation gave me a
strong work ethic. After I graduated from college, I was in management positions working for Toys R Us and a
beverage distributorship. That gave me a strong background in managing people. In 1990 I opened a retail business
selling exercise equipment and bicycles in Petoskey, Michigan. That venture taught me how to wear many hats in my
work.
Then in 1996 I received my call to ministry. I sold my business, my home and moved my wife and three children to
Kentucky to attend seminary. I think of that now and how crazy that must have seemed to so many people. I was asked
many times why I wanted to go to seminary. There was only one word to describe it. Calling! I thank God for that
calling every day. Ministry has been a great blessing to me and my family.

Greetings, GSUMC Family!

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

Good Shepherd
United Methodist
Church
1570 Mason Dearborn,
MI 48124
313-278-4350
gshepherdumc@att.net
www.dearborngsumc.org

Pastor
Pastor Bob Sielaff
Cell # 248-982-4670
sielaffrobert@gmail.com

Church Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Friday
11:00 am -3:00pm
Other days you will find
Pastor Bob out in the
community; please call his
cell phone.

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am:

Adult Sunday
Study

10:30 am: Worship
Service
10:45 am Kids Rock!
Coffee & Conversation in
Fellowship Hall following
worship.

October 7 is World Communion Sunday. Our focus will be reaching out to the
world through our presence right here in Dearborn and the surrounding
communities. The opportunity we have to communicate our faith can transform
the world right where we live.

FIRST ANNUAL DISTRICT
CONFERENCE/GREATER DETROIT
DISTRICT:
Reflections and Sermons in October
The First Annual District Conference/ Greater
Detroit District was held at Hope United Methodist Church in Southfield,
Michigan on Saturday, September 15, 2018. The theme was “Love Greater,
Serve Greater, Be Greater” based on John 15:12-13. Bishop David Bard led the
worship service with an inspiring sermon based on these themes. Excellent
workshops were available for attendees and over 800 people gathered for the
event.
Our sermons on October 14, 21 and 28 will focus on the themes of the
conference. What does it mean to love, serve and be greater? How can our
Christian walk be elevated and inspired by these themes?
To SERVE greater focuses on community ministries. We provide hospitality to
the stranger. So we feed those in need through our food pantry on a monthly
basis. Our neighbors know that they can count on us to provide food and
friendship. We demonstrate our service to others through this ministry.
To LOVE greater inspires our decisions and actions. The Latin phrase "Ubi
caritas" is a beautiful phrase which means "Where charity and love exist God is
there".
John 15:13 tells us "Greater love has no one than this : that one lays down one's
life for a friend". Lay down our life? This sacrificial act of love is inspired by
Christ who did this for us. That model is our inspiration.
To BE greater leads us to consider our entire being as a gift to God. Our
character, our essence, our soul all create who we are. Does our core reflect
God's presence in our lives? Can we BE something greater as a group than we
are as individuals in serving God?
Join us on Sundays to reflect and be challenged.

….Continued from page 1

Describe the role of the Associate Director of
Congregational Vibrancy as you understand it.
I would say my major responsibility is to promote and
create a culture of church growth, health and vitality. I
provide leadership, coaching and coordination for the
revitalization efforts in the local churches in Michigan.
My job has many different aspects. The role suits me
well. I enjoy the variety of things that I do. When I first
started in this position, my focus was to launch VCI
(Vital Church Initiative) and oversee new church starts.
Now, as I start my seventh-year, church revitalization
has taken on a much broader scope.

What are some hopes or goals that you have for
the year ahead?
Currently, I am working on expanding our revitalization
offerings to help congregations with target areas needed
to bring about health and vitality. Instead of providing a
rather narrow path for renewal, the Office of
Congregational Vibrancy will offer more opportunities
that will allow churches to learn at their own pace. I am
excited about the future launch of Roads to Vibrancy;
this renewal effort combines the key strategies learned
through the VCI process and expands them in what we
call Learning Labs. The goal is to raise up a new
generation of disciples to transform the world for Christ.
We all know that the world needs the local church now
more than ever.
It is exciting to see how the church, as we know it, is
changing. We are in the middle of a huge paradigm shift.
Here’s how we describe it: “an important change that
happens when the usual way of thinking about or
doing something is replaced by a new and different
way.” I believe this definition hits home as the local
church struggles to live into “new and different ways” of
understanding and doing church.

What excites you the most about your participation
in the life of the new Michigan Conference?
For me the most exciting prospect is the opportunity to
live into the new vision for the conference: The
Michigan Conference equips and connects through
Christ-centered: Mission & Ministry; Bold & Effective
Leaders; and Vibrant Congregations.
Over these past six years I have learned that a common
vision, properly aligned, is critical for vitality. If we
want to transform the world around us, it is essential we

move forward together in a common vision. I believe as
a new conference we have taken the first steps to do just
that. Now we need to live into the new vision. Secondly,
I am excited that we are now staffed to help the local
church. The Michigan Conference is investing for the
future and the future is in revitalizing the local church
and new church plants. It is also great to see these
revitalized congregations launching new creative and
dynamic ministries. I have been working in both
conferences for over two years, and it has been a
blessing to meet and get to know such a dedicated and
diverse group of United Methodists!

Where do you see God at work in Michigan and
the worldwide connection right now?
I see God moving beyond the walls of many local
churches. The local church is truly becoming the hands
and feet of Jesus to a hurting and broken world. So many
Michigan congregations are involved in projects in their
local communities and throughout the world. Churches
are moving beyond the walls of the church and into their
communities. Many are adopting schools and caring the
administrators, teachers and the students in new and
creative loving ways. I see our local churches opening
their doors and their empty spaces to be utilized by
groups who are searching for a safe place to meet … for
those who are struggling with addictions, scouts, dance
classes, yoga. It seems like the list of ways to share safe,
sacred space goes on and on. I also see God at work with
a refocus on discipleship, not just through Bible studies
but through a more holistic Wesleyan approach to living
our faith in love and service. Despite our differences,
God is still at work in our connection.

What is it that nurtures, sustains and guides you
in your work?
The number one thing that sustains me is seeing lives
transformed into the image of Christ. This gets me up in
the morning. When the local church turns outward, I am
sustained. When pastors lead through difficult change, I
am sustained. When we as the local church live in grace
and peace, I am sustained. When the local church finds
its voice, the effects are like shock waves that run
through our local communities. When the local church
finds its vision, it is an unstoppable force for Jesus
Christ and the transformation of the world! That’s what I
know to be true and I rejoice. It keeps me going and
guides my work on a daily basis.

Parsonage News
The church leadership is pleased to inform you that
while Pastor Sielaff is not living in the parsonage on
Nona street, it is being used by another United
Methodist pastor. Thanks to the proactive assistance of
District Superintendent Charles Boayue, we reached out
to Detroit Trinity Faith who was looking for an
appropriate residence for their new pastor, Mark Gray,
who is single.
Representatives of both churches met to work out an
arrangement that would be satisfactory to both
congregations. Highlights of the agreement, which is
effective July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019, include:
• Good Shepherd being compensated by Trinity
Faith $10,000 for the year.
• Good Shepherd being responsible for energy and
water utility costs, and maintenance of the
parsonage involving repairs and building issues.
• Trinity Faith being responsible for internet,
television and phone service installation and
costs, lawn care and snow removal, general
upkeep and appearance of the property, and
insurance for personal belongings.
The agreement also acknowledges our joint
commitment to work with one another and the district
superintendent to reach an acceptable accommodation,
if either Good Shepherd or Trinity Faith experiences a
change in appointment that impacts occupancy of the
parsonage.
If the pastoral appointment for both
churches remains unchanged for the year commencing
July 1, 2019 and Trinity Faith desires to continue using
our parsonage, Good Shepherd will reevaluate the
financial terms for the ensuing year.
We recognize that we’re not being compensated for the
parsonage at fair market value, but by housing a United
Methodist minister we avoid tax liability and landlord
responsibilities. We are grateful to Rev. Dr. Boayue for
bringing Good Shepherd and Trinity Faith together, and
as always, praise God who made this relationship with
Trinity Faith possible.

NOAH Project Sack Lunch Prep
We will be preparing lunches for the Central United
Methodist Church NOAH Project after worship on
Sunday, October 28th.
A sign-up sheet can be found at the Opportunity
Center for items needed to put the lunches together.
Also, cash/check donations to cover the cost of items
not donated can be made via your giving envelopes.
Make sure that you designate that it is for the NOAH
Project.
Please plan on staying for an extra half hour or so to
help make sandwiches or put lunch bags together.
Nothing we do for this project is difficult. All are
encouraged to lend a hand and a little bit of time. All
help is appreciated!
Please contact Pam Post with any questions.

BOOK STUDY AT GOOD
SHEPHERD UMC: “The
Church Guide for Making
Decisions Together” by
Terence Corkin and Julia
Kuhn Wallace
Join us to discuss this excellent
book published by the Methodist church. The three
book study opportunities will begin on:
Tuesday, Oct. 2 at 1:30 pm
Tuesday, Oct. 2. at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Oct. 3 at 1:30 pm.
This book covers topics such as: How do churches
make decisions on complex and potentially divisive
issues? A vital and healthy congregation yearns for a
more collaborative, respectful, encouraging, engaging
and empowering process. Discover a step-by-step
guide on how to create a new way of working
together. This book advocates for a consensusbuilding approach, and is hopeful, inspiring, and
practical for all church members.

Advent Book Study
The study this Advent will be the
book, “The Good The Bad and
The Ugly” by Richard B. Wilke.
We will study those whom we
associate with the joy and
celebration of Christmas - the
wise men, the shepherds, and
Joseph. Yet the author reminds us
not to forget that the evil King
Herod is also part of the Christmas story, and how it is
because there is evil in our world that we so desperately
needed - and need - a Savior. This is a four week study
starting on Thursday November 29 through December
20. We will gather at 5:30 p.m. for about an hour or more
if needed. If you have any questions see Jean Mackey.

Charge Conference
The 2018 charge conference for Good
Shepherd will be Sunday, November
18 at 7:00 P.M. Please plan to attend
our annual meeting facilitated by the District
Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr., as we
rededicate ourselves to the work of being God’s church.

Prayer Shawl
A Prayer Shawl is a shawl, lovingly hand knit or
crocheted out of a soft, comforting yarn, blessed by the
one who has made it, and wrapped around the shoulders
of someone who needs the sort of comfort only the love
and generosity of a caring person can provide.
We make and offer Prayers Shawls here at Good
Shepherd as part of our outreach ministry.
If you know of someone who is in need of one, no matter
what the circumstances, please let us know.
We gather the third Saturday of the month to work on
our shawls and would love to have anyone interested in
joining us to please come. If you knit or crochet and are
unable to attend our gatherings but would like to donate
one we would greatly appreciate that also.
If you have any questions or would like more
information please contact me.
Kathy Lewis

Let’s Do Breakfast!
The women of Dearborn First UMC meet regularly for breakfast at Leon’s
every Tuesday at 9 a.m. They invite the women of Good Shepherd to join
them for this weekly social hour.

Kids Rock!
at

Randy has moved He’d like to hear from his friends.
Randy Jensen:
27475 Huron Circle #149.
Novi 48377
Phone: 248-207- 7357.

Good Shepherd Church
•For ages 3 through grade 5
•During the Sunday worship hour
immediately after Children’s Time @
10:45am in the Fellowship Hall
•Bible Stories + Crafts

Invite your friends!

CONCERT FEATURING ANDREW HERBRUCK
(Music Director of First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham & formerly of Good Shepherd UMC)

ORGAN & INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 at 7:30PM
GOOD SHEPHERD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1570 MASON AT MONROE, DEARBORN
ALL ARE WELCOME. FREE CONCERT
FREEWILL OFFERING COLLECTION FUNDS DEARBORN
COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY

&

Special Spaghetti Dinner
A spaghetti dinner to benefit the Blessings In a Backpack
program, which will receive 100% of all ticket sales as
well as all donations, will be held on Friday, November
2nd from 5 PM to 7 PM at Good Shepherd United
Methodist Church.
GSUMC began the Blessings In a Backpack program here
in our area after a challenge from our former District
Superintendent Melanie Carey. She offered $1000 to
churches in her district with the only stipulation being that
she wanted some imagination used to put it to ‘work’ in
our community. GSUMC began with DuVall and about 20
kids and in a very short time the Blessings In a Backpack
program in Dearborn grew from that first year to now
serving multiple schools and partnering with several other
local churches in Dearborn.
The premise of this program is that kids who qualify for
partial or full pay breakfast and lunch at school during the
week may also need help with food on the weekends. So
every week bags are packed with a variety of items and
distributed to them. Not all kids who qualify accept the
bags, which is a parental decision.
Please give consideration to helping on this important
community outreach program for our church. You are
needed! There are various times as well as things that
need to be done, and not only during the actual dinner.
For instance, veggie preparation will be done on Thursday,
November 1st at 9 a.m. in the church kitchen. Fellowship
Hall preparation is Friday at 10 a.m. One of our key areas
always in need of help is with kitchen and fellowship hall
clean up. As the dinner winds down this becomes the
focus. Contributing a dessert is another way to help out.
None of the help opportunities are difficult but your
contribution of time and energy is very much appreciated!
Take a few minutes to look at the sign-up sheet at the
Opportunity Center in Fellowship Hall and find a spot that
fits your schedule and then add your name.
Please contact Pam Post with any questions.

Prayer Concerns
Lisa Andrews
Gary & Diane Atkins
Bondy Family
Jack Charlefour
Nick Crossestt
Devine Family
Linda Dewitt
Donna Draper
Glenn & Allen Garrant
Brenna Gillespie
David Gray
Mary-Kate Greenwell
and Family
Griffin Family
The Family & friends of
Alex Haam
Rev. James
Herbolsheimer
Chris Hillier
Helen Hosker
Robert & Kathy James
David and Joyce
Johnson
Jeff Joyce
Zoe Kosin
Shirley Lantz
Lamp Family
Margaret Layden
Doug & Lynn Lebeck
Elmer Lugh

Sharon Mangan
Jack & Marilyn
MacTavish
Drew & Elizabeth
McDonald
Donald McClung
Mesick & Hood Family
Mihalik Family
Bill Noble
Pigeon Family
The Presutti Family
Amber Przygocki &
Family
Sally Rausch
Mercedes Ruiz Family
Michael Schlorff
Tim Shaw & Family
Marie Shearer
Jeffrey Slumpff
George & Karen Stoops
Jeff Wilson & Family
Jeremy Travis
The family of Maude
Todd
Andrew Urban
Nate Wilson
Paul Wilson and family
Bea Woehlke
Fran Zimmerman

Military Families
Zachary Danke, Us Army
Home Bound
Anne Creek, Helen Hickey,
Mary Catherine Luoma, Robert Signoretti

Looking Forward in Worship
Worship Leaders
October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

Ushers
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday
Acolytes

Counters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Message and Text
Marti Boynton Tamaroglio
Dean Lewis
Carla Schneider
Neicy Lines

Annie Smith and Donna Eberhart
Al Costantino and Anita Polzin
Annie Smith and Donna Eberhart
Al Costantino and Anita Polzin
Donna Eberhart and Anita Polzin

Oct. 7

World Communion Sunday
”A Failure to Communicate"
Hebrews 1: 1 - 4 and 2: 5 - 12

Oct. 14

"Love Greater: A Platform for Life""
Romans 8: 26 - 39

Oct. 21

"Serve Greater: Why Did I Do That?"
Romans 7: 15 - 25

Oct. 28

"Be Greater: A Guide to Christianity"
Matthew 10: 40 - 43

October 6
October 11
October 13
October 15
October 19

Marti Boynton Tamaroglio
Kaylee Bracken
Helen Hosker
Kellie Beach
Shirley Lantz
Brandon Williams
Margaret Malone
Sarah Perry
David Johnson
Neicy Lines
Ellen Peck
Bradley Durkee
Linda Gottron

Josh Costantino
Lilly Lawson
Sabrina Perry, Substitute

Scott Williams & Carla Schneider
Scott Williams & Jim Woods
Jim Woods & Carla Schneider
Carla Schneider & Scott Williams
Scott Williams & Jim Woods

October 20

Greeters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Fred Michaelson & Pam Post
Donna Eberhart & Anita Polzin
Annie Smith & Paula Turbett
Donna Eberhart & Anita Polzin
Fred Michaelson & Pam Post

Nursery
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Lori Lawson & Kathy Lewis
Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Kathy Lewis & Paula Turbett
Lori Lawson

Openers
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Thomas Garrant
Al Costantino
Scott Williams
Marti Boynton Tamaroglio
Georgia Grovesteen

October 22
October 23
October 24

Happy Anniversary

October 3
October 5

Jennifer & Mark Malone
Jim & Jan Woods

Fold Articles are due on the 15th of each Month.
November Fold articles are due on Monday, September
15th. to the church email, gshepherdumc@att.net.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

30

1

5th Sunday Clothing Drive

Thursday

2

3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

9:00 am Women’s
Breakfast @ Leon’s

1:30 pm Book Discussion 10:00 am Tai Chi
1:30 pm Book Discussion “ The Church Guide…”
“ The Church Guide…”
6:15 Mindful Meditation Senior Trip to DIA
6:30 pm Book Discussion in Lounge
“ The Church Guide…”
7:00 pm Choir Practice

9:30 am Willing Disciples
10:30 am Morning Worship
10:45 am Kids Rock
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship

7

8

9

10

9:00 am Women’s
Breakfast @ Leon’s

World Communion
Sunday

1:30 pm Book Discussion 10:00 am Tai Chi
1:30 pm Book Discussion “ The Church Guide…”
“ The Church Guide…”
6:15 Mindful Meditation
6:30 pm Book Discussion in Lounge
“ The Church Guide…”
7:00 pm Choir Practice

9:30 am Willing Disciples
10:30 am Morning Worship
10:45 am Kids Rock
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship

14
9:30 am Willing Disciples
10:30 am Morning Worship
10:45 am Kids Rock
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship

Wednesday

2018

15

16

17

9:00 am Women’s
Breakfast @ Leon’s

6:30 pm SPARK
November Fold
Articles Due
gshepherdumc@att.net

1:00 pm Food Pantry
Prep
10:00 am Tai Chi
1:30
pm
Book
Discussion
1:30 pm Book Discussion
“ The Church Guide…”
“ The Church Guide…”

9:00 am Prayer Shawls
9-11:00 am Food Pantry

6:30 pm Book Discussion 6:15 Mindful Meditation
“ The Church Guide…”
in Lounge
7:00 pm Choir Practice

21

22

3

25

26
7:30 pm Organ and
Instrumental Concert
Featuring Andrew
Herbruck

27

1

2

3

9:00 am Women’s
Breakfast @ Leon’s

1:30 pm Book Discussion 10:00 am Tai Chi
1:30 pm Book Discussion “ The Church Guide…”
“ The Church Guide…”
6:15 Mindful Meditation
6:30 pm Book Discussion in Lounge
“ The Church Guide…”
7:00 pm Choir Practice

9:30 am Willing Disciples
10:30 am Morning Worship
10:45 am Kids Rock
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship

29

28
9:30 am Willing Disciples
10:30 am Morning Worship
10:45 am Kids Rock
11:45 am Coffee Fellowship
11:45 am Noah Sack Lunch

23

6:30 pm Finance &
Facilities Meeting

31
9:00 am Women’s
Breakfast @ Leon’s
1:30 pm Book Discussion
“ The Church Guide…”

31
1:30 pm Book Discussion
“ The Church Guide…”
7:00 pm Choir Practice

10:00 am Tai Chi

5-7 pm Spaghetti
Dinner Benefitting

6:30 pm Book Discussion
“ The Church Guide…”

Worship for Oakwood Common residents is on Sundays at 1PM and for Hubbard West residents on 2nd Sundays at 4:30 PM

Join us this October as we explore the charge from the Greater Detroit
District Conference in challenging our faith and actions as Christians.
To SERVE greater focuses on community ministries.
To LOVE greater inspires our decisions and actions.
To BE greater leads us to consider our entire being as a gift to God.
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