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FALL SEASON “ROCKS” AT GOOD SHEPHERD
Be part of the new treasure-hunt trends that rocks! At its heart,
this quirky, unplugged trend is about finding happiness and joy in
the simplest of things. The premise is simple: Gather a few
supplies (flat, paintable rocks, acrylic paint, sealer, paint brushes),
decorate your rock — getting as creative as you like — and seal
it. If desired, write instructions on the bottom of the rock that
tell the finder which Facebook group to post a photo to once it's
found. Then, hide. You can also post a photo of the rock on the
page after it's hidden, giving clues as to location. Popular hiding spots include waterfront parks,
playgrounds and family-friendly hiking trails. Good Shepherd will begin “hiding” rocks at our
Peace Pole and Little Library locations.
Our KIDS ROCK children will kick-off this activity on Sundays, September 10 and September 17
along with a Bible story at 10:45am. Adults are encouraged to join the fun and creativity after
worship in the fellowship hall on these same dates. Let’s see how far we can spread God’s love
and message! The rocks we put out there are gifts. Let them go and be a gift to make someone’s
day special.

New!
Starting September 10, 2017


For ages 3 through grade 5 during the Sunday worship hour immediately after Children’s
Time @ 10:45am every Sunday!
 In the Fellowship Hall


Bible Stories + Crafts

Invite your friends!

Being Almost a Christian or Being Altogether a Christian
Rev. Seok Nam Lim
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------
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9:30 am: Adult Sunday
Study
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The Almost Christian
For John Wesley, “the being almost a Christian” manifests the virtues which can be
found in human beings; doing justice, showing mercy, generosity, and respect to
humanity, telling a truth, and helping the poor, the hungry, the sick, and those in
need.§ The mindset of “being almost a Christian” also reflects a religious sincerity
represented by “doing good, abstaining from evil, and using the ordinances of God.”§
It is “a real inward principle of religion whence these outward actions flow.”§
Moreover, this principle is “prescribed in the gospel of Christ.”§ “The almost Christian”
makes a sincere and fully-committed effort not only to avoid doing evil but also to do
good to every human being by using “all the means of grace.”§ However, “the being
almost a Christian” does not mean to live in total agreement with the gospel of Christ
despite its form of godliness and its attitude of sincerity to the gospel.§ Wesley
understands the virtues of the almost Christian to express humanity as God’s natural
gift.§
The Altogether Christian
In the meantime, for Wesley, “the being altogether a Christian” basically means to
rejoice in Christ as a personal Savior, and to love God with the whole heart.§ It is
Christ-centered. The world and all things in the world cannot take away the love of
God from “the altogether Christian,” to whom the world or even self-righteousness is
crucified. Commitment to faith in God alone for the sake of the glory of God and
absolute dependence on God in heart and in practice through Christ characterize “the
altogether Christian.” The whole heart transformed according to the love of God in
Christ is the necessary and essential sign of “the being altogether a Christian.”
Furthermore, the life of “the altogether Christian” is distinguished by the love of “my
neighbor,” who is every human being in the world, all of whom, regardless of their
racial, ethnic, cultural, social, economic, and religious backgrounds, are created in the
image of God the Creator. This love is in imitation of the love of Christ, who did not
seek his own but only the good of the whole humankind, so that he gave up himself
to the cross in order to bring all of them to God’s saving grace.§ This love takes a
form of servanthood, truthfulness, and faithfulness. It is neither judgmental nor
exclusive, but gentle, humble, and inclusive; it “covers all things” and “endures all
things” in truth, standing against any kind of evil.§
Wesley’s Experience of Conversion to the Being Altogether a Christian
John Wesley confesses that he obtained the understanding of the difference between
“the being almost a Christian” and “the being altogether a Christian” through his
search for the Scripture and his experience of being converted to Christ as his
personal Savior. Moreover, he confesses that it is the inner testimony of the Holy
Spirit on his conscience to make him aware of his living not as “the altogether
Christian” but as “the almost Christian,” who is, in fact, ungodly in God’s sight, and
that it is the fruit of the indwelling Holy Spirit to make him live as “the altogether
Christian.”§ In conclusion, “the being altogether a Christian” is to live in total
dependence on Christ, God’s saving grace in him, and in commitment to loving God
and humans under the power of the Holy Spirit, who pours out the love of God
manifested in Christ into our hearts and transforms our life to live in accommodation
to the love of God.
“May we all thus experience what it is to be not almost only, but altogether
Christians! Being justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus,
knowing we have peace with God through Jesus Christ, rejoicing in hope of the glory
of God, and having the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit given
unto us.”§
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------

§ John Wesley, “The Almost Christian,” John Wesley’s Sermons, edited by Albert C. Outler &
Richard P. Heitzenrater, (Nashville; Abingdon Press; 1991), pp. 62-68.

Recommendations - Local Church Assessment
August 23, 2017—We sincerely thank you for participating in the Detroit Renaissance District Process for
Assessing Church Potential which was conducted in accordance with The Book of Discipline of the United
Methodist Church 2016, Paragraph 213. This Assessment process was accomplished during the period of
May 2017 through August 2017. Throughout this process, the facilitators of the Local Church Assessment
Team have met to discuss the options for increased vitality and more impacting ministries.
In offering the recommendations below, the Team has reviewed the information that you compiled and,
prayerfully asked (as you did) the following questions:
A) What is the potential for ministry in the community?
B) Does the church currently have the resources (leadership, financial and facilities) to serve the
community through ministries of nurture, outreach and witness?
C) Is the church currently able to fulfill its call to ministry and to optimize the stewardship of the
ministry with resources available?
In considering the information that was collected and reviewed about your congregation, the Team noted
the following key factors in making its decision:
1. The congregation has been in decline for a significant period of time (25 years) ever since
the departure of a “beloved pastor” and has shown a significant reaction (positively as well
as negatively) to each pastor that has served here since then. There have been several
“short-term” appointments during this period as well (3 pastors in the past 5 years) leading
to a sense of wandering and loss of vision and direction.
2. The congregation is currently served by a “Provisional Elder” who is “new” to this Annual
Conference and is in his first appointment as the “pastor in charge.” Additionally, the
pastor’s ethnicity (he is Korean born) and previous work background (education field) may
contribute to difficulties in understanding leadership styles, UMC polity as well as
communication. Although there are some challenges, the laity spoke very well and
respectfully of the current pastor and are hopeful of his future effectiveness.
3. The congregation acknowledges the financially vulnerable position that it finds itself in. It
identified that the church has not had a “budget” for a number of years as most of the
expenses are “non-discretionary.” Although there has not been a “budget” or annual
stewardship campaign, all expenses are paid current with no outstanding debt. Conference
Apportionments have been paid in full for over 15 years and is a source of pride for the
congregational leaders (and rightfully so!). It is acknowledged that income shortfall has
been “made up” by use of Endowment Fund earnings. This is expected to continue and may
not be adequate to meet continued budget shortfalls.
4. The church building is in fairly good condition with no major repairs pending. However, the
congregation acknowledges that any major and unforeseen repairs would be far beyond the
ability of the congregation to absorb and still be able to provide effective ministry.
5. Several positive elements should be noted: the church offers an intergenerational Sunday
School experience, it is extending its congregational care to home bound and hospitalized, it
has an effective Food Pantry and is offering Bible Studies led by laity or the pastor on a fairly
regular basis. Additionally, during this time of assessment, the church has articulated that it
has “a heart for ministry” and are willing to consider “any ideas that will lead to outreach and
growth of ministry.”
6. The church is in an area that has had significant shifts in its demographics and have
struggled to address the changes. Additionally, there are other United Methodist Churches in
this area that are facing the same situation and are embarking upon this Assessment process
in the very near future.
God calls us all to be faithful stewards of all the resources granted us. Struggling with past hurts,
frequent pastoral changes and “being caught up” in the “business as usual” drains the church energy and

does not allow you the necessary vitality to look out into the world, to discover the ways that God is
calling you to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and to respond as you
wish that you could.
Therefore, this Team recommends that the following options be considered by the
congregation: that a significant time be spent on an intentional exploration of the possibility of a
“shared or cooperative” ministry with other United Methodist churches in the area (Warren Valley,
Stephens and Dearborn First could be considered). A “shared or cooperative” ministry with other UMCs
would allow the congregations to combine their resources (financial, people and visionary energy) and
share the clergy leadership without incurring “multi-staff” expenses. This option could provide a fresh,
new vision for Dearborn Good Shepherd as well as other United Methodist Churches involved. This
option would require a church conference and a vote by the membership as well as a vote by the
partnering congregation(s).
In addition to the above, the Assessment Team recommends the following for Dearborn
Good Shepherd UMC:
a) That a period (no less than six months) be “set aside” as a period of “new birth and new
vision.” That the church request that District and Conference resources be provided to assist
in the following ways:
a. Provide a “coach” to work with the current pastor to help with “first pastorate”
challenges.
b. Provide training with the SPRC so that they could better assess and communicate the
needs of the congregation to the pastor as well as to the District Superintendent.
c. Work with the lay leadership to develop and publish a budget as well as regular
reporting of the finances of the church.
d. Work with the church leadership to identify a vision for the church.
e. AND to address the underlying conflict within the church (as reported in some of the
provided documentation from the church).
These options presume that a primary purpose of the local church is to be outwardly focused and
missional, for the good of its surrounding community and the world in response to God’s call to make
disciples of all nations (Mat. 28:19). We ask that you prayerfully discern God’s will in this important
matter, and let your District Superintendent know of your decision to move forward. He will then
schedule a church conference to consider the matter and to bring it to a vote. Your pastor and your
current facilitator, Rev. Dr. Ray McGee, are available to assist you as you decide.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Ray McGee, Chair of the District Team

Thank you to the 213 Assessment Team who met with Rev. McGee over the summer and
served our church in such an important undertaking. You gathered information, talked
to the congregation, and completed worksheets to provide the DRD Local Church
Assessment Team with an honest view of our church. This invaluable process to move
Good Shepherd forward would not have been possible without your time, energy and
dedication. Your church family thanks you: Clair Alexander, Adam Cairo, Alan Costantino,
Denise Lines, Scott Murdoch, Samantha Myers, Jan Poush, Gary Poush, Carla Schneider,
Marti Boynton Tamaroglio, and Scott Williams.

Food Pantry Items of the Month
Here are the pantry items of the month for the
rest of the year:
Sept. & Oct. – toiletries (soap, shampoo,
toothpaste, deodorant)
Nov. & Dec. – holiday meal items such as
cranberry sauce, muffin mix, etc.
Thank you for supporting the Community Food
Pantry through your donations of food, money
and service.

Saturday Bible Study
Second Saturday Bible study at the parsonage
will NOT be meeting this month due to the fact
that it conflicts with…

District Annual Conference
The Detroit Renaissance District Annual
Conference will be at Troy Korean UMC
on Saturday, September 9, from 8:30 am to
3:15 pm.
For more information, please visit the district
website at http://drd.michiganumc.info/.

Help Needed – Office Assistant
Do you have computer/word processing skills
and an artistic eye for layout? Well, we need
you! We are looking for someone to take on a
part-time salaried staff position as Office
Assistant.
The duties of the 7 hours per week position
include weekly bulletin prep, copying, and
folding; worship attendance entry; monthly
FOLD prep, copying, and mailing; and website
updating.
Position assists the pastor. If you are
interested in applying, please contact the
church office by phone or email. If you know of
anyone who might be interested, please pass
this information on. The successful applicant
will begin their duties the week of October 2.

Life Expressions Sign Making
FUNdraiser
A sign making party, Life Expressions Décor, is
going to be held at Good Shepherd the
afternoon of Saturday, November 18th in our
Fellowship Hall. Each 4”x24” wooden sign that
you create will be $25, with $10 from every
sign created that day going to our church Food
Pantry and other ministries.
You do NOT have to be crafty to create these,
no drawing is required. Everyone will leave
that day with finished 4” X 24” wood signs
ready to hang or give as a gift. There are NO
requirements regarding artistic ability,
everything is seriously easy. You make all the
choices regarding the creation process,
including the phrase you want, the color, and
the technique used for the painting. Our
demonstrator will lead everyone through the
very easy process of creating each sign.
Please save the date and invite friends and
family to come with you. There is room for
everyone you care to invite to join you! The
more signs that are made, the larger the
benefit to the Food Pantry.
Kathy Lewis or
Pam Post can
answer any
questions you
may have.

Choir Notes
Choir begins again on Wednesday, September
6 at 7pm in the choir room (downstairs). If you
sing in the shower or if you sing along with the
radio, don’t be shy about joining! You don’t
even have to know a lot about music. Just
come try it out!

Happy Birthday!
9/6
9/8
9/9
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/19
9/21
9/26
9/27

Helen Hickey
Kati Applebaum
Kaile Eberhart
Gary Atkins
Dee Temperley
Andrew Groh
Mary Jane Dapprich
Kyle Bracken
Pam Vanden Bosch
David Rydzewski
Kathy Lewis
Ernie Barna II
Fauna Navarre
Grace Malone
Carolyn Costantino
Sabrina Perry

Happy Anniversary!

9/8
Mike Rinkel & Georgia Grovesteen
9/24 Adam & Liz Cairo

Place in or near the canvas bag in
the lobby!
Thank you!














Pencils & Pens
Notebooks & paper
Backpacks
Markers & crayons
Pocket folders
Glue sticks
Erasers
Blunt-tip scissors
Rulers
Highlighters
Flash drives (low memory)
Disinfectant wipes
Boxes of Kleenex

 Hand sanitizer
Mission Giving 2017
These are the suggested missions for the
remainder of the year, any of which you may feel
called to support throughout the year.

September: School Supply Drive for DuVall
October: Red Bird Mission
November: NOAH Project Missionary Chelsea
Williams

December: unassigned

Special Sunday Offerings
October 1: World Communion Sunday

(first Sunday of October) Provides scholarships for
U.S. racial- and ethnic-minority students and
international students, on both undergraduate and
graduate levels.

November 26: United Methodist Student Day

(last Sunday of November) Furnishes scholarships
and loans for students attending United Methodistrelated and other accredited colleges and
universities.

Prayer Shawls
After taking the summer off, the prayer shawl
group will meet on Saturday, September 16th
at 9 am at Kathy Lewis’s house (the address is
in your directory). We spend a couple of hours
chatting, praying, knitting, and crocheting. If
you’re interested, please join us - even if you
don’t know how to knit or crochet. We’ll teach
you!

In Memory
Delores Lebeck
Funeral arrangements have been made as
follows: Visitation is Monday, August 28, 4:308pm at Querfeld Funeral Home; Funeral service
is Tuesday, August 29, 11am at Querfeld. A
luncheon at Good Shepherd will follow the
service. Memorials to Good Shepherd UMC.

Education Team Updates
New for Fall 2017

CARING OPPORTUNITIES
BECAUSE YOU CARE

In response to current congregational
needs, your education team has planned
for a new learning opportunity for
children, Kids Rock, during Sunday
worship time in the fellowship hall.
Bible stories and crafts will be enjoyed
by children ages 3 through grade 5.
One of our education team leaders will
prepare a lesson and activity for each
Sunday. However, we need
additional adults to assist on a
weekly basis. Please prayerfully
consider offering your help and sign up
at the opportunity center in the
fellowship hall.

As college students return to campus,
we will send them notes of
encouragement along with small
reminders that we love them and are
thinking of them. A basket in the lobby
will hold cards and envelopes for you to
use for writing words of wisdom and
love. Also, you may wish to give an item
from the list below to include in care
packages to be sent around the time of
midterms or finals. Again, a basket for
that collection will be located in the
lobby. Good Shepherd has 10 college
students.

Care packages for our college students
will be lovingly prepared and mailed
during the first semester. Refer to the
related article in this edition of the
FOLD.
Confirmation for youth in grades 7-12
begins October 1. We will share this
experience with First UM Church on
Sunday evenings at 5pm for 8 weeks.
Opportunities for service will also be
included. Contact Jan Poush for more
details if interested in enrolling.
Education Team: Carolyn Costantino,
Georgia Grovesteen, Kathy Lewis, Pastor
Seok Lim, Pam Post, Jan Poush






Granola bars
Pens/pencils/highlighters
Hard candy
Individual packages of snacks,
crackers, or fruit
 Coffee or tea
 Gift cards for coffee shops or
pizza parlors
Likewise, write a card or note to our
homebound members or a GS friend we
have not seen in a while. Perhaps your
note will be to thank someone for a job
well done as one serves God joyfully at
GS. Cards will be provided in the lobby
for your convenience. Thank you!

Looking Forward in Worship
Message and Text
Sept 3
Educating Moses
Sept 10
The Passover of the Lord
Sept 17
The Lord as a Warrior
Sept 24
The Bread of the Lord

Exodus 3:1-13
Exodus 12:1-14
Exodus 14:19-31
Exodus 16:2-15

Worship Leader
Sept 3
Jean Mackey
Sept 10
Dean Lewis
Sept 17
Carla Schneider
Sept 24
Georgia Grovesteen
Ushers
Sept 3
Sept 10
Sept 17
Sept 24
Acolytes

Al Costantino & Donna Eberhart
Annie Smith & Anita Polzin
Anita Polzin & Donna Eberhart
Al Costantino & Annie Smith
Josh Costantino
Lilly Lawson
Sabrina Perry

Counters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Scott Williams & Carla Schneider
David Johnson & Scott Williams
Carla Schneider & Jim Woods
Scott Williams & Jim Woods

Greeters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Anita Polzin & Pam Post
Donna Eberhart & Anita Polzin
Annie Smith & Paula Turbett
Donna Eberhart & Pam Post

Nursery
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Lori Lawson & Kathy Lewis
Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Kathy Lewis & Paula Turbett

The Family of Dave Allerdyce, Lisa Andrews,
Gary & Diane Atkins, Judy Barker, Bondy family,
the family of Colleen Bushnell, Devine family,
Donna Draper, Griffin family, Chris Hillier, Rev.
James Herbolsheimer, Helen Hosker,
Robert & Kathy James, Lamp family,
Shirley Lantz, the Family of Delores Lebeck,
Doug & Lynn Lebeck,
Aron & Danielle Lewis & family, Elmer Lugh,
Jack & Marilyn MacTavish, Terrie McCullough,
Drew & Elizabeth McDonald,
Mesick & Hood family, the Mihalik Family,
Samantha Myers & family, Bill Noble,
Sabrina Perry, Pigeon family,
Amber Przygocki & family, Sally Rausch,
Mercedes Ruiz family, Ann Schaub,
Michael Schlorff, Megan Schroeder,
Tim Shaw family, Marie Shearer, Ruth Smith,
George & Karen Stoops, Coleen Tesnow,
Jeremy Travis, Andrew Urban, Nate Wilson,
Fran Zimmerman
(Addresses

Openers
1st
Thomas Garrant
2nd
Al Costantino
3rd
Scott Williams
4th
Marti Boynton Tamaroglio

Our Home Bound

and Phone Numbers in Current Directory or
Church Office)

Judy Barker, Anne Creek, Helen Hickey,
Mary Catherine Luoma, Robert Signoretti

Our Military & Their Families
Zachary Danke, US Army

Articles for the October Fold are
due in the office by

September 17

Sunday
August 27

Monday
28

Tuesday
29

Wednesday
30

Friday

Saturday

31

September 1

2

7

8

9

Prayer Meeting
6:15 pm

Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am

3

Thursday

4

5

Willing Disciples 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

6
Prayer Meeting
6:15 pm

DRD Annual
Conference @ Troy
UMC

Tai Chi 10 am

Choir 7 pm
10

11

12

Willing Disciples 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am

17

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

18
Willing Disciples 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am

19

Spark
6:30 pm

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

13

14

Food Pantry Prep
1 pm

15

16
Monthly Food Pantry
9-11 am

Tai Chi 10 am

Prayer Meeting
6:15 pm

20

21

22

23

29

30

Prayer Meeting
6:15 pm
Tai Chi 10 am
Choir7 pm

Fold Articles Due!
24

25

Willing Disciples 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am

26

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

27

Prayer Meeting
6:15 pm

28

Tai Chi 10 am

Worship for Oakwood Common residents is on Sundays at 1 PM and for Hubbard West residents on 2nd Sundays at 4:30 PM.

Community Connections DuVall Elementary School

We embrace our neighbors ~ the students and staff of DuVall Elementary School ~ by extending
Jesus’ helping, loving hand through Good Shepherd UMC.
Here’s how to help during September:
 Pray for the students, teachers, & staff to experience a safe & healthy learning & work
environment along with academic achievements.
 Collect Box Tops for Kids & Campbells Labels to assist the school in buying playground balls
& equipment. (Collection basket is in the Fellowship Hall near the Opportunity Center.)
 Donate school supplies for classrooms & students. Read the related Mission of the Month
article in the August FOLD!
 Last Donation Date is Sunday, September 10. Thank you.

The Fold
GOOD SHEPHERD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1570 Mason at Monroe, Dearborn, MI 48124
Phone: 313-278-4350
Website: www.dearborngsumc.org
Dated Material – Do Not Hold

September

