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Spaghetti and Brightmoor
On Saturday, February 13, a group from Good Shepherd
loaded up their cars with spaghetti sauce, pasta, and
other goodies and drove north to work with our
covenant partners at the Redford Brightmoor Initiative.
Every Saturday the Brightmoor Free Store is opened to
provide new and gently used clothing, household goods,
and books for the people in the community. Everyone is
welcome. Everything is freely given. There is also a
meal served on most days that the store is open and we
were privileged to be able to offer a hot meal on a very
cold winter day.
We served about 50 people who enjoyed their spaghetti, salads, and
dessert. Our Sunday ACTs group made Valentines to pass out to
everyone who walked through the doors. It was, as it always is, a
time of our receiving much more than we gave. It is a privilege to be
able to work in partnership with the dedicated people of Brightmoor
and we will do it again on Saturday, March 12. At the suggestion of
“Chef” John Mihalik and since it is the
week before St. Patrick’s Day, we will
offer beef stew and biscuits.
Mary Pickett of Redford Brightmoor sent
us a note of thanks. She wrote, “Please
convey to your whole team my thanks
and the thanks of all those you fed
today. It’s wonderful to have a hot meal
on an icy day like today. Your meaty
spaghetti sauce provides much needed protein and folks in Brightmoor
don’t have ready access to fresh salads. So both were particularly
appreciated. The wide selection of bread and dessert was truly
impressive and we’ve got all those wonderful leftovers for our next
lunch! We SO appreciate the wonderful support you folks at Good
Shepherd provide for our friends in Brightmoor!”

The Day God Cried
On the western slope of the Mount of Olives, just across the Kidron
Valley from Jerusalem, sits a small chapel. Tradition has it that it was
there that Jesus wept over Jerusalem, the city that had refused him.
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It’s a dark scene. Jesus knows the fate that awaits him. And yet, in
that moment, he grieves for the world around him. He weeps for the
people of the world. He cries for the victims who, in spite of their
suffering, refuse to seek out God and God’s protection.
“How often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings...” The image of the mother hen
Jesus uses is in direct contrast to that with which he describes Herod,
a fox. Herod the fox will destroy the hen and then who will look after
the chicks?
The cunning and sly of the world will break into the henhouse and
destroy the hen and her chicks in frenzied violence. Blood will run
down the streets, pregnant women and nursing mothers will fall by
the sword. Jerusalem will be trampled upon. So Jesus wept.
Jesus wept and then Jesus continued on his journey. He entered
Jerusalem. His enemies conspired against him and he was crucified.
His disciples scattered, looking for protection.
But Jesus rose again, appeared to his disciples, and ascended into
heaven. His disciples received the courage to go forth into this foxfilled world and as a result of their witness and the Holy Spirit working
in people’s lives, Jesus continues to be seen and heard.
Still Jesus weeps. All around us his voice is still ignored and silenced at
every turn. His children, young and old, continue to turn away from
Jesus’ voice, from his protection, and are left at the mercy of the fox.
Let us continue in our mission to the world. Let us walk with Jesus on
his way to Jerusalem. Let us be certain in his grace and trust in his
protection. We must remember what Jesus did for us. Let us always
be challenged by the truth that God does not comfort us to make us
comfortable, but to make us comforters to others.
It is not enough to worship Jesus. We must follow him. Let us live
every moment of our lives in response to Jesus’ wonderful Easter gift!
Peace,

Pastor Doug

Palm Sunday Service –
Sunday, March 20, 10:30 am
Holy Thursday Service –
Thursday, March 24, 7 pm
COVENANT is an in-depth group Bible study in
which participants read and discuss the Bible
together, learning how to love God and each
other better.
Pastor Doug will lead the three, 8-episode
segments each of which explore a different
aspect of Covenant life. We will examine what
Covenant means and the progression of a
Covenant relationship with God. Covenant
represents a relationship – a living, breathing
conversation. And we invite you to join in it.
The first segment will begin on Thursday,
March 3rd at 5:30 pm and continue each
Thursday through April 28th (no meeting on
Maundy Thursday, March 24th). The participant
book is $8 for the first segment. Please plan to
be part of all three 8-week sessions of this
engaging, in-depth Bible study.
Sign up for Segment 1 in the Opportunity
Center.

Good Friday Service –
Friday, March 25, Noon
Easter Sunday Breakfast –
Sunday, March 27, 9:00 am
Easter Sunday Worship –
Sunday, March 27, 10:30 am

Easter Breakfast – March 27
Served in Fellowship Hall
from 9-10 AM
Menu: Breakfast
casseroles, fruit, bagels
& beverages
All are welcome!
Sign up at the Opportunity Center in Fellowship
Hall to assist with the following:
Saturday, March 26: Set up/decorate @ 10am
Sunday, March 27:
• Coffee making @ 8:15am
• Set out food & beverages @ 8:30am
• Bring fully cooked casseroles in
disposable pans @ 8:50am
• Clean-up: after worship & fellowship
time beginning approximately 12 noon –
12:15pm

March Mission of the Month

Spaghetti Dinner
The February spaghetti
dinner for Blessings in a
Backpack raised $1206 for
the program. We had a
very generous group of
diners who supported this
program. Thank you to
everyone who in any way
helped to make this dinner
a success.
Good Shepherd’s next spaghetti dinner is on
Friday, March 4th. Consider where YOU might
lend a hand for the next dinner. There are
many opportunities at various times to help,
and not only during the actual dinner, though
of course help is needed there as well.
Prepping the veggies for the salad bar and
vegetarian sauce happens on Thursday
morning. The Fellowship Hall is readied for our
guests beginning in the morning on Friday.
The sauces begin their accent to full
yumminess on Friday morning. And when the
evening has ended our kitchen and Fellowship
Hall need to be returned to their original
condition, with dishes washed and roasters
stored.
Please consider giving a bit of your time and
energy to help in an area that works best for
you and your schedule. Check out the sign-up
sheet at the Opportunity Center and find a spot
that's just right for you. No matter where you
give of your time and energy you are all
appreciated. Thank you.
P.S. It is a huge help when you write your
name on the sheet and confirm your intent to
help so we know where shortages in coverage
are. Please do not assume we know you are
going to help because you always do. This
might be the month you go on a cruise and
leave the rest of us in the cold!

One Great Hour of
Sharing

For more than 50 years, United Methodist
congregations have been taking part in a
special One Great Hour of Sharing offering,
laying the foundation for UMCOR’s ministry of
relief and hope.
Donations that UMCOR receives through this
offering, along with other undesignated gifts
made throughout the year, cover their costs of
doing business. Gifts like yours make it
possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all other
contributions on the projects donors specify
instead of on administrative or fundraising
costs.
UMCOR does not receive
apportionment or other
funding, so without your
offerings, UMCOR would
not exist. Because
operating costs are kept
under 10% of their total
budget, undesignated
gifts may actually exceed
UMCOR’s administrative needs.
When that happens, your support is channeled
to under-funded programs, where they’re most
needed. They also may be used to allow
UMCOR to respond to disasters immediately
after an event and before funds can be raised.
We, along with most United Methodist
congregations, this year celebrate One Great
Hour of Sharing on March 6th the fourth
Sunday of Lent.

Joy Rides
We are once again
spreading our
gratitude for those
who give up their
holidays to work
and serve our
community. We
will be delivering cookies on Easter Sunday
following our 10:30 service. It is such a
rewarding experience delivering these cookies
to businesses, first responders and hospitals
(just to name a few). We are asking for
donations of a dozen homemade cookies which
can be dropped off at the church on the
Saturday before Easter, March 26th. We will
be packing them up at 10:00 a.m. A sign-up
sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall for both
cookie donations and those willing to help with
deliveries. Please consider dropping off a plate
of cookies before heading to your family
gathering – it only takes a few minutes, and
the appreciation you receive will surely make
your Easter a very memorable one. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact
Kathy Lewis.

Calling Amazon Shoppers
Those who shop on Amazon.com can now
automatically benefit Good Shepherd every
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com (notice the altered
address), you'll find the same low prices, same
products, same service as on Amazon.com,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate
0.5% from your eligible purchases to Good
Shepherd. There are nearly one million
organizations eligible for donations through
this purchasing program, and now Good
Shepherd is one of them. You can use your
existing Amazon account on AmazonSmile, or
create an account if you are new to online
shopping.

Run For God
Our Run for God group
continues to meet on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays at 6:30
am and Saturdays at 7:00
am. We have been
walking inside at
Westborn Shopping Center next to Kroger on
Michigan Ave due to the cold weather, but we
hope to be back outside on the track at OL
Smith Middle School soon. On Saturdays we
meet at Panera Cares for fellowship after our
walk. We welcome anyone interested in
adding some exercise to your daily routine.
We are also hoping to start some biking
excursions this summer! Hope to see some
new faces join our group!

How do I begin? Simply go to
smile.amazon.com from the web browser on
your computer or mobile device, and sign in as
you would on Amazon. Before you begin
shopping, select Good Shepherd United
Methodist Church, Dearborn, MI from the list
of participating charitable organizations.
Amazon will remember GSUMC once you've
made your choice. Tens of millions of products
are eligible for donations. You will see those
products marked "Eligible for AmazonSmile
donation" on the right side of their product
detail pages. You can learn more about
AmazonSmile on the first screen of their
website.

SAVE the DATE:

August 15-19, 2016
Vacation Bible School: On Good Shepherd
Farm – A Study of Galatians 5:22, 23 – The
Fruit of the Spirit
Ages: Pre-school (4 years old) thru 8th grade
and adults
Leaders and helpers for Vacation Bible School:
Adults and all who will be in 9th grade in the
fall are invited to participate as leaders.
• Cooks and Servers: to procure, prepare,
serve a simple meal each evening at
5:30 p.m.
• Farm Fun Leader/Helper: Overseeing 3
simple interest builder activities
following dinner, before VBS opening.
Guessing jar, choosing favorite
farm/food, and judging scarecrows are
activities you will oversee, tally the
results each night. Will be set up for
you.
• Puppeteer: to bring Scooter, a parrot
with attitude to life during the opening
sessions each night.
• Stable Tales Leader: present and/or
engage others to assist in the
presentation of the Bible Event. Options
for presenting the events will be
supplied.
• Craft Barn Leader/Helper: guide visitors
in making simple crafts. Help procure
materials and assist with the Craft Kit in
advance of VBS to assemble kits for
each child – See Jerrie Lynn for more
detail. Craft ideas will be supplied, but
you are welcome to contribute ideas.
• Backyard Fun Leader: guide the visitors
in active Bible based games. Games
and equipment will be supplied.
• Tool Shed Leader: various simple
activities are done to reinforce the day’s
theme, verse, or Bible Event. Activities
vary from presenting the mission focus
to discussing and planting herbs, to a
demonstration on anti-bullying, and
more.

•

•

Farm Hands (3): Sitting with an age
group of our visitors at opening and
closing, traveling with them from center
to center.
Adult Class Facilitator: Lead the adults
in Bible study (sessions are
approximately 1hr15m). They will also
participate in the Craft Barn activity.

Please pray about where you might assist in
leadership at VBS.
For more information, questions or to
volunteer, please contact VBS Director, Jerrie
Lynn Robinson (313) 294-3379 or
rosslynn7@comcast.net

Wednesdays continuing through Mar 16 4:30 6:30 pm including dinner
Experience the joy!

All are welcome – Free to All – Grades 2-8
Youth experience Christian joy in a safe
environment.

God’s Love in ACTion!
God’s Love in
ACTion served with
joy and love during
Sundays in
February!
200 colorful valentines were crafted creatively
with God’s message of love. These valentines
were then distributed at the Brightmoor
campus during our hosting of a spaghetti
dinner on Feb. 13. Also, on Valentine’s Day
the remainder of the cards was delivered to
Hubbard Manor West residents along with 8
dozen baked cookies fresh from our Good
Shepherd ovens. ACTion Sundays also hosted
Family Game Day with lunch and games for all
ages following worship on Feb. 21.
Join us for
ACTion (Adults,
Children, Teens)
Sundays during
March. All ages
welcome!
ACTions will
include serving and organizing in our Food
Pantry, creating crosses from palms, and
hosting Easter breakfast.

Happy
Birthday!!!
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1
4
5
6
8
13
15
17
21
24
26
30
31

Dan Frank
Gianna Lewis
Tania Walters
Scott Murdoch
Pam Post
Glenn Garrant
Liz Cairo
Mercedes Ruiz
Molly Costantino
Jessica Dietrich
Scott Williams
Janet Connick
Kathryn Woods

Sundays, 9:15am-10:15am - Meet you there!

Home Health Aide
Home health aide Janet Post has been
entrusted with helping people in their homes
for many years. If you, or someone you know,
are in need of assistance, please contact Janet
at 313-718-6697. References available.

Help Restock Your Food Pantry!
Please bring these items on the date indicated:
3/06 – paper products
3/13 – cereal (hot or cold)
3/20 – toiletries
3/27 – paper products

Star Thrower
There is a story of a man who walked along the beach each morning. One day he saw what looked
like a small figure up ahead dancing. As he
approached he realized the girl was not dancing, she
was picking starfish off the beach and throwing them
into the water. He asked her what she was doing. She
said the sun is up and it is getting warm. Starfish won’t
live long unless they’re back in the water. He said the
beach is miles long and there must be thousands of
starfish how can you hope to make a difference? And
she said, as she threw another starfish back into the
ocean, “I made a difference for that one.”
Kenny had come to the Good Shepherd Food Pantry. I
talked with him briefly as he waited for his turn to shop. One of our other shoppers had a very sad
look on her face as she sat nearby. I approached her and asked her if there was something we could
do. She pointed at Kenny and said he took one of his shoes off and his socks are tattered, torn, and
full of holes. “It’s so cold out, I just feel so bad for him.” She had so very little herself and yet her
concern was not for herself but for someone else who had even less.
We had just started our Advent mitten tree so I quietly went upstairs. There were some socks and a
scarf. I took them back down and gave them to Kenny. With tears in his eyes he thanked us over
and over. The time came when he went shopping. After he thanked us once again, he left with some
food and warm socks and slipped back into the cold.
Kenny sent an email from a library computer. He wrote, “2015 was not a good year for me. I lost my
parents home were I was living for the past 54 years to foreclosure. Three weeks later
I was fired from my job after 35½ years. My car was auctioned off for non-payment and then I got
an eviction notice. I had to go to court and was told I have until February 1 to get out of my parents
home. I have two storage units that will be auctioned off. I have no place to go.”
We kept praying for him and trying to find other ways to help him. He was back at the food pantry in
January but his situation had not changed much. Then we received a second email from Kenny.

Hi everyone!
Well here is an update. I have a new home now. I should be moved in by March 1. I have a new
job. I would like to thank a few people. First of all, I thank Pastor Doug for the clothing that he gave
me and the food I got from them each month...
Thank You,
Kenny
Kenny got more than just a bit of food and some socks from Good Shepherd.
He also received acceptance, love, and hope. Friends, we may not be able to save them all, but we
made a difference for that one!

The Flint Water Crisis has troubled me deeply and my prayers go out to the people of Flint. I know
many of you share my concerns. In recent weeks, many Michigan United Methodists have asked,
“What are we doing? How can we help?”
I am thankful we are compassionate people who are always ready to help. Last October, when it
became public that lead levels were dangerously high in Flint’s water and among Flint’s children,
United Methodists in Flint and the surrounding area leapt into action raising money, providing filters,
donating bottled water, and reaching out to community members.
In November the Crossroads District hired Pete Plum to serve as District Emergency Water Crisis
Coordinator. At my request, a $10,000 UMCOR emergency grant was released to assist the 8 United
Methodist congregations in Flint to start “Water Resource Centers,” distributing water filters,
replacement filters, water testing kits, and educational information to neighborhood residents.

[PASTOR’S NOTE – We have designated Sunday, March 13 as the day when Good
Shepherd UMC will receive a special offering for the people of Flint. In addition we have
placed a large water bottle in the narthex. Please drop your lose change (bills are okay,
too) in the bottle as you are able. That money will also go to help ease the water crisis in
Flint. If you prefer to donate directly, you can do so online through the Michigan Area
United Methodist website http://michiganumc.org]
We are a generous people and I thank you in advance for your gifts. May we, Michigan United
Methodists, continue to be a source of hope, a voice for justice, and a presence of compassion.
With you in the work of Christ,

Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey
Michigan Area

Looking Forward in Worship
Message
Mar 6
Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

and Text
What Are You Doing
A Waste of Money
Parade or Passion
Unbelievable

Luke
John
Luke
Luke

15:1-3, 11b-32
12:1-8
19:28-40
24:1-12

Ushers
Mar 6
Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

Carla Schneider & Paula Turbett
Annie Smith & Al Costantino
Donna Eberhart & Dean Lewis
Samm Myers & David Scannell

Acolyte
Mar 6
Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

Josh Costantino
Lilly Lawson
Sabrina Perry
Josh Costantino

Worship Leader
Mar 6
Sandie Post
Mar 13
Irene Addison
Mar 20
Gary Atkins
Mar 27
Dean Lewis
Counters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Joe & Margee O’Brien & Jim Woods
David Johnson & Scott Williams
Carla Schneider & Jim Woods
Jim Woods & Sandra Lowe

Greeters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Fred Michaelson & Pam Post
Sharon Mangan & Sally Rausch
Georgia Grovesteen & Paula Turbett
Donna Eberhart & Anita Polzin

Communion Servers
Mar 6
Served During Worship
Mar 13
Dean & Kathy Lewis
Mar 20
Sandie Post & Jerrie Lynn Robinson
Mar 27
Jim & Jan Woods

Prayer Concerns

Lisa Andrews, Ali & Micah Betts, Marg
Brink, Michael Cross,
Devine family, Griffin family,
Dorothy Grovesteen,
Helen Hosker,
Robert & Kathy James,
Shirley Lantz, Lamp family,
Delores Lebeck,
Doug & Lynn Lebeck,
Aron & Danielle Lewis & family, Elmer
Lugh,
Jack & Marilyn MacTavish,
Kendra Malotka,
Drew & Elizabeth McDonald, Mesick &
Hood family,
Gayle Mihalik & family,
Bill Noble,
James Oliver & family,
Amber Przygocki & family, Samantha
Myers & family,
Pigeon family, Sally Rausch, Mercedes
Ruiz family,
Bruce & Lucy Russell,
Ann Schaub, Megan Schroeder, Tim
Shaw family, Marie Shearer, Sandy
Stassen & Family,
George & Karen Stoops,
Jeremy Travis, Andrew Urban, Annette
Wajda, Larry Zimmerman

Our Home Bound

(Addresses and Phone Numbers in Current Directory or Church Office)

Nursery
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Liz Cairo & Kathy Lewis
Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Liz Cairo & Paula Turbett

Openers
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Thomas Garrant
Alan Costantino
Bruce Coburn
Scott Williams

Judy Barker, Anne Creek
Helen Hickey, Mary Catherine Luoma
Robert Signoretti

Our Military & Their Families
Spc. John Glasco & family
Zachary Danke, US Army

Articles for the
March Fold are
due in the office
by March 18

March
Sunday

Monday

February 28
29
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am
Hand Bell Choir 12 pm
6
7
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
UM Men
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
at Leon’s
Morning Worship 10:30 am
6 pm
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am

1

13
14
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship11:45 am
Hand Bell Choir 12 pm

15

20
21
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
Spark
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
6:30 pm
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship11:45 am

22

27

29

28

Easter Breakfast 9 am
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am
Easter Joy Ride 12 pm

2016

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3
Run for God 6:30 am

4
Spaghetti Dinner
5-7 pm

6

Run for God
6:30 am

2
LOGOS After
School Youth
Club 4:30 pm

11

12

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm
8
Run for God
6:30 am
Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

Run for God
6:30 am
Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

Run for God
6:30 am

Choir 7 pm
9
Logos After
School Youth
Club 4:30 pm

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm
10
Run for God 6:30 am
Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm

16
Food Pantry
Prep 1 pm

17
Run for God 6:30 am

Logos After
School Youth
Club 4:30 pm
Choir 7 pm
23
Choir 7 pm

Run for God 7 am
Redford Brightmoor
Lunch 9:30 am

18

19
Run for God 7 am
Monthly Food Pantry
9-11 am

Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm

24
Run for God 6:30 am
Maundy Thursday
Communion Service
7 pm

30
Choir 7 pm

Run for God 7 am

Tai Chi 10 am

Choir 7 pm

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

Run for God
6:30 am

Tai Chi 10 am

Saturday

31
Run for God 6:30 am
Tai Chi 10 am

25
Good Friday
Worship
Noon

26
Run for God 7 am
Prayer Shawl Ministry
9 am
Joy Ride Cookie
Packing 10 am

April 1
Spaghetti Dinner
5-7 pm

2
Run for God 7 am

Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm

Worship for Oakwood Common residents is on Sundays at 1 PM and for Hubbard West residents on 2nd Sundays at 4:30 PM.

Flint Water Crisis

Special Offering
For the people of Flint
Sunday, March 13 during worship
Also accepting donations (of both coins and bills) in the large water bottle
in the narthex.
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