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NOAH Sack Lunch Prep – Sunday, April 17
After worship on April 17 lunch bags and sandwiches
were prepared for the NOAH Sack Lunch Program at
Central United Methodist Church in Detroit. Many
hands made the time go quickly as the shared
enthusiasm and energy filled fellowship hall.

Thank you to everyone who stayed after
worship, which was a bit later than the norm
due to the charge conference, and made
sandwiches or put items in the sacks. And
special appreciation to all who purchased
items that were needed, picked up the fruit or
delivered the lunches on Monday morning to
Central UM.
Cash donations are
always appreciated to
offset the cost of items
that are not donated.
Please note NOAH Sack
Lunch Program on your
giving envelope.

The Coyote Side
In many Native American theologies the coyote is the symbol of the
side of our personalities that is easily tempted and leads us astray.
Our coyote side is filled with guile, craftiness, and deceit.
Coyote cannot resist the temptation to find out what is over the next
hill even when he suspects a trap. Coyote is a trickster, a clown.
Coyote is always lurking about, causing trouble, doing what ought not
be done and going places he should not go.
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Allow me to share a Native American coyote legend... a river rose very
high and spread over the land. An Indian woman was going along the
riverside with a basket of tortillas on her head, but she was wading in
water up to her waist. Coyote was afraid of the water, so he had
climbed into a cottonwood tree. Coyote called, "Come to this tree and
give me some of those nice tortillas."
The woman said, “No. I can’t give them to you; they are for somebody
else.” “If you do not come here I will shoot you,” said Coyote. So she
came to the tree and said, “You must come down and get them. I
can’t climb trees.”
Coyote came down as far as he dared, but he was afraid of the deep
water. The woman laughed at him. She said, “Just see how shallow it
is. It’s only up to my ankles,” but she was standing on a big stump.
Coyote looked at the water. It seemed shallow enough, so he jumped.
The water was deep and he drowned.
Coyote up a tree, afraid, but when he saw those hot, delicious
tortillas, he wanted them! Coyote was so consumed with possessing
that which was not his that his fear was overcome and his good
judgment was suspended. Willing to accept the surface reality of his
situation, after all the water did not look deep, his greed and
selfishness resulted in his death.
We all have our coyote side. We are more concerned for our own
welfare than for anyone else. That will kill us spiritually if not
physically. How can God care about such pathetic, self-centered
creatures as this especially since there is abundant evidence that the
coyote side often prevails? God made us good, but our coyote side
causes us to desire that which is not ours.
Yet God has not given up. There is only one power awesome enough
to break the reign and reality of sin in our lives, to draw us back from
our Coyote side. That great power is the amazing grace of God.
Peace,

Pastor Doug

Spaghetti Dinner
May 6th brings the finale of
the spaghetti dinners for this
season. Our guests as well
as most of the workers have
visions of bar-b-q’s and
outdoor events dancing in
their hearts and heads!
Your help is needed and
appreciated as we conclude the dinners until
fall. There are many times and places to share
your energy and talent as we open our doors
and invite folks in to share a meal in our
church home. Please check out the sign-up
sheet at the Opportunity Center and find a spot
to lend a hand.
Invite your friends, family, neighbors and coworkers to come to Good Shepherd and have
dinner with you!

May Missions of the Month
Our mission giving focus for May is twofold in
benefitting the needs of children through the
Haiti Hot Lunch Program and the Bishop Judith
Craig Children's Village in Liberia.

Haiti Hot Lunch Program
Hot, nutritional meals are provided three times
per week to over 22,000 students in EMH (the
Methodist Church in
Haiti) schools. Some
goals of the program
include hiring and
educating staff in
nutrition and hygiene,
providing basic cooking
materials, training
kitchen staff, developing
programs such as school gardens that benefit
Hot Lunches, and promoting community
ownership and contributions
through parent-teacher
associations and training.

Bishop Judith Craig
Children’s Village

Help Restock Your Food Pantry!
May 8 – please bring soup
May 15 – please bring paper towel or toilet
paper
May 22 – please bring peanut butter/jelly
May 29 – please bring canned meat

Thanks for all you do!

The Bishop Judith Craig Children's Village in
Liberia provides basic needs, education,
counseling and healthcare to orphaned children
from districts of the Liberia Annual Conference
(LAC), United Methodist Church. The Liberian
Civil War left
countless
children
orphaned
and living on
the streets.
The LAC
practices "a
Christ-centered church," that not only preaches
the Gospel, but also gives hope to humanity."
This initiative drove the establishment of an
orphanage to help nurture future leaders. The
Children's Village gives hope to children who
are God's creation, and who have never
dreamed of an education and a future.

Praying for General Conference
2016

COVENANT is an in-depth group Bible study in
which participants read and discuss the Bible
together, learning how to love God and each
other better.
Our Lay Leader, Jean Mackey, will lead the
next 8-episode segment which begins on May
12. We will examine what Covenant means
and the progression of a Covenant relationship
with God. Covenant represents a relationship –
a living, breathing conversation. We invite you
to join in the conversation whether or not you
attended the first episodes.
The second segment will begin on Thursday,
May 12th at 5:30 pm and continue each
Thursday through June 30th. The participant
book is $10. Please plan to be part of the next
8-week session of this engaging, in-depth Bible
study. Sign up in the Opportunity Center.

ACTion Sundays are awesome!
God has encouraged our service through
creativity. We created crosses from palms,
purchased Silly Socks, and decorated
terracotta pots to give as gifts. One ACTion
Sunday devotion reminded us that God is
our Potter, and we are His clay (Isaiah 64: 8)
and created in His image. (Genesis 1:26/27)

The Church gathers in Portland, Oregon for
The United Methodist Church General
Conference May 10 through 20, 2016. This
event is extremely important to and for United
Methodists worldwide. Please add General
Conference to your prayer list. Join with
United Methodists all over our country and
world in praying for the delegates, for the
process, and for the wisdom and love of God
to prevail.
Pray for:
•
•
•
•

Safe travel of the delegates and visitors to
and from Portland, Oregon
Health, energy and safety of all who gather
Clear discernment and wisdom of God’s
guiding
Kindness and grace with which all should be
treated

In your time of prayer, please be sure to allow
for times of silence so that you might be open
to hearing and receiving what God would
speak to your heart and mind. Thank you for
joining in prayer.

Joy Ride
Our next "cookie drop"/ JOY RIDE will be on
Memorial Day (I know, so hard to believe it is
upon us already)! To make things a little
easier, we are requesting people bring in their
homemade cookies on the Sunday before
Memorial Day. We will pack them up and have
them ready for you to take after church to
deliver on
Monday.
If you'd like to
help please
consider making
a dozen cookies and/or possibly delivering a
plate on Monday to one of our local
businesses. It takes very little time and the
response you will receive will be overwhelming!
Let people see God's work through you!

Calling Amazon Shoppers
Those who shop on Amazon.com can now
automatically benefit Good Shepherd every
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com (notice the altered
address), you'll find the same low prices, same
products, same service as on Amazon.com,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate
0.5% from your eligible purchases to Good
Shepherd. There are nearly one million
organizations eligible for donations through
this purchasing program, and now Good
Shepherd is one of them. You can use your
existing Amazon account on AmazonSmile, or
create an account if you are new to online
shopping.

Run For God
We are changing our name and activity!! We
are now "Walking and Biking with God", and
invite anyone who would like an early morning
time spent with God to
join us. We walk Tuesday
and Thursday at the track
behind O.L. Smith middle
school in Dearborn
at 6:30am and again on
Saturday morning
at 7:00. With the weather
turning for the better sometimes we will
venture out on Saturday to different locations
(Hines Dr., the nature trail behind Andiamo's,
etc.) Saturday mornings we meet up at
Panera Cares for breakfast and conversation.
Please consider joining us it is a great way to
start your day! Any questions please feel free
to contact Kathy Lewis.

How do I begin? Simply go to
smile.amazon.com from the web browser on
your computer or mobile device, and sign in as
you would on Amazon. Before you begin
shopping, select Good Shepherd United
Methodist Church, Dearborn, MI from the list
of participating charitable organizations.
Amazon will remember GSUMC once you've
made your choice. Tens of millions of products
are eligible for donations. You will see those
products marked "Eligible for AmazonSmile
donation" on the right side of their product
detail pages. You can learn more about
AmazonSmile on the first screen of their
website.

Howdy, Fellow Farmers!
Yes, we are all farmers in God’s kingdom - preparing the
soil, spreading the Word, sowing seeds, watering the
shoots, and/or reaping the harvest. That is what
Vacation Bible School is all about: preparing, spreading,
sowing, watering, and reaping. You can be part of VBS
in several ways: being an active farmer (leader), praying
for those who serve and those who attend, or being
an attendee. Please PRAY, asking God his will for
you “On Good Shepherd Farm”.
Farmers needed to be:
1. Co-cooks and Servers with Dean: preparing a simple
dinner each night.
2. Actors for simple skits. Memorization not required!
3. Puppeteer for a bird with attitude.
4. Farm Fun Co-Leader: overseeing three simple
interest builders: Guessing Jar, Judging Scarecrows,
and charting favorites.
5. Stable Tales Leader: introduction and follow-up to
Bible event skits.
6. Co-Leader for Craft Barn with Kathy Lewis: helping to
procure supplies, assist in Craft Kit Day/Night
(assembling kits for crafters). Craft ideas supplied,
but you are welcome to contribute ideas.
7. Backyard Fun Co-Leader with Pam Post: guiding
our visitors in active Bible games.
8. Tool Shed Co-Leader with Georgia Grovesteen: a
variety of activities that reinforce the day’s theme,
verse, or Bible event.
9. Farm Hand (3): sitting with our visitors at opening
and closing and guiding them from center to center.
10. Adult Class Facilitator: Leading the adults in Bible
study. Classroom time is about 1 hour fifteen
minutes. They will also participate in the Craft Barn
activity.
For more information, questions, or to volunteer,
please contact VBS Director, Jerrie Lynn Robinson
(313) 294-3379 or rosslynn7@comcast.net.

SAVE the DATE: August 16, 17, & 19, 2016
Vacation Bible School: On Good Shepherd Farm
A Study of Galatians 5:22-23 –
The Fruit of the Spirit
Pre-school (4 years old) thru 8th grade and adults
5:30 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.
Recycle your empty, rinsed gallon milk jugs, water
bottles, peanut butter jars, and fruit or vegetable
cans by donating them for use at Vacation Bible
School. We are also in need of newspapers. You
may place them in the basket in the foyer. Thank
you for your support.

A Sincere Note of Thanks!
“Friendship is such a simple word, for one of the great
necessities of a happy life”. I am so very glad we are
friends! I deeply appreciate all of your many acts of
kindness, following my injury on March 17, 2016. Thank
you for your concern, special get well wishes, beautiful
cards and uplifting ‘telephone visits’. Your many prayers
are making a difference in my recovery. I am back home
and feeling better and stronger with each passing week. I
was “Gone With the Wind” … So to speak, but I will be
back at Good Shepherd Church soon!
God Bless you all in friendship and love,

Mercedes

Lexys’ Silly Socks Box

Healthy Dearborn

Your generous efforts to provide silly socks in
loving memory of Lexys Lamp were a huge
success! We collected 146 pairs of socks in a
variety of colors, sizes and styles. These socks
will be donated to DMC Children’s Hospital
patients by Crystal Lamp.

In the first quarter of 2016, Georgia Grovesteen and
Carla Schneider, representing Good Shepherd
United Methodist Church, attended the first
community meeting of Healthy Dearborn, a
project born out of a mandatory Community Health
Needs Assessment (CHNA) guided by Oakwood
Healthcare System. Below is a brief recap of
purpose & progress to date.

Thank you to all who contributed to this
project.

Church Office Hours Change
As a result of the
pastoral change and
the resultant
uncertainty of
schedules, effective
April 28 and until
further notice, our
church office will be
open by appointment
only. We understand
that this may create
a burden on some but we ask your
understanding and patience. Once our new
pastor, Rev. Seok Nam Lim, has arrived, office
hours will be re-addressed. Until then please
call 313-278-4350 to schedule a time to meet
with the pastor. Thank you!

Four distinct community health needs were
discovered during the CHNA process: access to
care, obesity, cardiovascular (CVD) and diabetes.
In acknowledgment of these needs, the Healthy
Dearborn initiative was created to address viable
solutions.
Healthy Dearborn is a community united to
promote a healthier tomorrow!
Our Vision: Dearborn, a thriving, diverse
community, will fully embrace a unified culture of
health where everyone enjoys whole health (mind,
body, spirit), with equal access to healthy foods,
health care, green space and opportunities for safe,
active living.
Our Mission: We will create valuable opportunities
for people in Dearborn to practice healthy lifestyles
by enriching their minds, nurturing their bodies and
revitalizing their spirit.
United under Healthy Dearborn is a cross section
of the community including leaders and
representatives from business, city, churches,
neighborhoods, researchers and schools. Goals and
objectives are part of the strategic planning and help
translate the mission and vision into reality. Five
Action Teams have been created: Healthy
Transportation, Healthy at Play; Healthy Foods;
Healthy Schools; Healthy Worksites. These action
teams meet monthly to develop and execute
specific, measurable objectives for each strategic
goal.
Every citizen is welcome and invited to participate
in creating a sustainable Healthy Dearborn.
If you’re interested, contact Carla Schneider.

Looking Forward in Worship

Message and Text
May 1
How Far will You Go? Luke 19:1-10
May 8
The Lord Prays
John 17:20-26
May 15
Burn, Baby, Burn
Acts 2:1-12
May 22
One
John 16:12-15
May 29
Guest Speaker – Ms. Nadine Johnson
Worship Leader
May 1
Sandie Post
May 8
Nancy Murdoch
May 15
Gary Atkins
May 22
Dean Lewis
May 29
Jean Mackey
Ushers
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Carla Schneider & Paula Turbett
Annie Smith & Al Costantino
Donna Eberhart & Dean Lewis
Samm Myers & David Scannell
Carla Schneider & Paula Turbett

Acolyte
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Josh Costantino
Lilly Lawson
Sabrina Perry
Josh Costantino
Lilly Lawson

Counters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Joe & Margee O’Brien & Jim Woods
David Johnson & Scott Williams
Carla Schneider & Jim Woods
Jim Woods & Sandra Lowe
Joe & Margee O’Brien & Jim Woods

Greeters
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Fred Michaelson & Pam Post
Sharon Mangan & Sally Rausch
Georgia Grovesteen & Paula Turbett
Donna Eberhart & Anita Polzin
Sharon Mangan & Sally Rausch

Communion Servers
May 1
Served During Worship
May 8
Dean & Kathy Lewis
May 15
Sandie Post & Jerrie Lynn Robinson
May 22
Jim & Jan Woods
May 29
Dean & Kathy Lewis
Nursery
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Liz Cairo & Kathy Lewis
Carolyn Costantino & Lori Lawson
Kathy Lewis & Paula Turbett
Lori Lawson & Liz Cairo

Openers
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Thomas Garrant
Alan Costantino
Bruce Coburn
Scott Williams
Thomas Garrrant

Prayer Requests
Lisa Andrews, Ali & Micah Betts,
Marg Brink, Michael Cross, Devine Family,
Griffin Family, Dorothy Grovesteen,
Helen Hosker, Robert & Kathy James,
Shirley Lantz, Lamp Family,
Delores Lebeck, Doug & Lynn Lebeck,
Aron & Danielle Lewis & Family, Elmer Lugh,
Jack & Marilyn MacTavish, Kendra Malotka,
Drew & Elizabeth McDonald,
Mesick & Hood Family, Gayle Mihalik & Family,
Bill Noble, James Oliver & Family,
Amber Przygocki & Family,
Samantha Myers & Family, Pigeon Family,
Sally Rausch, Mercedes Ruiz & Family,
Bruce & Lucy Russell, Ann Schaub,
Megan Schroeder, John Schuberg & Family,
Tim Shaw & Family, Marie Shearer,
Sandy Stassen & Family, George & Karen Stoops,
Jeremy Travis, Andrew Urban, Annette Wajda,
Nate Wilson, Larry Zimmerman
Our Home Bound
(Addresses and Phone Numbers in Current
Directory or Church Office)
Judy Barker, Anne Creek
Helen Hickey, Mary Catherine Luoma
Robert Signoretti
Our Military & Their Families
Spc. John Glasco & family
Zachary Danke, US Army

Articles for the
June Fold are due in
the office by May 16

A New Beginning
With Christ as our guide, we strive to live out our faith by serving
the spiritual and physical needs of our community and the world.
Can you recite Good Shepherd's mission by memory? Do you think about it often, or for that matter ever? At
this moment, Good Shepherd is undergoing a significant time of pastoral transition, and while it's easy to get
caught up in the busyness of to-do lists attendant with such a change, we can remain focused on what is
important by intentionally living out our mission during the transition ministry.
With Christ as our guide, we will first and foremost pray for both ministers and their families as they prepare to leave
one church and move on to another, and for our congregation. Change is scary. Most people don't like change, but as
Paul advises us in Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

We will continue to nurture and support our established ministries during this time of transition in serving the
spiritual and physical needs of our community and the world, and we will extend spiritual support to Pastor
Doug by the ways we say goodbye. It's important that we as a church, and individually, take this necessary
step in the transition process, even when it's emotionally difficult. (Remember that we're grieving the loss of
our minister.) By taking the time to let the pastor know the impact his ministry has had on us will also serve
him well as he prepares for his new beginning at Trenton Faith. If we do a good job with that, we will be in a
better place to genuinely welcome and open our hearts to Pastor Lim.
We live out our faith by surrendering our anxieties and trusting God to work through the transition process,
and through us. As we prepare for Good Shepherd's first non-native English-speaking pastor in the 21st
century, think of the changes that have occurred at this little church since its inception 157 years ago. Fred
Michaelson, one of our resident historians, reminds us of some previous transitions that must have challenged
this church. Imagine the possible outcry one hundred years ago when English started creeping into worship
experiences heretofore conducted in German; or in 1968 when the Evangelical United Brethren and the
Methodist churches merged with the EUB church on Mason becoming Good Shepherd UMC, and losing
traditions dear to its faithful in the process; or when a 28 year-old woman assumed her new appointment
here as the first female pastor in 1988, and before too long became a much-loved and respected minister; or
more recently when the overhead projection screens were installed in the sanctuary, transitioning elements of
the traditional worship service via new technology.
Just as all those "saints" persevered through those transformative times, guided by God's presence, let us
continue their work and use Pastor Lim's appointment to write a new chapter in Good Shepherd's history. Let
us embrace this time of transition, and ask ourselves how we are making disciples of Jesus Christ right now.
We have been blessed with so many opportunities to live out our mission, for God is good, all the time.

Sunday

Monday

May 1
2
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
UM Men
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am at Leon’s
Morning Worship 10:30 am
6 pm
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am
Belle Isle Adventure 12 pm
8
Mother’s Day
9
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am
Finance Meeting 11:45 am
15
16
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
Spark
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
6:30 pm
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am
Hand Bell Choir 12 pm
22
18
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
(Noisy Offering for Heifer)

29
30
God’s Love in ACTion 9:15 am Memorial
Adult Sunday Study 9:30 am
Day
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:45 am
Joy Ride
Joy Ride Prep 11:45 am
th
5 Sunday Clothing 12:00 pm

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Run for God
6:30 am

Choir 7 pm

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5
Run for God 6:30 am

6
Spaghetti Dinner
5-7 pm

7

12
Run for God 6:30 am

13

14

Run for God 7 am

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm
10

11
Run for God
6:30 am

Choir 7 pm

Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm
17
Run for God
6:30 am
VBS Planning Mtg
10:00 am
Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm
19
Run for God
6:30 am

18
Food Pantry
Prep 1 pm

20
Choir 7 pm

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm

20

21
Run for God 7 am

Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm

Monthly Food Pantry
9-11 am

21
Run for God 6:30 am

22

2
Run for God 6:30 am

28
Run for God 7 am

Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm
June 1

Run for God
6:30 am

19
Run for God 6:30 am

Redford Brightmoor
Lunch 9:30 am

Choir 7 pm

Mindful Meditation
6:15 pm
31

Run for God 7 am

Prayer Shawl Ministry
9 am
3

4
Run for God 7 am

Tai Chi 10 am
Covenant Bible Study
5:30 pm

Worship for Oakwood Common residents is on Sundays at 1 PM and for Hubbard West residents on 2nd Sundays at 4:30 PM.

Looking Forward

Graduation Sunday – June 5
If you or someone you know will be celebrating an educational
milestone this year and would like to be honored, let the office
know!
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