
Jesus came to compensate 
For all the wrongs we do. 
He came to earth to die for us, 
So we’d be born anew. 
 
"This bitter cup, let it pass from me," 
He cried, in a plaintive voice; 
"Yet not My will, but Thine be done;" 
He said, in His faithful choice. 
 
The Judas kiss would seal his fate; 
He faced a hostile crowd; 
The governor, Pilate, saw through it all; 
Jesus’ guilt he disavowed. 
 
"I wash my hands of all of this," 
Said Pilate, "Let Him be." 
But the crowd yelled "Crucify him now, 
And set Barabbas free!" 
 
Pilate yielded to their wish; 
And Jesus was led away. 
The soldiers beat him, and mocked Him, 
too, 
Yet He continued to obey. 
 
A crown of thorns lay on His head, 
As His sentence was carried out; 
His hands and feet were pierced with 
nails, 
But He did not scream or shout. 
 

 
 
"Father, forgive them for this crime; 
They know not what they do." 
He said this despite His torment, be-
cause, 
He was thinking of me and you. 
 
"It is finished," he sighed in His anguish 
and pain, 
As His body gave up to death. 
The curtain tore, and darkness fell, 
After He took His last breath. 
 
The best of the story is the very last part; 
It’s why on Easter we’re filled with pleas-
ure: 
Death could not our Savior hold; 
His power is beyond all measure. 
 
He rose from the grave, and was seen all 
around; 
Ever since, He’s inspired devotion, 
And we’ll be with Him for eternity, 
When we get our heavenly promotion. 
 
That’s why Easter is a major event: 
He suffered and died in our place. 
He rose and forgave us and loves us still, 
Our Savior of matchless grace. 
 
By Joanna Fuchs 

Sunday’s Service Topics 

April 7, 2019 

“What About Judging?” 

  Matthew 7:1-5 

April 14, 2019 

“What About the Golden Rule?” 

  Matthew 7:12 

April 18, 2019 

Maundy Thursday 

  John 13 1:17 

April 19, 2019  

Good Friday 

  Tenebrae 

April 21, 2019 

Easter 

  John 20:1-8 

April 28, 2019 

TBD 

Highlands United Methodist Church 
Your Church For Life!      April  2019 

The Easter Story 

   Sunday School  begins at 9:30 am
         Classes available for all ages  
               and interests 
  

Worship Service begins at 10:45 am 
      Traditional Service / Communion  is  the first Sunday  
            of every month 

  At Highlands United Methodist  



Pastor’s Page 
  
 What comes to mind when I 
say “Holy Week?”  We know that lit-
erally Holy Week is that week from 
Palm Sunday to Easter inclusively.   
But what does “Holy” mean in that 
case?  Often when we say “holy,” we 
mean “sacred,” which would be true.  
We certainly consider Holy Week a 
sacred time!   Or maybe holy means 
“saintly” or “spiritually pure,” which 
might be more aspirational.  Is your 
Holy Week normally “saintly” and 
“spiritually pure?”   
 
 I didn’t grow up with any 
sense of Holy Week at all.  We pretty 
much slid right from Palm Sunday 
into Easter, with little thought for 
anything important in between.  
Then somewhere along the line we 
started marking Maundy Thursday 
and telling the story of the Last Sup-
per and celebrating Communion.  
And then, some started adding the 
Good Friday story to the Maundy 
Thursday story, doing all of it in one 
service (since people won’t come out 
two nights in a row!)  Youth groups 
added Easter Sunrise and high church 
folks added Saturday night vigils.   
There are lots of pieces and lots of 
stories and each one has its place and 
deserves its focus.  But that is a lot of 
focus! 
 
 And that brings me back to 
the idea of “holy.”  I’ve read that 
originally, the term was less about 
“sacred” and more about “set aside 
for special use.”  Remembering the 
Sabbath and keeping it “holy” meant  
 
 
 

 
being clear that the Sabbath is not 
like other days.  It is set aside as a day 
for special things and special activi-
ties.    
 
 A long time ago I was leading 
the Confirmation process at Trinity in 
Beaumont, a large church with a lot 
of energetic young people.  Confirma-
tion itself was scheduled for Palm 
Sunday.  About two weeks out one of 
the girls came to me and said, “I’ve 
got a problem.  I have a soccer game 
scheduled for Palm Sunday.”  I said, 
“Well, what’s the problem?”  She 
said, “I have a SOCCER game that 
day!”  She wanted me to say, “That’s 
just fine, we’ll work out another 
plan.”  I don’t remember what hap-
pened, but I do remember the painful 
dilemma, one we all face sometimes.  
Does “set aside for special use” really 
mean “set aside until I get a better 
offer?” 
 
 So here’s the deal, Holy Week 
is coming up next week, and I hope it 
will indeed, be a “sacred time” for 
you, maybe even a “saintly” or 
“spiritually pure” time.  But in my 
mind that all starts with remembering 
that Holy Week is “holy” in that it has 
been “set aside for special use,” and 
that special use is worship.  Be with 
your church family every time you 
can! 
 
     
 Blessings!    
 

    David 

Rev. David Meeker-Williams 

 I’m thinking about those 

times in life when we get a 

fresh beginning. That’s what 

we celebrate on New Year’s, 

isn’t it?  Really, it’s a day like 

all days, and yet we think of 

it as an untrammeled new 

beginning.  

 

Sometimes we start a new 

school, or a new family or a 

new job; and it is an 

opportunity to make a fresh 

start.  It’s a “do over.”  It’s a 

sign of grace-ful new 

beginnings. 

  

We’re starting this new thing 

together here at Highlands 

UMC, and who knows what 

the future holds?  Who 

knows what tracks and sled 

marks there’ll be soon 

enough?  

  

Right now, what we have is 

a fresh field of snow, and I 

am so grateful! 



9. Which of these Easter hymns 
did Charles Wesley write?  
 
a. “Because He Lives”  
b. “Christ, Whose Glory Fills 

the Skies”  
c. “Lift High the Cross”  
d. “Sing with All the Saints in 

Glory”  
 
10. Why do some churches hold 
Easter sunrise services?  
 
a. Easter prayer vigils often 

ended as the sun rose.   
b. Three women visited the 

tomb early in the morning.  
c. Jesus is often called the 

light of the world.  
d. All of the above.  

HOLY WEEK EDITION  
1. What do palm branches  
symbolize on Palm Sunday?  
 
a. They symbolized victory in the 

Roman Empire.  
b. Palm is the Latin word for 

‘return.’  
c. Hearts of palm were considered 

‘kingly food.’  
d. All of the above.  
 
2. What was Judas paid for  
identifying Jesus to the Roman  
soldier?  
 
a. 20 pieces of gold  
b. 20 pieces of silver  
c. 30 pieces of gold  
d. 30 pieces of silver  
 
3. The Upper Room Chapel in  
Nashville displays a carved wooden 
representation of…  
 
a. The Nativity Scene  
b. The Last Supper  
c. Christ’s Crucifixion  
d. Christ’s Resurrection 
 
4. What was not said by Jesus the 
night before he died? 
 
a. “All those who use the sword 

will die by the sword.”  
b. “The spirit is eager, but the 

flesh is weak.”  
c. “Physician, heal thyself.”  
d. “Friend, do what you came to 

do. 
 

5. What are the Stations of the 
Cross?  
 
a. Place in Jerusalem where pris-

oners were sentenced  
b. Moments in Jesus’ journey from 

his trial to the tomb  
c. Officially approved places for 

crosses in churches 
 
6. What does a Tenebrae service 
consist of? 
 
a. A drama about the last seven 

words of Jesus  
b. A reenactment of the Last Sup-

per  
c. Extinguishing of candles  
d. The receiving of ashes 
 
7. What does INRI mean on a  
crucifix?  
 
a. Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Rome  
b. Nazareth, Kingdom of Jerusa-

lem  
c. Sign of the Cross  
d. Jesus the Nazarene, King of the 

Jews 
 
8. Why are eggs associated with 
Easter?  
 
a. They symbolize new life.  
b. They have a shell around the 

body inside, like the tomb of 
Jesus.  

c. They can be dyed pretty colors 
to represent the joy of Easter.  

d. All of the above.  

Answers:  
 

1. The correct answer is they were a 
symbol of victory in the Roman Empire.  
2. correct answer is 30 pieces of silver.  
3.The correct answer is The Last 
Supper.  
4. The correct answer is “Physician, 
heal thyself.”  
5. The correct answer is moments in 
Jesus’ journey from his trial to the 
tomb.  
6. The correct answer is extinguishing 
of candles.  
7. The correct answer is Jesus the 
Nazarene, King of the Jews.  
8. The correct answer is all of the 
above.  
9. The correct answer is “Christ, Whose 
Glory Fills the Skies.”  
10. The correct answer is all of the 
above 

Are you smarter than the average United Methodist? 



 
            PALM SUNDAY 
The Sunday before Easter is known as Palm Sunday or Pas-
sion Sunday. Palm Sunday marks the day Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey and the crowd watching laid palms 
and branches for him to walk on and shouted "Hosanna in 
the Highest!" 
 
It begins the series of observances focusing on the events 
of Holy Week. This Sunday is also often referred to as Pas-
sion Sunday, marking the beginning of the passion or 
suffering of Jesus leading to and including the crucifixion. 
 
In most liturgical churches Palm Sunday is celebrated by 
the blessing and distribution of Palm branches or the 
branches of other native trees representing the palm 
branches the crowd scattered in front of Jesus as he rode 
into Jerusalem. The difficulty of procuring palms in unfa-
vorable climates led to their substitution with branches of 
native trees, including box, olive, willow, and yew. The 
Sunday was often named after these substitute trees, as in 
Yew Sunday, or by the general term Branch Sunday. 
 
            MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Maundy Thursday is an alternate name for Holy Thursday, 
the first of the three days of solemn remembrance of the 
events leading up to and immediately following the cruci-
fixion of Jesus. The English word "Maundy" comes from 
the Latin mandatum, which means "commandment."  
 
As recorded in John's gospel, on his last night before his 
betrayal and arrest, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples 
and then gave them a new commandment to love one an-
other as he had loved them (John 13:34). This is why ser-
vices on this night generally include the washing of feet or 
other acts of physical care as an integral part of the cele-
bration. While John's gospel does not record the institu-
tion of the Lord's Supper among the events of this night, 
the other gospels do. Christians therefore keep this night 
with celebrations both at the basin (footwashing) and at 
the Lord's Table (Holy Communion). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            GOOD FRIDAY 
The source of our term for the Friday before Easter, 
"Good Friday," is not clear.  It may be a corruption of the 
English phrase "God's Friday," according to Professor 
Laurence Hull Stookey in Calendar: Christ's Time for the 
Church (p. 96). It is the common name for the day 
among English- and Dutch-speaking people.  
 
It is a day that proclaims God's purpose of loving and 
redeeming the world through the cross of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. It is a day that is good because God was drawing 
the world to God's self in Christ.  
 
As seen in John's gospel, particularly, God was in control. 
God was not making the best of a bad situation, but was 
working out God's intention for the world — winning 
salvation for all people. We call it "good" because we 
look backward at the crucifixion through the lens of 
Easter! 
 
           HOLY SATURDAY 
Holy Saturday, the Saturday of Holy Week, also known 
as Holy and Great Saturday, the Great Sabbath, Black 
Saturday, Joyous Saturday, or Easter Eve, is the day after 
Good Friday. It is the day before Easter and the last day 
of Holy Week in which Christians prepare for Easter. It 
commemorates the day that Jesus' body lay in the tomb 
and the Harrowing of Hell. 
 
Any Masses are severely limited; no Mass at all appears 
in the normal liturgy for this day and the chancel re-
mains stripped completely bare. Many of the churches of 
the Anglican Communion as well as Lutheran, Method-
ist, may cover their altars in black instead of being 
stripped following Maundy Thursday service. 
 
           EASTER SUNDAY 
The day in the Christian calendar that celebrates the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Easter is the most important 
day in the calendar. It is celebrated on the first Sunday 
after the full moon on or after March 21; therefore, the 
date varies from March 22 to April 25. 

  At Highlands United Methodist  



HISTORY OF EASTER  
 Easter 
Easter is a Christian holiday that celebrates the belief in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. In the New Testament of the Bible, the event is 
said to have occurred three days after Jesus was crucified by the Ro-
mans and died in roughly 30 A.D. The holiday concludes the “Passion 
of Christ,” a series of events and holidays that begins with Lent—a 40-
day period of fasting, prayer and sacrifice—and ends with Holy Week, 
which includes Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday, and Easter Sunday. Although a holiday of high religious 
significance in the Christian faith, many traditions associated with 
Easter date back to pre-Christian, pagan times. 
 
 When Is Easter?  
Easter 2019 occurs on Sunday, April 21. However, Easter falls on a 
different date each year. Easter Sunday and related celebrations, such 
as Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday, are considered “moveable 
feasts,” although, in western Christianity, which follows the Gregorian 
calendar, Easter, is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon 
on or after March 21; therefore, the date varies from March 22 to April 
25.  
In some denominations of Protestant Christianity, Easter Sunday 
marks the beginning of Eastertide, or the Easter Season. Eastertide 
ends on the 50th day after Easter, which is known as Pentecost Sun-
day. In Eastern Orthodox branches of Christianity, Easter Sunday 
serves as the start of the season of Pascha (Greek for “Easter”), which 
ends 40 days later with the holiday known as the Feast of the Ascen-
sion. 
 
Despite its significance as a Christian holy day, many of the traditions 
and symbols that play a key role in Easter observances actually have 
roots in pagan celebrations— particularly the pagan goddess Eostre 
(or Ostara), the ancient Germanic goddess of spring—and in the Jew-
ish holiday of Passover.  
 
 Religious Tradition of Easter  
The resurrection of Jesus, as described in the New Testament of the 
Bible, is essentially the foundation upon which the Christian religions 
are built. Hence, Easter is a very significant date on the Christian 
calendar. According to the New Testament, Jesus was arrested by the 
Roman authorities, essentially because he claimed to be the “Son of 
God,” although historians question this motive, with some saying that 
the Romans may have viewed him as a threat to the empire. 
 
He was sentenced to death by Pontius Pilate Pontius, the Roman 
prefect in the province of Judea from 26 to 36 A.D. Jesus’ death by 
crucifixion, marked by the Christian holiday Good Friday (the Friday 
before Easter), and subsequent resurrection three days later is said, by 
the authors of the gospels, to prove that he was the living son of God.  
 
In varying ways, all four of the gospels in the New Testament 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) state that those who believe in Je-
sus’ death and resurrection are given “the gift of eternal life,” meaning 
that those of faith will be welcomed into the “Kingdom of Heaven” 
upon their earthly death.  
 
 Passover and Easter  
Notably, Easter is also associated with the Jewish holiday of Passover, 
as well as the exodus of the Jews from Egypt, as described in the Old 
Testament. These links are clearly seen in the Last Supper, which 
occurred the night before Jesus’ arrest and the sufferings Jesus en-
dured following his arrest. The Last Supper was essentially a Passover 
feast. However, the New Testament describes it as being given new  
significance by Jesus: He identified the matzah (or bread) he shared  

 
with his 12 apostles as his “body” and the cup of wine they drank as 
his “blood.” These rituals would come to symbolize the sacrifice he 
was about to make in death, and became the basis for the Christian 
ritual of Holy Communion, which remains a fundamental part of 
Christian religious services. As Jesus’ arrest and execution were said 
to have occurred during the Jewish observance of Passover, the 
Easter holiday is often close to the former celebration on the Judeo-
Christian calendar.  
 
 Easter Traditions  
In western Christianity, including Roman Catholicism and 
Protestant denominations, the period prior to Easter holds special 
significance. This period of fasting and penitence is called Lent. It 
begins on Ash Wednesday, and lasts for 40 days (not including 
Sundays). The Sunday immediately prior to Easter is called Palm 
Sunday, and it commemorates Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, when 
followers laid palm leaves across the road to greet him. Many 
churches begin the Easter observance in the late hours of the day 
before (Holy Saturday) in a religious service called the Easter Vigil. 
In Eastern Orthodox Christianity, Easter rituals start with the Great 
Lent, which begins on Clean Monday (40 days prior to Easter, not 
including Sundays). The last week of Great Lent is referred to as 
Palm Week, and it ends with Lazarus Saturday, the day before Palm 
Sunday. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, which 
ends on Easter.  
 
 Easter Eggs  
Irrespective of denomination, there are many Easter-time traditions 
with roots that can be traced to non-Christian and even pagan or 
non-religious celebrations. Many non-Christians choose to observe 
these traditions while essentially ignoring the religious aspects of 
the celebration. Examples of non-religious Easter traditions include 
Easter eggs, and related games such as egg rolling and egg decorat-
ing. It’s believed that eggs represented fertility and birth in certain 
pagan traditions that pre-date Christianity. Egg decorating may 
have become part of the Easter celebration in a nod to the religious 
significance of Easter, i.e., Jesus’ resurrection or re-birth. Many 
people—mostly children—also participate in Easter egg “hunts,” in 
which decorated eggs are hidden.  
 
 Easter Bunny  
In some households, a character known as the Easter Bunny deliv-
ers candy and chocolate eggs to children on Easter Sunday morn-
ing. These candies often arrive in an Easter basket. The exact ori-
gins of the Easter Bunny tradition are unknown, although some 
historians believe it arrived in America with German immigrants in 
the 1700s. Rabbits are, in many cultures, known as enthusiastic 
procreators, so the arrival of baby bunnies in springtime meadows 
became associated with birth and renewal. Notably, several 
Protestant Christian denominations, including Lutherans and 
Quakers, have opted to formally abandon many Easter traditions, 
deeming them too pagan. However, many religious observers of 
Easter also include them in their celebrations. 
 
An Easter dinner of lamb also has historical roots, since a lamb was 
often used as a sacrificial animal in Jewish traditions, and lamb is 
frequently served during Passover. The phrase “lamb of God” is 
sometimes used to refer to Jesus and the sacrificial nature of his 
death. Today, Easter is a commercial event as well as a religious 
holiday, marked by high sales for greeting cards, candies (such as 
Peeps, chocolate eggs and chocolate Easter bunnies) and other 
gifts.  



A P R I L  2 0 1 9  
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

 1 
8:30 am ESL 
 
3:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 

2 
12 pm 
Rotary 
Shirley’s Team 

3 
8:30 am ESL 
 
6 pm 
Choir Practice 
 
6:30 pm  
Girl Scouts 

4 
11:30 am 
Office Angels 

5 6 
Methodist 
Meals 
 
Methodist Men’s 
Jazz Concert 

7 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
 
10:45 am Worship   
 
4 pm Joyful Noise 

8 
8:30 am ESL 
 
3:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 
 
7pm Trustees 
Meeting 

9 
12 pm 
Rotary 
Bill’s Team 

10 
8:30 am ESL 
 
6 pm 
Choir Practice 
 
6:30 pm  
Girl Scouts 

11 
11:30 am 
Office Angels 
 
5 pm Book Club 

12  13 
 
 

14 
PALM SUNDAY 

 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
 
10:45 am Worship   
 
4 pm Joyful Noise 

15 
8:30 am ESL 
 
3:30 pm Girl 
Scouts  
 
 

16 
12 pm 
Rotary 
Patsy’s Team 
 
6:30 pm 
Methodist Men 

17 
8:30 am ESL 
 
6 pm 
Choir Practice 
 
6:30 pm  
Girl Scouts 

18 
MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
 

11:30 am 
Office Angels 
 
7 pm Maundy 
Thursday Service 

19 
GOOD FRIDAY 

 
7 pm Good 
Friday Service 

20 
HOLY 

SATURDAY 
 
Methodist 
Meals 

21 
EASTER SUNDAY 

 
9 am Easter Breakfast 
 
10:45 am Easter 
Sunday Worship  
 

22 
8:30 am ESL 
 
3:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 

23 
12 pm  Rotary 
Laura’s Team 
 
 

24 
8:30 am ESL 
 
6 pm 
Choir Practice 
 
6:30 pm  
Girl Scouts 

25 
11:30 am 
Office Angels 
 
Friends Night Out 

26 27 
 

28 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
 
10:45 am Worship   
 
4 pm Joyful Noise 

29 
8:30 am ESL 
 
3:30 pm Girl 
Scouts 
 
5pm Finance 
Meeting 
 
6 pm 
Administrative 
Council Meeting 

30 
12 pm 
Rotary 
All Teams 

    



 April Birthdays 
 
Cathy Isbell   April 6 
Jenny Sanders   April 6 
Karen Chisholm   April 11 
Erin Eller Castillo   April 11 
Adrian Quintanilla  April 12 
Ramonia Williams  April 12 
Staci Guillotte   April 14 
Jimmie Harzke   April 14 
Karen Newport   April 15 
Shalom Simpson   April 23 
Bryant Balderas Jr.  April  24 
Lannie Emfinger   April 24 
Carol Miller   April 24 
Denny Roberts   April 24 
Whitney Lowery   April 25 
Rev. John Seaton   April 29 
Adam Stanley   April 29 

 
 

April Anniversaries 
 
Mary Ann & Norman Cobb      April 15 
Ramonia & Eddie Williams      April 21 

The church office is trying to update our records. If we have left your 
birthday or anniversary dates off of the newsletter please let the us know. 

Minister Schedule April 2019 

 April 7 April 14 April 21 April 28 

Ushers:  
Thresa Hester 
Scott Singleton 

Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 

Don Herman 
Cora Lynn Miller 

Denny Roberts Sharon 
Roberts 

Lay Reader:  Kenny Hebert Patti Bell Debbie Moore Crystal Wingate 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 
Debbie Moore 

Bud Yandell 
Patti Bell 

Sarah  Stanley 
Thresa Hester 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Signer:  Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Bud Yandell Sarah Stanley 

Rotary  Team:  Team Shirley Team Bill Team Patsy Team Laura 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes 

Children’s 

Church:           

Julie Gilbert 
Rae Jones 

Thresa Hester 
Dru Cox 

Felicia Burns 
Crystal Wingate 

Sandra Wingate 
Shirley Barnes 

Communion: 

Leslie McGowin 
Mary Ann Cobb 
Fred Ketchem 

N/A N/A N/A 

Easter Lilies are $10.00 each. Complete this form and 
place it in the offering plate. You can also turn-in to 

the main office or mail it before April 14, 2019. 
 
Ordered By:  

 
In Memory of: 
 

 
 
In Honor of: 
 
 
 
 
 
Total ordered:        Amount paid: 
 

Mail to: 
Highlands United Methodist Church 

107 W. Houston St.  
Highlands, TX 77562 

Or call 
281-426-3614 

H i g h l a n d s  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  



March 16, 2019     Church Communications Workshop  
 

Over twenty people were present for our first ever Church Communications 
Workshop! Our instructor was April Cranik and she came with lots of good 
ideas to inspire us and hands full of props and stickers to spur us along. 
 
As we thought about it, we realized that our church is just as awesome as we 
always thought it was, but we also realized that being awesome isn’t enough to 
draw people in and pass on the word of God to our community. Being awe-
some isn’t enough to find and help people in our community who are in need. 
 

People can’t see our awesomeness unless we show it to them. That is the 
main area we as a church need to work on. We have to get better at 
showing our community how awesome we are. We have to get better at 
communicating. Whether that is via our website, facebook, twitter, com-
munity programs, family events, flyers, invite cards, social work, volun-
teerism, or screaming from the rooftops.  
 
Highlands United Methodist Church was founded in 1917! We were the 
first church in Highlands and we haven’t stopped being THE church in 
Highlands for over 100 years. When our community thinks of us they 
think of a Fish Fry. While it is great that we are known for something, 
perhaps we would want to be known for what we do 365 days a year in-
stead of just 1.  

 
As a church we have vowed to increase our communication. People have started using the 
checking-in function on facebook on Sundays so all their friends know where they go to 
church. People have started giving out invite cards inviting people to visit. We recently had a 
free community Jazz Concert thanks to Lee College’s Thursday Night Band. We are starting to 
show our community we are here, and they are welcome!  

U p c o m i n g  Ev e n t s  

          Methodist Men’s Meeting 
 

             April 16th 6:30 pm  
 

      
 Join us for food,  

     fun and fellowship!  
  All men are welcome to come!  

 

  Highlands United Methodist  

    Palm  

Sunday 

April 14th 
10:45 am  

Maundy 

Thursday 
April 18th 
7:00 pm 

In the Fellowship 
Hall 

Good  

Friday 
April 19th 
7:00 pm 

In the Sanctuary  

Fill out the order form in bulletin to purchase Easter Lilies!  
 

Deadline  April 14th 

Easter 

Sunday 

April 21st 
9:00 am 

Breakfast served 
10:45 am 

Worship Service 

If unable to 
make it to  

Sunday  
Service, cut out 
the order form 

in this  
Newsletter and 
mail it in with 
your payment.  

All mail orders 
need to be  
received by  
April 17th. 

 

Pa s t  Ev e n t s  



 

 

  

  



 

 

Volunteer 
Opportunities  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 How you  
  can Help! 
 
Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the church  
secretary on Mondays and sends greeting cards to visitors 
and members, if needed.. 
 
Methodist Meals: Every other Saturday we cook lunch for 
around 40 community members who are shut-ins and 
deliver it to them with love. We need people willing to help 
cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most 
meals have elements such as desserts and bread that can 
be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be 
added to the Methodist Meals email list and every 2 weeks 
when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on 
the list you can bring.. 
 
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotary Club 
meets in our Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for them and 
they donate money to the church each week for use of the 
hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 
9:00 am and are out of  
 
here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that 
entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each 
team needs more help on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the 
leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just 
help out from time to time. (Denny, Shirley Barnes, Patsy, 
Laura Pledger-Kiddo) 
 
Lay Readers: Reads during the church service. This is not a 
rotating post, so try it out!  
 
Ushers: Seats visitors, helps take the offering during the 
church service, counts the attendance. Fred Ketchem makes 
this list. No rotating schedule.  
 
Alter Decorations:  
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as 
needed. Teams alternate months.  
 
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to 
sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always 
looking for more people to join their music ministries. 
Contact Karen Chisholm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Warriors: The Prayer Warriors are a group of people 
who pray for others. When an emergency prayer request 
comes in to the church office (about twice a month) an 
email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray 
for the people in need of prayer. Nothing else required, just 
a commitment to pray for others when you can. 
 
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people 
are our future and those young minds need guidance, 
nurturing and of course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann 
Cobb to find out the best way to help the children! 
 

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer 
positions, please contact the office, and we will make sure 
to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have 
business get in the way of helping sometimes, so the more 

we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to 
know what's going on so you can help when you can, call 
the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists! 

Marcelous-Williams  
 

Highlands one stop  
 

SSI/SSDI benefits 
Social Security 
Disability 
Food/Food Stamps 
Clothing Needs 
Transportation 
Housing 
Mental Health Services 
Medicaid/Medicare 

 
 

Resource Center 

 

source for assistance! 
 

Employment Resources 
Community Workshops 

 

If you are in need of 
assistance or would 

like to volunteer  
to help others,  

please call: 

Toll Free -  

 

(855) 449-1472 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Shawver Family 
Cynthia Marsh 
Stacy Tankersly 
Mary Marcum 
Chris Roberts 
Cathy Burnett 
Audrey Singleton 
Leslie Duncan 
Thresa Hester 
Jennifer Fontenot 
Pamela Gauthier 
Shirley Hebert 
Jeb Buffum 
John Deines 
Leslie Deines 
Family of Barbara Dar-
burt 
Family of Scott Wallace 
Shawver Family 
Dana Bailey 
Gladys Little 
Linda (Glady’s  
     Daughter) 
Jeanie Ressler 
Sarah Stanley 
Gladys Little 
Betty Warden 

Ida Sossamon 
Linda Watson 
Nicki’s Brother 
Kerry Alverez 
HUMC 
Ferol Ramsey 
Cora Lynn’s Sister 
Claudine Cruze 
Jimmy Rogers 
Mr. Wingate 
Shirley Barnes 
 
 
Isbell Family 
Benavidez Family 
Burnett Family 
Jimmy Harzke 
Herman Family 
Andrea Paulin 
Lisa O’Neal 
Teresa Spades 
Linda Sonnier 
Adrian Sonnier 
Susan O’Neal 
Bill O’Neal 
Sharon Roberts 
Denny Roberts 

 
Donny & Regina 
Robert & Maharia 
Donald Herman 
Joyce Holleman 
Dave Darbutt 
Melanie Donath 
Harold Smith 
Robert Martin 
Krissie Martin 
Ann McGowin 
Quinton McDaniel 
Hamp Gardner 
LaRiena Graham 
Ken Spears 
Shana Kingston 
Linda Featherston 
Sandra Wingate 
Crystal Wingate 
Mrs. Roberts 
Kenneth Kilgore 
Merline Marsh 
Louie Singleton 
Susan O’Sullivan 
James O’Sullivan 
Steven Gates 
McGowin Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rene’ Van Wave 
Kerri Almendarez 
Ruth Corley 
Malcolm Butler 
Maria Garza 
Emmaus Walks 
Flood Victims  
Felicia Burns 
Haley Burns 
Shirley Wells 
Jude Kingston 
Cathy Burnett 
Sarah Stanley 
Family of Emily Lam-
bert 
Amy Bailey 
Christie Gates 
Karen Chisholm 
Donna Weisinger 
Amy Bailey and Family 
Shirley Barnes 

People were involved in our  
hands-on-mission work with 

Joyful Noise, Methodist Meals, 
Rotary Meals, The Fish Fry, Kid’s 

Hope Fellowship & Outreach, 
Clothe a Child and more. 

 

 

     
 

 

$ 38,660.00  
 

$ 36,064.00  

Hands-On  

Missions:  

 24 

Sunday, March 3 
63 

Sunday, March 10 
97 

Sunday, March 17 
46 

Sunday, March 24 
50 

Sunday March 31 
45 

⛤ Jamie Craig 

⛤ Robert Craig 

⛤ Ty Guillotte 

⛤ Brooke Hicks 

⛤ Chris Hicks 

⛤ Dion Horton 

⛤ Jason James 

⛤ Chris Lochridge 

⛤ Nicholas O’Neal 

⛤ Travis Stanley 

⛤ Craig Stoy 

⛤ Daniel Stone 

⛤ & their families! 

Prayer  
       Requests 

   Pray for Our Church  

 

         &      
 

      Our Members  



Highlands United Methodist Church 
A Church for Life! 

107 W. Houston St.  
Highlands, TX 77562 

OFFICIAL 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

 

 

TIME SENSITIVE 
MATERIALS 

107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 

281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

     Office Hours: 

     Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

      (Closed for 1 hour  for lunch) 

     281-426-3614 

 

     Pastor: 

     Rev. David Meeker-Williams 

     pastor@highlandsmethodist.com 

 

     Director of Music Ministries: 

     Karen J Chisholm 

     281-300-1091 (cell) 

 

Administrative Assistant / Bookkeeper 

   Christie Gates 

    highlandsmethodist@gmail.com 

 

     Nursery Director: 

     Marla Stephenson 


