
 

Wo r sh ip -  10:4 5 am  
Sunday School Classes   

9:30 am  (for all ages)  

February 2019 Newsletter 

February 3rd 
What About 

Adultery? 
Matthew  
5:27-29 

February 10th 
What About 

Divorce? 
Matthew  
5:31-32 

February 17th 
What About 
Swearing?  
Matthew  
5:33-37 

February 24th 
What About 

Revenge? 
Matthew  
5:38-42 

Valentines 
Gala 

Saturday February 9th 
at 6 pm 

 



 When I was in 
seminary in Dallas I 
lived for almost 
three years in the 
home of the 
Breihan sisters.  By 
that time one of 
them had died and 
the other was in a 
nursing home and 
the family needed 
someone to “house 
sit.”   It was a huge 
yard, especially 

behind, which must have been half an acre with 
fruit trees way in the back.  I was told that the 
sisters, with their brother “Doc,” had planted 
the entire yard, so that all spring and summer 
and most of the fall there would be something 
blooming or bearing fruit.  The place had a 
neighborhood reputation for great beauty. 

 

 I got there in early January, and there wasn’t 
much to look at, mostly a lot of bare trees and 
even barer dirt.  It was a warm winter in ’86, so 
by mid-February I had planted a pretty good size 
vegetable garden.  I found myself standing out 
there one afternoon, fixin’ to do some watering 
and thinking, “I don’t have time to water 
everything, so I’ll just water the crocuses over 
here, I can see them coming up.  And I’ll water 
my vegetable garden; I planted it myself and I 
know good stuff is there.  But what about the 
rest?  Most of it looks a lot like, well, dirt!” 

 

 You see, I had heard the promise of beauty 
and good things and I had even talked with 
people who had been there and seen it.  But 

really, all I could see was dirt!  And then it hit 
me: Anybody can water the flowers!  It takes 
faith to water the dirt! 

 

 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6 
and we will spend the next forty days pointing 
toward Easter with all its great promises of new 
life.   We won’t travel alone of course, we’ll 
always be surrounded by “a great cloud of 
witnesses,” people who have been there and 
done that and known the promises fulfilled.   

 

 So wherever you are on the journey, keep the 
faith, trust the promise and keep watering the 
dirt! 

 

          Blessings, 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
P a s t o r ’ s  P a g e  



7 great ways to share God’s love this Valentine’s Day 
            By Tricia Brown 
 

Tradition holds that Saint Valentine was a Roman priest 
who was imprisoned for ministering to persecuted 
Christians and for performing wedding ceremonies for 
soldiers who weren’t supposed to marry. Today, Valentine’s 
Day is most often seen as a day to celebrate love. That’s 
great if you have a partner with whom to share a special 
date, a box of chocolates and a bunch of roses. However, it 
is a reminder to some people of what they feel is missing in 
their lives. How can you show love to your church and 
community this Valentine’s Day? 

 

Help the elderly connect. 
Use technology to connect seniors with their long-distance 
friends or relatives via FaceTime (iOS) or Tango (Android) 
video calls. Visit a senior adult Sunday school class or a 
nursing home and ask if anyone would like to make such a 
call. Show them how to get started with FaceTime or 
Tangoon  on their phones or computers or allow them to use 
yours. 

 

You also could take several widows or widowers out to 
lunch, or host a Valentine’s Day party for the senior citizens 
in your church. Encourage the children in your church to 
create valentines for the senior classes as well as for their 
own grandparents. 

 

Thank those who serve. 
Find ways to thank and minister to those who serve — the 
military, police officers, firefighters and others who help 
take care of us. You can bake cookies and take them to your 
local fire or police departments. Send a public thank you 
by writing a letter to the editor of your local newspaper. You 
can buy a meal for a serviceman or woman you may know. 
Think about people who regularly serve you without notice 
(like the police officer at your child’s school or the waitress 
at your local coffee shop). Find a special way to honor them. 
 

Consider those away from home. 
Being away from home can make Valentine’s Day 
lonely. Connect with college students in your community. 
Invite a group to come to your house for dinner or go to a 
movie together. Take bags of goodies to them on campus, or 
just send them a card. If you know deployed military men or 

women, think ahead and send them a care package. And if 
you don’t know of anyone personally, AdoptaPlatoon gives 
instructions on how to send a special Valentine’s treat to 
some of our military personnel. 
 

Remember those who are struggling. 
You probably know someone who has had a rough time 
recently. Take a meal to someone who has been struggling 
with a serious illness. Volunteer to babysit for a single mom 
who could use some time alone. Give a gift card to a family 
who has experienced financial difficulties. Help those who 
are homeless. Host a special Valentine’s Day dinner for 
them, or make bags with toiletries and special goodies. Give 
the bags to a local shelter to be distributed. Even hosting a 
churchwide blood drive can help your congregation 
remember those who are struggling by truly giving 
something  from the heart. 

 

Reach out to strangers. 
Encourage your congregation to conduct random acts of 
kindness. Pay for someone’s meal or coffee. Compliment 
the person standing in line with you. Leave an encouraging 
note on the new guy’s desk at work. Tape a dollar bill to a 
vending machine. Donate your time at a local soup kitchen 
or community center. Think about how you can make 
someone smile today. 
 

Encourage one another. 
Send flowers, candy, cards or gifts to church staff or 
volunteers. Even something small like a $5 gift card to the 
local ice cream shop can be a great way to show you care. 
Encourage church members to write cards or letters to one 
another this month. Offer a special bulletin board or table 
where members can leave and pick up “mail.” Help your 
children make thank-you valentines for their Sunday 
school teachers or nursery workers. 
 

John 13:35 says, “By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” While no one 
can do everything, the worst thing is to do nothing. February 
is the month of love. So, take a look at these ideas and think 
of some others. Find something you can do this month to 
help share the love of Christ through you. 
 
http://www.umcom.org/learn/7-great-ways-to-share-
gods-love-this-valentines-day 



 

 

1. The United Methodist Church gathers for a General Conference every 
____ years. 

a.  25 
b.  16 
c.  8 
d.  4 
 

2. General Conference is the only body that can _____. (Select all that 
apply.) 

a. set official policy 
b. speak for the denomination 
c. appoint pastors 
d. offer discounts on clerical garb 
 

3. Where do delegates come from who attend General Conference? 
(Select all that apply.) 

a.  USA 
b.  Europe 
c.  Africa 
d.  Philippines 
e.  

4. The 2020 General Conference is taking place in what city?  
a.  Rio de Janeiro 
b.  Minneapolis 
c.  Paris 
d.  Munich 
e.  

5. The total number of delegates sent to General Conference must fall 
between ___ and ____. 

a.  1 & 100 
b.  50 & 500 
c.  600 & 1000 
d.  2000 & 2500 
 

6. What city will host the first General Conference held outside the USA in 
2024? 

a.  Mexico City 
b.  Manila 
c.  Johannesburg 
d.  Heidelberg 
 

7. Where are General Conference delegates elected? 
a.  in designated church polling places 
b.  at annual conference meetings 
c.  at the previous General Conference 
d.  by letter campaigns 

 
 

Take other quizzes at www.UMC.org/quizzes  

8. Who can propose petitions and  
resolutions to be voted on at General  
Conference? (Select all that apply.) 

a.  individuals 
b.  church agencies 
c.  annual conferences 
d.  other groups within the denomination 

 

9. True or False: Bishops can vote at General Conference. 
a.  True 
b.  False 
 

10. What happens as a result of voting at General Conference? (Select all 
that apply.) 

a.  a revision of the Book of Discipline, the denomination's book of 
law 

b.  a revision of the Book of Resolutions, the denomination’s state-
ments on current social issues 

c.  the general church budget is set for the next four years. 
d.  the mission direction for the church is set for the next four years 

   

      Answers:  
 

1. General Conference convenes every 4 years  

 

2. General Conference is the only body that sets official policy and 
speaks for the denomination.  
 

3. Delegates for General Conference come from the USA, Europe, 
Africa and the Philippines.  

 

4. The 2020 General Conference will take place in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota.  

 

5. The number of delegates must be no fewer than 600 and no more 
than 1000.  

 

6. The 2024 General Conference will take place in Manila.  
 

7. Delegates are selected at annual conference meetings.  
 

8.  Individuals, agencies, annual conferences and other groups can 
propose petitions and resolutions.  

 

9. Bishops cannot vote at General Conference.  
 

10. Voting at General Conference can  
revise the Book of Discipline or the  
Book of Resolutions, set the church  
budget and mission direction.  

 



For kids of all ages!!! 

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Methodist Meals 

 

3 pm  Allie’s Baby 

Shower 

3 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship   

 

4 pm Joyful Noise 

4 

3:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

5 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Shirley’s Team 

6 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

 

7 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

8 

 

9 

6 pm  

Valentine’s  

Gala 

10 

9:30 am  

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship 
 

 

45pm Joyful Noise 

11 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

7pm Trustees 

 

 

12 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Bill’s Team 

 

7 pm  

Joyful Noise 

Praise Team at 

Highlands 

Community 

Center 

13 

8:30 am ESL 

Registration 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

14 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

Valentine’s  

Day 
 

 

15 

 

16 

Methodist Meals 

 

 

 

17 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship  

 

5pm Joyful Noise 

18 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 
 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

President’s 

Day 

19 

12 pm  Rotary 

Patsy’s Team 

 
6:30 pm 

Methodist Men 

 

 

20 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

21 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

5pm Book Club 

 

 

 

 

22 23 

 

24 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship 

 

5pm Joyful Noise  

25 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

5 pm Finance 

Meeting 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

6pm 

Administrative 

Council  

26 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Laura’s Team 

27 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

28 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

4pm Friends 

Night Out 

  

February 2019 



Minister Schedule February 2019 
 
 Feb. 3 Feb. 10 Feb. 17 Feb. 24 

Ushers:  
Mary Ann Cobb 
Fred Weisinger 

Bill O’Neal 
Susan  O’Neal 

Thresa Hester 
Scott Singleton 

Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 

Lay Reader:  Thresa Hester Shirley Painter Dru Cox Rae Jones 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 
Debbie Moore 

Bud Yandell 
Patti Bell 

Sarah Stanley 
Thresa Hester 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Signer:  Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Bud Yandell Sarah Stanley 

Rotary  
Team:  

Shirley Barnes Team Denny Team Patsy Team Laura 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes 

Children’s 
Church:           

Julie Gilbert 
Rae Jones 

Felicia Burns 
Crystal Wingate 

Sandra Wingate 
Shirley Barnes 

Thresa Hester 
Dru Cox 

Communion: 
Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 
Denny Roberts 

N/A N/A  N/A 

The church office is trying to update our records. If we have left your birthday or anniversary dates off of the 
newsletter please let the us know. 

February 5  Gabriel Zaruba 

February 9  Jacob Fontenot 

February 10 Chelsea Guillotte 

February 10 Christopher Moore 

February 18 Laura Marlin 

February 19 Jeanne Haymes 

February 20 Haley Burnes 

February 20 Bobby Joe Griffith 

February 21 Tiyonna Jack 

February 21J avon Simpson 

February 23 David Grittman 

February 24 Laura Pledger 

February 25 Mary Ann Cobb 

February 26 Wade Barnes 

January  Birthdays 





 

Fun& fellowship  

Games  &  f o o d  

 

Thursday,  Jan. 24th @ 4pm 

Methodist Men’s Meeting 

 

    Feb.19th 6:30 pm 
 

       Join us for food,  
      fun and fellowship!  

     All men are welcome  
to come!  

      Do you like to sing?  
      Join the choir! 

       Everyone is welcome. 
       Please see the Choir  
       Director, or call the  
Church     office for details. 

 Our office records are out of date and due to software   
         changes a lot of information has been lost in the 

switch. Please contact the church 
office by phone or email to update 

your information 
 

Thank you!!! 
 

281-426-3614 
highlandsmethodist@gmail.com 

     Joyful Noise &  
            Nickel Strings  
                    Praise Team 

  

       Tuesday Feb. 12th  
 

         Highlands Community Center 

at  
7 pm 

Life in fellowship with 
Jesus Christ.  Over the 
course of eight weeks 
(beginning Sunday, 

February 17th and ending Palm 
Sunday) we will learn the difference 

between guilt and shame, how to 

transform anger into constructive 
energy, discover what forgiveness is 

and is not, and explore the 
possibilities for forgive-ness and 

reconciliation for ourselves  and for 
our community of faith.   

Sundays at  3pm 

 

FREE 

CLASSE

Registration is  

February 13th 
At 8:30am  

(Must be here at 8:30am to register) 

Classes and Registration will be held at 
 

Highlands United  
Methodist Church 



Volunteers needed for Worship Service and Community Outreach  Programs  

 

Worship Service Programs need:  

 

Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter Decorators 
 
 

Community Outreach Programs need:  
 

Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise &  
Nickel Strings Praise Team,  and  Prayer Warriors. 

 
 
 

Make volunteering part of your schedule!!! 
 

Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, greet people as an Usher on Sunday mornings,  fulfill emergency prayer requests as a Prayer Warrior.  
 

There are opportunities to serve that can fit into anyone’s schedule! 
 

Some information about Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the church secretary on Mondays and sends greeting cards to visitors and mem-
bers, if needed.. 
 
Methodist Meals: Every other Saturday we cook lunch for around 40 community members who are shut-ins and deliver it to them 
with love. We need people willing to help cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most meals have elements such as 
desserts and bread that can be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be added to the Methodist Meals email list and every 
2 weeks when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on the list you can bring.  
 
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotary Club meets in our Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for them and they do-
nate money to the church each week for use of the hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 9:00 am and are out of 
here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each team needs more help 
on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just help out from time to time. (Denny, 
Shirley Barnes, Patsy, Laura Pledger-Kiddo) 
 
Lay Readers: Reads during the church service. This is not a rotating post, so try it out!  
 
Ushers: Seats visitors, helps take the offering during the church service, counts the attend-
ance. Fred Ketchem makes this list. No rotating schedule.  
 
Alter Decorations:  
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as needed. Teams alternate months.  
 
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always looking for 
more people to join their music ministries. Contact Karen Chisholm  
 
Prayer Warriors: The Prayer Warriors are a group of people who pray for others. When an emergency prayer request comes in to 
the church office (about twice a month) an email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray for the people in need of 
prayer. Nothing else required, just a commitment to pray for others when you can. 
 
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people are our future and those young minds need guidance, nurturing and of 
course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann Cobb to find out the best way to help the children! 
 
 

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer positions, please contact the office, and we will 
make sure to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have business get in the way of helping 

sometimes, so the more we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to know what's going on so 
you can help when you can, call the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists! 

 

Marcelous-Williams 
Resource Center 

 

Highlands one stop 
source for assistance! 

SSI/SSDI benefits 
Social Security Disability 
Food/Food Stamps 
Clothing Needs 
Transportation 
Housing 
Mental Health Services 
Medicaid/Medicare 

Employment Resources 
Community Workshops 

 

If you are in need of assistance or 
would like to volunteer to help 

others, please call: 
 

Toll Free - (855) 449-1472 



 

 
Randall Robertson 
Connie Hammonds 

Amy Lord 
Eric Lord 
Arthur Burns 
Diane Lemay 
Donny Herman 
Norman Cobb 
Gayle Byers 
Sherley Westbrook 
Katheryn Yandell 
Denise Reed 

Tim Reed 
Ray Segura 
Jimmy Martin 
Jared Wood 
Earline Kimble 
Family of Nancy Rhea 
Earlene Kimball 
Eleanora Richie 
Marsha Richie 
Gerald Basden 
Patti Bell 
Don Richie 
Vicky Bordeaux 
Kenneth Hebert 

Shirley Hebert 
Matthew Dorcz 
Quentin McDaniel 

Hamp Gardner 
Mary Gathright 
Family of Claudia Perry 

Shawn Rearick 
Betty Johnson 
Mr. Singleton 
Rick Welborn 
Allyn Shelton 
Chredhood 
Larry Bolton and Family 
James McGee 
Alex Shawver 
Barbara Darbutt 

Bill Riddick 
Alan Riddick 
Jeannie Ressler 
Lovie Singleton 
Martin Keefer 
Malcolm Bouge 
Ruth Corley 
Thresa Hester 
Julie Gilbert 
Tammy Hester 
Jimmy Rogers 
Claudine Cruz 
Max & Jack Buffum 
Steven Simpson 

Gail Disspayne 
Aaron Williams 
Anna Williams 

Caroline Palombo 
Johnny Buffum Family 
Diane Walters 

Margie Mitchell 
Barbara Reeves 
Robin Smith 
Margie Bouge 
Henry Stewart 
Ann McGowin 
Steve McGowin 
Lessee Taylor 
Susan O’Sullivan 
Ed Singleton 

LaRae Sanford 
Larry Smith 
Sharon Roberts 
Cindy Roberts 
Allie Ferguson 
Savanah Wilkinson 
Kacie Thompson 
Hamp Gardner  
Quinton McDaniel 
Shawver Family 
Family of Kenny 
Hardway 
Linda Little 
Cathy Burnett 

Earline Kimball 
Jeb Buffum 
John & Leslie 

Deines 
Felicia Burns 
Haley Burns 

Jacob Ratliff 
Raymond Segura 
Julie Ceilben 
Shirley Barnes 
Julie Cokinos 
Beto Castillo 
Cindy Roberts 
Malcolm Butler 
Linda Featherston 
Ruth Carley 

Jeannie Ressler 
Mr. & Mrs. Singleton 
David Lin 
Kenneth Hebert 
Shirley Hebert 
Barbara Darbutt 

Joyce Holleman 
Jennifer Fontenot 
Lovie Singleton 

Audrey Singleton 
James O’Sullivan 
Leslie Duncan 
Francis Wardlaw 
Isbell Family 
Benavidez Family 
Burnett Family 
Jimmy Harzke 
Herman Family 
Mariann Williamson 

Cathy Isbell 
Lisa O’Neal 
Teresa Spates 
Linda Sonnier 
Adrian Sonnier 

People were involved in 
our  hands-on-mission 

work with Joyful Noise, 
Methodist Meals, Rotary 
Meals, The Fish Fry, Kid’s 

Hope Fellowship & 
Outreach, Clothe a Child 

and more. 

 

 

     
 

 

$ 10,738.00  
 

$ 10,604.00  

Prayer Requests: 

Hands-On  

Missions:  

Sunday, Jan. 6 - 48 
Sunday, Jan. 13 - 59 

Sunday, Jan. 20 - 62 
Sunday, Jan. 27 - 54 

 

⛤Jamie Craig 
⛤Robert Craig 
⛤Ty Guillotte 
⛤Brooke Hicks 
⛤Chris Hicks 

⛤Dion Horton 
⛤Jason James 
⛤Chris Lochridge 
⛤Nicholas O’Neal 
⛤Travis Stanley 

⛤Craig Stoy 
⛤Daniel Stone 
⛤& their families! 

Give the gift of prayer. 
  

      A gift you can  

      always afford,  

      is always needed,  

      and never  

      goes out of style!  



 
107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

Office: 
Open:  Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

281-426-3614 

 
Pastor: 

Rev. David Meeker-Williams 
pastor@highlandsmethodist.com 

 
Director of Music Ministries: 

Karen J Chisholm 

 
Secretary / Bookkeeper 

Christie Gates 
highlandsmethodist@gmail.com 

 
Nursery Director: 
Marla Stephenson 

OFFICIAL 
CHURCH 
BUSINESS 

 
 

TIME 
SENSITIVE 

MATERIALS 


