
 

 

 

January 2019 
Newsletter 

Worship -  10:45 am  
Sunday School Classes - 9:30 am  

 (for all ages)  

January 27th 
Matthew 5:21-26 

January 20th 
Matthew 5:17-20 

January 13th 
Matthew 5:13-16 

January 6th 
Matthew 5:1-12 

Epiphany… 
Wise Men Still Seek Him! 



 

 
Rev. Zan Holmes 
was one of my 
idols before, 
during and after 
going to seminary 
in the late 80’s.  
Some of you will 
remember him as 
the dignified little 
guy with the 
booming voice 
who introduced 
and narrated each 
of the weekly 

Disciple I Bible Studies.  He was almost as 
unique of an academic as he was a powerful 
African American preacher. 

 
He taught preaching at Perkins School of 

Theology at SMU, and was famous for the 
singular question that followed each and every 
sermon preached by a student.  Nervous 
“preachers” would do their best to interpret their 
assigned text, to offer insight in as cogent, 
engaging and maybe even clever a way as 
possible.  Dr. Holmes and the class would go 
through the content and the presentation in fine 
detail and then would come THE question, 
cutting right to the heart of the matter:  “So 
what?”  That is, what difference does that make?  
Does what you have said actually matter in our 
real lives?   What do you want us to do 
differently?     

 
That question has stopped me in sermon 

preparation, sometimes late in the week.  I want 
every sermon to be faithful to the text and I 
want it to be new and fresh, to have some 
teaching moment and ideally a fun moment or 
two as well.  But the real deal comes when you 
ask the question, “So what?”   What do I want 
people to do differently? 

 

 
In a way, that’s what I hear people out 

there in the world asking as well, “So what?”  
How is your life any different from mine?  I 
can’t SEE anything different in what you do and 
what everybody else does! 

 
That’s why we’re starting this sermon 

series on the “Sermon on the Mount,” it’s all 
about “so what”!  It’s all about what Jesus 
would have us DO differently.   The problem is, 
much of what he says really is different!   
Sometimes painfully so.  This is where he talks 
about turning the other cheek, loving your 
enemies and forgiving everyone.  Last week we 
said, “What, are you crazy?”  And yet, here it is, 
the teaching of Jesus himself, direct instructions 
for people like you and me.  What are we to 
DO? 

 
We’ll be unpacking it piece by piece for 

the next thirteen Sundays, right up to Holy 
Week.   I hope you will be with us, and I hope 
we have some rich discussions along the way.   

 
     Blessings, my friends, 

 
        David 

 

So what? 
P a s t o r ’ s  Pa ge  

Sermon  
on the 

From Epiphany to Holy Week… Come 



Make Epiphany come alive with these 6 ideas 
  

Epiphany is one of the most joyous feast days in the church year 
as we celebrate the visit of the Magi and Jesus’ coming as Savior 
of all people. Because it happens 12 days after Christmas, the 
celebration can be lost in post-holiday fatigue. However, with a 
little creative thinking, this holy day can shine. Here are ideas to 
spark your Epiphany brainstorming session! 
 
1. Twelfth Night Dinner 
One of the most traditional ways to celebrate Epiphany is to 
gather for a meal, tell the story of the Magi visiting the Christ-
child and give gifts to the children. To bring the story to life, have 
some church members dress up as the Magi and recount the 
story of their journey to Bethlehem in first person while walking 
around and giving small candies or coins to the children. 
 
You might invite children to participate in a tradition from many 
parts of the world. Have them leave their shoes by the door as 
they enter — along with some grass for the wise men’s camels. 
While the children are inside, have someone remove the grass 
and replace it with wrapped candies. Remind the children to 
check their shoes for a little surprise. 
 
2. Magi Star Gazing Night 
In honor of these ancient star gazers, celebrate the season by 
following in their footsteps. Invite the telescoping community to 
set up their scopes on the church lawn and look up at the night 
sky. Many theologians and scientists believe that the star the 
Magi were tracking was actually the planet Jupiter. You can 
check this chart to see when it is visible in the night sky. To take 
this idea to the next level, try inviting a local expert to give an 
astronomy lecture highlighting upcoming astronomical events. 
 
3. King Cake Bake Sale 
A food traditionally associated with Epiphany is the King Cake 
(aka galette des Rois, Bolo Rei, Three Kings Cake, Roscón, etc.). 
Because it is made in so many different ways around the world, 
you can offer a variety of cake types in the King Cake-style. King 
Cakes are round (like a bundt cake) to symbolize a king’s crown. 
Each King Cake will contain some sort of bean or trinket (even a 
small plastic baby) to symbolize baby Jesus. Whoever receives 
the piece with the trinket gets to wear a crown and prepares the 
cake the next year. 
 
 

4. Magi Welcoming Teams 
This is one of the most common times of year for people to move 
into a new community, but because of its proximity to holidays it 
can be difficult for those people to get connected. Consider 
putting together a packet of information and local goodies and 
follow in the footsteps of the Magi, taking these gifts to new 
arrivals in your community. 
   
5. Star Singers Fundraising 
In Germany, singers holding a large star go from house to house 
singing and asking for donations for a worthy cause. You might 
take your youth choir house to house and use the tradition of 
putting money in the shoes of children as a way to raise money 
for a project, mission or ministry. 
 
6. An Epiphany Blessing of Homes and Chalking the Door 
Mark the season of Epiphany with a custom long-observed 
overseas, especially in Great Britain: a Chalking the Door Service. 
People come together in a gathering place, whether it be a home, 
hospital, church or workplace, to mark doors with chalk, inviting 
God’s presence and blessings on the physical space and the 
people within it. Further details about the service, including 
special liturgy in remembrance of the three Magi, are provided by 
Discipleship Ministries. 
 
However you choose to celebrate Epiphany, we hope that your 
church will be a light in your community reaching out to all 
people with the grace of Christ. 

 
http://www.umcom.org/learn/make-epiphany-come-alive
-with-these-6-ideas 
 
Written by: Jeremy of Christ UMC in Mobile, Al. 
Check  out his other writings at JeremyWords.com   



 

1. What is the title of Charles Wesley’s first collection of 18 Advent and 
Christmas hymns?  

a. Songs to Sing at Christmas  
b. Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord  
c. Sacred Music for the Stable  
d. Singing with St. Nicholas  
 

2. The final scene in “A Charlie Brown Christmas” shows the Peanuts 
gang singing which Charles Wesley hymn?  

a. “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  
b. “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”  
c. “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  
d. “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus”  

 

3. There are 49 hymns in the United Methodist Hymnal written by 
Charles Wesley, but only two are about Advent/Christmas.  

a. True  
b. False  

 

4. Charles Wesley’s Advent hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” is 
about…  

a. Looking for the presence of Christ in our lives  
b. Singing a prayer of freedom from our sins  
c. Sharing God’s love with all whom we meet  
d. All of the above  

 

5. Charles’ original first line for “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” was 
“Hark, how all the welkin rings.” What is a welkin?  

a. The noise sheep make  
b. English Christmas pudding  
c. One of Santa’s helpers  
d. The sky  

 

6. One of the “O Antiphons” sung in the ninth century, this Advent hymn 
is still popular today.  

a. “O Holy Night”  
b. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
c. “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  
d. “O Word of God Incarnate”  

 

7. Though not in today’s United Methodist Hymnal, John Wesley consid-
ered this to be the best hymn in Charles’ Christmas collection.  

a. “Joy to the World”  
b. “White Christmas”  
c. “All Glory to God in the Sky”  
d. “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”  

 

8. What is the first line of the third verse of “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing”?  

a. “How can he save us, how can he help us”  
b. “No more let sins and sorrows grow”  
c. “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!”  
d. “Frosty the Snowman knew the sun was hot that day”  

 
 

Take other quizzes at www.UMC.org/quizzes  
 
 

9. This beautiful hymn is said to have been sung by English and German 
soldiers together in the Christmas truce of 1914.  

a. “Silent Night”  
b. “Let There Be Peace on Earth”  
c. “Santa Claus is Coming to Town”  
d. “In the Bleak Midwinter”  

 

10. John Wesley’s “Directions for Singing” included which of these in-
structions?  

a. “Sing lustily and with a good courage”  
b. “Sing modestly”  
c. “Above all, sing spiritually”  
d. All of the above  
 

Take other quizzes at www.UMC.org/quizzes  
       

      Answers:  
 

1. What is the title of Charles Wesley’s first collection of 18 Advent 
and Christmas hymns? Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord, which was 
published in London in 1745.  

 

2. The final scene in “A Charlie Brown Christmas” shows the Peanuts 
gang singing which Charles Wesley hymn? “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing,” first published under the title “Hymn for Christmas Day.”  

 

3. There are 49 hymns in the United Methodist Hymnal written by 
Charles Wesley, but only two are about Advent/Christmas. True or 
false? true. “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” and “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing” are Charles’ only Advent / Christmas songs in 
the hymnal.  

 

4. Charles Wesley’s Advent hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Je-
sus” is about… all of the above.  

 

5. Charles’ original first line for “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” was 
“Hark, how all the welkin rings.” What is a welkin? sky, where the 
angels were singing to herald the birth of our Savior.  

 

6. One of the “O Antiphons” sung in the ninth century, this Advent 
hymn is still popular today. “O Come, O Come, Emanuel.”  

 

7. Though not in today’s United Methodist Hymnal, John Wesley 
considered this to be the best hymn in Charles’ Christmas collection. 
“All Glory to God in the Sky,” which John loved because it encour-
ages us to surrender control of our lives and allow the love of Christ 
to rule in our hearts.  

 

8. What is the first line of the third verse of “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing”? “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!”  

 

9. This beautiful hymn is said to have been sung by English and 
German soldiers in the Christmas truce of 1914. “Silent Night,” writ-
ten by Josef Mohr and put to music by Franz Gruber in 1818.  

 

10. John Wesley’s “Directions for Singing” included which of these 
instructions? all of the above. Wesley included his “Directions for 
Singing” in his book “Select Hymns,” first published in 1761.  

 

 



For kids of all ages!!! 

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

3 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

4 5 

Methodist Meals 

Brenda 

 

6 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship  

Epiphany Sunday 

 

4 pm Joyful Noise 

7 

3:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

8 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Shirley’s Team 

9 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

 

10 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

9:30 am  

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship 
 

 

45pm Joyful Noise 

14 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

7pm Trustees 

 

 

15 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Bill’s Team 

 

6:30 Methodist 

Men 

 

 

16 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

17 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

 

18 

 

19 

Methodist Meals 

Mary Ann Cobb 

 

 

20 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship  

 

5pm Joyful Noise 

21 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 
 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

22 

12 pm  Rotary 

Patsy’s Team 

 

6 pm 

Administrative 

Council 

 
6:30 pm 

Methodist Men 

 

 

23 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

24 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

4pm Friends 

Night Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 26 

 

27 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship 

 

5pm Joyful Noise  

28 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

6pm 

Administrative 

Council  

29 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Laura’s Team 

30 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

31 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

  

Ja n ua ry  20 1 9  



Minister Schedule January 2019 
 
 

Jan. 6th Jan. 13th Jan. 20th Jan. 27th 

Ushers:  
Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 

Don Herman 
Cora Lynn Miller 

Denny Roberts 
Sharon Roberts 

Leslie McGowin 
Fred Ketchem 

Lay Reader:  Fred Weisinger Ramonia Williams Sandra Wingate Amy Bailey 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 
Debbie Moore 

Bud Yandell 
Patti Bell 

Sarah Stanley 
Thresa Hester 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Signer:  Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Bud Yandell Sarah Stanley 

Rotary  
Team:  

Shirley Barnes Team Denny Team Patsy Team Laura 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes 

Children’s 
Church:           

Felicia Burns 
Crystal Wingate 

Sandra Wingate 
Shirley Barnes 

Thresa Hester 
Dru Cox 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Barbara Reeves 

Communion: 
Fred Ketchem 
Julie Gilbert 
Rae Jones 

N/A N/A N/A 

Fred Ketchem   Jan. 1 
Shirley Barnes   Jan. 3  
Autumn Zaruba  Jan. 11  
Don Henrichsen  Jan. 16  
Melissa Griffin   Jan. 19  
Jacob Bridwell   Jan. 20  

Timothy Bryant  Jan. 21  
Andrew Davis   Jan. 22  
De De Griffith   Jan. 22  
Brett Underwood  Jan. 23  
Savannah Stanley Jan. 27  
Cynthia Creel   Jan. 27 

Leslie McGowin  Jan. 27 
Leah Williams   Jan. 27 
Jordan Gates   Jan. 29 
Clyde Yandell   Jan. 30  
Scott Nowell    Jan. 30 
Yasuko Stanley   Jan. 31  

The church office is trying to update our records. If we have left your birthday or anniversary dates off of the 
newsletter please let the us know. 





 

 

Thursday,  Jan. 24th @ 4pm 

Methodist Men’s Meeting 

 

    Jan.15th 6:30 pm  
 

       Join us for food,  
      fun and fellowship!  

     All men are welcome  
to come!  

      Do you like to sing?  
      Join the choir! 

       Everyone is welcome. 
       Please see the Choir  

       Director, Karen Chisholm, 
        or call the Church office 

       for details. 

Thank you to everyone who  has 
contributed  to the Memorial Fund! 

 

No more uneven cooking in our kitchen! We were 

gifted with a new commercial oven to keep all the 

baked goodies rolling throughout the year. 
 

 

All the teams who cook for Methodist Meals on 

Wheels and for the Highlands Rotary are excited  

about the new split door oven they get to use. 

 Our office records are out of date and due to software   
         changes a lot of information has been lost in the 

switch. Please contact the church 
office by phone or email to update 

your information 
 

Thank you!!! 
 

281-426-3614 
highlandsmethodist@gmail.com 

            Tuesday  
         Feb. 12th  
         Highlands Community Center 

at  
7 pm 



Volunteers needed for Worship Service and Community Outreach  Programs  

 

Worship Service Programs need:  

 

Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter Decorators 
 
 

Community Outreach Programs need:  
 

Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise &  
Nickel Strings Praise Team,  and  Prayer Warriors. 

 
 
 

Make volunteering part of your schedule!!! 
 

Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, greet people as an Usher on Sunday mornings,  fulfill emergency prayer requests as a Prayer Warrior.  
 

There are opportunities to serve that can fit into anyone’s schedule! 
 

Some information about Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the church secretary on Mondays and sends greeting cards to visitors and mem-
bers, if needed.. 
 
Methodist Meals: Every other Saturday we cook lunch for around 40 community members who are shut-ins and deliver it to them 
with love. We need people willing to help cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most meals have elements such as 
desserts and bread that can be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be added to the Methodist Meals email list and every 
2 weeks when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on the list you can bring.  
 
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotary Club meets in our Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for them and they do-
nate money to the church each week for use of the hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 9:00 am and are out of 
here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each team needs more help 
on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just help out from time to time. (Denny, 
Shirley Barnes, Patsy, Laura Pledger-Kiddo) 
 
Lay Readers: Reads during the church service. This is not a rotating post, so try it out!  
 
Ushers: Seats visitors, helps take the offering during the church service, counts the attend-
ance. Fred Ketchem makes this list. No rotating schedule.  
 
Alter Decorations:  
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as needed. Teams alternate months.  
 
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always looking for 
more people to join their music ministries. Contact Karen Chisholm  
 
Prayer Warriors: The Prayer Warriors are a group of people who pray for others. When an emergency prayer request comes in to 
the church office (about twice a month) an email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray for the people in need of 
prayer. Nothing else required, just a commitment to pray for others when you can. 
 
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people are our future and those young minds need guidance, nurturing and of 
course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann Cobb to find out the best way to help the children! 
 
Kids Hope: A National program for at risk youth. Mentors meet with their students for an hour (-ish) of life together every week at 
school, during school hours. They engage in relationship building activities, with time spent on academics, fun activities, and life 
skills. You don’t have to have a degree, just an open heart and a willingness change someone's life as they change yours. Does re-
quire a background check. Check with Diane Walters for more details. 
 

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer positions, please contact the office, and we will 
make sure to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have business get in the way of helping 

sometimes, so the more we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to know what's going on so 
you can help when you can, call the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists! 

 

Marcelous-Williams 
Resource Center 

 

Highlands one stop 
source for assistance! 

SSI/SSDI benefits 
Social Security Disability 
Food/Food Stamps 
Clothing Needs 
Transportation 
Housing 
Mental Health Services 
Medicaid/Medicare 

Employment Resources 
Community Workshops 

 

If you are in need of assistance or 
would like to volunteer to help 

others, please call: 
 

Toll Free - (855) 449-1472 



 

Arthur Burns 
Crystal Wingate 
Sandra Denison 
Colt Allen 
Family of Lori Mullens 
Gwendolyn Wingate 
Theresa Kloesel 
Lucy Rouse 
Joyce Phillips 
Susan O’Neal 
Nelda Holleman 
Family of Gene Walters 
Family of Margie 
Nicholson 
Lisa Reeves 
Terry Bridwell 
McCain Family 
Gay Price 
Angie Thomas 
Cindy Roberts 
Eddie Williams 
Ramonia William 
Mr. & Mrs. Singleton 
Mary Ann Cobb 
Wade Barnes 
Tammy Youngblood 
Spangler Family 
Allie Ferguson 
Nelda Majors 
Shane  O. 

Kathy Mercer 
Lorie Gardner 
Shawn Rearick 
Joan Carpenter 
Edwina Bell 
Tanya Semper 
D’Ann Dirden 
Marcellous-Williams 
Resource Center 
Joyce Holleman 
Mary Pledger 
Carol Gardner 
Vanessa McClain 
Cathy Burnett 
Connie Gibson 
Denny Roberts 
G. T. Hampton 
Jeanne Roberts 
Wyatt Family 
Barbara Reeves 
Lauren Stavinoha 
Ann McGowin 
Steve McGowin 
Gladys Little 
Jacob Ratliff 
Family of Lori  
     Mullens 
Family of Ory  
     Sanford 
LaRae Sanford 

Haley Burns 
Felicia Burns 
Allie Anders 
Marilyn Ponds 
Nancy Lowe 
Steven Gates 
Larry Bolton and Family 
Margie Bouge 
Ray Segura 
Mary Gathright 
Becky and Gary Hugot 
Allie Ferguson 
Diane Walters 
Katy Baranek 
Alex Shawver 
Ricky & Melissa Powel 
Brenda Kay 
James O’Sullican 
Denise Reed 
Tim Reed 
Paul Sonnier Jr. 
Mary Rosa Family 
Kim Coleman 
Tammy Jolley 
Cathy Burnett 
Earline Kimball 
Katrina Rossow 
Connie Curry 
Jimmy Rogers 
Claudine Cruze 

Robert La Coure 
Shawn Rearick 
Whitney Lowery 
Eleanora Richie 
Marsha Richie 
Gerald Basden 
Patti Bell 
Crystal Wingate 
Debbie Moore 
Teria 
Marlene Williamson 
DeeAnn Eller 
Nahum’s Family 
Kenneth Hebert 
Shirley Hebert 
Margie Bouge 
Jeannie Ressler 
Malcolm Butler 
Norman Cobb 
Jimmy Martin 

Bill Donath 
Angie Donath 
Isbell Family 
Benavidez Family 
Burnett Family 
Jimmy Harzke 
Herman Family 
Mariann Williamson 
Teresa Spates 
Linda Sonnier 
Adrian Sonnier 
Shirley Westbrook 
Pastor David 
Family of David Mitchell 
Vicki Bordeaux 
Tammy Ford 
Kim Coleman 
Matthew Dorcz 
Quentin McDaniel 
Dana Bailey 

People were involved in 
our  hands-on-mission 

work with Joyful Noise, 
Methodist Meals, Rotary 
Meals, The Fish Fry, Kid’s 

Hope Fellowship & 

Outreach, Clothe a Child 
and more. 

 

 

     

 

 

$ 162,875.86  
 

$ 160,151.63  

 

Prayer Requests: 

Hands-On  

Missions:    
 

   48 
Sunday, Dec. 2 - 60 
Sunday, Dec. 9 - 50 

Sunday, Dec. 16 - 110 

Sunday, Dec. 23 - 160 
Sunday, Dec. 30 - 42 

 

⛤Jamie Craig 
⛤Robert Craig 
⛤Ty Guillotte 
⛤Brooke Hicks 
⛤Chris Hicks 

⛤Dion Horton 
⛤Jason James 
⛤Chris Lochridge 
⛤Nicholas O’Neal 
⛤Travis Stanley 

⛤Craig Stoy 
⛤Daniel Stone 
⛤& their families! 

Give the gift of prayer. 
  

      A gift you can  

      always afford,  

      is always needed,  

      and never  

      goes out of style!  



 
107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

Office: 
Open:  Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

281-426-3614 

 
Pastor: 

Rev. David Meeker-Williams 
pastor@highlandsmethodist.com 

 
Director of Music Ministries: 

Karen J Chisholm 
281-300-1091 (cell) 

 
Secretary / Bookkeeper 

Christie Gates 
christiegates@comcast.net 

 
Nursery Director: 
Marla Stephenson 

OFFICIAL 
CHURCH 
BUSINESS 

 
 

TIME 
SENSITIVE 

MATERIALS 


