
 

Worship -  10:45 am  
Sunday School Classes - 9:30 am  

 (for all ages)  

 

December 2018  Newsletter 

Dec. 24th 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 

and Communion 

Dec. 16th 
“The Star Still 

Shines” - Cantata 

Dec. 9th 
“Fixin’ to Have 

Christmas” 

Dec. 2nd 
“Fig Leaves in Winter 

Dec. 23rd 
“Love Changes 

Everything” 



 

Well, it ’s started 
again.  The lady 
across the street 
got her outdoor 
Christmas lights up 
the day after 
Halloween.  We 
usually get going 
Thanksgiving 
weekend.  We ’ve 
got the wreaths up 
on the doors, the 
tree up and lit but 
not decorated, and 
all the STUFF at 

least located.  Lots of serious work to do this 
weekend, inside and out.  Here ’s the thing: I 
love it!  I love all the STUFF!  I love the 
decorating.  I love the shopping.  I love the 
whole process that is Christmas!  
 
 And I love the faith part, too.  Worship is 
always a little warmer during Advent.  I love 
singing carols and smelling greenery and seeing 
all the lights and the poinsettias.  I especially 
love Christmas Eve and candles and “Silent 
Night.”  There have been years when Marilyn 
and I have done six or eight services between us, 
and then gotten home about one to start on the 
family things.   
 
 Things are changing though.  We don’t have 
open houses or parties for our church staffs at 
the parsonage, only partly because we don ’t 
have a parsonage.  I don ’t hang the high-up 
outdoor lights anymore and our kids are 
developing their own traditions and celebrations 
with their kids at their own homes.  Less baking.  
Less shopping.  Less frantic rushing.  Things are 
certainly changing, but then, that ’s what things 
do.   
 
 So I’m thinking that Christmas and the 
Christmas season mean many things to many 
people.  Some of us are in the kids and mayhem 

stage and that is special and has its own charm.  
Some of us are in the entertaining and making it 
happen for others stage.  Some of us have 
grandkids we’ll see and celebrate with.  And for 
some of us Christmas has become much quieter, 
the “mayhem” only a memory, maybe even a 
lonely time or a grieving time.   
 
 In the midst of all that, however Christmas 
comes to you, I wish for you three things:  
 

 I wish for you a moment of quiet and 
peace, a moment to breathe deeply of the 
goodness of it all.  

 

 I wish for you a worshipful time with your 
church family.  

 

 I wish for you the sure and certain sense 
that “…silently, how silently, the 
wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to 
human hearts the blessings of his 
heaven.”    

 
Blessings to your this wondrous season,  

 

 

Pastor’s 
Page 



 
Methodist Men’s Meeting 

 

 Dec. 18th  6:30 pm  
 

       Join us for food,  
      fun and fellowship!  

     All men are welcome  
to come!  

 

December 1st @ 9 am  

 

Come join in the fun and be a part of this 
very special event Everyone is welcome to 
come help decorate in honor of the season! 

 
 

 

 
Christmas Cantata  

Dec. 16, 2018 at 10:45 am 

Chruchwide Christmas 
Luncheon! 

 

Sunday Dec.16,  after worship 
 

  In the Fellowship Hall 
 

Everyone’s  
invited! 

Come check out the 
Methodist Men’s  
Rummage Sale! 

 
 

December 8th at 8am 

 
 

If you would like to make a donation, please 
bring th donations to the church by 3 pm on 
Dec. 6th. If you need to make other arrange-

ments please call the church office. 



 

Understanding Advent 
 

When: Advent marks the beginning of the church year. It begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on 
Christmas Eve .  
 

What: Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning "coming." It is a season to prepare for the 
coming of Christ in various meanings: the promised coming of the Messiah to the Jews, the coming of Jesus 
being born in Bethlehem, the promised return of the risen Christ in final victory, and the continual coming of 
Christ into the lives and hearts of believers. 
 

Liturgical Context: Advent, which marks the beginning of the liturgical year, is part of the cycle of 
seasons that includes Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, all related in some fashion to the coming of Jesus. 
That cycle is followed by Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and the long Pentecost season. 
 

History: Advent began in France in the fourth century. In various times and locations of the church, it has 
been observed for three, four, and six weeks leading to Christmas. Some churches today are experimenting 
with incorporating Advent themes and symbols in worship during the weeks prior to the actual start of Advent 
in the hope that they can avoid the conflict of Advent versus Christmas observance during the immediate 
weeks prior to Christmas. 
 

Color: The color for Advent has traditionally been purple. Some churches have adopted blue for Advent. In 
practice, however, as churches increasingly incorporate the symbols and decorations of Christmas during 
Advent, more and more we see red, green, and gold appearing. The United Methodist Book of Worship 
upholds the traditional color of purple for Advent, signifying penitence and royalty, but also allows blue, the 
color of hope. 
 

Symbols: Chrismon tree with its white monograms, the Jesse tree, Advent calendars, trumpets (for Isaiah), 
the messianic rose, star of Jacob, and fleur-de-lis. Modern innovation includes the use of an Advent wreath 
with four candles and themes around hope-peace-love-joy, John-Elizabeth-Joseph-Mary, or some other 
pattern. 
 
Our Book of Worship (page 238) calls for the following themes for the Sundays of Advent: 
 
First Sunday: the final return of Christ in victory; the Second Coming 
Second and Third Sundays: John the Baptist, his role, his words, his teachings 
Fourth Sunday: the events immediately preceding Jesus' birth 
 
During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. We remember the longing of Jews for a 
Messiah and our own longing for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. Even as we look 
back and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward anticipating the 
second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his first coming.  



 

 
 

 
1. True or False: Like the 40 days of Lent, Advent is a fixed 
number of days before Christmas.  

a. True  
b. False  

 
2. One of the Wise Men gave the gift of myrrh, which is...  

a. Middle Eastern money  
b. A brewed drink  
c. An easily shaped metal  
d. A perfume  
e. Rare, expensive food  

 
3. What is a traditional living Nativity celebration called in 
Mexico?  

a. Feliz Navidad  
b. Las Posadas Nochebuena  
c. All of the above  
d. None of the above  

 
4. Which of these Advent hymns was written by Charles Wes-
ley?  

a. Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
b. Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  
c. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
d. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  

 
5. Why did Joseph not divorce Mary after he found out she was 
pregnant?  

a. Divorces 2,000 years ago were very expensive  
b. An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream  
c. He didn’t want to lose the dowry  
d. All of the above  
e. None of the above  

 
6. What happened in December of 1914?  

a. The first living Nativity scene was enacted  
b. Macy’s held the first Christmas Parade featuring Santa 

Claus  
c. A ‘Christmas truce’ went into effect between British and 

German soldiers  
d. A Canadian inventor broadcast the first radio program, 

which included the carol “O Holy Night”  
e. Hallmark released its first series of holiday cards  

 
7. Which historic period(s) mention fruitcake?  

a. Ancient Egypt  
b. Roman Empire  
c. Middle Ages  
d. Victorian England  
e. All of the above  

 
8. Who originated Watch Night services?  

a. John the Baptist  
b. Martin Luther King  
c. Henry VIII  
d. John Wesley  
e. President William McKinley  

 
9. What was the shepherds’ first reaction when an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them?  

a. They began dancing with joy  
b. They ignored the angels because they were tired  
c. They were terrified  
d. All of the above  
e. None of the above  

 

 
 
 

 
 
10. According to tradition, approximately how far did Mary 
travel to visit Elizabeth?  

a. 10 miles  
b. 50 miles  
c. 100 miles  

d. 500 miles  
 

       

      Answers:  
 
1. True or False: Like the 40 days of Lent, Advent is a 
fixed number of days before Christmas. False  
 
2. One of the Wise Men gave the gift of myrrh, which 
is... A perfume  
 
3. What is a traditional living Nativity celebration called 
in Mexico? Las Posadas  
 
4. Which of the following Advent hymns was written by 
Charles Wesley? Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  
 
5. Why did Joseph not divorce Mary after he found out 
she was pregnant? An angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream  
 
6. What happened in December of 1914? A ‘Christmas 
truce’ went into effect between British and German sol-
diers  
 
7. Which historic period(s) mention fruitcake? All of the 
above  
 
8. Who originated Watch Night services? John Wesley  
 
9. What was the shepherds’ first reaction when an angel 
of the Lord appeared to them? They were terrified  
 
10. According to tradition, approximately how far did 
Mary travel to visit Elizabeth? 100 miles  



 C hristmas is both a sacred 
religious holiday and a 

worldwide cultural and commercial 
phenomenon. For two millennia, peo-
ple around the world have been ob-
serving it with traditions and practices 
that are both religious and secular in 
nature. Christians celebrate Christmas 
Day as the anniversary of the birth of 
Jesus of Nazareth, a spiritual leader 
whose teachings form the basis of 
their religion. Popular customs include 
exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas 
trees, attending church, sharing meals 
with family and friends and, of course, 
waiting for Santa Claus to arrive. De-
cember 25–Christmas Day–has been 
a federal holiday in the United States 
since 1870. 
 
An Ancient Holiday 
  
 The middle of winter has long been 
a time of celebration around the world. 
Centuries before the arrival of Jesus, 
early Europeans celebrated light and 
birth in the darkest days of winter. 
Many peoples rejoiced during the win-
ter solstice, when the worst of the win-
ter was behind them and they could 
look forward to longer days and ex-
tended hours of sunlight. 
 
 In Scandinavia, the Norse celebrat-
ed Yule from December 21, the winter 
solstice, through January. In recogni-
tion of the return of the sun, fathers 
and sons would bring home large logs, 
which they would set on fire. The peo-
ple would feast until the log burned 
out, which could take as many as 12 
days. The Norse believed that each 
spark from the fire represented a new 
pig or calf that would be born during 
the coming year. 
The end of December was a perfect 
time for celebration in most areas of 
Europe. At that time of year, most cat-
tle were slaughtered so they would not 
have to be fed during the winter. For 
many, it was the only time of year 
when they had a supply of fresh meat. 
In addition, most wine and beer made 
during the year was finally fermented 
and ready for drinking. 
 
  

  
 In Germany, people honored the 
pagan god Oden during the mid-winter 
holiday. Germans were terrified of 
Oden, as they believed he made noc-
turnal flights through the sky to ob-
serve his people, and then decide who 
would prosper or perish. Because of  
his presence, many people chose to 
stay inside. 
 
Saturnalia 
 
 In Rome, where winters were not 
as harsh as those in the far north, Sat-
urnalia—a holiday in honor of Saturn, 
the god of agriculture—was celebrat-
ed. Beginning in the week leading up 
to the winter solstice and continuing for 
a full month, Saturnalia was a hedonis-
tic time, when food and drink were 
plentiful and the normal Roman social 
order was turned upside down. For a 
month, slaves would become masters. 
Peasants were in command of the city. 
Business and schools were closed so 
that everyone could join in the fun. 
 
 Also around the time of the winter 
solstice, Romans observed Juvenalia, 
a feast honoring the children of Rome. 
In addition, members of the upper 
classes often celebrated the birthday 
of Mithra, the god of the unconquera-
ble sun, on December 25. It was be-
lieved that Mithra, an infant god, was 
born of a rock. For some Romans, 
Mithra’s birthday was the most sacred 
day of the year. 
 
 In the early years of Christianity, 
Easter was the main holiday; the birth 
of Jesus was not celebrated. In the 
fourth century, church officials decided 
to institute the birth of Jesus as a holi-
day. Unfortunately, the Bible does not 
mention date for his birth (a fact Puri-
tans later pointed out in order to deny 
the legitimacy of the celebration). Alt-
hough some evidence suggests that 
his birth may have occurred in the 
spring (why would shepherds be herd-
ing in the middle of winter?), Pope Jul-
ius I chose December 25. It is com-
monly believed that the church chose  
this date in an effort to adopt and ab-
sorb the traditions of the pagan Satur-
nalia festival.  

  
 First called the Feast of the Nativity, 
the custom spread to Egypt by 432 
and to England by the end of the sixth 
century. By the end of the eighth cen-
tury, the celebration of Christmas had 
spread all the way to Scandinavia. To-
day, in the Greek and Russian ortho-
dox churches, Christmas is celebrated 
13 days after the 25th, which is also 
referred to as the Epiphany or Three 
Kings Day. This is the day it is be-
lieved that the three wise men finally 
found  
 
Jesus in the manger. 
 
 By holding Christmas at the same 
time as traditional winter solstice festi-
vals, church leaders increased the 
chances that Christmas would be pop-
ularly embraced, but gave up the abil-
ity to dictate how it was celebrated.  
 
 By the Middle Ages, Christianity 
had, for the most part, replaced pagan 
religion. On Christmas, believers at-
tended church, then celebrated rau-
cously in a drunken, carnival-like at-
mosphere similar to today’s Mardi 
Gras. Each year, a beggar or student 
would be crowned the “lord of misrule” 
and eager celebrants played the part 
of his subjects. The poor would go to 
the houses of the rich and demand 
their best food and drink. If owners 
failed to comply, their visitors would 
most likely terrorize them with mis-
chief. Christmas became the time of 
year when the upper classes could 
repay their real or imagined “debt” to 
society by entertaining less fortunate 
citizens. 



An Outlaw Christmas 
  
 In the early 17th century, a wave of 
religious reform changed the way 
Christmas was celebrated in Europe. 
When Oliver Cromwell and his Puritan 
forces took over England in 1645, they 
vowed to rid England of decadence 
and, as part of their effort, cancelled 
Christmas. By popular demand, 
Charles II was restored to the throne 
and, with him, came the return of the 
popular holiday. 
 
 The pilgrims, English separatists 
that came to America in 1620, were 
even more orthodox in their Puritan 
beliefs than Cromwell. As a result, 
Christmas was not a holiday in early 
America. From 1659 to 1681, the cele-
bration of Christmas was actually out-
lawed in Boston. Anyone exhibiting the 
Christmas spirit was fined five shil-
lings. By contrast, in the Jamestown 
settlement, Captain John 
Smith reported that Christmas was 
enjoyed by all and passed without inci-
dent. 
After the American Revolution, English 
customs fell out of favor, including 
Christmas. In fact, Christmas wasn’t 
declared a federal holiday until June 
26, 1870. 
 
Irving Reinvents Christmas 
 
 It wasn’t until the 19th century that 
Americans began to embrace Christ-
mas. Americans re-invented Christ-
mas, and changed it from a raucous 
carnival holiday into a family-centered 
day of peace and nostalgia. But what 
about the 1800s peaked American in-
terest in the holiday? 
 
 The early 19th century was a peri-
od of class conflict and turmoil. During 
this time, unemployment was high and 
gang rioting by the disenchanted clas-
ses often occurred during the Christ-
mas season. In 1828, the New 
York city council instituted the city’s 
first police force in response to a 
Christmas riot. This catalyzed certain 
members of the upper classes to begin 
to change the way Christmas was cel-
ebrated in America. 
  

 
In 1819, best-selling author Washing-
ton Irving wrote The Sketchbook of 
Geoffrey Crayon, gent., a series of 
stories about the celebration of Christ-
mas in an English manor house. The  
sketches feature a squire who invited 
the peasants into his home for the holi-
day. In contrast to the problems faced 
in American society, the two groups 
mingled effortlessly. In Irving’s mind, 
Christmas should be a peaceful, warm
-hearted holiday bringing groups to-
gether across lines of wealth or social 
status. Irving’s fictitious celebrants en-
joyed “ancient customs,” including the 
crowning of a Lord of Misrule. Irving’s 
book, however, was not based on any 
holiday celebration he had attended – 
in fact, many historians say that Ir-
ving’s account actually “invented” tradi-
tion by implying that it described the 
true customs of the season. 
 
A Christmas Carol 
 
 Also around this time, English au-
thor Charles Dickens created the clas-
sic holiday tale, A Christmas Carol. 
The story’s message-the importance of 
charity and good will towards all hu-
mankind-struck a powerful chord in the 
United States and England and 
showed members of Victorian society 
the benefits of celebrating the holiday. 
The family was also becoming less 
disciplined and more sensitive to the 
emotional needs of children during the 
early 1800s. Christmas provided fami-
lies with a day when they could lavish 
attention-and gifts-on their children 
without appearing to “spoil” them. 
 
 As Americans began to embrace 
Christmas as a perfect family holiday, 
old customs were unearthed. People 
looked toward recent immigrants and 
Catholic and Episcopalian churches to 
see how the day should be celebrated. 
In the next 100 years, Americans built 
a Christmas tradition all their own that 
included pieces of many other cus-
toms, including decorating trees, send-
ing holiday cards and gift-giving. 
Although most families quickly bought 
into the idea that they were celebrating  
 
 

 
Christmas how it had been done for 
centuries, Americans had really re-
invented a holiday to fill the cultural 
needs of a growing nation. 
 
Christmas Facts 
 
 Each year, 30-35 million real 

Christmas trees are sold in the 
United States alone. There are 
21,000 Christmas tree growers in 
the United States, and trees usual-
ly grow for about 15 years before 
they are sold. 

 Today, in the Greek and Russian 
orthodox churches, Christmas is 
celebrated 13 days after the 25th, 
which is also referred to as the 
Epiphany or Three Kings Day. This 
is the day it is believed that the 
three wise men finally found Jesus 
in the manger. 

 In the Middle Ages, Christmas cel-
ebrations were rowdy and rau-
cous—a lot like today’s Mardi Gras 
parties. 

 From 1659 to 1681, the celebra-
tion of Christmas was outlawed in 
Boston, and law-breakers were 
fined five shillings. 

 Christmas was declared a federal 
holiday in the United States on 
June 26, 1870. 

 The first eggnog made in the Unit-
ed States was consumed in Cap-
tain John Smith’s 1607 Jamestown 
settlement. 

 Poinsettia plants are named after 
Joel R. Poinsett, an American min-
ister to Mexico, who brought the 
red-and-green plant from Mexico 
to America in 1828. 

 The Salvation Army has been 
sending Santa Claus-clad donation 
collectors into the streets since the 
1890s. 

 Rudolph, “the most famous rein-
deer of all,” was the product of 
Robert L. May’s imagination in 
1939. The copywriter wrote a po-
em about the reindeer to help lure 
customers into the Montgomery 
Ward department store. 

 Construction workers started the 
Rockefeller Center Christmas tree 
tradition in 1931. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 

 1 

Methodist Meals 

 
Hanging of the 

Greens 

8 am 

2 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45 am Worship   

1st Sunday of Advent 
 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

5 pm Cantata Practice 

3 

8:30 am ESL 

 

3:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

4 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Shirley’s Team 

5 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

6 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 
 

10:45 am Worship 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

5 pm Cantata Practice 

10 

8:30 am ESL 

 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

11 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Denny’s Team 

 

 

 

12 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

13 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

 

14 

 

15 

Methodist Meals 

 

 

16 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

10:45 am Worship—

Cantata  

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Luncheon 

after worship service 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

17 

8:30 am ESL 
 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 
 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

18 

12 pm No Rotary 

 

6 pm 

Administrative 

Council 

 
6:30 pm 

Methodist Men 

19 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

20 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 22 

 

23 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship 

4th Sunday of Advent 

 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

 

 

24 

Office Closed 

 

No ESL 

 

6 pm Christmas 

Eve Candlelight 

Service 

25 

Office Closed 

 

Merry 

Christmas 

26 

No ESL  

 

NO 

Choir Practice 

 

27 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

28 29 

30 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am Worship 

 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

31  

Office Closed 

New Years Eve 

1 Office Closed 

 

New Years Day!!! 

    

D e c emb e r  2 0 1 8  



Minister Schedule December 2018 
 
 

Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 

Ushers:  
Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 

Leslie McGowin 
Fred Ketchem 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Fred Weisinger 

Julie Gilbert 
John McDaniel 

Thresa Hester 
Scott Singleton 

Lay Reader:  Denny Roberts Joan Carpenter Kenny Hebert Patti Bell Debbie Moore 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 
Debbie Moore 

Bud Yandell 
Patti Bell 

Sarah  Stanley 
Thresa Hester 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Diane Walters 
Patsy Piceynski 

Signer:  Denny Roberts Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Bud Yandell Shirley Barnes 

Rotary  
Team:  

Team Shirley Team Denny Team Patsy Team Laura All Teams 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes Julie Gilbert 

Children’s 
Church:           

Julie Gilbert 
Rae Jones 

Felicia Burns 
Crystal Wingate 

Sandra Wingate 
Shirley Barnes 

Thresa Hester 
Dru Cox 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Barbara Reeves 

Communion: 
Leslie McGowin 
Mary Ann Cobb 
Fred Ketchem 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

December 1 
Sharon Roberts 

Kathleen Stuckey  

 

December 5 
John McDaniel  

 

December 7  
Travis Stanley  

 

December 9 
Doc Craig  

 

December 10 
Diana Smith  

 

December 16 
Felicia Burns 

Crystal Wingate  

 

December 17 
Ethan Keyes 

Patricia Zaruba 

December 19 
Giovanna Laughlin  

 

December 20 
Jacqueline Bell  

 

December 22 
Eddie Williams  

 

December 26 
Dana Bailey 

Garrett Fontenot 

 

December 28 
Kenny Guillotte  

 

December 29 
John Powell  

 

December 30 
Don Herman  

 

December 31 
Susan O’Neal 

The church office is trying to update our records. If we have left your 
birthday or anniversary dates off of the newsletter please let the us know. 

Glenn & Fayth Brady 
December 17 

 
Denny & Sharon Roberts 

December 22 
 

Edward & Sue Fitzpatrick 
December 30 

Birthdays 

 



 

Houston Methodist volunteers play a vital role in the system’s hospitals across the Houston 
area. We value our volunteers and match interests and preferences with positions in the fol-
lowing areas: 

⛤ Administrative offices 

⛤ Patient and unit involvement 

⛤ Hospital greeting and hospitality 

⛤ Promoting the healing environment 
 
Volunteers at Houston Methodist are a diverse group of people. Just about anyone who has a desire to contribute can volunteer, 
from college students to stay-at-home parents and from professionals to retirees  
 

We offer several volunteer opportunities at the Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital location in Baytown: 
For more information or to apply to become a Houston Methodist San Jacinto volunteer please contact:  
Julie DeTorre          Tel. 281.420.7289          jdetorre@houstonmethodist.org 

 

Giving to Shriners Hospitals for Children 
There are many ways to support Shriners Hospitals for Children through gifts of time, talent and 
treasure.  
Make a donation. Gifts can be made in honor or memory of a loved one and can be made as a one
-time donation or on a sustaining basis. 
Make a planned gift 
Planned giving opportunities: Learn more about how to give through bequests, charitable  
remainder trusts, annuities and other planned giving vehicles. 

Appreciated assets: Make a gift of securities, real estate or other appreciated assets.  
Volunteer Giving your time to a charitable organization is one of the most rewarding things you can do. Contact the  Shriners 
Hospitals for Children location nearest you to find out more about volunteer opportunities. 
Non-monetary gifts Learn more about donating skin, hair, equipment, airline miles, toys and other non-monetary gifts.  
HOUSTON, TX— Orthopaedics, Cleft Lip and Palate     6977 Main St.     Houston , TX 77030       713-797-1616   
GALVESTON, TX— Burn Care            815 Market St.    Galveston , TX 77550      409-770-6600  
 
 
 

7007 Old Katy Road Houston, TX 77024 
Monday - Friday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Phone:  (713) 869-SPCA (7722) 

 

Star of Hope Mission 
For monetary donations send a check or money order to: 
Star of Hope Mission 
P.O. Box 1505 Houston TX 77251-1505 
You can also donate over the phone, or online.  (713) 440-5341. 
Donate Needed Items, Clothing and Supplies 
For questions concerning specific items you would like to donate send an email to giving@sohmission.org.  
Donations can be brought to: Donation and Distribution Center (2320 Lamar): 
8:00 AM – 6:00 PM  Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Saturday 

 
Give Funds 
Every $1 provides a full day of meals to our neighbors in need.  
 

Give Food 
Food from industry partners and community food drives is vital to helping 
us feed 800,000 each year. 
 

Give Time 
Volunteer your time and talent, individually or as a group, to help feed neighbors in need. 
 

More Ways To Give 
From workplace giving to designated giving, see our other options for support. 

535 Portwall St. 
Houston, TX 77029 

713.223.3700 

Garth Campus  
4401 Garth Rd.  

Baytown, TX 77521 



Christmas activities 

 



For kids of all ages!!! 

 

 

 





Volunteers needed for Worship Service and Community Outreach  Programs  

 

Worship Service Programs need:  

 

Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter Decorators 
 
 

Community Outreach Programs need:  
 

Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise &  
Nickel Strings Praise Team,  and  Prayer Warriors. 

 
 
 

Make volunteering part of your schedule!!! 
 

Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, greet people as an Usher on Sunday mornings,  fulfill emergency prayer requests as a Prayer Warrior.  
 

There are opportunities to serve that can fit into anyone’s schedule! 
 

Some information about Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the church secretary on Mondays and sends greeting cards to visitors and 
members, if needed.. 
 
Methodist Meals: Every other  Saturday we cook lunch for  around 40 community members who are shut -ins and deliver it to 
them with love. We need people willing to help cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most meals have elements 
such as desserts and bread that can be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be added to the Methodist Meals email list 
and every 2 weeks when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on the list you can bring.  
 
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotary Club meets in our  Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for  them and they 
donate money to the church each week for use of the hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 9:00 am and are out 
of here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each team needs more 
help on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just help out from time to time. (Denny, 
Shirley Barnes, Patsy, Laura Pledger-Kiddo) 
 
Lay Readers: Reads dur ing the church service. This is not a rotating post, so try it out!  
 
Ushers: Seats visitors, helps take the offer ing dur ing the church service, counts the 
attendance. Fred Ketchem makes this list. No rotating schedule.  
 
Alter Decorations:  
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as needed. Teams alternate months.  
 
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always looking for 
more people to join their music ministries. Contact Karen Chisholm  
 
Prayer Warriors: The Prayer  Warr iors are a group of people who pray for  others. When an emergency prayer  request 
comes in to the church office (about twice a month) an email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray for the people in 
need of prayer. Nothing else required, just a commitment to pray for others when you can. 
 
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people are our  future and those young minds need guidance, nur tur ing 
and of course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann Cobb to find out the best way to help the children! 
 
Kids Hope: A National program for  at r isk youth. Mentors meet with their  students for  an hour  (-ish) of life together every 
week at school, during school hours. They engage in relationship building activities, with time spent on academics, fun activities, 
and life skills. You don’t have to have a degree, just an open heart and a willingness change someone's life as they change yours. 
Does require a background check. Check with Diane Walters for more details. 
 

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer positions, please contact the office, and we will 
make sure to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have business get in the way of helping 

sometimes, so the more we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to know what's going on so 
you can help when you can, call the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists! 

 

Marcelous-Williams 
Resource Center 

 

Highlands one stop 
source for assistance! 

SSI/SSDI benefits 
Social Security Disability 
Food/Food Stamps 
Clothing Needs 
Transportation 
Housing 
Mental Health Services 
Medicaid/Medicare 

Employment Resources 
Community Workshops 

 

If you are in need of assistance or 
would like to volunteer to help 

others, please call: 
 

Toll Free - (855) 449-1472 



Susan O’Neal 
Victims of Hur. 
Michael 
Beth Nelson 
Fred Green 
Donny Herman 
Cathy Burnett 
Shana Kingston 
Alien Wilkerson 
Family 
Sarah Gardner 
Carlton Cox 
Charlie Rumley 
Tia Sonnier 
Thresa Hester 
Linda Ferguson 
Margaret Menlaunder 
Family of Gene 
Walters 
Denise Reed 
Mike Rollins 
Michael Watkins 
Tony Hix 
Hunter Rose Hix 
Declan Erin 
Lisa O’Neal 
Bill O’Neal 
Apropa Family 
Gordon Searl 
Diane Walters 
Donny Herman 
Robert “Lenny” 
Herman 
Diane  Lemay 
Carol Miller 
Gladys Little 
Leslie McGowen 

Gordon Searl 
Bud Yandell 
Luther Barns 
Kim Barnes 
Fred Green 
Beth Nelson 
Shirley Westbrook 
Wayne Searl 
Hazel Carpenyer 
Adrian Sonnier 
Ory Sanford 
LaRae Sanford 
Family of Margie 
Nicholson 
The Little Children 
Margie Wilkerson 
Dawson Saunders 
Shirley Barnes 
Taylor Lazenby 
Karen Chisholm 
Kenneth Hebert 
Shirley Hebert 
Nahum’s Family 
Tim Reed 
Haley Burns 

Arthur Burns 
Crystal Wingate 
Jacob Ratliff 
Sandra Denison 
Colt Allen 
Felicia Burns 
Family of Lori Mullens 
Gwendolyn Wingate 
Theresa Kloesel 
Lucy Rouse 
Joyce Phillips 
Susan O’Neal 
Nelda Holleman 
Bill Donath 
Angie Donath 
Family of Gene 
Walters 
Family of Margie 
Nicholson 
Lisa Reeves 
Terry Bridwell 
McCain Family 
Diane Walters 
Gay Price 
Angie Thomas 

Malcolm Butler 
Jennie Ressler 
Cindy Roberts 
Marcelous-Williams 
Center 
Eddie Williams 
Ramonia William 
Mr. & Mrs. Singleton 
Norman Cobb 
Mary Ann Cobb 
Wade Barnes 
Jimmy Martin 
Tammy Youngblood 
James O’Sullivan 
Spangler Family 
Allie Ferguson 
Nelda Majors 
Shane  O. 
Patti Bell 
Eleanor Richie 
Gerald Basden 
Whitney Lowery 
Edwina Bell 
Marsha Richie 
Isbell Family 
Benavidez Family 
Burnett Family 
Jimmy Harzke 
Herman Family 
Kathy Mercer 
Cathy Burnett 
Lorie Gardner 
Linda Sonnier 
Adrian Sonnier 
Shawn Rearick 
Joan Carpenter 

 

People were involved in 
our  hands-on-mission 

work with Joyful Noise, 
Methodist Meals, Rotary 
Meals, The Fish Fry, Kid’s 

Hope Fellowship & 
Outreach, Clothe a Child 

and more. 

 

 

     

 

 

$ 157,881.86  
 

$ 157,839.91  

 
Prayer Requests: 

Hands-On  

Missions:    
 

  41 Nov. 4 – 64 
Nov. 11 – 60 

Nov. 18 – 47 
Nov. 25 – 45 

Marjorie Faye Nicholson age 86, went to 
be with the Lord on Saturday November 
3, 2018. She was born in Rusk, Texas to 
Nettie Lucille Phillips Westbrook and 
Oscar Vernon Westbrook. She enjoyed 
reading and attending church but most 
of all, spending time with her family, 
especially her grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and her great-great- 
grandchild.  She was a very 
independent, giving person who always 
put her family first, she could be strong 
willed at times and will be loved and 
missed by all who knew her. 
 
She is preceded in death by her parents; 
her husband, Dan Nicholson and her 
brother, Gerald Westbrook.  
 
 Marjorie is survived by her sons, Steve 
Nicholson and Daniel Nicholson (and 
wife, Ellen); her grandchildren, Dan W. 
Nicholson (and Fiancé, Judy Haynes), 
Jeremy Nicholson, Julie Purdum (and 
husband, Bobby), Ashley Kemp (and 
husband, K.C.), Dani Jo Kelly (and 
husband, Matt), Brodie, Cody and Dusty 
Nicholson. Also survived  
by numerous great-
grandchildren and  
one great-great-
grandchild, Addilyn 
Nicholson, other 
relatives and many 
friends. 

 
⛤Jamie Craig 
⛤Robert Craig 
⛤Ty Guillotte 
⛤Brooke Hicks 
⛤Chris Hicks 

⛤Dion Horton 
⛤Jason James 
⛤Chris Lochridge 
⛤Nicholas O’Neal 
⛤Travis Stanley 

⛤Craig Stoy 
⛤Daniel Stone 
⛤& their families! 

Give the gift of 
prayer.  

A gift you can  
always  afford,  

is always needed, 
and never  

goes out of style!  



 
107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

Office: 
Open:  Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

281-426-3614 

 
Pastor: 

Rev. David Meeker-Williams 
pastor@highlandsmethodist.com 

 
Director of Music Ministries: 

Karen J Chisholm 
281-300-1091 (cell) 

 
Secretary / Bookkeeper 

Christie Gates 
christiegates@comcast.net 

 
Nursery Director: 
Marla Stephenson 
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