Worship - 10:45 am
Sunday School Classes - 9:30 am
(for all ages)
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Remembering the Saints:
Betty Bailey
Arthur Gibbons
Patricia Marie Herman
Marie Hester
Raymond Holub
Maryann Isbell
Ruby Isbell
Jimmie Keeling
Dean Miller
Brittney Myers
Alton Neatherland
William Piceynski
James Pinckney
Chance Duane Rouse
Doris Singletary
Mike Smith
Billie Smitherman
Gene Walters

November 4th

November 4th
“Where Your Treasure
Is…”

November 11th
“When You Finally Have
to Make Up Your Mind”

November 18th
“Anxiety Doesn’t Help”

November 25th
“Rejoice in the Lord
Always”

Sometimes I greet
the congregation
Sunday mornings
with, “Good
morning, saints!”
and then “Good
morning, sinners!”
Folks don’t always
know how to
respond; most of
us are way more
comfortable
claiming “sinner”
than we are
“saint.” Saint just sounds so, well, saintly.
The whole “saint” thing is sometimes
tough for us Protestants; we don ’t use the
term very much. In a children’s sermon one
time, I was talking about “silent saints,”
people around the church who do wonderful
things but mostly don’t get noticed. They
are “silent.” This one very earnest little guy
must have heard “secret service” rather
than “silent saints,” and he went off on a
whole rant about guns and cars and stuff.
Think it’s easy? You try talking to
preschoolers about saints and the
communion of saints and all of that!
I read of another pastor who was
struggling through the children’s sermon on
All Saints’ Day and not getting very far with
any of it. One kid seemed to be mostly
daydreaming and gazing at the large stained
glass windows with pictures of Bible
characters. The pastor asked, “So, who ARE
the saints?” The boy’s shot up and he said,
“Saints are the people the light shines
through!”

That my friends, has been my working
definition ever since. Saints are the ones
the light shines through! At their best,
saints know that the term “sinner” fits at
least as well as “saint.” At their best, saints
know that they are not themselves the light.
But at their very best, saints are the ones in
whom, and through whom, the light can be
seen. The light shines through them. Saints
are the ones who help us know a little more
about the Light.
We’ve had a lot of saints here at
Highlands UMC. This Sunday is All Saints ’
Day and we will remember and honor those
saints of our company who have died in this
year past. It is a lovely service and I hope
you’ll be with us.
I’m pretty sure the Light will be shining!
Blessings, my friends,

1. Who were Adam’s children?
a. Cain and Abel
b. Cain, Abel, and Seth
c. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
d. Cain, Abel, Seth and other sons and daughters
2. Which son of Abraham’s name means “laughter”?
a. Ishmael
b. Isaac
c. Esau
d. Elmo

8. Which angel visited Mary in Nazareth?
a. Clarence
b. Michael
c. Malachi
d. Gabriel
.9. Which of these miracles is recorded in all four gospels?

a.
b.
c.
d.

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead
Jesus feeds the multitude bread and fish
Jesus walks on water
Jesus turns water into wine

3. Does The United Methodist Church have an official translation of the 10. Which disciple said to Jesus, “No, you shall never wash my feet”?
a. Thomas
Bible?
b. Judas
a. Yes
c. Peter
b. No
d. Ralph
4. In a Protestant Bible, how many books are in the Old and New
Take other quizzes at www.UMC.org/quizzes
Tes taments?
a. 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New Testament
b. 66 books: 27 in the Old Testament, 39 in the New Testament
c. 73 books: 46 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New Testament
d. 73 books: 39 in the Old Testament, 34 in the New Testament
1. Who were Adam’s children? The correct answer is Cain,
Abel, Seth and other sons and daughters.
5. Which book of five poems was written in response to the capture

Answers:

and destruction of Judah?
a. Exodus
b. 1 Chronicles
c. 2 Chronicles
d. Lamentations
6. Joseph was Jesus’ earthly father. In Matthew’s gospel, what was
Joseph’s father’s name?
a. Zechariah
b. Joe Sr.
c. Jacob
d. Ezekiel
7. Which of the following words is used to describe a heavenly being in
the Bible?
a. Cherubim
b. Seraphim
c. Angel
d. All of the above

2. Which son of Abraham’s name means “laughter”? The correct answer is Isaac.
3. Does The United Methodist Church have an official translation of the Bible? The correct answer is no.

4. In a Protestant Bible, how many books are in the Old and
New Testaments? The correct answer is 66 books, 39 in the
Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.
5. Which book of five poems was written in response to the
capture and destruction of Judah? The correct answer is
Lamentations.
6. Joseph was Jesus’ earthly father. In Matthew’s gospel, what
was Joseph’s father’s name? The correct answer is Jacob.
7. Which of the following words is used to describe a heavenly
being in the Bible? The correct answer is all of the above.
8. Which angel visited Mary in Nazareth? The correct answer is
Gabriel.
9. Which of these miracles is recorded in all four gospels? The
correct answer is Jesus feeds the multitude bread and fish.
10. Which disciple said to Jesus, “No, you shall never wash my
feet”? The correct answer is Peter.

November 1 is All Saints Day, a sometimes-overlooked holy day in United
Methodist congregations. It is not nearly as well known as the day before,
All Hallows’ (Saints’) Eve, better known as Halloween, but is far more
important in the life of the church.

On All Saints Day we remember all those—famous or obscure—who are
part of the “communion of saints” we confess whenever we recite The
Apostles’ Creed. We tell the stories of the saints “to glory gone.”

Alongside the likes of Paul from the New Testament, Augustine, Martin
Luther, and John and Charles Wesley, we tell stories of the grandmother
who took us to church every Sunday. We remember the pastor who prayed
with us in the hospital, and the neighbor who changed the oil in the family
Wesley cautioned against holding saints in too high regard. The Articles of car. We give thanks for the youth leader who told us Jesus loved us, the
Religion that he sent to the Methodists in America in 1784, include a
kindergarten Sunday school teacher who showered us with that love, and
statement against “invocation of saints” (Article XIV—Of Purgatory, Book of the woman in the church who bought us groceries when we were out of
Discipline ¶104). Wesley did not see biblical evidence for the practice and work.
discouraged Methodists from participating.
Retelling these stories grounds us in our history. These memories teach us
However, he also advised against disregarding the saints altogether.
how God has provided for us through the generosity and sacrifice of those
John Wesley, founder of Methodist movement, celebrated All Saints Day,
who have come before us. The stories of the saints encourage us to be all
calling it a “festival I truly love.”
God has created us to be.
This may sound odd. United Methodists don’t believe in saints. Right?
Well, yes… and no.

In studying John Wesley’s theological method, scholars have found four,
inter-related theological guidelines: Scripture, tradition, experience, and
reason. These are the sources of our understanding of our faith.

Charles Wesley’s hymn tells us those “to glory gone” are joined by the
“saints on earth,” whom we also celebrate on All Saints Day. We think of
the inspirational people with whom we worship on Sunday, and those
across the world we will never meet. We celebrate fellow United Methodists
who inspire us, and those of other denominations whose lives encourage
us. We give thanks for those with whom we agree, as well as those whose
views we do not share.

By tradition we mean all that has gone before us in the Christian church.
We are part of a long history that goes back through John Wesley, to the
early days of the Church, and the apostles of Jesus. When we think
theologically we need to keep in mind the creeds, prayers, sermons, books,
music, and all other ways Christians have understood the work of God,
Additionally, we remember and pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in their lives.
who faithfully follow Jesus in places where being labeled a Christian puts
them in harm’s way.
In an All Saints Day journal entry dated Monday, November 1, 1756,
Wesley writes, “How superstitious are they who scruple giving God solemn On All Saints Day, we recognize that we are part of a giant choir singing
thanks for the lives and deaths of his saints!” If your 18th century English is the same song. It is the song Jesus taught his disciples; a tune that has
as rusty as mine, it might help to know that the word scruple means, “to be resonated for more than 2,000 years; a melody sung in glory and on the
unwilling to do something because you think it is improper, morally wrong, earth. Our great privilege is to add our voices to this chorus.
etc.” (Merriam-Webster.com).
The last verse of “Come, Let Us Join our Friends Above” encourages us to
All Saints Day is an opportunity to give thanks for all those who have gone sing faithfully while on earth, so we might join the heavenly chorus one day.
before us in the faith. It is a time to celebrate our history, what United
Methodists call the tradition of the church.
Our spirits too shall quickly join, like theirs with glory crowned,
and shout to see our Captain's sign, to hear His trumpet sound.
From the early days of Christianity, there is a sense that the Church
consists of not only all living believers, but also all who have gone before
O that we now might grasp our Guide! O that the word were given!
us. For example, in Hebrews 12 the author encourages Christians to
Come, Lord of Hosts, the waves divide, and land us all in heaven.
remember that a “great cloud of witnesses” surrounds us encouraging us,
cheering us on.
On All Saints Day, let us give thanks for both the saints in glory and those
on earth, who have led us to Jesus. As they have shared the gospel with
Charles Wesley, John’s brother, picks up on this theme in his hymn that
us, may we add our voices so someone else may hear about the grace and
appears in our United Methodist Hymnal as “Come, Let Us Join our Friends love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Above,” #709. In the first verse, he offers a wonderful image of the Church
through the ages:
Thanks be to God for the lives of his saints.
Let saints on earth unite to sing, with those to glory gone,
for all the servants of our King in earth and heaven, are one.

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino who works for UMC.org at United
Methodist Communications. Contact him by email or at 615-312-3733.

Easy ways to share gratitude
this Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving Day elicits a bounty of wonderful memories for many people
in the U.S. The crisp air. The smell of a turkey roasting and a pumpkin pie
baking. The sound of a cheering crowd at a football game. All these can
create warm feelings during this special time of year.

Take time for quiet reflection. As the big day approaches, things get busier.
Set aside some time each day to say thank you to God for all he has
provided. “A Morning Prayer of Thanksgiving” by The Rev. Dr. LaGretta
Bjorn is a great start.

While the Thanksgiving holiday is celebrated on the fourth Thursday in
November in the U.S., thanking God for our blessings is a spiritual
discipline that should not be limited to a single day. Along with expanding
our waistlines, our preparation for and celebration of the holiday can be the
impetus toward growing an attitude of gratitude that will carry over into the
rest of the year. In his commentary on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, John
Wesley writes, “Thanksgiving is inseparable from true prayer; it is almost
essentially connected with it.” Giving thanks is as essential to our spiritual
growth as prayer, which 1 Thessalonians calls us to do continually. These
creative ideas will help us get started this Thanksgiving.

Make a Thanksgiving frame. As you and your family reflect on those things
for which you are thankful, compile a list. A few days before Thanksgiving,
neatly transfer the list onto a piece of paper you can then insert into a
frame for a beautiful expression of gratitude to decorate your home.

Fill a family Thanksgiving box. As part of your Thanksgiving preparation,
create a Thanksgiving Box. Each day family members write on slips of
paper something for which they are thankful that day and place them in the
decorated box. The box will make a nice Thanksgiving table centerpiece,
and when opened, a way to remember how blessed we are every day. You
could add to it all year too of course.
Serve someone. In the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving, many agencies
serving those in need expand their work. Food banks, churches, and other
service organizations supply meals to the hungry on Thanksgiving.

Invite someone new to dinner. Athens First United Methodist Church
invites international students from the University of Georgia to spend
Thanksgiving with their members. The students enjoy spending time away
from campus and in family homes. Explore ways to invite those who may
be alone or far from family to celebrate with you on the holiday. Share
blessings together. When gathered around the table, many families will ask
guests to share something for which they are thankful.
In Thanksgiving Celebrations for the Home, MaryJane Pierce Norton
suggests creating a list together, such as foods each person enjoys. Then
together offer “thanks for the Earth and all with which we are blessed in the
world God created.”
Send cards to those we miss. Remember those who are not able to be with
you this year by making or purchasing cards for them. “On Thanksgiving
Day,” Norton writes, “invite all who are gathered in your home to sign and/
or write a note on the cards to those who are missing.” Mail them the next
day to share the gratitude.

Centenary United Methodist Church in Los Angeles holds a sleepover for
their youth called the “turkey lock-in.” On the night before Thanksgiving the
youth prepare, and the next day, deliver meals to people in the community Create a keepsake of thanks. When you take that group photo around the
who will be alone on Thanksgiving. Ask your pastor for suggestions of
table or in front of the fireplace, record not only the names of those in
places near you to serve or donate.
attendance, but also something for which each person is thankful. This will
be a great item to revisit when everyone gathers again next year.

Include children. Involve the children celebrating with you by sharing
the Child’s Thanksgiving Prayer. Use this prayer at the kids’ table as a
grace or an after meal blessing, having one of the older children lead. Then
encourage the kids to write their own Thanksgiving prayers, with which
they could lead the adults in prayer later in the day.
Voice your gratitude. If your family is musical, consider a Thanksgiving sing
-a-long, as you might do with Christmas carols. Dean McIntyre
offers Hymns for Thanksgiving Day from our United Methodist Hymnal and
Songbooks that would be a great way to celebrate. He also offers a quiz of
hymns with lines about thanksgiving in Musical Thanksgiving. Make a
game out of who can guess the most.
However you can, find ways to give thanks to God for all of his blessings
throughout your celebration this year. Instill the habit of an attitude of
gratitude, which will extend far beyond Thanksgiving Day.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
All Saints Day

2

3
Methodist Meals

Daylight Savings
Turn your clocks
back 1 hour
Tonight!

11:30 am
Office Angels
4
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:45 am Worship
All Saints Sunday

5
8:30 am ESL
3:30 pm Girl
Scouts

6
12 pm
Rotary
Shirley’s Team

6 pm Boy Scouts

11
9:30 am Sunday
School

12
8:30 am ESL
3:30 pm
Girl Scouts

3:30 pm Bible Study

6 pm Boy Scouts

4 pm Joyful Noise

7 pm
HUB Charge
Conference

9:30 am
Sunday School
10:45 am Worship

19
8:30 am ESL
3:30 pm
Girl Scouts
6 pm Boy Scouts

3:30 pm Bible Study

13
12 pm
Rotary
Denny’s Team

Joyful Noise at
Highlands
Community
Center

6 pm
Administrative
Council
6:30 pm
Methodist Men

25
9:30 am
Sunday School

27
12 pm
Rotary
Laura’s Team

3:30 pm Bible Study
5pm Cantata Practice

26
8:30 am ESL
3:30 pm
Girl Scouts
6 pm Boy Scouts

14
8:30 am ESL
6 pm
Choir Practice

10

15
11:30 am
Office Angels

16

17
Methodist Meals

6:30 pm
Girl Scouts

20
21
12 pm No Rotary 8:30 am ESL

6 pm
5pm Cantata Practice Choir Practice

10:45 am WorshipJoyful Noise Service

9

6pm Finance

10:45 am Worship

18

6 pm
Choir Practice

8
11:30 am
Office Angels

6:30 pm
Girl Scouts

3:30 pm Bible Study
4 pm Joyful Noise

7
8:30 am ESL

11:30 am
Office Angels

22
23
THANKSGIVING
Office Closed

6:30 pm
Girl Scouts

28
8:30 am ESL
6 pm
Choir Practice
6:30 pm
Girl Scouts

29

30

24
Hanging of the
Greens

Minister Schedule October 2018
Nov. 4th

Nov. 11th

Nov. 18th

Nov. 25th

Julie Gilbert
John McDaniel

Don Herman
Cora Lynn Miller

Denny Roberts
Sharon Roberts

Fred Weisinger
Fredie Gregersen

Dru Cox

Brenda Jack

Roy Stanley

Cora Lynn Miller

Counters:

Patsy Piceynski
Debbie Moore

Bud Yandell
Patti Bell

Sarah Stanley
Thresa Hester

Barbara Reeves
Shirley Painter

Signer:

Shirley Barnes

Denny Roberts

Bud Yandell

Shirley Barnes

Rotary
Team:

Team Shirley

Team Denny

Team Patsy

Team Laura

MMM:

Laura Pledger

Julie Gilbert

Barbara Reeves

Shirley Barnes

Felicia Burns
Crystal Wingate

Sandra Wingate
Shirley Barnes

Thresa Hester
Dru Cox

Mary Ann Cobb
Barbara Reeves

Thresa Hester
Rae Jones
Bill O’Neal

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ushers:
Lay Reader:

Children’s
Church:

Communion:

Donald & Mary Ann Stone
November 6
Lannie & Tena Emfinger
November 21
Jimmy & Whitney Lowery
November 24

November 1
James Seaton

November 16
Scot Laughlin

November 6
Diane Walters

November 18
Christie Gates

November 11
Patsy Piceynski

November 19
Clyde Keeling

November 12
Terry Craig

November 20
Margaret Mason

November 12
Marianela Morales

November 22
Brenda Jack

November 14
Hunter Fontenot

November 24
Julie Gilbert

November 14
Wesley Hicks

November 27
Barbara Reeves

The church office is trying to update our records. If we have left your birthday or anniversary dates off of the
newsletter please let the us know.

For kids of all ages!!!

BAYTOWN

Help make a child’s
Christmas a little merrier.
Drop off unwrapped
children’s gifts to the church
by November 18, 2018.
This is the only local
children’s gift charity in our
area. All of the donations will
go to children in our area.

17th Annual Coat & Blanket Give-Away
*New or Gently worn
coats, sweaters, and
jackets for all ages,
especially children.
*Blankets
Bring Donated items
to the church Office
by November 13th.

November 28
The Give-Away will be at:
Coat of Many Colors Church
304 North Pruett St.
Baytown, TX
from 3 pm - 6 pm.

Thursday, Oct. 25th @ 4pm

November 4, 2018
We will be remembering those in our church
family who have passed since November 1st of
last year.

Methodist Men’s Meeting

Nov. 20th 6:30 pm
Join us for food,
fun and fellowship!
All men are welcome
to come!

November 24th
Come join in the fun and be a part of this
very special event Everyone is welcome to
come help decorate in honor of the season!

6 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Bring the whole family to enjoy holiday games and treats. There may even
be a visit from the North Pole!!!

Volunteers needed for Worship Service and Community Outreach Programs
Worship Service Programs need:
Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter Decorators

Community Outreach Programs need:
Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise &
Nickel Strings Praise Team, and Prayer Warriors.

Make volunteering part of your schedule!!!
Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, greet people as an Usher on Sunday mornings, fulfill emergency prayer requests as a Prayer Warrior.

There are opportunities to serve that can fit into anyone’s schedule!

Some information about Volunteer Opportunities:
Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the chur ch secr etar y on Mondays and sends gr eeting car ds to visitor s and
members, if needed..
Methodist Meals: Ever y other Satur day we cook lunch for ar ound 40 community member s who ar e shut -ins and deliver it to
them with love. We need people willing to help cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most meals have elements
such as desserts and bread that can be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be added to the Methodist Meals email list
and every 2 weeks when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on the list you can bring.
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotar y Club meets in our Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for them and they
donate money to the church each week for use of the hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 9:00 am and are out
of here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each team needs more
help on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just help out from time to time. (Denny,
Shirley Barnes, Patsy, Laura Pledger-Kiddo)
Lay Readers: Reads dur ing the chur ch ser vice. This is not a rotating post, so tr y it out!
Ushers: Seats visitor s, helps take the offer ing dur ing the chur ch ser vice, counts the
attendance. Fred Ketchem makes this list. No rotating schedule.
Alter Decorations:
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as needed. Teams alternate months.
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always looking for
more people to join their music ministries. Contact Karen Chisholm
Prayer Warriors: The Pr ayer War r ior s ar e a gr oup of people who pr ay for other s. When an emer gency pr ayer r equest
comes in to the church office (about twice a month) an email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray for the people in
need of prayer. Nothing else required, just a commitment to pray for others when you can.
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people ar e our futur e and those young minds need guidance, nur tur ing
and of course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann Cobb to find out the best way to help the children!
Kids Hope: A National pr ogr am for at r isk youth. Mentor s meet with their students for an hour (-ish) of life together every
week at school, during school hours. They engage in relationship building activities, with time spent on academics, fun activities,
and life skills. You don’t have to have a degree, just an open heart and a willingness change someone's life as they change yours.
Does require a background check. Check with Diane Walters for more details.

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer positions, please contact the office, and we will
make sure to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have business get in the way of helping
sometimes, so the more we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to know what's going on so
you can help when you can, call the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists!

Marcelous-Williams
Resource Center
Highlands one stop
source for assistance!

SSI/SSDI benefits
Social Security Disability
Food/Food Stamps
Clothing Needs
Transportation
Housing
Mental Health Services
Medicaid/Medicare

Employment Resources
Community Workshops

If you are in need of assistance or
would like to volunteer to help
others, please call:

Toll Free - (855) 449-1472

Prayer Requests:
Ricky Janke
Alien Wilkerson
Tony Hix
Kim Janke
Family
Hunter Rose Hix
Sharon Roberts
Sarah Gardner
Leslie McGowin
Kimberly Barnes
Carlton Cox
Jimmy Martin
Ellie McDonald
Charlie Rumley
Declan Erin
Al Marlow
Kristy Pledger
Carol Miller
Shari Spangler
Lazenby
Patti Bell
Sarah Gardner
Tia Sonnier
Eleanor Richie
Jimmy Eller
Thresa Hester
Gerald Basden
Jude Kingston
Allie Ferguson
Marsha Richie
Amber Harmon
Linda Ferguson
Isbell Family
Ricky Smith
Margaret
Benavidez Family
Jagur Smith
Menlaunder
Burnett Family
Zakroppa Family
Crystal Wingate
Jimmy Harzke
Christina Tagle
Ory Sanford
Herman Family
Sandra Dennison LaRae Sanford
Karen Chisholm
Kelsey Cassels
Gwendolyn
Lisa O’Neal
Taylor Robertson
Wingate
Bill O’neal
Joyce Phillips
Jacob Ratliff
Apropa Family
Darwin De La Cruz Family of Gene
Bud Yandell
Kenny Hebert
Walters
Linda Sonnier
Kenneth Hebert
Diane Walters
Malcolm Butler
Shirley Hebert
Gladys Little
Theresa Kluesel
Erin Castillo
Tim Read
Jennie Ressler
Mary Gathright
Denise Reed
Gordon Searl
Scott Singleton
Mike Rollins
Arthur Burns
Merline Marsh
Michael Watkins
Marilyn Craig
Shawn Rearick
Joyce Holleman
Give the gift of prayer.
Susan O’Neal
A gift you can always
James O’Sullivan
afford, is always
Beth Nelson
needed, and never
Fred Green
Donny Herman
goes out of style!
Cathy Burnett
Shana Kingston

Luther Eugene (L.E.)
“Gene” Walters died
peacefully at home on
October 15, 2018, in
Highlands, Texas, at the
age of 81.
Gene is survived by his
wife Diane Wallace
Walters of Highlands,
Texas, brother Roger Dean
Walters of Morton, Illinois,
sister-in-law Linda Wallace
Wood of Topeka, Kansas,
children Janet Kay (David)
Sander of Fort Worth,
Texas, Frank Eugene
Walters of Los Angeles,
California, Kenneth Ray
(Christina) Walters of San
Jose, California, Leslie
Anne Hungerford (John)
Deines of Papillion,
Nebraska, Holly Sabrina
(Owen) Justice of Wylie,
Texas and Amy Kathleen
Hungerford (Johnny)
Buffum of Hockley, Texas,
along with 13
grandchildren and 6 greatgrandchildren, and many
nephews and nieces.
He is preceded in death by
his father Luther Elliot
Walters and his mother
Beatrice Layne Walters,
both of Betsy Layne,
Kentucky and his sister
Vivian Walters Blayton of
Odenton, Maryland, son
Danny Dean Honnoll of
Galveston, Texas, and
many uncles and aunts.
Gene was born on August
4, 1937 in Pikeville,
Kentucky, second child of
Luther and Bea. Gene
graduated from Betsy
Layne High School,
Kentucky. Shortly after

graduation, he enlisted in
the US Navy. Gene served
proudly and was honored
to be a veteran. He said, “I
was raised to believe in the
United States and the flag.
I admired vets who came
back from service, whether
they were in a coffin or
alive.”

thought of his family even
when he was away at work
and school. He prayed for
each member daily, as he
did his devotional time
with The Upper Room.

Serving his Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ side-by
-side with wife Diane,
Gene served many roles
but his favorites were
being chair of Membership
Care committee and head
of Ushers. Attending his
Walk to Emmaus in 1993
was so fulfilling that it
inspired him to take guitar
lessons. He loved serving
on Walks to Emmaus
weekends, especially as
musician. He was ‘on fire’
for Jesus.

Gene was a gentleman,
first and foremost. He was
humble, almost too much,
and his sense of humor
showed the most when
playing Mexican Train on
Friday nights with “all the
girls”. His goal recently
was to “get better so I
could play my guitar at
church with Pastor David
Meeker-Williams.” When
asked what Gene wanted to
be remembered by, he said
he didn’t know. “I’m sure
each one will have their
own memories.”

Gene was very
conscientious about taking
care of himself and he had
a team of doctors over the
When asked what has
years. He recently had
given him the most joy,
much loving care at
Gene quickly replied,
Houston Methodist San
“Accepting Jesus the first
Jacinto Hospital and
time and renewing my faith Compassus Hospice. Gene
at Highlands United
fought several cancers but
Methodist Church.”
this last one was too much.

Gene worked for NASA as
a draftsman and later
learned electrical design
and worked with Exxon in
Baytown. After retirement,
Gene enjoyed target
shooting. He proudly
showed his targets to
family and friends, and
would have loved to post
them on the wall in the
garage! He thought it
would deter criminals!
Gene expressed his love
for each and every one of
his family. He said that he

⛤Jamie Craig
⛤Robert Craig
⛤Ty Guillotte
⛤Brooke Hicks
⛤Chris Hicks

⛤Dion Horton
⛤Craig Stoy
⛤Jason James
⛤Daniel Stone
⛤Chris Lochridge ⛤& their families!
⛤Nicholas O’Neal
⛤Travis Stanley

$ 142,875.86
$ 144,771.00
Hands-On
Missions:

35

People were involved in
our hands-on-mission
work with Joyful Noise,
Methodist Meals, Rotary
Meals, The Fish Fry, Kid’s
Hope Fellowship &
Outreach, Clothe a Child
and more.

Sunday, Oct. 7 – 60
Sunday, Oct. 14 – 43

Sunday, Oct. 21 – 50
Sunday, Oct. 28 – 47

TIME
SENSITIVE
MATERIALS
OFFICIAL
CHURCH
BUSINESS
107 W. Houston
Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3614
highlandsmethodist.com

Office:
Open: Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
281-426-3614
Pastor:
Rev. David Meeker-Williams
pastor@highlandsmethodist.com
Director of Music Ministries:
Karen J Chisholm
281-300-1091 (cell)
Secretary / Bookkeeper
Christie Gates
christiegates@comcast.net
Nursery Director:
Marla Stephenson

