
 

October 2018 
Newsletter 

Worship -  10:45 am  
Sunday School Classes - 9:30 am  

 (for all ages)  

October 28th 
Good Samaritan 

October 21st 
Prodigal Son’s 

Brother 

October 7th 
Martha & Mary 

October 14th 
Prodigal Son 

I have ordered UNICEF boxes and they should be here by the 15th! You can pick them up in the office if you plan on collecting  
for UNICEF. Once collected please return to the office so I can send them one lump sum check. Also below is a label you can 

use if you can not get a box from the church. Simply cut the label out and glue/tape to a can or bottle.  



Methodist’s Stance on Halloween 
 

 Is Halloween something that should be embraced by the church? Or 
is it evil and should be avoided? The United Methodist Church does not 
have an official statement or position regarding Halloween. Church 
members are free to make their own decisions about participating in 
Halloween activities. Many local churches offer safe alternatives to 
traditional door-to-door trick-or-treating. Others turn the focus to more on 
giving than receiving. Collecting for UNICEF or giving Fair Trade 
chocolate are ideas for using the occasion to "treat" or give to others. 
 

History of Halloween 
 

 Halloween’s origins date back to the ancient Celtic festival of 
Samhain (pronounced sow-in). The Celts, who lived over 2,000 years 
ago in the area that is now Ireland, the United Kingdom and northern 
France, celebrated their new year on November 1.This day marked the 
end of summer and the harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold 
winter, a time of year that was often associated with human death. Celts 
believed that on the night before the new year, the boundary between 
the worlds of the living and the dead became blurred. On the night of 
October 31 they celebrated Samhain, when it was believed that the 
ghosts of the dead returned to earth. 
 

 By 43 A.D., the Roman Empire had conquered the majority of Celtic 
territory. In the course of the four hundred years that they ruled the 
Celtic lands, two festivals of Roman origin were combined with the 
traditional Celtic celebration of Samhain. The first was Feralia, a day in 
late October when the Romans traditionally commemorated the passing 
of the dead. The second was a day to honor Pomona, the Roman 
goddess of fruit and trees. The symbol of Pomona is the apple, and the 
incorporation of this celebration into Samhain probably explains the 
tradition of “bobbing” for apples that is practiced today on Halloween. 
All Saints Day 
 

 On May 13, 609 A.D., Pope Boniface IV dedicated the Pantheon in 
Rome in honor of all Christian martyrs, and the Catholic feast of All 
Martyrs Day was established in the Western church. Pope Gregory III 
later expanded the festival to include all saints as well as all martyrs, 
and moved the observance from May 13 to November 1. 
 
 

 By the 9th century the influence of Christianity had spread into Celtic 
lands, where it gradually blended with and supplanted the older Celtic 
rites. In 1000 A.D., the church would make November 2 All Souls’ Day, 
a day to honor the dead. It’s widely believed today that the church was 
attempting to replace the Celtic festival of the dead with a related church
-sanctioned holiday. 
 

 All Souls Day was celebrated similarly to Samhain, with big bonfires, 
parades, and dressing up in costumes as saints, angels and devils. The 
All Saints Day celebration was also called All-hallows or All-hallowmas 
(from Middle English Alholowmesse meaning All Saints’ Day) and the 
night before it, the traditional night of Samhain in the Celtic religion, 
began to be called All-Hallows Eve and, eventually, Halloween. 
 

 In American colonial times the celebration of Halloween was 
extremely limited in colonial New England because of the rigid 
Protestant belief systems there. Halloween was much more common 
in Maryland and the southern colonies. As the beliefs and customs of 
different European ethnic groups as well as the American Indians 
meshed, a distinctly American version of Halloween began to emerge. 
The first celebrations included “play parties,” public events held to 
celebrate the harvest, where neighbors would share stories of the dead, 
tell each other’s fortunes, dance and sing. 
 

 Colonial Halloween festivities also featured the telling of ghost 
stories and mischief-making of all kinds. By the middle of the nineteenth 
century, annual autumn festivities were common, but Halloween was not 
yet celebrated everywhere in the country. In the second half of the 
nineteenth century, America was flooded with new immigrants. These 
new immigrants, especially the millions of Irish fleeing the Irish Potato 
Famine, helped to popularize the celebration of Halloween nationally. 
 

 Borrowing from Irish and English traditions, Americans began to 
dress up in costumes and go house to house asking for food or money, 
a practice that eventually became today’s “trick-or-treat” tradition. In the 
late 1800s, there was a move in America to mold Halloween into a 
holiday more about community and neighborly get-togethers than about 
ghosts, pranks and witchcraft. At the turn of the century, Halloween 
parties for both children and adults became the most common way to 
celebrate the day. Parties focused on games, foods of the season and 
festive costumes. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/halloween-alternatives-gain-fans
https://www.unicefusa.org/trick-or-treat?utm_campaign=2017_misc&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=0178/2/_Google&utm_content=TOT_Search_Brand&ms=cpc_dig_2017_misc_0178/2/_Google_TOT_Search_Brand&initialms=cpc_dig_2017_misc_0178/2/_Google_TOT_Search_Brand&gclid=CjwKCA
http://shop.equalexchange.coop/chocolate.html
http://shop.equalexchange.coop/chocolate.html


History of Halloween - Cont. 
 

 By the 1920s and 1930s, Halloween had become a secular, but 
community-centered holiday, with parades and town-wide Halloween 
parties as the featured entertainment. Despite the best efforts of many 
schools and communities, vandalism began to plague some 
celebrations in many communities during this time. 
 
 By the 1950s, town leaders had successfully limited vandalism and 
Halloween had evolved into a holiday directed mainly at the young. Due 
to the high numbers of young children during the fifties baby boom, 
parties moved from town civic centers into the classroom or home, 
where they could be more easily accommodated. 
 
 Between 1920 and 1950, the centuries-old practice of trick-or-
treating was also revived. Trick-or-treating was a relatively inexpensive 
way for an entire community to share the Halloween celebration. In 
theory, families could also prevent tricks being played on them by 
providing the neighborhood children with small treats. 
 
 Thus, a new American tradition was born, and it has continued to 
grow. Today, Americans spend an estimated $6 billion annually on 
Halloween, making it the country’s second largest commercial holiday 
after Christmas. 
 
 The American Halloween tradition of “trick-or-treating” probably 
dates back to the early All Souls’ Day parades in England. During the 
festivities, poor citizens would beg for food and families would give them 
pastries called “soul cakes” in return for their promise to pray for the 
family’s dead relatives. 
 
 The distribution of soul cakes was encouraged by the church as a 
way to replace the ancient practice of leaving food and wine for roaming 
spirits. The practice, which was referred to as “going a-souling” was 
eventually taken up by children who would visit the houses in their 
neighborhood and be given ale, food and money. 
 
 The tradition of dressing in costume for Halloween has both 
European and Celtic roots. Hundreds of years ago, winter was an 
uncertain and frightening time. Food supplies often ran low and, for the 
many people afraid of the dark, the short days of winter were full of 
constant worry. 
 
 On Halloween, when it was believed that ghosts came back to the 
earthly world, people thought that they would encounter ghosts if they 
left their homes. To avoid being recognized by these ghosts, people 
would wear masks when they left their homes after dark so that the 
ghosts would mistake them for fellow spirits. On Halloween, to keep 
ghosts away from their houses, people would place bowls of food 
outside their homes to appease the ghosts and prevent them from 
attempting to enter. 
  
 Halloween has always been a holiday filled with mystery, magic and 
superstition. It began as a Celtic end-of-summer festival during which 
people felt especially close to deceased relatives and friends. For these 
friendly spirits, they set places at the dinner table, left treats on 
doorsteps and along the side of the road and lit candles to help loved 
ones find their way back to the spirit world. 

 Today’s Halloween ghosts are often depicted as more fearsome and 
malevolent, and our customs and superstitions are scarier too. We avoid 
crossing paths with black cats, afraid that they might bring us bad luck. 
This idea has its roots in the Middle Ages, when many people believed 
that witches avoided detection by turning themselves into black cats. 
 
 We try not to walk under ladders for the same reason. This 
superstition may have come from the ancient Egyptians, who believed 
that triangles were sacred (it also may have something to do with the 
fact that walking under a leaning ladder tends to be fairly unsafe). And 
around Halloween, especially, we try to avoid breaking mirrors, stepping 
on cracks in the road or spilling salt. 
 
 But what about the Halloween traditions and beliefs that today’s trick
-or-treaters have forgotten all about? Many of these obsolete rituals 
focused on the future instead of the past and the living instead of the 
dead. In particular, many had to do with helping young women identify 
their future husbands and reassuring them that they would someday—
with luck, by next Halloween—be married.  
 
In 18th-century Ireland, a matchmaking cook might bury a ring in her 
mashed potatoes on Halloween night, hoping to bring true love to the 
diner who found it. In Scotland, fortune-tellers recommended that an 
eligible young woman name a hazelnut for each of her suitors and then 
toss the nuts into the fireplace. The nut that burned to ashes rather than 
popping or exploding, represented the girl’s future husband. Another 
tale had it that if a young woman ate a sugary concoction made out of 
walnuts, hazelnuts and nutmeg before bed on Halloween night she 
would dream about her future husband. 
 
 Young women tossed apple-peels over their shoulders, hoping that 
the peels would fall on the floor in the shape of their future husbands’ 
initials; tried to learn about their futures by peering at egg yolks floating 
in a bowl of water; and stood in front of mirrors in darkened rooms, 
holding candles and looking over their shoulders for their husbands’ 
faces. 
 
 Other rituals were more competitive. At some Halloween parties, the 
first guest to find a burr on a chestnut-hunt would be the first to marry; at 
others, the first successful apple-bobber would be the first down the 
aisle. 
 
 Of course, whether we’re asking for romantic advice or trying to 
avoid seven years of bad luck, each one of these Halloween 
superstitions relies on the goodwill of the very same “spirits” whose 
presence the early Celts felt so keenly.  
https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween 



 

 
 Last Sunday in 
worship we were 
talking mostly 
about prayer: 
praying all the 
time, praying for 
each other, 
praying for 
healing.  One of 
the things I heard 
after worship was,  
“Whatever else 
happens, prayer 

always changes YOU.”  I think that’s true.  
It’s rather like forgiveness.  When I forgive 
someone, especially when the wrong is way 
in the past, my forgiveness may not affect 
that other person at all.  They may not even 
know they’ve been forgiven!  But while it 
may not affect THEM, it always affects ME.  
Prayer is like that.  
 
 So right now I’m thinking about the awful 
situation we are in as Americans.  To say we 
are divided doesn ’t even begin to describe 
the situation.   We ’ve lost sight of “not 
divided” as a good thing, a goal, a good way 
of getting things done.  Mostly, we don ’t 
seem to WANT to get past this.  Hatred may 
not be too strong a term.  We see each 
other as enemies, not as fellow Americans 
who disagree about stuff.  And that brings 
up one of the most difficult of Jesus ’ 
commandments:  
 
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you …” 
 

 
Were there situations like ours in the time 
of Jesus?  Sure!  Did Jesus think people like  
us might one day be in the same fix?   Sure!  
And his prescription, his commandment, 
only gives us two options when it comes to 
people we think of as enemies, we can love 
them or pray for them!  That ’s it!  
 
 Remember that “love” in the New 
Testament is less about how you feel and 
more about what you DO.  Jesus commands 
that we behave in a loving way (see 1 
Corinthians 13) toward our enemies.  We 
can do that.  It will be hard, but it is 
possible.  And Jesus commands that we pray 
for those on the other side, the ones who 
persecute us.  We can do that, too!  And I 
think that is exactly what is needed.  Prayer 
after all, may not change the other guy at 
all, but “prayer always changes ME.”  I don’t 
think the situation is going to get fixed by 
getting us all to agree on the big issues of 
the day.  That is, I don ’t think the situation 
will get fixed by defeating my enemies or 
forcing them to agree with me.  I do think 
the situation will begin to change when 
Christians like you and me find the grace to 
love and pray for the other guys, and allow 
God to work a change in our hearts.   
 
 Love THEM?    
Pray for THEM?  Yep!    
We can do that!  
 
Blessings, my friends,  

 

 

We Can Do That!!! 



 

1. The official United Methodist name for this  
 sacrament is:  

a. The Lord’s Supper  
b. Holy Communion  
c. Eucharist  
d. All of the above names are used by United 

Methodists.  
 
2. The word “Eucharist” is derived from the Greek 
 word(s) for:  

a. Bread  
b. Meal  
c. Thanksgiving  
d. “Let’s eat!”  

 
3. The term “open communion” means everyone is 
 invited to the communion table if they…  

a. Love Jesus  
b. Earnestly repent of their sins  
c. Seek peace with one another  
d. All of the above  

 
4. Which drink became popular because it was  
 suitable for alcohol-free Communion?  

a. Florida’s Natural Grape Juice  
b. Tropicana Red Grape Juice  
c. Welch’s Grape Juice  
d. Lucy & Ethel’s Freshly-Stomped Grape 

Juice  
 
5. Persons responsible for the preparation of the 
 bread, wine and Communion ware are called:  

a. Communion servers  
b. Communion stewards  
c. Communion ministers  
d. Communion hosts  

 
6. The act of dipping the bread into the wine during 
 Communion is called:  

a. Blending  
b. Dunking  
c. Intermingle  
d. Intinction  

 
7. Monthly and quarterly communion are popular in 
 the U.S. because:  

a. Pastors riding the circuit could not visit 
every church every Sunday  

b. When pastors were not available, laity 
(who cannot give communion) led wor-
ship  

c. Methodists got used to the irregular sched-
ule of communion  

d. All of the above  
 

8. In the formative years of the Methodist Church, 
 John Wesley took communion…  

a. Just on Sundays  
b. Four or five times a week  
c. Whenever Charles took communion  
d. Whenever the bread was fresh  

 
9. Why were the tops of 19th century communion 
 cups cut at an angle?  

a. Manufacturing of plastic cups was still 
decades away  

b. To avoid looking like shot glasses  
c. Glass blowers could never cut straight 

lines  
d. That’s how people drank grape juice back 

then  
 
10. There is a minimum age to receive communion in 
 a United Methodist church.  

a. True  

b. False    
 

         Answers:  
 
1. All of the above names are used. 
 
2. The word “Eucharist” is derived from the Greek word(s) 
for thanksgiving.  
 
3. The term “open communion” means everyone is invited 
to the communion table if they… all of the above.  
 
4. Which drink became popular because it was suitable 
for alcohol-free Communion? Welch’s Grape Juice.  
 
5. Persons responsible for the preparation of the bread, 
wine and Communion ware are communion stewards.  
 
6. The act of dipping the bread into the wine during 
Communion is called intinction.  
 
7. Monthly and quarterly communion are popular in the 
U.S. because: all of the above.  
 
8. In the formative years of the Methodist Church, John 
Wesley took communion four or five times a week.  
 
9. Why were the tops of 19th century communion cups 
cut at an angle? to avoid looking like shot glasses.  
 
10. There is a minimum age to receive communion in a 
United Methodist church. The correct answer is false.  



 This year’s Fish Fry was a 
HUGE success! So many people 
worked endlessly  to pull it all 
off.  
 
 This was the first year I 
actually got to see everything 
that goes in to the event and I 
was amazed by the drive and 
stamina of everyone involved!  
 
 They started months in 
advance getting everything 
together, ordering supplies, 
receiving donations for the 
auctions ect.  It is truly a sight 

you have to see to believe. 
Then when you thought that 
maybe it was too much to do 
and there was no way to get it 
done… Someone else would 
step up and help! 
 
 Don’t let all these smiling 
faces in the photos fool you! 
They were working hard and 
slept for days afterwards!  
 
 I, like many of you, am so 
happy to call Highlands United 
Methodist Church my home 
and I couldn’t be more proud! 



  
 The Annual Fish Fry is a 
family  event and you are 
never too young or too old to 
lend a hand. We had 
volunteers age 3 to age 93!  

 
 This year we served over 
725 fish dinners! That’s about 
1500 fish filets, 2500 
hushpuppies, 1000 potatoes… 
I can’t even imagine cooking 
that much!  
 
 The silent auction, live 
auction, and bake sale 
brought in over $6,000 as 
well! It was truly an 
unbelievable effort and 
return. 
 
  
 

 
 With the proceeds 
Highlands United Methodist 
Church will be able to give 
portions to Highlands Food 
Pantry, Highlands Fire  

 
Department, as well as other  
local charities and non-profits 
that help our community. 
 
 Next year’s Fish Fry will be 
even bigger and better! We 
need to start working out now 
in order to have the strength 
to get ready!  
 
All you guys are truly inspiring 
and bless this world with your 
acts and the love share with 
the world! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

8:30 am ESL 

 
6 pm Nominating 

Committee 

2 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Shirley’s Team 

3 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

4 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

5 6 

Methodist Meals 

 

M: Shirley B. 

D: Scott S. 

7 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

 

5 pm Joyful  Noise 

8 

8:30 am ESL 

 

3:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

6pm Finance 

 

7pm Trustees  

9 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Denny’s Team 

10 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 
 

7 pm Concerned 

Engagement with 

Vincent Harris 

11 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

 

10:45 am Worship 
 

12 Noon Churchwide 

Potluck Luncheon 

 

1 pm Outreach 

Committee Meeting 

 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

 

5 pm Joyful Noise 

15 

8:30 am ESL 

 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

16 

NO Rotary  

 

6:30 pm 

Methodist Men 

 

17 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

18 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

7 pm Book Club 

Not at the 

Church 

19 

 

20 

Methodist Meals 

 

M: Patsy P. 

D: Cora Lynn 

21 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

 

5 pm Joyful  Noise 

22 

7:30am  

Weekday  
Workday 
And Breakfast 
 

8:30 am ESL 
 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 
 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

23 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Laura’s Team 

 

 

 

24 

8:30 am ESL 

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

25 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

4 pm Friends 

Night Out 

 

 

26 27 

28 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

 

3:30 pm Bible Study 

 

5 pm Joyful  Noise 

29 

8:30 am ESL 

 

3:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

30 

12 pm 

Rotary 

Patsy’s Team 

31     Happy      . 

Halloween 

 

8:30 am ESL  

 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

 

6:30 pm  

Girl Scouts 

 

 

  

October 2018 



 
 Oct. 7th Oct. 14th Oct. 21st Oct. 28th 

Ushers:  
Thresa Hester 
Scott Singleton 

Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 

Leslie McGowin 
Fred Ketchem 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Fred Weisinger 

Lay Reader:  Felicia Burns Thresa Hester Shirley Painter Rae Jones 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 
Barbara Reeves 

Bud Yandell 
Patti Bell 

Sarah  Stanley 
Thresa Hester 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Signer:  Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Bud Yandell Denny Roberts 

Rotary  Team:  Team Shirley Team Denny Team Patsy Team Laura 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes 

Children’s 
Church:           

Julie Gilbert 
Rae Jones 

Felicia Burns 
Crystal Wingate 

Sandra Wingate 
Shirley Barnes 

Julie Gilbert 
Barbara Reeves 

Communion: 
Barbara Reeves 
Sandra Wingate 

Don Herman 
N/A N/A N/A 

October 5 
Nicholas Botch  

 

October 11 
Jaxon Leuellen  

 

October 11 
William O’Neal  

 

October 11 
Macie Powell  

 

October 18 
Danna Lambert  

 

October 19 
Randy Morales  

 

October 19 
Taro Rea Stanley 

 

October 20 
William Barrow  

October 20 
Brenda James  

 

October 21 
Terri Davis  

 

October 24 
Beverly Fowler  

 

October 26 
Sue Fitzpatrick  

 

October 28 
Gladys Prine  

 

October 29 
Marilyn Craig  

 

October 29 
Shirley Hausberger  

 

October 31 
Rusty Moore 

The church office is trying to update our records. If we have left your birthday or anniversary dates off of the 
newsletter please let the us know. 

Roy & Sarah Stanley 
October 10  

 

Aaron & Joyce James 
October 12  

 

David & Tracy Keyes 
October 23  



For kids of all ages!!! 



November 30th @ 6 pm 

There is only 1 Fun 
Friday left for this year! 

 
 

November 30th 
Go to Highlandsmethodist.com for registration 

forms and more details!  

 

 

November 30th  

will be  

FAMILY FUN FRIDAY!!! 

 

Everyone is invited.  
Check back for more details!!! 

Free Family Fun For Everyone!     6pm till 7:30 pm   October 31, 2018 

 Family-
Friendly 

alternative  
to  

Halloween! 

Wear 
costumes, 

play games, 
and win 
LOTS of 
candy! 

Highlands Assembly          406  N.  Magnol ia  St .          Highlands,  TX  

Highlands Ministerial Alliance  
 

October 20th  
 

Free Children’s 
Carnival 

 
700 S. Main St.  Highlands, TX 

Fal l  Fun at First Baptist Highlands  
October 31, 2018 

6 pm - 9 pm  

Family Fun for all ages! 
210 N.  Magnol ia    H ighl and s  TX,  77562 



All  Saints  Sund ay is  November  4t h.  
 

We will  b e rememb er ing  t hose in our  
church f amil y  w ho have p ass ed  s ince  

Novemb er  1 s t  of  las t  year.    

 

 
 

I f  t here  is  s ome one  you  have  l os t  in  t he  
last  year  w ho you would  l ike t o  

rememb er,   
pleas e l et  us  know  as  s oon as  p os s ibl e   

so we can includ e t hem in t he  
All  Saints  Day  Remembr ance.  

Community 
Pumpkin 

Patch! 
 

October 17th-31st, 
everyday from  

11am-7pm. 

 
We are located right off 

Hwy 90 at 1334 
Runneburg Road  

Crosby, Tx. 
 

Bring the entire family 
and pick out your perfect 
pumpkins to take home!  

Harvest  Moon 
 

 CRAFT VENDORS  

 

 SILENT AUCTION 
 

 SWEET SHOPPE 
 

 FOOD COURT 
 

 BBQ Sandwiches  
(Combo includes chips & drink)  

 Nachos  
 Frito Pie 
 Desserts  
 Popcorn / Kettle Corn 
 Hot Dogs 
 Sno-Cones  
 Drinks 

Festival 

 

 CHILDREN'S AREA 

 

Moon Walk  
Obstacle Course  
Giant Slide 
Games  
Cupcake Decorating 

 
 

 SCRAP METAL 
COLLECTION 
There will be a trailer for 
collection of scrap metal. 
 

 RUMMAGE SALE  

                   & 

 A PUMPKIN PATCH!  



 
 

 

Thursday,  Oct. 25th @ 4pm 

Engage in Missional 

Witness meetings   

with the churches of 

the South District and  

Rev. Dr. Vincent Harris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our first Weekday Workday went so well 
that we have decided to do it again!  

 

Our Second Breakfast and Brawn… Waffles and a 
Workout… Bacon and Broomsticks… Donuts and To

-do Lists… Ham and Hammers… Eggs and Elbow 
Grease… Grub and Rub…  Grits and Grime…   

 

Will be held on: 
 

 Tuesday October 23rd at 7:30 am 
 

We will be eating breakfast together then doing 
chores around the church. As well as any work orders 

that may have come in. 
 

Everyone is welcome, the young as well as the 
young at heart! 

 

Come for food, fun, fellowship and 
making our church fabulous! 

Nov. 30th 
6 pm 



Volunteers needed for Worship Service and Community Outreach  Programs  

 

Worship Service Programs need:  

 

Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter Decorators 
 
 

Community Outreach Programs need:  
 

Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise &  
Nickel Strings Praise Team,  and  Prayer Warriors. 

 
 
 

Make volunteering part of your schedule!!! 
 

Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, greet people as an Usher on Sunday mornings,  fulfill emergency prayer requests as a Prayer Warrior.  
 

There are opportunities to serve that can fit into anyone’s schedule! 
 

Some information about Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the church secretary on Mondays and sends greeting cards to visitors and 
members, if needed.. 
 
Methodist Meals: Every other  Saturday we cook lunch for  around 40 community members who are shut -ins and deliver it to 
them with love. We need people willing to help cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most meals have elements 
such as desserts and bread that can be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be added to the Methodist Meals email list 
and every 2 weeks when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on the list you can bring.  
 
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotary Club meets in our  Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for  them and they 
donate money to the church each week for use of the hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 9:00 am and are out 
of here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each team needs more 
help on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just help out from time to time. (Denny, 
Shirley Barnes, Patsy, Laura Pledger-Kiddo) 
 
Lay Readers: Reads dur ing the church service. This is not a rotating post, so try it out!  
 
Ushers: Seats visitors, helps take the offer ing dur ing the church service, counts the 
attendance. Fred Ketchem makes this list. No rotating schedule.  
 
Alter Decorations:  
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as needed. Teams alternate months.  
 
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always looking for 
more people to join their music ministries. Contact Karen Chisholm  
 
Prayer Warriors: The Prayer  Warr iors are a group of people who pray for  others. When an emergency prayer  request 
comes in to the church office (about twice a month) an email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray for the people in 
need of prayer. Nothing else required, just a commitment to pray for others when you can. 
 
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people are our  future and those young minds need guidance, nur tur ing 
and of course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann Cobb to find out the best way to help the children! 
 
Kids Hope: A National program for  at r isk youth. Mentors meet with their  students for  an hour  (-ish) of life together every 
week at school, during school hours. They engage in relationship building activities, with time spent on academics, fun activities, 
and life skills. You don’t have to have a degree, just an open heart and a willingness change someone's life as they change yours. 
Does require a background check. Check with Diane Walters for more details. 
 

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer positions, please contact the office, and we will 
make sure to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have business get in the way of helping 

sometimes, so the more we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to know what's going on so 
you can help when you can, call the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists! 

 

Marcelous-Williams 
Resource Center 

 

Highlands one stop 
source for assistance! 

SSI/SSDI benefits 
Social Security Disability 
Food/Food Stamps 
Clothing Needs 
Transportation 
Housing 
Mental Health Services 
Medicaid/Medicare 

Employment Resources 
Community Workshops 

 

If you are in need of assistance or 
would like to volunteer to help 

others, please call: 
 

Toll Free - (855) 449-1472 



Eva Whitfield 
Thompson Family 
Doc Craig 
Chuck Thompson 
Adrian Forsythe 
Barbara Reeves 
Linda Staples 
Sally Shawver 
Rachel Bailey 
Felicia Burns 
Sandra Wingate 
Le Eva Lusk 
Beth Nelson 
Erin & Camille 
William Crowe 
Clayton Bugbee 
Amber Fitzpatrick 
Julie Bugbee 
Patti Bell 
Elenanor Richie 
Whitney Lowrey 
Gerald Basden 
Edwina Bell 
Marsha Richie 
Emmitt Wilkinson 
Merline Marsh 

Kenneth Kilgore 
Lucy Rouse and Family 
Evelyn Smith and Family 
Gloria Padgett 
Ruby Harro 
Pamela Stewart 
Fredy De La Cruz 
Remedio Castillo 
Jenna Thiele 
Wilkinson Family 
Cindy Baugh 
Cathy Isbell 
Linda Featherston 
Ricky Jahacke 
Sue Edwards 
Fred Ketchem 
Sandra Denison 
Connie Gibson 
Nichole Rachel 
A.C. Burns 
Gail Disspayne 
Annalise 
Jared Bridwell 
Leslie Deines 
Clyde Keeling 
Carol Miller 

James O’Sullivan 
Lisa Bridges 
Darrel Buckalew 
Glenn Francois 
Calvin Cox 
Jacob Anzaldua 
Alex Shawver 
Amy Bailey 
Nancy Lowes 
Linda Sonnier 
Gene Smith 
Scooter Little 
Linda Little 
Brenda Little 
Elizabeth Hentley 
Hunter Rose Hix 
Tony Hix 
Jackie Dupree 
Keagan Hooks 
Alyssa Hooks 
Leslie McGowin 
Lisa O’Neal 
Bill O’neal 
Susan O’Neal 
Jacob Ratliff 
Connie Gibson 

Crystal Wingate 
Ory Sanford 
LaRae Sabford 
Allie Ferguson 
Cindy Forsythe 
Ricky Janke 
Kim Janke 
Patsy Piceynski 
Sharon Roberts 
Gene Walters 
Diane Walters 
Herman Family 
Kimberly Barnes 
Allie & Avery 
Ellie McDonald 
Malcolm Butler 
Al Marlow 
Jeannie Ressler 
Mary Gathright 
Shari Spangler 
Sarah Gardner 
Castillo Family 
Kenny Hebert 
Jimmy Eller 
Kenneth Hebert 
Shirley Hebert 

Bud Yandell 
Joyce Holleman 
Jude Kingston 
Jimmy Martin 
Tim Reed 
Fred Green 
Beth Nelson 
Isbell Family 
Benavidez Family 
Burnett Family 
Jimmy Harzke 
Amber Harmon 
Sebastian Benavides 
Benavides Family 
Family of Patricia Haman 
Don Herman 
Ricky Smith 
Jagur Smith 

 

People were involved in 
our  hands-on-mission 

work with Joyful Noise, 
Methodist Meals, Rotary 
Meals, The Fish Fry, Kid’s 

Hope Fellowship & 
Outreach, Clothe a Child 

and more. 

 
     Sunday, Sept. 2 – 58 
     Sunday, Sept. 9 – 63 

 
 

   
 
 

 
     Sunday, Sept. 16 – 48 
     Sunday, Sept. 23 – 36 
 

 

     

 

 

$ 134,024.86  
 

$ 134,987.07 

 
⛤Jamie Craig 
⛤Robert Craig 
⛤Ty Guillotte 
⛤Brooke Hicks 
⛤Chris Hicks 
⛤Dion Horton 
⛤Jason James 

⛤Chris Lochridge 
⛤Nicholas O’Neal 
⛤Travis Stanley 
⛤Craig Stoy 
⛤Daniel Stone 
⛤& their families! 

Give the gift of prayer. A gift  
you can  always afford, is always 

needed, and never goes out of style!  

Prayer Requests: 



 
107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

Office: 
Open:  Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

281-426-3614 

 
Pastor: 

Rev. David Meeker-Williams 
pastor@highlandsmethodist.com 

 
Director of Music Ministries: 

Karen J Chisholm 
281-300-1091 (cell) 

 
Secretary / Bookkeeper 

Christie Gates 
christiegates@comcast.net 

 
Nursery Director: 
Marla Stephenson 

OFFICIAL 
CHURCH 
BUSINESS 

 
 

TIME 
SENSITIVE 

MATERIALS 


