
 June 3    In the Beginning                                                                                      June 10     In the “End”  
 Genesis 1:1-5                 Revelation 21:1-7  
 

 
 

June 17    In the Meantime     Matthew 22:34-40  

Sunday  June  24th @  10 : 4 5  am  in   the   Sanctuary 
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Our Mother’s Day service was really 
special, with each lady in attendance 
receiving a very special gift from the 
church and special recognitions.  
 

Our Father’s Day service will be equally 
as special.  
 

Once again this year, the men of the 
church will take the reins and lead the 
service, sing as a choir and serve the 
church.  
 

It was a special service last year when 
they did this, and they are going to try to 
make it even better this year. Each man 
in attendance will receive a special gift 
from the church for their service to the 
mission of our body of believers. Be sure 
to attend.  
 

Father’s Day is on Sunday, June 17th.   



Thank You  

 

 As many of you already know, we 
announced to the congregation on Sunday, May 20 
that I am being reappointed by our Bishop to serve 
as the Pastor of St. John’s UMC in Rockdale, Texas. 
Raegan and the boys will be coming along as well as 
she has been appointed to serve as the Pastor of 
Lexington UMC and Blue UMC about 20 minutes 
from Rockdale.  
 

I have to confess to you that I have been 
battling mixed emotions since this move was 
announced. I am sad to be leaving Highlands. The 
people of the congregation here at Highlands UMC 
have been so good to me. I have cherished being 
able to be in ministry alongside all of you for the last 
three years. You have loved me and loved my 
family so well. You have been a constant source of 
encouragement and have aided me in my growth as 
a pastor beyond belief.  

 

 I will remember so many things about this 
wonderful place. I will remember worshipping God 
alongside you each Sunday in the Sanctuary. I will 
remember cooking fish every September alongside 
you, mentoring students at Highlands Elementary 
alongside you, and sitting in a room studying the 
Bible alongside you. I will remember the countless 
hours you have given to prepare meals to feed those 
in need in our community through Methodist Meals. 
I will remember how you have cared for one another 
both in life and in death. I will remember how you 
opened the doors of the church to Rotary, the Boy 
Scouts, the Girl Scouts, and English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes as a way to deepen our 
place in the community and reach out beyond our 
walls. There are so many more things I could list, 
but I want to leave space for other things in the 
newsletter. I am sad to be leaving here but also 
eternally grateful for my time here.  

 

 I am anxious to see what is next for the 
Highlands UMC family as well. I am excited that 
you will be able to greet Rev. David Meeker-
Williams as your new interim pastor on July 1. 
David has a wealth of experience serving churches 
in the Texas Annual Conference and will no doubt 
be a huge blessing to the church during his interim 
appointment here.  

 
 I am also anxious 
to see what God has next  
for me. These moves and 
changes do not simply 
happen by chance. Our 
Bishop and the 
appointment making 
cabinet enter into deep 
prayer about every move 
that takes place each 
year. I do not doubt that 
God prompted them to 
this. I do not doubt that 
there is work for me to do 
there even if I am not quite sure what it is yet. I 
think we all encounter situations like this at some 
point in our lives, which means you know as well as 
I do that this is where faith comes in. We trust and 
believe in God who works for the good of those who 
love him (Romans 8:28). It is because of this that we 
can move forward without anxiety about the future. 
God is already working something great, even if we 
can’t quite see it yet.  

 

 I urge you to continue to love God and to 
love one another, to continue to witness to your faith 
in every moment of every day and to continue to 
serve God with all your heart. May God bless you 
and keep you and may his grace and peace go with 
you all the days of your life. As one who is grateful 
for all you have done for me and all you have done 
and continue to do to 
bring about the 
kingdom of God in 
this world, I have 
two simple words…
Thank You! 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
 

John 

 
 

Rev. John Seaton 

pastor ’ s  page  



I am SO excited about coming to HUMC as your interim 
pastor.  As Paul might say, " I have heard of your good 
works."  That is, I was at St John's in Baytown when Jim Reiter 
and Don Lewis were your pastors, and I also spoke with Karl 
Tewold at The Annual Conference.  (Yes, pastors talk about 
congregations, too!)  All of them remember your love, faith and 
good works. 
 

My wife, Marilyn, and I served churches in the conference for 
about twenty-five years and retired four years ago.   We live on 
the near north-side of Houston, close to the train, and like to 
think of ourselves as young urbanites!   
 

We spend our time caring for our nine month old grandson, Levi the Perfect, 
working in the garden (Yard of the Month in Lindale Park) and doing interim 
ministry when called.  
 

Let me say a word about that "interim" part.   We're not 
sure whether this particular appointment is for six or 
twelve months, but I'm not thinking of holding a place 
until the next pastor comes, I'm not thinking of just 
"marking time."   There is much to do and the work is way 
too important!   I'm anxious to get started.  
 
Blessings,  
 
 
 
 

David 

 

 

Rev. David Meeker-Williams 

Inter Im pastor ’ s  page  



For kids of all ages!!! 



To all you dads out there: While you're relaxing in your recliner and watching sports 
on June 17, and your kids are on their best behavior to honor Father's Day, don't forget 
to thank a United Methodist. That's right. Not one, but two United Methodist churches 
can lay claim to originating the celebration of all things paternal. 
 

In 1909 in Spokane, Wash., Sonora Smart Dodd listened to a Mother's Day sermon at Central Methodist Episcopal Church. Having 
lost her mother, Dodd felt moved to honor her father, and fathers everywhere, with a special day as well. She proposed her idea to 
local religious leaders. June 19, 1910, was designated as the first Father's Day, and sermons honoring fathers were presented 
throughout the city. 
 

When newspapers across the country carried the story about Spokane's observance, the popularity of Father's Day spread. Several 
presidents declared it a holiday, and in 1972, Richard Nixon established it as the third Sunday in June. 
 

It didn’t end there, and actually didn’t start there either… 
 

Two years earlier, on July 5, 1908, a Father's Day sermon was preached at Williams Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
thanks to the efforts of Grace Golden Clayton. 
 

In December 1907, a terrible mine explosion in nearby Monongah claimed the lives of more than 360 men. Most of them had fami-
lies, and the tragedy left 1,000 children fatherless. Clayton was distraught by the thought of all those children growing up without a 
father's guidance, and wanted to do something to honor the importance of fatherhood. She asked her pastor to set aside a special day 
to commemorate fathers. She chose the Sunday closest to the birthday of her late father, also a Methodist preacher. 
However, unlike the Spokane service, the Fairmont event drew little attention outside the area. 
 

Fairmont historians concede that Sonora Dodd deserves credit for bringing the holiday to national prominence, but want it known 
that they did beat her to the idea. "We don't claim popularizing the day, but we have proof we were the first to have a church ser-
vice," said the Rev. D.D. Meighen, retired pastor of the Fairmont church. 
 

Coincidentally, the first Mother's Day was observed on May 10, 1908, at Andrews Methodist Church in Grafton, W.Va. 
 

West Virginia Methodists clearly love their parents more than the rest of us. 
 

So enjoy firing up that grill and napping in the hammock, dads everywhere. You've earned it, and the United Methodists have your 
back! 
 

Referenced from News media contact: Joey Butler, Nashville, Tenn., (615) 742-5105 or newsdesk@umcom.org.Originally published June 18, 2010. 

Happy Fathers Day 

The mission of Methodist Men is 
to support spiritual growth among 

men, helping men to mature as 
disciples as they encourage 

spiritual formation in others. The 
focus is not inward, concentrating 

only on those who attend, but 
outward to all of the community. 
They are examples of God’s love 
in action as they help the church 

and the community. 

Along with the multiple 
wheelchair ramps Methodist Men 
have built for the community this 

year, they have also made it 
possible for our church to repave 

part of our driveway by the 
kitchen, as well as, put a 

covering over the walkway going 
from the Fellowship Hall to the 

Sanctuary. No more getting 
soaked on rainy days!  

Methodist Men’s Meeting    
 

   June 17,  2018  
6:30 pm 

 

Join us for  
food, fun and fellowship! 

All men are welcome to come  

Thank You Methodist Men for all the love you show! 

mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org


Minister Schedule June 2018 
 
 

Sunday,  June 3 Sunday,  June 10 Sunday,  June 17 Sunday,  June 24 

Ushers:  
Scott Singleton 
Thresa Hester 

Fred Ketchem 
Cora Lynn Miller 

Methodist Men 
Freddie Gregersen 

Fred Ketchem 

Lay Reader:  Leslie McGowin Shirley Painter Methodist Men Amy Bailey 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 

Bud Yandell 
Bud Yandell 

Patti Bell 
Thresa Hester 
Sarah Stanley 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Signer:  Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Shirley Barnes Bud Yandell 

Rotary  
Team:  

Team  Shirley Team Denny Team Patsy Team Laura / Barbara 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes 

Children’s 
Church:           

Mary Ann Cobb 
Julie Gilbert 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Barbara Reeves 

Thresa Hester 
Dru Cox 

Julie Gilbert  
Rae Jones 

Communion: 
Barbara Reeves 

Julie Gilbert 
Wesley Hicks 

N/A N/A N/A 

June 2, Christian Elizondo  

June 4, Donna Hebert  

June 4, Barbara Moran  

June 4, Mary Ann Stone  

June 5, Jennifer Gates  

June 6, Elizabeth McCullen  

June 11, David Keyes  

June 23, Sherley Westbrook  

June 24, Kenny Hebert  

June 26, Mary Gathright  

June 28, Marion Miller  

June 30, Joyce James 

Jacob & Jennifer   
Fontenot   
June 10  

  
Kenny & Staci   

Guil lot te  
June 11  

   
Rusty  & Debbie  Moore  

June 22  

The church office is trying to update 
our records. If we have left your 

birthday or anniversary dates off of 
the newsletter please let the us know. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

     1 2 

Methodist Meals 

Shirley Barnes 

3 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

 

4 5 

12 pm 

Rotary 

6 7 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

8 

6 pm 

Fun Friday 

9 

10 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

 

12 pm  

Churchwide 

Luncheon 

 

5 pm 

Joyful Noise 

11 

7 pm 

Trustees  

Meeting 

12 

12 pm 

Rotary 

13 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

14 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

15 16 

Methodist Meals 

Patsy Piceynski 

17 Father’s   

          Day 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

18 19 

12 pm 

NO Rotary 

 

6:30 pm 

Methodist Men 

Meeting 

20 

 

21 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

 

22 23 

24 

9:30 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:45 am 

Worship 

 

5 pm  

Joyful Noise 

25 

6:30 pm 

SPRC Meeting 

26 

12 pm 

Rotary 

27 

6 pm 

Choir Practice 

28 

11:30 am 

Office Angels 

 

4 pm 

Friends Night 

Out 

29 30 

Methodist Meals 

Brenda Jack 

June 2018 



Luncheon 

Andrew Davis 

Rae Jones 

Cierra Dean 



 
 

Friday,  June 26th @ 4pm Fellowship  Hall 

The United Methodist Baptism Quiz  
 
1.   The United Methodist Church recognizes two sacraments.  
       They are:  

a. Baptism and communion  
b. Baptism and confirmation  
c. Baptism and marriage  
d. Choir and potlucks  

 
2.    In the sacrament of baptism, we are:  

a. Initiated into Christ’s holy church  
b. Incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation  
c. Given new birth through water and the Spirit  
d. All of the above  

 
3.    How many times can a person be baptized?  

a. Multiple times, depending upon your age  
b. Multiple times, with approval from a bishop  
c. Only once  
d. Depends on how well you can swim  

 
4.    The accepted age to receive the sacrament of baptism is:  

a. Birth to 3 years  
b. School age (5+ years)  
c. When someone can recite a Profession of Faith  
d. There is no accepted age – baptism is open to all ages.  

 
5.    Water is used in baptism because it symbolizes:  

a. The waters of creation  
b. New birth  
c. Cleansing us from sin  
d. All of the above  

 
6.    The approved method(s) of baptism is/are:  

a. Pouring  
b. Sprinkling  
c. Immersion  
d. All of the above  

 

 
7.    Following the act of baptism, the pastor then offers:  

a. A reading of the Gospel when John the Baptist baptized 
Jesus  

b. An invocation with the laying on of hands  
c. A moment of silent prayer  
d. A warm, fuzzy bathrobe  

 
8.    If you are baptized as an infant you should be baptized again  
       when older.  

a. True  
b. False  

 
9.    Those baptized in a United Methodist congregation are also  
        baptized members of:  

a. The Church universal  
b. The denomination of The United Methodist Church  
c. The local congregation  
d. All of the above  

 
10. When churches report membership statistics, they report the  
       number of:  

a. Everyone baptized in their church  
b. Everyone attending church throughout the year  
c. Everyone who was baptized and publicly professed both 

the baptismal and membership vows  
d. Everyone who enjoys coffee or tea “strangely warmed.”  

 
 
 

This quiz was produced by United Methodist Communications 
 
 
 

Answers:  

1. a   2. d   3. c   4. d   5. d   6. d   7. b   8. b   9. d   10.c 

June 8th @ 6 pm 



Volunteers needed for Worship Service 

and Community Outreach  Programs 
 
 

Worship Service Programs need:  

 

Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter Dec-
orators 

 
 

Community Outreach Programs need:  

 

Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise &  
Nickel Strings Praise Team,  and  Prayer Warriors. 

 
 
 

Make volunteering part of your 
schedule!!! 

 

Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, greet people as an Usher on Sunday 
mornings,  fulfill emergency prayer requests as a Prayer Warrior.  

 

There are opportunities to serve that can 
fit into anyone’s schedule! 

 

Some information about Volunteer Opportunities: 
 
Monday Morning Methodists (MMM): Contacts the church secretary on Mondays and sends greeting cards to visitors and 
members, if needed.. 
 
Methodist Meals: Every other  Saturday we cook lunch for  around 40 community members who are shut -ins and deliver it to 
them with love. We need people willing to help cook or bring food. Even if you are busy on Saturdays, most meals have elements 
such as desserts and bread that can be dropped off at the church in advance. Just ask to be added to the Methodist Meals email list 
and every 2 weeks when the menu goes out you can see if there is anything on the list you can bring.  
 
Rotary Meals Teams: Each week the Highlands Rotary Club meets in our  Fellowship Hall. We cook lunch for  them and they 
donate money to the church each week for use of the hall and for the meals. They usually start cooking around 9:00 am and are out 
of here by 1:30-2:00pm. You do not have to be here that entire time to help. The teams alternate weeks and each team needs more 
help on Tuesdays. Speak to one of the leaders listed if you would like to join a team or even just help out from time to time. (Denny, 
Shirley Barnes, Patsy, Laura Pledger-Kiddo) 
 
Lay Readers: Reads dur ing the church service. This is not a rotating post, so try it out!  
 
Ushers: Seats visitors, helps take the offer ing dur ing the church service, counts the 
attendance. Fred Ketchem makes this list. No rotating schedule.  
 
Alter Decorations:  
Decorate the Sanctuary and alter for various themes as needed. Teams alternate months.  
 
Joyful Noise and Nickel Strings Praise Team—You love to sing? You’re in luck! Joyful Noise Praise team is always looking for 
more people to join their music ministries. Contact Karen Chisholm  
 
Prayer Warriors: The Prayer  Warr iors are a group of people who pray for  others. When an emergency prayer  request 
comes in to the church office (about twice a month) an email goes out to the Prayer Warriors for them to help pray for the people in 
need of prayer. Nothing else required, just a commitment to pray for others when you can. 
 
Children’s Church and Sunday School: The young people are our  future and those young minds need guidance, nur tur ing 
and of course FUN!!! Please contact Mary Ann Cobb to find out the best way to help the children! 
 
Kids Hope: A National program for  at r isk youth. Mentors meet with their  students for  an hour  (-ish) of life together every 
week at school, during school hours. They engage in relationship building activities, with time spent on academics, fun activities, 
and life skills. You don’t have to have a degree, just an open heart and a willingness change someone's life as they change yours. 
Does require a background check. Check with Diane Walters for more details. 
 

If you would like be added to one of these volunteer positions, please contact the office, and we will 
make sure to get you set up. People get sick, go on vacations, or have business get in the way of helping 

sometimes, so the more we have on each list the better. Even if you just want to know what's going on so 
you can help when you can, call the church office to be added to one of the mailing lists! 

Volunteering 
(a conversation with Jesus) 

 

Volunteer. 
Wait!  What? 
They want volunteers? 
For what? 
Doesn’t matter?! 
No, I don’t want to volunteer, 
To be called each time 
Another body is needed. 
 
Wait.  What? 
You volunteered? 
Oh, yeah, for the cross. 
For the world. 
But, look, I’m no messiah. 
I’m what?   
Say that again? 
I’m a whosoever? 
What’s a whosoever? 
 
Oh, whosoever will may come 
To You and be saved. 
Right.  Got it.  Check. 
And I’m what?  Paid for? 
Did I miss something? 
 

 
 
 
I don’t recall being a slave. 
Oh, yeah, to serve the flesh, 
To go along with my friends. 
Well, I don’t do that anymore. 
 
What?  You’re my friend? 
Well, yeah, but I can’t see you. 
Really?  When I look at some-
one  
in need, 
I’m looking at you? 
 
Listen, Jesus, I can’t help every-
body. 
What do you mean “but I could  
help one”? 
Which one? 
Oh, the one I see who has a 
need. 
And if I’m serving others, 
I am your hands and feet. 
Yeah, I think I’d like to volunteer. 
Sign me up! 

 

     By: Karen J Chisholm 
    Inspired by God February 28, 2018 



Gene Walters 
Bud Yandell 
Shuan Rogers 
Dorthy Youngblood 
Darla Mitchell 
Michael Esept 
Paul Sonnier 
Tia Sonnier 
Linda Sonnier 
Adrian Sonnier 
Steve Lewis 
Ken Rushing 
Ory Sanford 
LaRae Sanford 
Crystal Wingate 
Jacob Ratliff 
Henry Schoonover 
Larry Smith 
Sebastian Frenzel and 
Family 
Michael Worrels 
Gabby Worrels 
Kenneth Hebert 
Shirley Hebert 
Baby Elliot 
Donna, Erin and Camille 
Erin Castillo 
Harzke Family 
Tani Traver 
Sharon Lane 
Eleanor Richie 
Edwina Bell 

Gerald Basden 
Patti Bell 
Jimmy Martin 
Joyce Holleman 
Sharon Roberts 
Malcom Butler 
Rev. John and Family 
David Isbell 
Wayne Wilson 
Linda Burns 
Lee Galloway 
Julie Gilbert 
Doc Craig 
Leo Babel 
Steven Gates 
Patsy Piceynski 
Laura Pledger 
Amy Bailey 
Carol McCain 
Cathy Isbell 
Herman Family 
Benavidez Family 
Isbell Family 
Burnett Family 
Lisa O’Neal 
Susan O’Neal 
Bill O’Neal 
Diane Walters 
Daniel Bugbee 
Arthur Burns 
Melinda Stewart 
Gwendolyn Wingate 

Jacob Ratliff 
Barbara Thomas 
Karen Chisholm 
Luis Castillo 
Ronald Whitlow 
Alain Berard 
Debbie Lambright 
Jennifer Fontenot 
Paulette Singleton 
Don Cox 
Cordila Euwell 
Family of Randell Elledge  
Melinda Stewart 
Jimmy Martin 
Sarah Stubblefield 
Lisa Daughetee 
Family of James Crawford 
Jeanne Bradshaw 
Melba Spears 
Family of Mike 
Kingston 
Santa Fe High School 
Tim Reed 
Susie Cuevas 
Tammy Lopez 
Knox Hurst 
Debbie Moore 
Chuck Thompson 
Mary Gathright 
Ray Segura 
Emmitt Wilkins 
Kim Barnes 

Jesse Wingate 
Heidi Ponder 
LaRae Sanford 
Jessie Wingate 
Gene Walters 
Diane Walters 
Linda Sonnier 
Steve Lewis 
Julie Gilbert 
Doc Craig 
Ken Rushing 
Peggy Derduen 
Brenda Green 
James O’Sullivan 
Alex Shawver 
Wendy Hardway 

Pray For Our Church & Our Members:   

 

 
 
 
 
 

      
Sunday, May 6 – 55 
Sunday, May 13 – 77 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, May 20 – 63 
Sunday, May 27 – 50 

 

 

Hands-On  
Miss ions:   

  
 

38  

     
 

 

 
 
 

 
⛤ Jamie Craig 
⛤ Robert Craig 
⛤ Ty Guillotte 
⛤ Brooke Hicks 
⛤ Chris Hicks 
⛤ Dion Horton 
⛤ Jason James 

 

 
 
 

⛤ Chris Lochridge 
⛤ Nicholas O’Neal 
⛤ Travis Stanley 
⛤ Craig Stoy 
⛤ Daniel Stone 
⛤ & their families! 

People were involved in 
our  hands-on-mission 

work with Joyful Noise, 
Methodist Meals, Rotary 

Meals, The Fish Fry, 
Kid’s Hope Fellowship 
& Outreach, Clothe a 

Child and more. 

     

 
 

$ 66,202.00 

 
$ 69,761.00 



 
107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

Office: 
Open:  Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

281-426-3614 

 
Pastor: 

Rev. John Seaton 
jseaton@highlandsmethodist.com 

 
Director of Music Ministries: 

Karen J Chisholm 
281-300-1091 (cell) 

 
Secretary / Bookkeeper 

Christie Gates 
christiegates@comcast.net 

 
Nursery Director: 
Marla Stephenson 

OFFICIAL 
CHURCH 
BUSINESS 

 
 

TIME 
SENSITIVE 

MATERIALS 


