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I was joking to somebody the other day about
how I like to think of the season of Lent in the
Church kind of like Christian New Year’s.
Why? Well each year when we give things up
for Lent, it is kind of like making resolutions.
We approach these “resolutions” with the best
of intentions but more often than not they fall
by the wayside sooner rather than later. So
this is for all of you who just couldn’t resist
that delicious piece of cake, refreshing Coke
or savory candy bar. It is also for those who
just couldn’t wake up consistently early
enough to sustain that morning prayer time or
fit in reading that chapter of the Bible every
night before bed. Giving things up with the
intention of using that time to draw closer to
God is a good thing, but sometimes a quick
dose of perspective shows us how difficult
that can be.
Actually, come to think of it, perspective is a
good word for Lent. On Ash Wednesday (the
first day of the season of Lent), we took upon
ourselves a cross of ashes while receiving the
words “from dust you came and to dust shall
return.” Talk about perspective. Those words
remind us that God created humanity out of
the dust of the earth; the very same earth that
God also created. God formed us but we
didn’t actually come to life until God breathed
into us his breath. There is some more
perspective. Every breath we take in and out
is the breath of God. We often talk about God
living in us. Every breath we take is a
reminder of that.
That is the dust we came from, but what about
the dust we shall return to? That is a little
more complicated and way more humbling.
God gave us life and directions in order to
sustain it. The problem was that our first
ancestors Adam and Eve didn’t listen very
well. Rather than follow God, they chose to
disobey what God had told them. As a result,
something we have come to know as sin
entered the world.
Sin is a tough word. We often think of sin as
actions we take against God. That is not
entirely true. Sin is a condition. It is
something we are all born with as a result of
those choices of our earliest ancestors. The
condition of sin we bear seeks to separate us

from God through actions of disobeying God
much like Adam and Eve did. We loosely call
those actions the plural “sins.” The individual
acts come and go but the condition remains.
The condition of sin in our lives brings death
and the harsh reality that we will die and
ultimately return to the very same dust used to
create us. This is the reality we own on Ash
Wednesday. God created us from dust and sin,
which brings death, seeks to send us back to
dust.
Our Creator, though, has a trump card. God,
out of his love for us, was not content to let
humanity’s disobeying and the condition of
sin have the final word. God instead chose to
put on human flesh in his son Jesus Christ and
come to earth. Jesus, because of his
miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit in
Mary, was both fully divine and fully human
which also meant he didn’t carry that stain of
Adam and Eve’s sin.
What Jesus did do was live a full human life
with every opportunity to disobey God and
invite the condition of sin in. Thanks be to
God that Jesus did not. But, the world in our
condition of sin, hated Jesus and ultimately
sought to kill him. Jesus, being the sinless
obedient servant of God, gave himself up and
chose to let that sin be poured out on him and
ultimately kill him. Death was not the end for
this sinless servant of God though. God, in
light of the selfless sacrifice of Jesus, raised
Jesus up from the dead thereby conquering the
power of death that sin brings. Jesus then
likewise offered to all who believe in him the
opportunity to be forgiven when they disobey
God and receive the same ultimate victory
over sin and death that Jesus achieved in his
resurrection to eternal life with God forever.
What a wonderful gift!
What a wonderful Savior!
And what a wonderful
perspective this Lenten
(and Easter) season can
bring to show us just how
much our God loves us.
Blessings,
John

Recommendations from Pastor John

Adam Hamilton
It is one of the most well-known
events in human history. The
crucifixion of Jesus Christ on a
Friday almost 2000 years ago is
not only a defining moment in
Christianity but in the history of
the world. As we move closer to
the celebration of day again this
year at the end of March, this
book from Rev. Adam Hamilton,
pastor of Church of the
Resurrection (United Methodist) in Kansas City, give us an in
depth look at the events leading up to that fateful day.
Hamilton focuses on the significance of the day, but also on
some of the details along the way. The goal throughout is to
give the reader a better understanding of what exactly took
place that day, how it took place and the meaning of it for all
people. The book is an easy read as Hamilton writes in a very
conversational style that you would expect from a pastor. If
you’re wanting to dive deeper into Jesus’ crucifixion and
subsequent resurrection mean for us this Good Friday and
Easter, this is a great place to start.

C a m p u s I mp r o ve me n t s
Our trustees have been busy making capital improvements
to our church campus in 2018. They always work hard to
keep everything in shape and the campus looking nice, but
they have been working overtime!
Everyone’s day has been brightened, in more ways than
one, by the installation of new lights throughout the
fellowship hall and Sunday School rooms. Make sure you
check it out, but you may need to wear your sunglasses!
The Sunday School rooms adjacent to the Fellowship Hall
have also been spruced up a bit as well!

A Note From
Bill O’Neal
Thank you David Loveless, for the
multitude of hours you put in while
being flexible and gracious the
entire time.

They aren't stopping there! They have
more plans in the works to repair the
driveway located by the kitchen and
replace the aging carport.
If you or anyone you know would
like to help in these efforts please
contact the church office!

I also want to thank Denny Roberts, Greg
McCullough, Adrian Sonnier, and Doug Cox for
going out of their way and donating their time and
skills to help complete the job more quickly.
Thank all of you for making God’s Church shine
even brighter!
~Bill O’Neal

O n g o i n g P r o g r a m s at H i g h l a n d s U M C
Kid’s Hope: School Mentor ing pr ogr am in par tner ship with Highlands Elementar y. We ser ve 13 kids each week with
supporting prayer partners
Rotary Meals: each Tuesday ser ving 30 lunches each week. The Rotar y Club is a ser vice or ganization that focuses their
energies on helping the Highlands community. Volunteers needed to help with cooking.
English As a Second Language: We host in par tner ship with Har r is County Dept. of Education, Lee College and Goose
Creed CISD. Approx. 40 students attend the class Monday & Wednesday mornings. People from many counties attend. Childcare
is provided.
Methodist Meals: (Meals on Wheels) We deliver between 35-45 meals twice a month to shut-ins. Volunteers needed to help with
food, cooking or delivering.
Bible Study Class: TBA
Joyful Noise & Nickel Strings Praise Team: Special music gr oup that per for ms and shar es J esus with the community. New
members always welcome!

Highlands Food Pantry: We contr ibute our offer ings dur ing communion and other special donations to help suppor t the
Highlands Food Pantry.
Methodist Men: A gr oup of men who come together to help the community and those in need.

Be kind to Your little children, Lord.
Be a gentle teacher, patient with our weakness and
stupidity.
And give us the strength and discernment to do what
You tell us, and so grow in Your likeness.
May we all live in the peace that comes from You.
May we journey towards Your city, sailing through the
waters of sin untouched by the waves, borne serenely
along by the Holy Spirit.
Night and day may we give you praise and thanks,
because You have shown us that all things belong to
You, and all blessings are gifts from You.
To You, the essence of wisdom, the foundation of
truth, be glory for evermore.
– Clement of Alexandria, 150-215 A.D.
We are all children of God
and as typical children we
make mistakes, we disobey,
and we do things we know
we shouldn’t do.

But just like any parent,
God helps us see our
mistakes, God accepts
repentance when we
disobey, and God will help
us when we have gone
astray.

For kids of all ages!!!

2018

During Scout Sunday we had
young visitors from the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts come
and help lead worship.

The Scout Oath and the Girl
Scout Promise both state that
they should do their duty and
serve God, and that, they did!
It was wonderful having them
and I can’t wait till next year!
Always support the Girl Scouts
and Boy Scouts when you can.
They are our future.

Sun

4
3rd Sunday in Lent

Mon

5
ESL 8:30 am

Tue

6
Rotary

Sunday School 9:30 am Finance Meeting 6 pm
Worship 10:45 am

Wed

7
ESL 8:30 am
Choir 6 pm

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Office Angels
11 am

2

3
Methodist Meals
Brenda

8
Office Angels
11 am

9

10

15
Office Angels
11 am

16

17
St. Patrick’s Day

Joyful Noise 5 pm

11
4th Sunday in Lent

12
ESL 8:30 am

13
Rotary

Sunday School 9:30 am Trustees
7 pm
Worship 10:45 am

14
ESL 8:30 am
Choir 6 pm

Methodist Meals
Mary Ann

Book Club 6:30
pm

Joyful Noise 5 pm

18
5th Sunday in Lent

19
ESL 8:30 am

Sunday School 9:30 am Fellowship
Meeting 5 pm
Worship 10:45 am

20
Rotary

21
ESL 8:30 am

Methodist Men
6:30 pm

Choir 6 pm

27
Rotary

28
ESL 8:30 am

22
Office Angels
11 am

23

24

29
Office Angels
11 am

30

31
Holy Saturday

Joyful Noise 5 pm

25
Palm Sunday
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:45 am
Joyful Noise 5 pm

26
ESL 8:30 am

Choir 6 pm

Maundy
Thursday
Service
6 pm

Good
Friday
Service
12 noon

Minister Schedule February 2018
Sunday, March 4

Sunday, March 11

Sunday, March 18

Sunday, March 25

Barbara Reeves
Bud Yandell

Leslie McGowin
Fred Ketchem

Denny Roberts
Sharon Roberts

John McDaniel
Julie Gilbert

Rae Jones

Dru Cox

Roy Stanley

Brenda Jack

Counters:

Patsy Piceynski
Debbie Moore

Bud Yandell
Patti Bell

Thresa Hester
Sarah Stanley

Barbara Reeves
Shirley Painter

Signer:

Shirley Barnes

Denny Roberts

Bud Yandell

Bud Yandell

Rotary
Team:

Team Shirley

Team Denny

Team Patsy

Team Laura / Barbara

MMM:

Laura Pledger

Julie Gilbert

Barbara Reeves

Shirley Barnes

Patti Bell

Julie Gilbert

Shirley Barnes

Jennifer Allen

Diane Walters
Julie Gilbert

Mary Ann Cobb
Shirley Barnes

Diane Walters
Thresa Hester

Mary Ann Cobb
Rae Jones

Sandra Wingate
Denny Roberts
Rae Carpenter

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ushers:
Lay Reader:

Nursery:
Children’s
Church:

Communion:

March 14, Dana & Amy Bailey
March 17,Terry & Tina Bridwell
March 31, Bill & Susan O’Neal

The church office is trying to
update our records. If we
have left your birthday or
anniversary dates off of the
newsletter please let the us
know.

March 2, Larry Haymes
March 3, Margaret Botch
March 5, Cora Lynn Miller
March 5, Adrian Sonnier
March 6, Linda Sonnier
March 7, Donald Stone
March 10, Preston Griffith
March 13, Ty Guillotte
March 16, Fayth Brady
March 20, Tina Bridwell
March 20, Preston Williams
March 22, Addison Fontenot
March 24, Lindsey Bell
March 24, Roy Stanley
March 29, Geneva Holifield

There are many
opportunities to
volunteer to help
our church as well
as our community.
There is something
for everyone!

We are in need of volunteers for our Worship
Service and community outreach programs
Worship Service Programs need:
Ushers, Lay Readers, Communion Steward, and Alter
Decorators
Community Outreach Programs that need volunteers
are:
Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, Joyful Noise and Nickel
Strings Praise Team, and Prayer Warriors.
Make volunteering part of your schedule!
Drop off a cake for Methodist Meals, help greet people as an
Usher on Sunday mornings, fulfill emergency prayer
requests as a Prayer Warrior.
There are opportunities to serve that can fit into anyone’s schedule!

Call the church
office and find out
more information!
We can help you
find the right
opportunity for
you!

Prayers Page
Pray For Our Church & Our Members:
Kid’s Hope
Children & Youth Programs
Sunday School Programs
Methodist Meals
The Marcellous Williams
Sarah Stanley
Fran Wardlaw
Haley Burnes
Teresa Sonnier
Shad Van Wave
Avery Ferguson
Allie Ferguson
Linda Featherston
Mary Gathright
Church Family
Rev. John Seaton and Family
The Herman Family
The Benavidez Family
The Isbell Family
The Burnett Family
Lisa O’Neal
U.S. Military
Gladys Little
Joyce Holleman
Brother Larry Smith
Nora Kleir
Crystal Wingate
Ory Sanford
LeRar Sanford
Henry Schoonover
Jacob Ratliff
A.C. Burns
Ricky Smith
Gene Walters
Bud Yandell

Linda Sonnier
Gene Walters
Patti Bell
Eleanor Richie
Gerald Basden
Katrina Rossow
Robin Smith
Robert LaCoure
Shirley Clark
Angie Donath
Jimmy Martin
Trisha Nadler
Mike Kingston
Kenneth Hebert
Shirley Hebert
Wayne Wilson
Nahum Castillo
Harzke Family
Herman Family
Isbell Family
Benavidez Family
Shirley Smith
Family of Doris Singletary
Family of Billie Smitherman
Mike Kingston
Debbie Ketchem
Jennifer Tirado
Avery Ferguson

Family of Pat Searl
Family of Pat Murphy
Family of Joe Lowden
Emmitt Wilkinson
Pat Riley
Barbara Moran
Deborah Parks
John Mason
Travis Goss
Suzy Reeves
Steven Gates
Patsy Piceynski
Julie Gilbert
Family of Cricket Goss
Paul Sonnier
Mike Estep
Jim Doolittle

Military

Attendance:
Sunday, Feb 3 : 65
Sunday, Feb 10 : 80
Sunday, Feb 17 : 58
Sunday Feb 25 am : 60

Year to Date Ave: 66

Jamie Craig
Robert Craig
Ty Guillotte
Brooke Hicks
Chris Hicks
Dion Horton
Jason James

Chris Lochridge
Nicholas O’Neal
Travis Stanley
Craig Stoy
Daniel Stone
& their families!

Hands-On Missions:52 People were involved in our hands-on-mission work with Joyful Noise, Methodist Meals, Rotary
Meals, and The Fish Fry, and Kid’s Hope Fellowship & Outreach Clothe a Child.
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107 W. Houston
Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3614
highlandsmethodist.com

Office:
Open: Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
281-426-3614
Pastor:
Rev. John Seaton
jseaton@highlandsmethodist.com
Director of Music Ministries:
Karen J Chisholm
281-300-1091 (cell)
Secretary / Bookkeeper
Christie Gates
christiegates@comcast.net
Nursery Director:
Marla Stephenson

