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Please bring your nonperishable  
donations to Sunday Service on  

February 11th!  Every donation helps. 
Let’s make this Souper Bowl a winner 

for everyone! 



 
I don’t know about you, but I enjoy a nice, calming 
walk. That walk can be made even better if it is out 
away from things. I particularly enjoy those 
moments when I can walk a quiet trail through the 
woods or a forest. I have to admit though; it has 
been a long time since I have been able to do that. 
There is just something so relaxing about being out 
in nature. The peace and quiet that is broken only by 
the sound of scurrying squirrels and chirping birds 
has a very calming effect.  
 
The woods are not always that way though. They 
can cause feelings of loneliness and isolation. They 
can be filled with dangerous animals. They can also 
be dark places both literally and metaphorically for 
the soul. It is this type of woods/wilderness that 
Israel finds itself in during the Book of Exodus in 
the Bible. After their miraculous escape from Egypt 
through the Red Sea, Israel thinks they are well on 
their way to the Promised Land. All is well with the 
world, until it’s not. Rather than taking the quick 
route to their new home, a series of events leads to 
the people spending 40 years wandering the desert 
wilderness between Egypt and the Promised Land.  
 
It is here that Israel must confront its sin before 
God. Despite the great acts of power by God to save 
them, sin still runs rampant among them. It is in 
these forty years that the people confront their sins 
and the results of them. I think we can sympathize 
with the people of Israel. Despite the actions of God 
in Jesus Christ to save us, sin still runs rampant in 
our own lives and from time to time we need to set 
aside a specific time to pause and confront sin.  

 
Each year in the 
church, we do this in 
a season called Lent. 
Lent is the 40 days 
before Easter (not 
including Sundays) 
starting on Ash 
Wednesday. It is 
during this time that 
we confront our sin, 
confess it, and ask 
forgiveness. Now we 
can (and should) do 
this throughout the 
year, but Lent is 
designed to make 
this our focus so that 
we do not forget 
about the sin in our lives and world.  
 
Lent can be a difficult time. Facing down sin is 
never easy. Those 40 years in the wilderness for 
Israel certainly weren’t easy. But, when we confront 
sin, we open ourselves up to the teaching of God in 
our lives. There is perhaps no better moment for us 
to be taught by God than when we confront and 
confess our weaknesses. It is for this reason that this 
Lent we are going to take some of the lessons God 
taught Israel in the wilderness and seek to apply 
them to our own lives. It is through these lessons 
that God taught Israel (and can teach us too) how to 
flee from sin and follow him more closely.  
 
We will do this in a series of sermons entitled 
“Wisdom from the Wilderness.” Beginning Sunday, 
February 18, we will start our own walk through the 
woods with the people of Israel seeking to learn the 
lessons that will draw us into deeper communion 
with God and away from the sin that seeks to 
separate us from God. With God’s help, we will 
emerge closer to and deeper in relationship with the 
God who saves us. So put on those walking shoes 
and grab your walking stick. It is time to take a walk 
in the woods together. 
 
Blessings, 
 
John 

 
Pastor’s 
 Page: 

A Walk in the Woods 



What I Am Reading: 
Parables from the 
Backside – Vol. 1 
 
J. Ellsworth Kalas 

 
In the spirit of our Children’s Stories 
sermon series going on right now, 
this month’s book also takes a 
different look at some very familiar 
stories in the Bible. Parables from 
the Backside is part of a series of 
“from the Backside” books written 
by Ellsworth Kalas designed to make 
us go deeper and read a little closer. 
With chapters titled like this: “When 
the Good Samaritan is Bad News”, 
“Love Always Wins…Sometimes”, and “The Prodigal Who Stayed 
Home”, Kalas invites us on a journey to explore what it is God is 
trying to teach us from every angle of these popular stories. Like all 
his wonderful books, the chapters are quick and easy reads while 
providing a depth that few can match in such a format. 
 
I cannot recommend Kalas and this series enough. As many of you 
know, in addition to being one of my professors in seminary, he is 
my favorite Christian writer as everything he writes in practical, easy 
to read, yet also profoundly deep. If you enjoy this book, there are 
plenty of other “backside” books out there such as Beatitudes from 
the Backside, The 10 Commandments from the Backside, Christmas 
from the Backside, and Easter from the Backside to name a few. 

Recommendations from Pastor John 



One Wednesday a year, sometime in February or March, you notice someone at work, school, or elsewhere with a smudge on her 
forehead. It looks as if she missed a spot when washing. Then you see another who looks as though he needs to glance in the mirror. 
By the time you see the third, you realize it is Ash Wednesday and these passersby must have received the imposition of ashes. 
This practice we use to mark the first day of Lent may seem odd. People go to church mid-week to have a cleric place dirt on their 
foreheads. 
 
In the early days of the church, it was even more dramatic. Pastors did not dip their thumbs into the ashes to draw the shape of a 
cross on your forehead. Instead, they poured or sprinkled ashes over your head. 
 
Under any other circumstances, most would run from ashes. We avoid cleaning fireplaces for fear of the filth from them, yet we par-
ticipate in this practice that is growing in popularity. In fact, the receiving of ashes seems to connect with all sorts of people. 
 
Why ashes? 
 
In “A Service for Worship for Ash Wednesday” in the United Methodist Book of Worship, two suggestions of what worship leaders 
may say as they make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead are offered: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return,” and “Repent, and believe the gospel.” Each points to an aspect of what the ashes represent. 
 
Remember that you are dust… 
 
Ashes were an ancient symbol of our humanity. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth 
(Genesis 2:7). The Hebrew word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere. 
 
When Abraham felt the need to acknowledge the difference between him, a human being, and the infinite God, he referred to himself 
as dust and ashes. “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord,” he said, “I who am but dust and ashes” (Genesis 18:27). 
 
…and to dust you shall return 
 
After expulsion from the Garden of Eden, the first human beings are told by God, “you are dust, and to dust you shall re-
turn” (Genesis 3:19 NRSV). We know the day is coming for each of us when we will return to dust. 
 
We wear black as a sign of mourning. Ancient people wore ashes. For example, Mordecai puts on sackcloth and ashes to grieve the 
many deaths he sees coming from an order King Ahasuerus gives to kill all Jewish people (Esther 4:1-3). The prophet Jeremiah later 
calls the people of God to “roll in ashes” as a way of mourning the coming devastation from an opposing army (Jeremiah 6:26). 
Receiving the imposition of ashes is a powerful way to confront our humanity and mortality. They remind us that we are not God, 
but God’s good creation. In them we recognize that our bodies will not last forever, and come face-to-face with the reality of our 
eventual death. 
 
Repent… 
 
Ashes also signify our sorrow for the mistakes we have made. People in ancient times wore sackcloth and ashes as a way of express-
ing their repentance of their sins. 
 
When Jonah reluctantly preached to the people of Nineveh after the giant fish spit him up on the beach, the King and his people put 
on sackcloth and sat in ashes. God saw this act of repentance and spared the people (Jonah 3:1-10). 
In the New Testament Jesus mentions this practice. Warning the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida Jesus said, “if the miracles done 
among you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have changed their hearts and lives and put on funeral clothes and ashes a 
long time ago.” (Matthew 11:21 CEB). 
 
When we participate in the service of ashes, we confront our sin. We recognize our inability to live up to all God has created us to 
be, and our need to be forgiven. No matter how often we go to church, how far we have come in our spiritual journeys, how accom-
plished we may feel, each of us has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 
 
The palms waved the previous Palm Sunday to welcome Jesus as our King, have been burned to form the ashes. In some sense, they 
serve as a reminder of how far we fall short of living up to the glory of Christ. 
 
On the first day of Lent, we come before God recognizing our humanity and repenting of our sin. 
 
…and believe the gospel 
 
While this may sound fatalistic, it is not the end of the story. Lent leads to Easter, the day we celebrate that though our bodies are 
temporary and our lives are flawed, a day of resurrection will come when we will live in the presence of God forever.  
 
One Wednesday every year we go to church remembering who we are, and hopeful of who we can be. 



 



 

We look forward to growing in 
fellowship with you.  

 

Welcome home! 

his wife 

and their daughter 

! 

Feb. 22 at 4 pm 

Everyone is Welcome!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you notice any 

maintenance 
concerns around 
the church please 
go by the church 
office so we can 
fill out a work 
order and get it 
taken care of. 



Jesus loves  
Me! 



Serv ice  
at 6pm 

 W o r s h i p  
 

         

Focus on God 

Come giving thanks 

 

Put off your shoes,  

Yourself and your care 

Come and draw near 

He’ll meet with you there 
 

Come close in worship 

Bring Him great praise 

Turn your eyes upward 

Voice and hands raised 
 

Hand Him impossible  

Hard things you need 

He is the Mighty God 

Holy indeed 

 

 

F i r s t  

 

 

Give Him your life, yourself 

Trust that He hears 

Lay down your heavy load 

Bring Him your fears 
 

Leave them and walk 

away 

Know He will do 

More than you ask or 

think 

He truly loves you 

 

Just worship 

F I R S T  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-  Ka ren  J  Ch isho lm  
  Go d  Sp ea kin g      
Ja n ua ry  21,  2018  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Office Angels  
11 am 

2 3 
Methodist Meals 
Brenda  

4 
5th Sun after Epiphany 
 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
 
Worship 10:45 am 
 
Joyful Noise 5 pm 

5 
 

6 
Rotary 
 
Bible Study 5pm 

7 
Choir 6 pm 

8 
Office Angels  
11 am 
 
 
 

9 10 
 

11 
Last Sun after Epiphany  
 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
 
Worship 10:45 am 
 
Joyful Noise 5 pm 

12 
 

13 
Rotary 
 
Bible Study 5pm 
 
Methodist Men 
6:30 pm 

14 
Ash Wednesday 
 
6pm Service 
 
Choir 7 pm 

15 
Office Angels  
11 am 
 
Book Club 
6:30 pm 
 

16 17 
Methodist Meals  
May Ann 

18 
1st Sunday in Lent 
 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
 
Worship 10:45 am 
 
Joyful Noise 5 pm 

19 
Presidents 
Day 

20 
Rotary 
 
Bible Study 5 pm 

21 
Choir 6pm 

22 
Office Angels  
11 am 

23 24 
 

25 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
 
Sunday School 9:30 am 
 
Worship 10:45 am 
 
Joyful Noise 5 pm 

26 
 

27 
Rotary 
 
Bible Study 5pm 

28 
Choir 6pm 

   

 

February                     



The church office is trying to 
update our records. If we 
have left your birthday or 

anniversary dates off of the 
newsletter please let the us 

know. 

Minister Schedule February 2018 
 
 

Sunday,  Feb 4 Sunday,  Feb  11 Sunday,  Feb 18 Sunday,  Feb 25 

Ushers:  
Patti Bell 

Whitney Lowry 
Thresa Hester 

Scott Singleton 
Denny Roberts 
Sharon Roberts 

Gene Walters 
Freddie Gregersen 

Lay Reader:  Crystal Wingate Amy Bailey Shirley Painter Thresa Hester 

Counters: 
Patsy Piceynski 
Debbie Moore 

Bud Yandell 
Patti Bell 

Thresa Hester 
Sarah Stanley 

Barbara Reeves 
Shirley Painter 

Signer:  Shirley Barnes Denny Roberts Bud Yandell Bud Yandell 

Rotary  
Team:  

Team  Shirley Team Denny Team Patsy Team Laura 

MMM: Laura Pledger Julie Gilbert Barbara Reeves Shirley Barnes 

Nursery: Patti Bell Julie Gilbert Shirley Barnes Jennifer Allen 

Children’s 
Church:           

Diane Walters 
Julie Gilbert 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Shirley Barnes 

Diane Walters 
Thresa Hester 

Mary Ann Cobb 
Rae Jones 

Communion: 
Mary Ann Cobb 

Freddie Gregersen 
Barbara Reeves 

N/A N/A N/A 

February 1, Beth Ann Bridwell 
February 4, Andy Scott 

February 5, Gabriel Zaruba 
February 9, Jacob Fontenot 

February 10, Chelsea Guillotte 
February 10, Christopher Moore 

February 15, Dennis Avant 
February 18, Laura Marlin 

February 19, Jeanne Haymes 
February 20, Haley Burnes 

February 20, Bobby Joe Griffith 
February 23, Velvet Napier 
February, 24, Laura Pledger 

February 25, Mary Ann Cobb 
February 26, Freddie Gregersen 

 

Kyle & Chelsea Guillotte 
 
 

February 21 



Pray For Our Church & Our Members: 

Attendance: 
 

Sunday, Dec 3 : 65 
Sunday, Dec 10 : 73 
Sunday, Dec 17 : 64 
Sunday Dec 25 am : 65 
Sunday, Dec 25 pm : 39 
Sunday, Dec 31 : 
 

Kid’s Hope 
Children & Youth Programs 
Sunday School Programs 
Methodist Meals 
The Marcellous Williams Center 
Sarah Stanley 
Fran Wardlaw 
Betty Johnson 
Don Cox 
Crystal Wingate 
Ory Sanford 
LaRae Sanford 
Rosa Mora 
Jacob Ratliff 
Haley Burnes 
Henry Schaonover 
Knox Hurst 
Paul Sonnier 
Mike Estept 
Teresa Sonnier 
Ricky Smith 
Jimmie Harzke Family 
Sheila Johnson Miller 
Jennifer Griffith 
Bella Griffith 
Bret Whilton 
Shyanna Benavidez-Foot 
Cathy Burnett 
George Burnett 
Patti Bell 
Eleanor Richie 
Gerald Basden 
Shad Van Wave 
Avery Ferguson 
Allie Ferguson 
Linda Featherston 
Merline Marsh 
Mary Gathright 

Caretakers 
Church Family 
Rev. John Seaton and Family 
Mrs. Singleton 
The Herman Family 
The Benavidez Family 
The Isbell Family 
The Burnett Family 
Lisa O’Neal 
U.S. Military 
Steve Lewis 
Melinda Rhea 
Dan Reed 
Wendy Hardway 
Sally Stricklett 
Gladys Little 
Margaret 
Darcy Crawford 
Gwendolyn Wingate 
Julie Gilbert 
Laura Pledger 
Fred Ketchem 
StevenGates 

Assisted Living 
 
Marion Miller - The Waterford of Baytown  
   #234 
 

Homebound 
 
Betty Herrington 
Evelyn Smith 
Glenn Ware 

Prayers Page 

Hands-On Missions:37People were involved in our hands-on-mission work with Joyful Noise, 

Methodist Meals, Rotary Meals, and The Fish Fry, and Kid’s Hope Fellowship & Outreach Clothe a Child.  

Military 
 

Jamie Craig 
Robert Craig 
Ty Guillotte 
Brooke Hicks 
Chris Hicks 
Daniel Stone 

Dion Horton 
Jason James 
Chris Lochridge 
Nicholas O’Neal 
Travis Stanley 
Craig Stoy 
& their families! 



 
107 W. Houston  

Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-3614  

highlandsmethodist.com 

Office: 
Open:  Monday - Thursday  9am-3pm  

281-426-3614 

 
Pastor: 

Rev. John Seaton 
jseaton@highlandsmethodist.com 

 
Director of Music Ministries: 

Karen J Chisholm 
281-300-1091 (cell) 

 
Secretary / Bookkeeper 

Christie Gates 
christiegates@comcast.net 

 
Nursery Director: 
Marla Stephenson 

OFFICIAL 
CHURCH 
BUSINESS 

 
 

TIME 
SENSITIVE 

MATERIALS 


