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Christian
Symbols

Friends,
I am beginning to work and plan for Christmas Eve services this
year. We will have two services on Thursday, December 24. The first
service is at 5:00 P.M., and the second service is at 7:00 P.M.
This year I am extending an invitation to persons who would like
to sing or play a Christmas song as part of the Christmas Eve service.
Perhaps it is you who would like to participate OR maybe you have a
family member coming home for Christmas who would like to sing or
play. The invitation is extended.

“Scepter and Crown”
The scepter and crown
are symbols of a king's
authority. In Christian
tradition, they
represent Christ's
triumphant rule over
all. The final Sunday
of the liturgical year —
November 22 this year
— is Christ the King
Sunday, when we
celebrate this very
thing. Hebrews 1:8
(NIV), echoing the
book of Psalms, reads:
"Your throne, O God,
will last for ever and
ever, and righteousness
will be the scepter of
your kingdom."

There are a few things to ponder as you prepare to volunteer.
1. I need to know by NOVEMBER 25 who wishes to participate.
I want to craft the service and the homily to blend well with the music
that will be shared. This takes time so the November 25 date is important.
2. I need to know the song title. Will it be an instrumental selection or a vocal selection? If it is a vocal piece, you need to have your
own accompanist.
3. Remember the November 25 notification date and give me a
call with the aforementioned pieces of information if you or someone in
your family is interested in being a part of our Christmas Eve 2015 services.

Hope to see you Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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All Saints Day

Meetings This Month

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2015



FunFest Committee on Tuesday, November 3, 7:00 p.m.



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, November 4, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, November 5, 5:00 p.m.



Future Needs/Planned Giving
Committee on Thursday, November 5, 7:00 p.m.



Missions Outreach Committee
on Tuesday, November 10, 5:00
p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, November 18, 7:00
p.m.

RECEPTION AND DEDICATION OF
MEMORIAL GIFTS WITH HONORS TO
DEPARTED LOVED ONES
DURING 9:00 A.M. W ORSHIP SERVICE

SOUP LUNCHEON SERVED BY OGALLALA
UMC YOUTH GROUP FOLLOWING THE
SERVICE
A FREE-W ILL OFFERING
W ILL HELP TO FUND YOUTH GROUP
ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR
(THERE WILL BE NO 11:15 A.M.
WORSHIP SERVICE ON THIS DAY)

….as I was bustling about the out-ofdoors recently, I happened to spy some
activity at the rental house next door to
the church, so I did some investigating. I
found Ted Slagle and Gerold Radcliffe
busy as usual with maintenance and
repairs. It’s good to know things will be
ready for winter!
….Dave Baltzell met with the Confirma-

tion Class last month to show them the
Disaster Response trailer and its contents and to explain the plans for helping
out when a disaster happens. Sure
hope he doesn’t forget to help out the
church mice when it comes!
….once a month, there is a faithful
bunch who show up to fold the Messenger and get it ready for mailing. Thanks
to my friends: Milly Schwasinger, Mildred Zimmerman, Irene Harmonson,
Ruth Hermance, June Nielsen, Cena
Graves, Marlene Kosmicki, Bertie Siders, Vern Schimpf, Mary Steinwart, Evelyn Lovercheck, and Larry Nenstiel. I
saw you; did you see me? Watch the
corners!
…. Mona Radcliffe is the one who keeps
all the flowers and arrangements looking
good all around the church building.
Thanks, Mona, for keeping things fresh
and pretty.

Our Christian love and sympathy to the family of:
Lanny Carter, who died on October 4, 2015.

2:00 A.M. on
Sunday, November 1
Set your clocks
back one hour on
Saturday night
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission

United Methodist Women
November meetings
“Thank Offerings”
UMW General
Thursday, November 12
12:00 noon
luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, November 19
9:00 pm, Rankin
Circle 3
Thursday, November 19
2:00 pm, Hess Lounge
Circle 4
Meets as called
Circle 5
Monday, November 16
6:00 pm, Hess Lounge

Five members of the UMW traveled
to Oshkosh for the Great West District
Annual Fall Meeting on October 10.
The theme of the meeting was
“Abundant Health for Women and Children.” It was so nice to see members
that we know from other towns here in
the District.

meeting. It is UMCOR’s 75th anniversary, so our Great West District
planned to take 75 each of School Kits
and Health Kits to Wichita. Thanks to
Doris Hickam and Renee Meyer for
making the kit bags and to June Nielsen
for shopping for all the supplies that
went into them.

Rev. Bonnie McCord and Harrietta
Reynolds gave very inspirational talks.
Rev. McCord spoke on the changing
environment in the rural areas and how
it has affected the churches in those
areas. Harrietta, representing Epworth
Village, spoke about the difficulty that
Epworth has been going through in the
last year or so. It really made you feel
that you need to do all you can to keep
Epworth vibrant and able to serve those
children who are so in need of assistance. An offering was taken for Epworth and over $500.00 was collected.
Our local unit needs to keep collecting
the food labels that are sent in to help.
It may not seem like much, but every
little bit helps.

Evelyn Lovercheck was the Dedicated Light recipient from our unit. The
candle is lit and burns for one minute in
honor or each honoree. The money
sent in to honor each person goes to
mission work.

Our unit took ten school kits to the

The reports that cover our local
UMW activities have previously been
sent in covering work from July of one
year through June of the following year.
That has been changed to cover work
or the UMW from January through December. So many of the awards, etc.,
that are usually sent home with the various units will not be ready until we meet
again in April, probably in Culbertson.
Jean Slagle
UMW President

Thank You . . . .
. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished food for the
Lanny Carter funeral luncheon on October 8, 2015:
Twila Haney
Mary Steinwart
Betty Kupper
Norma Schrack
Jennifer Tophoj
Dorothy Glenn
Barb Barent
Amy Dam
Zenetta Schenck

Jennifer Blackman
Jean Slagle
Cena Graves
Joan Speck
Sherri Walker
LeAnn Ayres
Gigi Berol
Nancy Graff
Shawna Knudsen

Sharen Terry
Mary Whittemore
Mona Radcliffe
Mildred Zimmerman
Ginny Volberding
Pam Abbott
Marge Blaase
Irene Harmonson
Karen Knudsen

Linda Sheldon
Carmen Troxel
Judi Adkins
Danel Catlin
Ruth Hermance

. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished food for District Clergy
Boundary Training on October 17, 2015:
Shirley Parks
Rhonda Duba

Marge Blaase
Ramona Upright

Marlene Kosmicki
Bev Johnson

Connie Heinis
Ginny Volberding
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Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 2015
The Finance Committee is leading
our annual effort again this year that will
allow us to honor/remember special
persons AND raise funds for our
church. The project is called Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh, and your participation is vital to its success. We will
be decorating the two evergreen trees
in front of the church on the west side
with blue and white Christmas lights.
You may sponsor a blue light bulb in
memory of someone who has died, and
you may sponsor a white light bulb in
honor of someone who is still living.
The suggested donation to sponsor
each light bulb is ten dollars ($10). It is
our intent that each light will be in
memory or in honor of one person.
What a marvelous scene we will
have on the trees in front of our church
when the lights are illuminated the week
of Christmas, and what an awesome
sight to come to church on Christmas

Eve and see the fully lit trees in blue
and white splendor! The more bulbs
that are sponsored, the more awesome
will be the trees. We hope to see more
white lights in honor of living persons
this year. Also, all the proceeds will be
applied to programs within our church.
The wise persons came to honor
the newborn Christ child and brought
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to
him. You can follow the wise persons’
model and give these gifts to our church
in thankfulness for the presence of
Christ in your life and in our world today. There will be an insert in the
Christmas Eve bulletin notating who has
sponsored bulbs and a list of the persons’ names who are being honored
and remembered. Please complete the
registration form below (or from an upcoming bulletin in church) and return it
to the church office by December 8,
2015.

I/we would like to dedicate these lights for the 2015 “Gold, Frankincense
and Myrrh” trees:
Please indicate:
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
Number of bulbs sponsored ______ Given by ____________________________________
Please use additional sheets of paper to add more memorial lights.
Return all forms and donations should to the Church Office by December 8, 2015.

Give a gift of love
this Christmas ~~
honor a friend or
loved one with a gift
to your church’s
Gold, Frankincense
and Myrrh project

Page 6

N o v e mb e r , 2 0 1 5

An Activity Page for Younger People

SonShine Singers
will rehearse on
Friday, November 13
~~ 4-4:30 P.M. ~~
All singers
and older are
welcome!

A Bible Quiz
Of what ethnicity was the one leper out
of 10 healed who returned to thank
Jesus?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Syrophoenician
Samaritan
Syrian
Judean

Answer: B (See Luke 17:16

Kindergarten age

T h e Me s s e n g e r

YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, November 4,
and
Wednesday, November 18,
at 7:00 P.M.
All youth from 6th through 12th
grades are welcome!
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Nursery Attendants
To All Of The First United Methodist
Church Nursery Volunteers:
First of all, thank you for volunteering! Without you, we could not give our
kids a safe place to play and learn during church service, so thank you!
I am going to leave the sign up
sheet in the nursery. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact
Collette at (308)390-1499 or speak directly with Vern Schimpf in the office.
Please know that you must be
paired with someone who is Safe Gatherings certified. If you are interested in
becoming certified, here is the link to do
so:
https://www.safegatherings.com/registration

Thank you!
Collette VanBorkum
crvanbo@gmail.com

Thank-You Notes from Our Mailbox
A great round of thanks to all who
have contacted me to volunteer for our
Meals on Wheels deliveries. You make
my job fun and easy!
Also, thanks to Vern in the Church
Office for all the help she has offered.
If you would still like to help or need
to talk about rescheduling, please call
me at 284-2907 or 289-4342.

Evelyn Lovercheck
Meals on Wheels Coordinator
A big thank-you to everyone for the
cards, gifts, flowers, calls birthday wishes, and other remembrances for my 95th
birthday. You truly made my day very
special.

My wife and I wish to say thank
you.
Thank you to everyone who
helped make our recent vacation to Virginia possible. Thank you to Greg Beal
for leading the worship services that
Sunday we were gone. Thank you to
our Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee for spearheading the special
presentation to us. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the card, gift
and flowers.
Your kindness and generosity are
greatly appreciated. We feel blessed to
be a part of this church. Thank You.

Pastor Chuck and Roberta/Bob

Irene Harmonson
“I am not a saint, unless you think of a saint as a sinner who keeps on trying.”
~~Nelson Mandela
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Doug McCallum: Giving Up the Waffleman Gig
The following story is printed by permission of the writer. Waffleman Doug McCallum
was an important part of Ogallala UMC’s Spring FunFest for several years, and Irene
Harmonson brought us this story about his retirement. Thanks, Irene!

After 14 years and 400,000 waffles, the Waffleman is heading back to where he
started. Back to St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, where Doug McCallum blew the
fuses his first night in business but didn’t blow his chance to start a fundraising
phenomenon.
It’s a private party this time. He’ll pour batter and serve up golden Belgium waffles
— a light-and-crispy thank you to all the people who helped him along the way. And
he’ll try to hold it together.
McCallum is 67. He told his wife, Gaye, he’d pass on his irons when he turned 65,
but it took two years to find someone worthy. Potential Wafflemen courted him. And
he auditioned the prospective buyers, like an overprotective dad checking out his
daughter’s prom date.
This is not a catering company, he told them. This is a business about helping
people raise money for good causes. Come out on the road with me for six months, he
told the last guy. See if you still want to sell waffles after driving to Kearney at 3 a.m.
to set up for breakfast.. Bill Maltas did.
The new Waffleman will be at St. Mark’s, ready to take his bow. People will be
able to tell the two Wafflemen apart, said the 45-year-old musician with a master’s
degree in nonprofit administration. (Both tall, McCallum skinny, new guy “not so
much.”)

Your Church Office
will be closed
on Thursday,
November 26,
and Friday,
November 27.

He’ll follow McCallum’s lead — “Clean up after yourself and make sure everyone’s
happy before you go” — and he’ll do his own thing, too. “People have told me I should
be the Singing Waffleman,” Maltas said, “But I don’t really know any waffle songs. The
baritone better hustle. He’s got 10 waffle gigs in September, five more already booked
for October.
He’s handing off “the waffle gavel,” McCallum says. Waffles were his third career.
He’d taught P.E. at Teacher’s College. He traveled the world as a consultant, teaching
corporate trainers how to make their presentations more interesting. He liked the work,
but he gave it up after 9/11 and eventually fell into a big vat of Carbon’s Golden Malted
Waffle Batter. “I loved waffles,” he says. “I wanted to help people.
His mom had made waffles for him as a boy. And he’d
made waffles for his kids and their friends in Eagle. So he
knew a thing or two. He also knew about need. His wife
was a teacher, and the PTO was always raising money for
something. Their three kids had played sports, and every
time he turned around, he was buying magazines or cookie
dough or overpriced Christmas candy.
Why not waffles?
He marketed his new business to clubs and school and
nonprofits. He worked his waffle crowds like a State Fair
carnie. He bantered. He joked. He was Larry the Cable
Guy meets Zig Ziglar.
And pretty soon people were clamoring for him. “You
had to book him a year in advance,” said Linda Blunt, who

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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did just that for the Elmwood Rescue Squad. Nursing homes called, too, hoping to
raise money for big-screen TVs in their day rooms. Little League teams called for help
getting to the Little League World series. Volunteer fire departments called to raise
money for new equipment. Animal rescue groups, swing choirs, small town churches,
big-city food pantries, company picnics, holiday parties, support groups.
McCallum started with 10 waffle irons and worked his way up to 35. He served
1,600 waffles at his biggest gig out in Milford, raising money for a teenager injured in a
car accident.
He served two waffles at his one and only waffle feed before a morning Husker
game. “Turns out, people don’t like to eat food with a fork while they’re out walking
around,” he said.
He has other worsts, he jokes. But a lot more bests. It wasn’t just waffles and
sausage. It was fun. It was satisfying.
People hugged him with teary eyes, grateful for the money they wouldn’t otherwise
have to help a love one or rebuild after a fire.
Two days before his going-away party, the Waffleman reels off the final numbers.
More than 400,000 waffles, 826,000 sausages, 11,349 gallons of syrup, 10,088 quarts
of whipped cream, too many strawberries to count.
He served at 1,261 events, the Waffleman said, and raised $500,000 for charity.
That’s the bottom line,” he says.
He’ll thank St. Mark’s Church …. He’ll thank his supporters. He’ll pour his last cup
of batter as the Waffleman Lincoln loves. Then he’ll let it all go — including his waffle
irons.
“All but one,” he says. “I’m keeping one.”
~~Cindy Lange-Kubick
Lincoln Journal Star
August 13, 2015

Wednesday,
November 11, 2015
Thanks for your
service!
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The Gift That Pays You Back
As year-end approaches, it may be
a time to consider a planned gift to our
church. In addition to gifts of cash, appreciated property or the inclusion of
our church in your Will, there are many
other tax-advantaged methods of giving.

upon your age and exceed the interest
paid on CDs or money market funds.
You receive an immediate tax deduction when the charitable gift annuity is
created, and the payments to you for
the remainder of your life also receive
tax advantages.

For example, of all the gifts that pay
you back, the charitable gift annuity is
the simplest, most affordable and most
popular. You make a gift to your church
and, in return, you receive fixed payments for life. The payments are based

To learn more about a charitable
gift annuity or any other planned gift,
contact your tax advisor and/or the Nebraska United Methodist Foundation at
(877)495-5545.

From Harm to Good
Squanto, the Native American who
helped the Pilgrims, has a background
remarkably similar to that of Joseph in
Genesis.
Years before the Pilgrims arrived in
America, English traders kidnapped
Squanto and other Native Americans
and sold them as slaves in Spain. Incredibly, Squanto was bought by monks,
who set him free and taught him about
Jesus. Later Squanto sailed to England,
hoping for passage to America. But he
had to wait years, so he worked as a
stable hand and learned English. Finally
able to travel home, he was devastated
to find his tribe wiped out by smallpox.
A couple of years later, the Pilgrims
came ashore, tired, sick and having lost
many shipmates on the way. Implausibly, they encountered an Englishspeaking Native American, who shared
his friendship and knowledge. Like Joseph going from his homeland to Egypt
and from slave to expert leader, Squanto experienced God’s leading — even
when the path was littered with misfortune.
Using Squanto, God saved a whole
community. What some intended for
harm, God turned into good (see Genesis 50:20).

If you have items to submit for the
December issue of The Messenger,
please have them turned in no later
than Monday November 18. This is
an earlier deadline than usual because
of the Thanksgiving holiday. Earlier
submissions would definitely be welcomed and appreciated!
Please plan to share information
with your church family about upcoming
holiday activities and events.
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may send them
directly to your newsletter editor at
kfnenstiel@hotmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!
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All Saints’ Day

Nov. 1

Nov. 8

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Milly Schwasinger
Youth Group Soup Luncheon
9:00 Pete & Jonnie Peterson
9:00
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Barbara Draucker, Barb Jeffres
Shirley & Roger Rankin
9:00 Sharon Samp, Collette VanBorkum
9:00
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Earl Schenck, Paul Catlin, Ryan Holechek
9:00 Dennis & Teresa Davis, Lyle & Barbara Nootz
Ken & Chris Snyder
9:00 Judy Cross, Christine Ballard
9:00
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 10: Fred Olmsted, Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill
Dave Baltzell, Cena Graves, Sharen Terry

Nov. 22 Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Cena Graves, Judy Cross
Stan & Michelle Rhoades & family
9:00 Rose & Ryan Holechek
9:00
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 1: John Stulich, Lonnie Peters
Craig Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger

Nov. 29 Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Ted & Jean Slagle
Vance & Karen Nelson
9:00 Michelle & Claudia Rhoades
9:00
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 2: Steve Shull, Ken Howard,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck, Burrell Albee

Dec. 6

9:00 Don & Shirley Bassett, Doug & Linda Fuller
Ted & Jean Slagle
9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil
9:00
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

First Sunday of
Advent

Christ the King
Sunday

Nov. 15 Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

Church Office: umcogallala@qwestoffice.net
Renee: umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Pastor Chuck: umcogallala_pastor@qwestoffice.net

P.O. Box 916
421 North Spruce Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
Fax: (308)284-4975
Parsonage: (308)284-0137
E-mail addresses

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
Author and radio host Garrison Keillor put a unique
spin on expressing gratitude for special meals. He painted
the following table prayer on his dining-room wall, encouraging guests to sing it together before eating:
O Lord, we thank Thee for this food,
For every blessing, every good.
For earthly sustenance and love
Bestowed on us from heaven above.
Be present at our table, Lord.
Be here and everywhere adored.
Thy children bless and grant that we
May feast in paradise with Thee.
“It’s inspiring to hear 15 people find harmony around
the Thanksgiving table,” Keillor writes. “Singing together
sets a tone. No crying in the cranberries. … There is much
to be grateful for.”

