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Welcome to the
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New members were received into
the family of Ogallala FUMC on Sunday,
September 20, 2015. Cynthia and Toby
Spiehs are pictured (above left), along
with their children, Tyler and Emma.
The Spiehs family lives north of Ogallala. Janean Lindauer acted as sponsor
to help the Spiehs family get acquainted.
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Jessica Taylor Neilsen was baptized on
Sunday, August 30. Jessica’s parents are Kevin
and Dixie Neilsen, and her older sister is
Jayleen.

Ashley Pankonin (above right) also
joined the church family. Ashley lives
south of Ogallala. Her sponsors were
Roger and Judi Adkins.
(photos by Jeff Peterson)
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Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. ~~ Proverbs 16:3
Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. ~~ Proverbs 16:18

Christian
Symbols

“Oak”
Oak trees are common
in Israel, and,
according to tradition,
Jesus' cross may have
been made of oak. In
the Old Testament,
oaks often symbolize
strength and longevity.
In Hebrew, the words
for oak and providence
are related, and some
important biblical
events take place near,
or are marked by, oak
trees; for example,
"The Lord appeared to
Abraham by the oaks
of Mamre ..." (Genesis
18:1, NRSV).

S

ometimes in life we are faced
with challenges, and sometimes
we are given opportunities. I
believe that when either challenges OR opportunities arise in our paths, the
book of Proverbs urges us to seek God’s will and
God’s wisdom to guide us in the course of action
we plan. When we move forward in action without
seeking God’s help through our prayers, ultimate
success will not prevail. Yes, we can use our own devices, and it may appear our
plans have been successful, but at what cost? Did our devices without God’s help
cause strife and division among persons? Will the victory that we think we won be
long lasting, or will it be just a temporary thing before the ultimate failure? Is the pleasure we seem to be enjoying from our ill-gotten gains be permanent or temporary? Is
the victory or the plan we hatch one to feed our own ego, OR is it one that is wise in
the long run?
I read a story recently that illustrates good decision making and plans that led
to success for many. I thank King Duncan for sharing this story with me.
There was a tribe of Indians who lived a long time ago in the state of Mississippi. They lived next to a very swift and dangerous river. The current was so strong that
if somebody happened to fall in or stumbled into it, they could be swept away downstream.
One day the tribe was attacked by a hostile group of settlers. They found
themselves with their backs against the river. They were greatly outnumbered and
their only chance for escape was to cross the rushing river. They huddled together,
and those who were strong picked up the weak and put them on their shoulders; the
little children, the sick, the old and the infirm, those who were ill or wounded were carried on the backs of those who were strongest. They waded out into the river, and —
to their surprise — they discovered that the weight on their shoulders carrying the least
and the lowest helped them to keep their footing and to make it safely across the river.
The strong individuals in the tribe could have thought only of themselves and
saved only themselves. But, they thought of the others and the group as a whole, and
they did not have a haughty spirit or inflated opinion of themselves. Their plan succeeded beyond their wildest hopes and expectations.
Let us seek out God’s will and God’s wisdom to guide us in moments of decision — whether they be decisions of challenge OR opportunity.
See you Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Members of the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee and congregational representatives
took the opportunity on Sunday morning, September 20, to express appreciation to Pastor
Chuck and Roberta Rager for all they contribute to the active life of our church family.
(photo by Jeff Peterson)

“Live simply, love generously, care deeply,
speak kindly, leave the rest to God.”
~~attributed to Ronald Reagan

All Saints’ Day

Meetings This Month

All Saints’ Day, November 1, falls
on a Sunday this year. As has become
our custom, we will celebrate the day by
honoring those friends and loved ones
whose memorial gifts have benefitted
the church during this past year. A special service of dedication will be held
during the 9:00 worship service.
Please note that there will be no
11:15 service on this Sunday.



Board of Trustees on
Wednesday, October 7, 7:00
p.m.



Finance
Committee
on
Thursday, October 1, 5:00
p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, October 21, 7:00
p.m.

Following the service, the Youth
Group will be serving a soup luncheon
as a fundraiser for their special activities this year. Everyone is invited join
them in Fellowship Hall for the food and
fun.

Sunday,
October 4, 2015
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
The UMW held its first meeting of
the Fall on September 10. Thank you
to all who attended. Our next meeting
will be on October 8. I hope many of
you can be present for this gathering.
On October 10, several members
will be heading to Oshkosh for the
Great West District UMW meeting. We
will be taking ten UMCOR school kits
with us to help out the District officers in
their endeavor to contribute 75 school
kits and 75 health kits to the Conference Annual Meeting in Wichita on Oc-

tober 16 and 17. This is the 75th year of
UMCOR, and this is one way of recognizing all the great things that UMCOR
has done in those 75 years.
In the meantime, we have been
asked to begin preparing the additions,
deletions and changes for the 2016
UMW Program Book.
Each circle
needs to get this information to Vern in
the church office as soon as possible.
Jean Slagle
UMW President

The Beauty of Growing Older
United Methodist Women
October meetings

“How beautifully leaves grow old,” wrote 19th-century essayist John Burroughs. “How full of light and color are their last days.”

UMW General
Thursday, October 8
12:00 noon
luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall

Society doesn’t think highly of old age. Beauty products tout the supposed
virtues of maintaining a youthful appearance. Older adults’ wisdom, born of much life
experience, is often disparaged, ignored or not sought. But God says this about the
righteous, whose lives are rooted in him: “In old age they still produce fruit; they are
always green and full of sap, showing that the LORD is upright” (Psalm 92:14-15,
NRSV).

Circle 1
Thursday, October 22
9:00 am, Radcliffe

The aging leaves of autumn can prompt us to look for beauty in the seniors
among us, to notice the light and color that still abound. From all the fruit they still produce — service, prayer, love — may we learn about living faithfully until our own last
days.

Circle 3
Thursday, October 15
2:00 pm, Hess Lounge

~~ Heidi Mann

Circle 4
Meets as called
Circle 5
Monday, October 19
6:00 pm, Hess Lounge

Thank You . . . .
. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished
food for the District Fall Clergy Update luncheon on
September 1, 2015:
Mary Whittemore
Darlene Peterson
Bonnie Taylor
Kim Peterson
Judi Adkins
Gwen Johnson
Evelyn Lovercheck
Sue Shull
Tonya Hansmeier
Jane Terrell
Lynn Paumer
Connie Heinis
Bonnie Harris
Sandy Nye
Claudia Stevenson
Jenny Coggins
Jennifer Tophoj
Amy Graff

Shirley Rankin
Dorothy Glenn
Nancy Graff
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“Christmas in July” Kick Starts Angel Store

“Christmas in July” is an annual community event sponsored by Adams Bank
and Trust, with all proceeds going to Ogallala FUMC’s Christmas Angel Store. This
year, along with donated gifts, the money collected between Adams Bank and Pinnacle Bank employees and our community enabled the purchase of fourteen bikes. Additional monetary donations of over $400 were donated to the Angel Store savings account. The efforts of this toy drive help to kick off our annual Angel Store. Shown with
some of the items collected are representatives of Adams Bank and Trust, along with
members of the Missions Outreach Committee.

Safeway Cards Available
If you still don’t have your Safeway
Community Giving Card or are not
using it on your regular shopping trips,
you are missing a real bargain! This is
a easy way of helping your church raise
money simply by dong your normal grocery shopping at the Safeway store.
Each card is sold for $5.00 and is preloaded with $5.00 of purchasing power.
You may reload the card at any time
and as often as you like.
Talk to Teresa Davis (284-8262) or
any Finance Committee member for
more information about the Safeway
cards. Cards are available for purchase
in the Church Office anytime during regular office hours.

If you have ideas, articles or pictures to submit for the November issue
of The Messenger, please have them
turned in no later than Wednesday
October 21. Earlier submissions would
definitely be welcomed and appreciated!
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may send them
directly to your newsletter editor at
kfnenstiel@hotmail.com.
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
In response to Jesus, Zacchaeus vowed to
repay people he had defrauded. By how much
did he promise to do so?
In full
Twice the amount he had stolen
Threefold
Fourfold

Answer: D. (See Luke 19:8).

A.
B.
C.
D.

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, October 7,
and
Wednesday, October 21,
at 7:00 P.M.
All youth from 5th
through 12th grades
are welcome!

SONSHINE SINGERS
rehearsal on Friday,
October 9, at 4:00 p.m.
Sing in church
on Sunday, October 11
at 9:00 a.m.
All kids from
Kindergarten age up
are invited to come sing.

Volunteers Needed for Meals on Wheels Deliveries
Ogallala United Methodist Church is responsible for delivering Meals on
Wheels to our community shut-ins from November 16 through December 31, 2015,
with various holidays following the Senior Center's Schedule for meals.
A sign up sheet will be at the back of the church on October 4. Evelyn will
pick it up and take phone messages after October 10. Thank you in advance for your
help.
There are two routes with roughly the same number of houses. One route is
generally the west side of town and the other covers residences on the east side, including those in Ogallala Village and Ogallala Housing. Each route takes approximately 60 or less minutes to do meals on each route depending on the day.
It is easiest with two people for each route — one to drive and one to deliver
the meals — but do it as it works best for you! We have found it works best for our
volunteers to do a week at a time, but we are flexible. If you can only do a day or two,
we’ll try to work it out!
If you sign up for helping with Meals on Wheels, you can trade days with
someone else on the list if you can't run the route at any time. Also, Evelyn will be
glad to help you with this, if needed.
Some employers encourage their employees to participate in this community
service by not counting the Meals on Wheels delivery time as lunch hour or break.
Talk with your employer, and see if arrangements can be made to allow you to participate. We'd really appreciate this as we need more younger people to help us, too.
The delivery program is now in its 39th year, a testament to the great volunteers we have in our community and your willingness to serve others!
I enjoy doing this because you Methodists are so awesome at helping. Thank
you so much! God bless you all!
Evelyn Lovercheck (284-2907)
Meals on Wheels Coordinator
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“Dinner around the World”
Sunday School Department ~~

Heaven

Cowboy Capital Consultants ~~

Nebraska, the Beef State

2nd Annual
“Dinner
around the
World”

The judges at work

“Dinner around the World”
photos by Jeff Peterson ~~
Thanks, Jeff!

Gluten-Free Guru ~~
Gluten Free Foods

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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September 13, 2015
Disaster Response Team ~~

American

Disaster Response Team ~~
Best Dressed Award
Cowboy Capital Consultants~~
Peoples’ Choice Award
Church Staff ~~
Dazzling Drinks Award

Prize winners all!

Sunday School Department ~~
Best Decorated Award
Gluten-Free Guru ~~
Most Healthy Choice Award
Tanya Beal ~~
Most Authentic Food Award

Thanks to everyone who
participated in this
Sunday School Kickoff
event!

Church Staff ~~

Tanya Beal ~~

Italian

Russian
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won’t have water leaking into the basement. (I really hated finding those puddles of cold water with my bare toes as I
skittered through the basement in the
dark!)
. . . .Thanks to the Trustees and the FunFest ladies, the new carpet has been
installed on the north and south stairways to the upper floor. O-o-o-o, it’s so
pretty — and so soft and cushy for little
church mouse feet to walk on!
. . . .your Board of Trustees members
have been working on a lot of projects
around the church properties. They
have all the window wells covered with
Plexiglas now, so that when it rains we

. . . .I’m glad to see the choirs have returned for the fall. I always find a spot to
sit in on the rehearsals and Sunday performances. The singers and the ringers
help to brighten a church mouse’s day!

From Our Mailbox

On our website —
methodistchurchogallala.com —
you can:

To our Church family ~~
Thanks for celebrating our 50th anniversary with us.
Our children, Chris, Shelly and Jill,
thought we’d like having all of you with
us on such a memorable day.

Observed on
Monday,

Thanks to our grandsons for all
their help.
Buck and Judy Markussen

October 12, 2015

 WATCH US LIVE — watch worship
services, funerals or weddings as they
happen
 WATCH PAST SERVICES (under
“More”) — choose which of two past
services you’d like to watch
 MAKE A DONATION (under “More”) —
designate an electronic transfer of
funds directly to the church
 THE MESSENGER (under “More”) —
check out any issue of the newsletter
from the last two years
 ABOUT US —find the names and email addresses for all members of the
church staff

It’s a Group Activity
[The Greek] word for church, ekklesia, was used at the time of Jesus to
refer to the “calling out” of citizens for a
civic meeting or for battle, and is employed in one form or another in both
the Old and New Testaments to refer to
the people of God, assembled together.
So church is, essentially, a gathering of
kingdom citizens, called out — from
their individuality, from their sins, from
their old ways of doing things, from the

world’s way of doing things — into participation in this new kingdom and community with one another.
I’m not exactly sure how all this
works, but I think, ultimately, it means I
can’t be a Christian on my own. Like it
or not, following Jesus is a group activity, something we’re supposed to do
together.
~~ Rachel Held Evans,
Searching for Sunday
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Don & Shirley Bassett, Ted & Jean Slagle
Doris Hickam, Sharen Terry
9:00 Pete & Jonnie Peterson, Sally Pankonin
9:00 Mason & Cedric Knudsen
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group 4: Larry Cumming, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

Oct. 11

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Doug & Linda Fuller, Herb & Karen Knudsen
Teresa Davis, Judy Markussen
9:00 Shirley & Roger Rankin
9:00 Tristan Lumpkin
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 5: Jim Glenn, Gerold Radcliffe,
Todd Benda, Carl Dietz

Oct. 18

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Norm & Rhonda Duba, Jim& Dorothy Glenn
John & Sheila Turner
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Ian Shaw
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem,
Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Chuck & Nancy Graff

Oct. 25

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Shirlee Knispel, Buck & Judy Markussen
Ramona Upright
9:00 Claudia Stevenson, Pam Abbott
9:00 Ryder Smith
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Nov. 1

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Milly Schwasinger
Carmen Troxel
9:00 Sally Pankonin,
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Barbara Draucker, Barb Jeffres
Shirley & Roger Rankin
9:00 Sharon Samp,
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Earl Schenck, Paul Catlin, Ryan Holechek

All Saints’ Day

World Communion Sunday

Oct. 4

Nov. 8

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Worship services at 9:00 & 11:15 on Sundays
Sunday School classes at 10:15 a.m.

Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

Church Office: umcogallala@qwestoffice.net
Renee: umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Pastor Chuck: umcogallala_pastor@qwestoffice.net

P.O. Box 916
421 North Spruce Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
Fax: (308)284-4975
Parsonage: (308)284-0137
E-mail addresses

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

“Autumn Song”
Now’s the time when children’s noses
All become as red as roses
And the color of their faces
Makes me think of orchard places
Where the juicy apples grow,
And tomatoes in a row.
Come then, find your ball and racket,
Pop into your winter jacket,
With the lovely bear-skin lining.
While the sun is brightly shining,
Let us run and play together
And just love the autumn weather.
~~Katherine Mansfield

