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Celebrate a safe and happy 4TH of July — 

Your Church Office will be closed on Friday, July 3. 



 

 

The person of integrity walks securely, but he who takes 

crooked paths will be found out.  Proverbs 10:9 

 

I  believe that in the his-

tory of humankind, 

there have been many occasions 

when a person has been tempted 

to do something or perhaps has even given in to the temptation to do some-

thing that he/she knows is not the right thing to do.  Many times, I believe, that 

action has been justified by the thought, “What harm can come from this, be-

cause who will ever know?”  But, oh, the pain and anxiety when one learns that 

there is indeed harm that can come from that action that we thought no one 

would be aware.    

One of the greatest harms that arises is the guilty conscience that we 

carry around with us from that less than desirable action.  Another difficulty is 

the fear we harbor that someone will actually find out what we have done and 

the subsequent consequences that will ensue.  

There was a music teacher in another state who had an addiction prob-

lem. He started to order band instruments for the High School band and then 

return the instruments to the supplier, with the refund checks made out to him-

self instead of the school.  An audit of the books uncovered his crooked path, 

and he no longer works as a music teacher.  He is currently serving time in a 

federal prison.  He likely wishes now that he had been a person of integrity.  

I am reminded of a man who travelled a lot for his job.  He wanted to 

remain faithful to his commitments to God, to his wife and to his children.  He 

developed the habit of carrying a Bible and a family picture in his suitcase. 

Every night when he checked into a hotel room, he would unpack the Bible and 

the family portrait and place them next to his bed.  They were reminders to him 

to walk securely with God and to do those things that were faithful to God and 

to his wife and children.  He was able to walk securely and avoid crooked 

paths. 

Proverbs 10:9 reminds us that when we walk with integrity, guided by 

God’s will and God’s way, we are able to be free from self-imposed anxiety 

and stress and bask in the joy and goodness of God which is offered to us in 

all times and all places.  

See you Sunday,    

 

 

 

Rev. Chuck Rager  
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“Quatrefoil” 

The word quatrefoil 

comes from the Latin for 

"four leaves." A quatrefoil 

in art or architecture is 

the outline of four 

partially overlapping 

circles of the same 

diameter.  In Christian 

tradition, it represents the 

writers of the four 

gospels — Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John — 

which overlap one 

another partially but not 

entirely, and are equally 

important to our 

understanding of Jesus.  

Christian 

Symbols 
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 Board of Trustees on 

Wednesday, July 1, 7:00 p.m. 

 Memorials Committee on 

Monday, July 6, 5:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee and Admin-

istrative Council will not meet in 

July. 

 

Meetings This Month 

 

Please Note this change in  

Church Office hours: 

Monday through Friday 

8:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. 

 
Phone: (308)284-8455 

Fax:  (308)284-4975 

E-mail:  umcogallala@qwestoffice.net 

Website:  

www.methodistchurchogallala.com 

 

HHOWOW  CCANAN  WWEE  HHELPELP  YYOUOU??  

HELP WANTED:  Our current  

church custodian, Herb Ruser, will 

retire August 15.  If you are interest-

ed in this position, please visit with 

Pastor Chuck or one of the Trus-

tees. 

Safeway Community Giving 

Cards are still available.  This is a 

way of helping your church raise mon-

ey simply by dong your normal gro-

cery shopping at the Safeway store.  

Each card is sold for $5.00 and is pre-

loaded with $5.00 of purchasing pow-

er.  You may reload the card at any 

time and as often as you like. 

Talk to Teresa Davis (284-8262) 

or any Finance Committee member 

for more information about the Safe-

way cards.  Cards are available for 

purchase in the Church Office any-

time during regular office hours. 

Safeway Cards 

[God] seems to do nothing of him-

self which he can possibly delegate to 

his creatures.  He commands us to do 

slowly and blunderingly what he could 

do perfectly and in the twinkling of an 

eye….Creation seems to be delegation 

through and through.  I suppose this is 

because [God] is a giver.  
~~C.S. Lewis 

The World’s Last Night 

The Art of Delegating 
Gordon Mote Returning 

Christian  pianist and singer 

Gordon Mote will be in concert 

at Ogallala First United Methodist 

Church on Saturday, August 8.  

Save the date on your calendar, 

and watch for further details 

about this exciting event! 



 

 

needs persons, both here in the 

church and throughout the commu-

nity.  She is a member of UMW Cir-

cle 3. 

 Pastor Chuck Rager has served 

our church for 5 years, and his de-

votion to this congregation will nev-

er be forgotten.  His willingness to 

do whatever it takes to keep this 

church thriving is really special.  

AND … his sense of humor keeps 

all of us happy to be a part of this 

congregation.  He is a strong sup-

porter of UMW activities but is not a 

member of any one of the circles — 

so he tells us he must be a 

“square.” 

Our September meeting will be on 

Thursday, September 10, and we hope 

to see you there.  Any of you who have 

not been active in the UMW. Please 

consider becoming a member. 

Have a great summer! 

Jean Slagle 

UMW President 

. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished food 

for the Dick Lindauer funeral luncheon on May 23, 2015: 

Judi Davis June Nielsen Barb Richardson 

Roberta Rager Ruth Hermance Edna Meyer 

Teresa Davis Barbara Nootz Bea Hatch Milly Schwasinger 

Evelyn Lovercheck Darlene Peterson Dixie Neilsen Karen Powell 

Twila Haney Bonnie Taylor Linda Sheldon Shirley Rankin 

Mona Radcliffe 

Thank You . . . . 

Page 4  Ju ly,  2015  

United Methodist Women in Service and Mission 

The United Methodist Women held 

their annual UMW Sunday Service on 

June 14.  I sincerely want to thank eve-

ryone who helped out on that day.  Jon-

nie Peterson was our speaker and, as 

usual, did a wonderful job.  Thanks to 

Sharon Samp for getting together  the 

ladies who provided special music and 

to the members who ushered, greeted, 

helped acolyte, and organized the Fel-

lowship Hour.   

We were also very pleased to pre-

sent Special Recognition Pins to three 

members of our church: 

 Jane Ruppert has served on many 

committees in the church and is 

presently the chair of the Adminis-

trative Council.  She is a member of 

the choir and the bell choir and is a 

member and long-time secretary of 

Circle 5. 

 Evelyn Lovercheck has  been a 

long-time member of this church.  

She has served on many commit-

tees and is always available to help 

wherever she can.  She is well 

known for her work with special 

 

. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished food for the Jean Keep 

funeral luncheon on June 6, 2015: 

Judy Cross Shirley Bassett Pat Davis LaVerne Schimpf 

Barb Barent Bertie Siders Gwen Johnson Edna Meyer 

Barbara Draucker Maxine Kolste Roberta Dunkel Sharen Terry 

Jane Terrell Betty Kupper Sharon McCreath Denise Barrett 

Norma Schrack Jo Teaford Doris Hickam Bev Armour  

Judi Adkins Ferne Sutton Sharon Samp Norma Bassett 

Sally Pankonin Becky Plate Rose Holechek 
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A Bible Quiz 

An Activity Page for Younger People 

Answer:  B (See Numbers 13:6, 8, 16, 30; 14:6-8 

Which two spies urged the Israelites to move 

into Canaan, opposing the other 10 who were 

afraid?  (Hint:  We know one of the two willing 

spies by the new name Moses gave him.) 

A. Shaphat and Igal 

B. Hoshea and  Caleb 

C. Gaddi and Gaddiel 

D. Shammua and Nahbe 

the grass so green, 

the sun so bright, 

life seems a dream, 

no worries in sight 

 

tans and tank tops, 

laughter and bliss, 

each moment passes, 

without even a miss 

 

friends and cookouts, 

memories and laughs, 

good times to remember, 

but how long will it last 

 

the grass soon fades, 

leaves begin to fall, 

school replaces sleepovers, 

oh I'll miss it all 

~~ by Destinee 
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SonSpark Labs 

More VBS Photos on Page 10! 
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This year, during SonSpark Labs, we learned that God has a plan for each 
of us, and his name is Jesus!  We learned about God’s plan from the creation of 
Adam and Eve on Tuesday to the Resurrection of Christ on Friday!  It was a quick 

and meaningful journey filled with fun and adventure! 

The week was filled with many exciting adventures!  On Monday, Donn 
Kucera brought a trailer load of sheep and goats for the children to enjoy.  I do 
believe the goats enjoyed the children just as much as the children enjoyed them.  
On Tuesday, Sandy Kaleuati shared her expertise in chemistry with us, and we 
explored the use of microscopes and some very interesting slides.  On Thursday, 
Ken Meyer and Claudia Stevenson taught the children how to shoot off water bot-
tle rockets and film canister rockets.  I’m not sure who was having more fun, Ken, 
Claudia or the kids!  And on Friday, the rain held out for the morning so we could 
enjoy a giant slide and bounce castle!  Julie Neill also had a chance to demon-
strate to the children what happens when you drop Mento’s into diet Coke!  We 
had one more special surprise on Friday, that was a surprise even to me.  Ginny 
Volberding and Pizza Hut donated Pizza for everyone to enjoy!  She just kept 
bringing in pizza after pizza for the children to enjoy!  There was not a hungry child 
to be found!  If you get a chance, stop by and tell them thank you for taking care of 
our children! 

I cannot begin to tell you how thankful I am for all the people who helped 
to make our VBS such a success!  Thank you, Pastor Chuck, for leading us in our 
opening and closing prayers and joining in our demonstration on Thursday.  Thank 
you to my husband Jeff, Evelyn Lovercheck, Rebecca Draucker, Charlotte Ruser 
and Shane Volberding for helping me decorate.  A special thank you to Shirley 
Bassett, Evelyn Lovercheck and Ellen Ward for helping to make check-in go 
smoothly.  Thank you to all our teachers who devoted so much of their time to 
show God’s love to us.  Kacey Jaeger led us in music each day. Our craft teach-
ers, Amy Dam, Kendall Schroer and Lynn Paumer created some of the cutest 
crafts you could imagine!  Our games  were  led by Julie Neill and Annie Bassett, 
who had some of the most creative, fun, active games.  And our stories were ex-
pertly taught by Kendra Huebner, Teresa Davis, Kristina Kitt, and Shirley Rankin, 
who told the stories in such a way to make them memorable!  What a week it was! 

A special thank you needs to go out to the ladies who stepped up and 
filled a need in the kitchen.  The children were well fed with not only goodies, but 
some of the cutest, most creative goodies you’ve ever seen — including a floats 
that one child told me looked like a foaming concoction!  So fun!  You should have 
seen the look of delight on the children’s faces when they saw what the snack for 
the day was! The ladies expertly cleaned up the spills and the faces and hands as 
only the experienced touch of honorary grandmas could do. Thank you, Shirley 
Rankin, for leading and organizing the team.  Thank you, also, to Teresa Davis, 
June Neilsen, Cena Graves, Charlotte Ruser and Mona Radcliffe.   

I want to send one more thank you to all the youth who helped to support 
our VBS week.  They worked tirelessly to lead our children.  It seemed they solved 
problems with kindness and maturity far beyond their years.  Our youth have 
bright, bright futures!  It’s refreshing to watch.  They have become a blessing and 
an inspiration to me.  Thank you, teens!  You are a joy to work with! 

All in all the week was filled with wonderful memories I’m sure the children 
and I will cherish for years to come!  Thank you so much for all your help! 

In his service, 
Renee Meyer 

Christian Education Director 

Vacation Bible School 2015 
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Great Plains Annual Conference 2015 
One thousand four hundred pastors and lay delegates to Annual Conference 

met in Wichita, Kansas, June 9-June 13.  The meetings began in earnest the morning 

of June 10, with 800 Great Plains lay delegates attending and event organized by our 

Conference lay speaker, Courtney Fowler.  We were reminded of the good work Great 

Plains United Methodists had performed over the past year, such as serving others 

through the Education Partnership program, Youth Internship program. Lay Speaking 

program, Volunteers in Mission, United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men and 

many other ministries.  We were reminded that we, as a Conference, had not only 

reached out to others in our individual communities, but also through our support of 

global ministries.  The Conference has raised more than $623,000 for Imagine No Ma-

laria through grassroots efforts to end preventable deaths due to malaria. 

Fowler thanked the laity for its dedication to churches throughout the Great 

Plains Conference.  She cited stories from churches throughout Kansas and Nebraska 

that had developed creative ministries. 

The second half of our lay delegate meeting was dedicated to two-minute in-

troductions to the twenty-seven candidates for lay delegate to General and Jurisdic-

tional Conferences.  Six lay delegates and three alternates were chosen. 

Thodleen Dessources, who was born in Haiti, presented the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) report, thanking the Conference for its giving — 

$8,939,720 — over the 75 years that UMCOR has been “walking alongside communi-

ties right after disasters and also providing assistance and leadership for long-term 

recovery.”  By the time she had listed all the ways UMCOR supports relief efforts, the 

entire audience was on their feet applauding. 

This very eloquent young lady ended her report, “Thank you for being love, 

being hope and being UMCOR.” 

Stephanie Hixon, executive director of the JustPeace Center for Mediation and 

Conflict Transformation was the Conference guest speaker.  She shared many effec-

tive methods of conflict resolution. 

The Rev. Tom Lucas, camping committee chair, and Sara Shaw, camping co-

ordinator, provided an overview of the Great Plains camps.  All of the Conference’s 

camps have reported an increase in reservations for the summer.  Camping has been 

one of the most successful ministries of out Conference. 

Shaw asked for a show of hands of people who had attended camp as a child.  

A large majority of Conference attendees acknowledged that they had done so.  She 

then asked people to stand up if camp had changed their lives.  Many people in the 

arena stood.  A large number of our pastors have made a commitment to ministry as a 

result of attending church camps. 

The Kansas and Nebraska United Methodist Foundations made very thorough 

reports at  Conference.  The mission of the Nebraska UM Foundation is to support the 

ministries of the local church and Great Plains Conference through the development of 

gifts and the stewardship of resources entrusted to the Foundation in support of God’s 

work.  The Foundations partner with churches, agencies and individual members of the 

Conference in the development of gifts and the management of assets to provide max-

imum benefit for those they serve. 

~~ Annual Conference Report continued on page 9 ~~ 

Jonnie Peterson 

Lay Delegate to 

Annual Conference 
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Annual Conference — June 9-13 
Both Foundations seemed to be managed very well, but a point of pride was 

that although the Nebraska Foundation had less money under management, they had 

achieved a higher rate of return on their assets.  The Nebraska Foundation will assist 

churches and other Conference ministries at no cost for its services. 

Bishop Jones’ message to Annual Conference focused on unity, not only in the 

three former Conferences that were united last year, but as United Methodists world-

wide and Christianity as a whole.  “We are stronger together than we are separated,” 

he said.  The Great Plains Conference faces some challenges, but it represents a 

much stronger faith community than the three former Conferences — Kansas East, 

Kansas West and Nebraska — did on their own, according to Bishop Jones and our 

Conference lay leader, Courtney Fowler. 

One of the major requirements of the 2015 Annual Conference was to choose 

delegates and alternates to our church General Conference to be held in Portland in 

May, 2016, and jurisdictional candidates who have responsibility for naming bishops to 

our Annual Conference. 

Bishop Jones completed his closing remarks by saying, “We have clarity about 

our priorities, and they are the right ones.”  He cited efforts under way to develop new 

churches, to recruit and train new clergy and to bolster a number of ministries. 

Jonnie Peterson 

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 

If you have ideas, articles or pic-

tures to submit for the August issue 

of The Messenger, please have 

them turned in to the Church Office 

no later than Wednesday, July 22.  

Earlier submissions would definitely 

be welcomed and appreciated! 

We know that some special  

events will be coming up in August 

and September, so please help us 

share advance information with the 

church family. 

Thanks so much for your help! 

It is not hard for the Lord 

to turn night into day. 

He that sends the clouds 

can as easily clear the 

skies.  Let us be of good 

cheer. I t is better farther 

on.  Let us sing Hallelujah 

by anticipation.  

~~Charles H. Spurgeon 

Many vacationers rely on a global 
positioning system to get them easily to 
a destination.  But in every season of 
life, God sends us on vocation — follow-
ing his call to both feed our passions and 
serve others.  Our “calling,” Frederick 
Buechner said, is “where [our] deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet.”  

But is there a GPS for vocation?  It’s 
not as detailed or predictive as we’d like.  
It doesn’t name our destination at the 
outset, and it offers general instructions 
rather than specific directions.  And we 
may end up “recalculating” our life route 
more often than our vehicle GPS recal-
culates our vacation route.  

Even so, we travel in safety.  This 
“GPS” might stand for God’s Peace and 
Strength, or Gospel Promises Sustain, 
God Provides Salvation or Go! Proclaim! 
Serve!  The GPS guiding our vocation 
speaks to us through Scripture, worship, 
trusted Christian friends, life events and 
the silence of our heart.  Listening, we 
hear our Guide’s calm voice and contin-
ue on vocation.  

~~Heidi Mann 

On Vocation? Use GPS! 
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More Fun from VBS 2015 

 

VBS photos by Renee Meyer  



 

 

July 5 Greeters 9:00 Jim and Barbara Jeffres, Milly Schwasinger 
 Fellowship  Terry & Gwen Johnson 
 Nursery 9:00 Pete & Jonnie Peterson, Chase Coggins  
 Acolyte 9:00 Tyler Benda  
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 1:  John Stulich, Lonnie Peters, Craig 
   Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger 
 
July 12 Greeters 9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker 
 Fellowship  ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery 9:00 Katherine Draucker, Barb Jeffres             
 Acolyte 9:00 Mason & Cedric Knudsen  
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 2:  Steve Shull, Terry Johnson, 
   Jerry Speck, Burrell Albee    
  
July 19 Greeters 9:00 Cena Graves, Brian & Claudia Stevenson 
 Fellowship  ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery 9:00 Tammy Higgins, Annie Bassett 
 Acolyte 9:00 Tristan Lumpkin 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Penny Benda 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 3:  Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York, 
   Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Wright 
 
July26 Greeters 9:00 Dennis & Teresa Davis, Judy Cross 
 Fellowship  ? ? ? ? 

 Nursery 9:00 Shelly Reil, Judy Markussen 
 Acolyte 9:00 Ian Shaw   
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Carmen Troxel  
 Ushers 9:00 Group 4:  Larry Cumming, Pete Peterson,  
   Phil Armstrong, Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer 
 
 
Aug. 2 Greeters 9:00 Ted & Jean Slagle, Don & Shirley Bassett 
 Fellowship  Penny Benda, Milly Schwasinger 
 Nursery 9:00 Shalee Krajewski, ? ? ? ?  
 Acolyte 9:00 Ryder Smith  
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Jonnie Peterson 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 5:  Jim Glenn, Gerold Radcliffe 
   Todd Benda, Carl Dietz 
 
Aug. 9 Greeters 9:00 Doug & Linda Fuller, Jim & Becky Plate 
 Fellowship  Gerold and Mona Radcliffe 

 Nursery 9:00 Claudia Stevenson, ? ? ? ?  
 Acolyte 9:00 Brace VanBorkum 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 6:  Larry & Shirley Schlem, 
   Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Chuck & Nancy Graff 

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,  
please contact the church office.   
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STEWARDS FOR JULY,  2015  
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Our Vision:  “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ” 

Our Mission:  “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church” 
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