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Christian
Symbols

D

ear Friends,

As you look at this newsletter, please know that we are blessed to
have Karen Nenstiel who makes it her volunteer ministry to put this newsletter together. Thanks, Karen.

“Plow”
This farming implement
is mentioned frequently
in the Bible, often in
verses about the harvest.
Plowing symbolizes
preparing the heart to
receive God’s truth, or
the “seed” of God’s word.
The plow also represents
commitment; Jesus says,
“No one who puts a hand
to the plow and looks
back is fit for service in
the kingdom of
God” (Luke 9:62, NIV).
The prophet Elisha burns
his plow to show his
commitment to answer
God’s call (see 1 Kings
19:21).

I hope you have been enjoying the Our Neighborhood segment of our
church service. We are blessed that Renee is able to film each week’s
guest with me and put that video together. Renee has done an outstanding
job of putting those segments in viewing form. Thanks, Renee.
Dawn has been doing an awesome job of cleaning and disinfecting the
church as part of her custodial work. She has also been busy compiling the
reports from the various committees at church as part of her secretarial
work. Remember that Dawn is in the office from 8 A.M. until noon Monday
through Friday. Thanks, Dawn.
As you look through this newsletter, you will see several pictures of
good things that are taking place as part of our worship service. Jeff Peterson serves as our church photographer, and I appreciate Jeff taking these
pictures. Thanks, Jeff.
Thanks to all the persons who have been faithful in their giving. I really
appreciate your faithfulness. If you have forgotten your church offering a bit
during this time and can catch up, that will be greatly appreciated.
Work on the new heating system is moving forward. Things are progressing well. We should be ready to have plenty of hot air before the winter season hits. (Please feel free to make your own joke here).
See Me Sunday,

Pastor Chuck Rager

T he M e s se ng e r
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Special Dates

Meetings This Month


Finance Committee on Thursday, October 1, at 5:00 p.m.



Confirmation Class begins on
Wednesday, October 7, at 6:00
p.m.



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m.



Pastor’s Bible Study Class
begins on Tuesday, October 13,
at 9:00 a.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, October 21, at 7:00
p.m.



Pastor Appreciation Month



World Communion
Sunday, October 4, 2020



Reformation
Sunday, October 25, 2020



Reformation Day, October
31, 2020

BAPTISM

Owen Sutton, the son of Tara Sutton
was baptized by Pastor Chuck Rager on
Sunday, September 13. We welcome
Owen into the folds of our church family!
photos by Jeff Peterson

Holy Mysteries
Dwell in the wonder of these two gifts of God: that God made us in his very
image (Genesis 1:26), and then — “much more”! — that Christ came to earth
as a human being (Philippians 2:7).
Ponder and savor how poet John Donne (1572-1631) describes these mysteries:
“Twas much, that man was made like God before,
But, that God should be made like man, much more.”

OCTOBER 4, 2020
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Every year, the United Methodist Women present Special Mission Recognition
Awards to church members who have given exceptional service and dedication to the
local church and its missions. Each person receives a pin and certificate, and a gift is
given in his/her honor to support mission projects of the UMW.
This year, Teresa Davis presented the awards to: Richard Johnson, Dixie Neilsen
and Bonnie Taylor. With each of the pictures, you will see some of the remarks Teresa
read in presenting the awards.
Congratulations to each of the honorees, and thanks for all you do!

“This recipient is a member of the Finance Committee and has served for
several years; is an usher and is always
willing and able to fill in for an usher
team that may be short on a Sunday; is
an inspiring speaker and is right on the
ball when it comes to collecting dues
and fines at the Cowboy Capital Consultants meetings. Richard Johnson.”

“The next recipient has been a wonderful
fixture in this church for many, many years.
She served as Christian Education Director
for several years; kept the bulletin boards
updated for a long time; helped keep the
pantry and kitchen stocked with supplies;
serves on the church history team; coordinated and served on the funeral committees,
baked rolls for many dinners served her;
and...I know I have not mentioned all her
contributions. Bonnie Taylor.”
photos by Jeff Peterson

“The next recipient helps with Sunday
School and Vacation Bible School, and
each week—with the help of her
spouse—takes very good care of the
church’s aging boiler and serves on the
church Memorial Committee.
Dixie
Neilsen.”

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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A Lesson in
Appreciation
During a church anniversary celebration, a pastor overheard a
group discussing various congregational leaders over the years. Her
ears perked up when an older member said, “Whenever someone asks
which of our pastors I liked best, my
answer is always, ‘The one we have
at any given time is my favorite.’”
What a relief for the pastor to
hear — and what a great lesson for
Pastor Appreciation Month. God
sends each shepherd to us with a
specific set of spiritual gifts and then
works through those gifts to bless
us.

A Note of Thanks
To my beloved church family,

Genuine thanks from myself and my family for all
the love, support and prayers during my mom’s illness
and

passing.

In

sorrow,

your love is felt by us.

We

are grateful.
Feeling blessed,
Gigi Berol

October is
Pastor
Appreciation
Month

Our Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
~~Jean Slagle, who passed away on August 31, 2020.
~~Jerry Speck, who passed away on September 17, 2020.
~~LD Walker, who passed away on September 22, 2020.

Thank you to
Pastor Chuck for
all you do!

Submissions for the November,
2020, issue of The Messenger need
to be in the editor’s hands no later
than Tuesday, October 20. Observing this deadline really helps us
get the newsletter out in a timely
manner. Thanks so much for your
help!
Bring items to the Church Office,
or you may e-mail them directly to
the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.

And thank you to
Roberta for sharing him with us!

Tuesday,
October 20
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
In Jesus’ parable about people who hear and live
by God’s words, on what did the wise man build his
house?
Rock
Sand
Grassland
Soil that was free of rocks

Answer: A (see Matthew 7:24-27._

A.
B.
C.
D.

T he M e s se ng e r
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Youth Add Special Music to Worship

On Sunday, September 13, the congregation was treated to a special musical presentation by a group of youth from the church family. Group members
(from left to right) Kaden Walker, Tylie Walker, Lauren Franklin, and Grace
VanBorkum sang “Reach Out to Jesus,” accompanied and directed by Karla
Lawler.

Learning from
Autumn Leaves
Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the intricate
shapes and God’s creative, colorful
displays. Despite its deterioration,
the foliage reveals splendor — mere
months after bursting out in spring
and providing summer shade.
I often think I’m like an autumn
leaf. Through many seasons, God
has transformed me from a selfabsorbed person to one who trusts
his steadfast promises. Winter is
approaching for me too. Yet the
Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s goodness and beauty.
During the autumn of my life, I pray
that God helps me embrace changing seasons while reflecting his love
and light to all.
~~MaryAnn Sundby

Disciples Cupboard
Please remember the Mission Outreach Committee’s Disciples Cupboard
collection to benefit the local Food Pantry. These are the suggested items to
be donated in the upcoming months:
October — Hamburger Helper
November — laundry soap
December —cake mixes

There are totes available in Hess
Lounge for you to deposit your donations. The Committee will deliver them
monthly to the Food Pantry
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Senior Center News

The Best Medicine

The Keith County Senior Center
serves hot delicious and nutritious
lunches Monday through Friday from
11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., Diners can
choose either dine-in or carry-out. The
suggested donation for senior citizens
(over age 60) is just $5.50, and those
under 60 years pay just $7.50.

Near the end of his life,
Protestant reformer Martin Luther
suffered debilitating headaches.
When told about a costly medicine
that might offer some relief, Luther
smiled and said, “My best prescription for head and heart is that ‘God
so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish,
but
have
everlasting
life.’”

A monthly menu can be obtained
from the Center, or you can check the
menus in the Keith County News each
week.
Please call the Center (284-6740)
before 9:45 a.m. to make reservations
when you plan to partake. You will
enjoy the food and the fellowship!

That Bible verse became a refrain
for Luther on his deathbed. “What
Spartan saying can be compared
with this wonderful brevity,” he said
of John 3:16. “It is the Bible itself!”
After repeating the words of that
Gospel-in-a-nutshell verse three
times in Latin, Luther exclaimed,
“They are the best prescription for
headaches and heartaches!”

Just Be — and Be Still!
Various versions of the following sentiment are posted online: “I am a human being, not a human doing. It’s okay to just be sometimes.” Many of us get
anxious if we think we’re not doing enough, but peace activist Thich Nhat Hanh
insists it’s not a waste of time to just be: “To be alive, to be peaceful, to be joyful, to be loving … is what the world needs most.”
During the pandemic, when people were urged to stay home to slow the
virus’ spread, we had to think hard about how to continue being the church
while limited in what we could go out and “do.” Yet church leaders reminded us
that we were actually loving our neighbors by staying home — by being less
active.
It’s sometimes okay — ideal, even — to just be. In quieting our bodies,
minds and hearts, we may find ourselves more often in prayer, more aware of
God’s presence and more nourished for when the time is right to again take up
more active forms of ministry, peacemaking and love. “In quietness and trust is
your strength” (Isaiah 30:15, NIV).
~~Heidi Mann

Th
s esnsge
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S T E WA R D S F O R O C T O B E R , 2 0 2 0
Oct. 4

Greeters

Ken Hagge, Doug & Linda Fuller

Ushers

Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

Oct. 11

Greeters

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Larry & Doris Keller

Ushers

Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

Oct. 18

Greeters

Jim & Dorothy Glenn, Buck & Judy Markussen

Ushers

Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres,
Allen & Janice Cerny, Karen Knudsen

Oct. 25

Greeters

Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker

Ushers

Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Bud Haney,
Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon, Tyler Benda

Nov. 1

Greeters

Dennis & Teresa Davis, Cena Graves

Ushers

Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Ryan Holechek, Gary Williams

Nov. 8

Greeters

Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Lyle & Barbara Nootz

Ushers

Group 10: Cena Graves, Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill,
Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Susan Schimonitz

If you are not comfortable with serving in your assigned capacity at this time,
please call the church office so that we may find a replacement.

“One can never consent to creep when one feels an impulse to soar.”

~~Helen Keller

“Faith consists in believing what reason cannot.”

~~Voltaire

“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you’re doing the impossible.”
“Nothing [is] more truly artistic than to love people.”

~~Unknown

~~Vincent Van Gogh
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