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The Messenger has been out of publication since
the March, 2020, issue because of the COVID-19
pandemic.
We have missed sharing with all of you!
Now we’re back in circulation and ready to go!
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So turn the page, and let’s get started!!
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Christian
Symbols

Y

ears ago when I served as the Pastor at Homer United Methodist Church in Homer, Nebraska, we had a custom at the end
of every Sunday morning worship service. We ended the
church service by singing the Hymn Count Your Blessings. The song
was not one that was printed in the hymnal, so the church had copies of
the hymn made and glued it inside the front cover of the United Methodist Hymnal.

“Jerusalem Cross”
This complex cross,
also called the
Crusader’s Cross or
Fivefold Cross, has
several interpretations.
The main cross is
composed of four tau
(T) crosses
representing the Old
Testament law. The
four small Greek
crosses symbolize the
fulfillment of the law in
the gospel. The five
crosses together
represent the church’s
mission: to spread the
gospel to the four
corners of the earth.
They’re also said to
symbolize Christ’s five
wounds (hands, feet
and side).

We sang that song every Sunday. Had a tornado that week? We
sang Count Your Blessings on Sunday. Have surgery coming up this
week? We sang Count Your Blessings on Sunday. Welcomed a new
grandchild in the family this past week? We sang Count Your Blessings.
We sang it every week.
Some of the lines in that song are quite relevant to us on a day to
day basis. “When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, Count your
many blessings, name them one by one.”
Another line says, “Do not be discouraged, God is over all, Count
your many blessings, angels will attend.”
One line that sums it up well says, “Count your many blessings, see
what God hath done.”
We have been in the midst of times that have been difficult.
We all have blessings that we can name and count. Let us truly
count our blessings, count them one by one, and give thanks to God —
every week.
See Me Sunday,

Pastor Chuck Rager

T he M e s se ng e r
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Worship Services Have Resumed
Beginning on Sunday, June 21, in-person worship services have resumed at Ogallala First United Methodist Church. Pastor Chuck and the
Administrative Council are staying abreast of changes in the guidelines
and restrictions, so that everyone might remain safe and healthy.
Please follow guidelines and continue to show consideration for those
around you.
For those who are sick or are uncomfortable with joining the “crowd”
just yet, the services continue to be live-streamed to watch online at
www.methodistchurchogallala.com.

How Will We Use Our Freedom?
In 2000, Cornealious Anderson
was sentenced to 13 years for robbery. The 23-year-old was released
on bail and told to await orders to show up to prison. But
due to a clerical error, those
orders never came. Some
people might have taken advantage of such freedom and
committed more crimes. But
Anderson started a business,
coached youth football and
volunteered at church, earning respect in his community.
Thirteen years later, when Missouri officials discovered the error

and put Anderson behind bars, an
online petition called for his release.
A judge agreed that Anderson was
a changed man and, again,
he was freed.
What would you do with such
undeserved freedom? What
do we do with the unmerited
freedom God grants us despite our sin, and with the
freedoms we celebrate on
July 4? May we follow Anderson’s example and use our freedoms — social and spiritual — to
serve others.
~~adapted from Homiletics

Submissions for the August,
2020, issue of The Messenger need
to be in the editor’s hands no later
than Monday. July 20. Observing
this deadline really helps us get the
newsletter out in a timely manner.
Thanks so much for your help!

Monday,
July 20

Bring items to the Church Office,
or you may e-mail them directly to
the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.

MEETINGS
THIS MONTH
Board of
Trustees on
Wednesday, July 1
at 7:00 p.m.
 Administrative
Council on
Wednesday, July
15 at 7:00 p.m.
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Dear UMW members,
There were so many ladies that made the Lenten lunch a success. Thanks to
all who set-up and cleaned-up, who baked, chopped, stirred, sliced, cut,
served and gave financial support.
Your efforts to follow our Mission Statement were overwhelming. You
extended our love of Christ beyond our walls.
Thank You.
Bea Hatch
UMW President

The “Wow” Factor
After the final notes concluded at a recent symphony performance in Boston, the
conductor hadn’t yet lowered his baton when a child exclaimed, “Wow!” The break in
protocol, magnified by excellent acoustics, didn’t upset the participants or audience,
however. Instead, several later said it brought them great joy. One even called the
moment life-changing.
The incident was especially meaningful because the child, a 9-year-old named
Ronan, has autism and is generally nonverbal. Music, his family says, tends to attract his interest and make him happy. When symphony officials learned Ronan’s
identity, they arranged a private performance so he could meet some musicians.
How often do you shout “Wow!” — in a good way — at what you see and hear?
You may tend to do so on vacation or while observing God’s natural wonders, but
what about during your day-to-day life? Think about the people you encounter and
their talents — and your own. When have these sparked a “Wow!” of thanks to God?
Every blessing, large or small, is a wow-moment — a gift from God that warrants
our praise.
~~adapted from HomeTouch Ministry

Our Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
~Ruth Johnson, who passed away on March 31, 2020.
~Chris Connot, who passed away on April 1, 2020.
~Ron Johnson, who passed away on April 14, 2020.
~Herb Knudsen, who passed away on April 18, 2020.
~Harold Devoe, who passed away on June 12, 2020.

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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The 4– and 5-year-old Sunday School class met together
to share the love of Jesus on
Sunday, March 8. Their teachers are Gigi Berol and Jan Haggard.
Sunday School classes for
all ages will begin again in September. Come join us!
(picture by Renee Meyer)

“If you want to
touch the past,
touch a rock. If
you want to
touch the
present, touch a
flower. If you
want to touch
the future,
touch a life.”
~~author unknown

The Cowboy Capital Consultants held their regular (pre-pandemic) meeting
in February. In the picture, above, each member holds a jar of authentic maple
butter that Jeff Meyer brought from his recent trip to Canada.
(picture courtesy of Roger Rankin)
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
What seemingly small act did Jesus specifically
say would be rewarded?
A. Giving a child a toy
B. Giving a lost traveler directions
C. Giving someone a cup of cold water
D. Giving a sad person a hug

Answer: C (See Matthew 10:42).

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
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July 5

July 12

Greeters

Jim & Dorothy Glenn, Buck & Judy Markussen

Children’s Moment

Pastor Chuck Rager

Ushers

Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee, Terry
Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson,
Mike Henry, Jason McEvoy

Greeters

Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker

Fellowship

Penny Benda

Ushers

Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon
York, Wendell & Ramona Upright

July 19

Greeters

Dennis & Teresa Davis, Lyle & Barbara Nootz

Children’s Moment

Carmen Troxel

Ushers

Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Bruce Anderson, Mick Nichols

July 26

Aug. 2

Greeters

United Methodist Women

Children’s Moment

United Methodist Women

Ushers

United Methodist Women

Greeters

Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Judy Cross

Children’s Moment

Jonnie Peterson

Ushers

Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,

United Methodist
Women Sunday

Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner
Aug. 9

Greeters

Doug & Linda Fuller, Ken Hagge

Children’s Moment

Ginny Steinke

Ushers

Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres,
Allen & Janice Cerny, Karen Knudsen

If you are not comfortable with serving in your assigned capacity at this time,
please call the church office so that we may find a replacement.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
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Newsletter:
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Renee:

Pastor Chuck:
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69153
Ogallala, NE

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!

O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,

America! America!

Who more than self their
country love

God shed His grace on thee,

And mercy more than life!

And crown thy good with
brotherhood

America! America!

From sea to shining sea!

May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,
And every gain divine!

