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Christian
Symbols

“Willow”
The billowing branches
of the “weeping willow”
symbolize mourning,
especially of the
Israelites as they
endured captivity. The
willow, which grows well
in marshy areas, is
associated in the Bible
with fruitful, well-watered
land (see Ezekiel 17:5).
In descriptions of Old
Testament festivals of
praise, God’s people
were told “to take
branches from luxuriant
trees — from palms,
willows and other leafy
trees — and rejoice
before the LORD your
God for seven days.”
(Leviticus 23:40, NIV)
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A Note of Thanks







Board of Trustees on Wednesday, August 5, at 7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee on Thursday, August 6, at 5:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class on Wednesday, August 12, at 6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Sunday on Sunday, August 16, In-person at 9:00
worship service
Administrative
Council
on
Wednesday, August 19, at 7:00
p.m.

“I wish to thank all the FUMC of
Ogallala congregation for their
cards, phone calls, prayers, concern
and help during my recent surgeries
and stent installations. I am feeling
better now and very appreciative of
all the thought and concern for my
recovery. Special thanks to Pastor
Rager for being close with many
prayers.”
Roger C. Rankin

Shine On, Friends
Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive. It is a
bond beyond common goals, common interests or common histories. It is a
bond stronger than sexual union can create, deeper than a shared fate can
solidify and even more intimate than the bonds of marriage or community.
Friendship is being with the other in joy and
sorrow, even when we cannot increase the
joy or decrease the sorrow. It is a unity of
souls that gives nobility and sincerity to love.
Friendship makes all of life shine brightly.
~~Henri Nouwen

Submissions for the September,
2020, issue of The Messenger need
to be in the editor’s hands no later
than Thursday, August 20. Observing this deadline really helps us
get the newsletter out in a timely
manner. Thanks so much for your
help!
Bring items to the Church Office,
or you may e-mail them directly to
the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.

Thursday,
August 20

“Breathe the
sweetness that
hovers in
August.”
~~Denise Levertov
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Do You Know about the FUMC Quilters’ Group?
On January 18, 1995. twelve ladies
met in the Sunday School room behind
the balcony to organize a quilting group.
They were Lois Kinnan, Teresa Davis,
Shirley Bassett, Jill Huetig, Marge
Breece, Dorothy Coler, Ruth Russell,
Judi Adkins, Lynn Plucknett, Jerri
Mears, Bonnie Lake and Cindy Reiss..
We organized to hand quilt tops for
people, not to piece the quilts. The first
qu8ilt was a teddy bear crib quilt that
Lynn had pieced, and we had it quilted
by the end of January, which was
around 55 hours of hand quilting. (That
was Mona Radcliffe and Lynn Plucknett
working on that quilt.) Roger Nelson
built a quilt frame for us, and we then
moved to the Sunday School room in
the upper southeast corner. Lighting
was not the best there but we managed
for several years.

CHURCH
BASEMENT
QUILTERS

Some years later we moved to the
choir room downstairs, as some of the
quilters were having difficulty climbing
all the way upstairs, and that’s where
we continue to meet today. Initially we
met at night, as most of us had jobs, but
then we all retired, so now we meet two
to three mornings a week.
We keep track of the hours it takes
to finish a quilt, albeit a rough estimate.
A baby quilt is finished in about 20
hours, and a large quilt may keep us
busy for 286 hours.
Our funds help to support many
organizations: Angel Store, Angel

Trees, backpack program, a fire victim’s
fund, flood buckets, SCIP, Women’s
Resource Center, Royal Kids Kamp,
Bless the Badge, Salvation Army, Wolf
Auto Charities.
Would you believe we are now
working on our 75th quilt? There are six
of us who quilt on a regular basis. And
we welcome anyone else who would
like to come join us. We have a lot of
fun!!
Teresa Davis
Update: The article above was written before the pandemic crisis to remind us of the history and mission of
the quilters’ group. Since that time, the
group has undertaken an additional project which has been a benefit to our
community and beyond.
Since the beginning of March, several of the quilters have been busy sewing face masks for members of our congregation, health-care workers and others in Ogallala and Grant. They have
even sent masks to places as far as
Colorado, New Jersey and Florida.
Most of the fabrics and materials
used to make the masks has come from
the quilters’ personal “stashes.” So far,
the group has made and distributed
over 2,500 face masks — and still
counting! Thanks to these dedicated
ladies and their dedication to do the
right thing!

Our Christian love and sympathy to the family of:
~~Wanda Mercer, who passed away on July 16, 2020.
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Meet Our Newest Church Member
Tara Sutton has been received into the membership of
Ogallala First United Methodist
Church. Tara is a life-long resident of the Ogallala community
and is a practicing Doctor of Chiropractic. The handsome young
fellow pictured with her is her son
Owen.
Tara is the granddaughter of
Ferne Sutton.
Welcome to the church family, Tara!

JUST FOR FUN!

photo by Jeff Peterson
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An Activity Page for Younger People

God loves his little
birds; for all
his tender care he
shows;
a single sparrow
cannot fall
but its Creator knows.
God loves each little
bird; but still
more tender is his
care
his will,
than for the fowls of
air.
~~Anonymous

A Bible Quiz
In John of Patmos’ vision, what is special
about the 12 gates of the New Jerusalem?
A. They are made of gold and always
closed.
B. They are made of amethyst and onyx.
C. They are closed by day and open by
night.
D. They are made of pearl and never
closed.
Answer: D (See Revelation 21:21,25.)

for children who obey
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Ogallala FUMC 2020 Scholarship Winners Announced
The Scholarship Committee would like to announce the recipients of the
scholarship monies available through our church. Due to the generosity of
several former and current Ogallala UMC members we were able to award four
scholarships.
The Dowling Scholarship is given in loving memory by the Phil and Betty
Dowling family. Mr. and Mrs. Dowling were long time Ogallala residents and
faithful members of our church who believed in supporting area youth and their
community. The recipients of this award are: Rebekkah Draucker, Dylon
Ellard, and Cody Persinger.

Rebekkah plans to attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a major
in criminology and criminal justice. Her goal is to complete her degree in 4
years.
Dylon will be attending the University of Nebraska-Kearney with plans to
get a Bachelor’s Degree in teaching. He
hopes to return to Ogallala or another
small town to teach and work toward a
Master’s Degree.
Cody will start his second year of college
attending the St. Cloud Minnesota Technical and Community College with a major in plumbing and business. His goal is
to get a journeyman’s license and open a
shop in Ogallala. Cody was on the President’s list for the fall semester.
The Draucker Family Scholarship Fund was established by the Draucker
family of Ogallala. The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial assistance
for members of the church who wish to further their education following graduation from high school. The recipient of this award is Addison Shaw.
Addison plans to attend Hasting Community College to become a surgical
tech. Working in the medical field is something she has always wanted to do.
Each recipient has been faithful in their service to our church. You have
probably seen them in church, helping with Vacation Bible School, the Angel
Store, doing the Call to worship on Sundays, etc. We are proud of their accomplishments and wish them well going forward.
Becky Plate
Scholarship Chair
“A friend is one of the nicest things you can have, and one of the best things
you can be.”
~~Douglas Pagels

“Every saint has a past. Every sinner has a future.”
~~Stanley Hauerwas

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”
~~Lady Bird Johnson

Page 8

A u g u s t , 2 02 0

Senior Center Is Open

Disciples Cupboard

GOOD NEWS!! The Keith County
Senior Center has reopened to serve
daily meals! Lunch is served Monday
through Friday from 11:30 a.m. until
1:00 p.m., and diners can choose either
dine-in or carry-out. The suggested
donation for senior citizens (over age
60) is just $5.50, and those under 60
years pay just $7.50.
A monthly menu can be obtained
from the Center, or you can check the
menus in the Keith County News each
week.
Please call the Center (284-6740)
before 9:45 a.m. to make reservations
when you plan to partake. You will
enjoy the food and the fellowship!
The Center’s next Bake Sale fundraiser will be on Friday, August 21. You
may call (284-6740) to make pre-orders
or drop in to the Center between 1:00
and 4:00 p.m. to pick out some goodies!

Please remember the Mission Outreach Committee’s Disciples Cupboard
collection to benefit the local Food Pantry. These are the suggested items to
be donated in the upcoming months:
August —cereal (hot or cold)
September — pasta
October — Hamburger Helper
November — laundry soap
December —cake mixes

There are totes available in Hess
Lounge for you to deposit your donations. The Committee will deliver them
monthly to the Food Pantry

Patient Attention, Valuable Discoveries
For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of patience —
or worse. Medically vulnerable people face an anxious time of hypervigilance.
Furloughed workers wait on hold or in lines for assistance. Special events have
been canceled or rescheduled.
Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and inconveniences. Many people are learning the benefit of slowing down, being present
(even virtually) to others and practicing patient attention.
Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the
plague forced Cambridge University to close. At home, the inquisitive student
invented calculus and developed groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. Later Newton called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have made any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention than to any other talent.”
What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What appreciations
have you developed for aspects of life you may have previously taken for
granted? What has social distancing taught you about the value of neighbors,
church, community volunteering?
During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and God’s
presence? What empathy do you now feel for writers of words such as “I wait
for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope” (Psalm
130:5, NIV)?

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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Aug. 2

Greeters

Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Judy Cross

Children’s Moment

Jonnie Peterson

Ushers

Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara
Nootz, Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John &
Shelia Turner

Aug. 9

Greeters

Doug & Linda Fuller, Ken Hagge

Children’s Moment

Ginny Steinke

Ushers

Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres,
Allen & Janice Cerny, Karen Knudsen

Aug. 16 Greeters

Norm & Rhonda Duba, Cliff & Shirlee Knispel

Children’s Moment

Penny Benda

Ushers

Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Bud Haney,
Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon, Tyler Benda

Aug. 23 Greeters

Larry & Doris Keller, Jim & Dorothy Glenn

Children’s Moment

Carmen Troxel

Ushers

Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Ryan Holechek, Gary Williams

Aug. 30 Greeters

Buck & Judy Markussen, Roger & Judi Adkins

Children’s Moment

Bea Hatch

Ushers

Group 10: Cena Graves, Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill,
Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Susan Schimonitz

Sept. 6

Greeters

Barbara Draucker, Dennis & Teresa Davis

Children’s Moment

Jonnie Peterson.

Ushers

Group 1: Jeff Peterson, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, John Stulich, Jim Persinger

If you are not comfortable with serving in your assigned capacity at this time,
please call the church office so that we may find a replacement.
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God Amid the Pandemic
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with terms such as
social distancing, flattening the curve and self-quarantining. We could
hardly believe the closed schools, businesses and especially churches
— just as Holy Week and Easter drew near! The coronavirus ran
rampant in the world. Where was God?
But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped up, calmly
informing us of the facts, of actions being taken to mitigate the
crisis and of how we could help. Healthcare professionals risked their
lives and endured separation from families; teachers drew on
astounding stores of creativity to teach online; pastors delivered
sermons and lessons to empty sanctuaries as members listened and
prayed while living in lockdown. Surely God was present — through
them!
Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah, “Fear not!
When you pass through the waters, the fires, yes, even the
pandemics of this world, I will be with you” (43:1-2, paraphrased).
And Jesus echoes, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).
~~Sandy Hyland

