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Christian
Symbols

E

ach year, all United Methodist Pastors and one lay delegate from each church in our
Great Plains Conference (consisting of all United Methodist churches in Kansas and Nebraska) attend Annual
Conference. We hear reports from different committees
and organizations associated with our church. We also
ordain those clergy who have been recommended by
our Conference Board of Ordained Ministry (of which I
am a member).
One of the reports we hear comes from our conference treasurer, and
this year was no exception to the practice. Scott Brewer is our conference
treasurer, and I want to share some things from Mr. Brewer’s report.

“Wheat”

Many of Jesus’ parables
liken the kingdom of
heaven to wheat growing
abundantly in a field, as
opposed to weeds planted
by the evil one. When
God “sows” the gospel
broadly, some soil
produces great crops of
wheat (believers, people
who become part of God’s
family); elsewhere, wheat
(belief) flourishes briefly or
not at all. Wheat also
symbolizes the bread of
Holy Communion and
Christ, the bread of life.

Brewer stated that disaster has caused more than $1.3 billion in damage in Nebraska and Kansas since mid-March. Brewer said, $701,165 has
been contributed to the conference’s disaster relief program.
Methodists, Brewer said, are facing the greatest existential crisis since
the 1840s. Not only is the denomination threatening a split because of human
sexuality issues, but many churches have remained dormant.
In 2018, he reported, in the Great Plains, 72% of churches had no Confirmation classes, 54% had no professions of faith, 41% had no vacation Bible
school, 32% had no ministries to the poor, and 23% had no children or youth.
“These are not mere percentages, friends, these are lost opportunities,”
Brewer said. “We can wait, and wait, and wait, and the right time is still never
going to come.”
In addition to Brewer’s report, we also ratified the closing of nine United
Methodist Churches in Kansas and Nebraska. Eight of those churches are in
Kansas, and the one in Nebraska is located at Kilgore. We celebrated the ordination of thirteen pastors, and we recognized the retirement of fifty-four pastors.
My response to all these things is twofold. First, I am deeply saddened
at the fact that 72% our churches had no Confirmation classes last year. Was
it because there were no young persons in all those churches wishing to participate, or was it because the pastor chose not to offer/lead a class? Confirmation is an outstanding opportunity to teach and involve young people.
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From the Pastor, Continued
I was deeply saddened that 54% of our churches
had no new persons join the church last year. Those
churches face an uncertain future.
I could not fathom that 41% of our churches had
no vacation Bible school in 2018. What a missed opportunity to share the good news of Jesus with young people.
When I reflected on those numbers, it made me think that those
churches who are not offering Confirmation, receiving new members or offering Vacation Bible School seem to be poised to close their doors in years to
come.
As I said, my response to Brewer’s report was twofold. The second
component of my response is joy, pride and gratitude.
Here at Ogallala U.M.C. we did have a Confirmation class, and we confirmed 7 young men into membership in the church in May of 2019. As part of
Confirmation, they were actively learning about God, and they also were involved in the life of the church. We had four young persons complete Confirmation and join the church in May 2018. This is a source of joy for us.
Not only did those young people join the church, but we also received
12 additional new members in our church in 2018. This is great!

Vacation Bible School is another positive component of our church.
Last year we had approximately 102 young people participate in V.B.S. as students. This number does not include the older youth who participated as leaders and helpers. We also have many adults participating in V.B.S. and interacting with the young people. What a truly magnificent ministry! What a
great source of pride.
As I think about some of the issues, levels of inactivity and uncertain
futures that many other United Methodist Churches in our Conference are facing, I am saddened.
Reflecting on the life at Ogallala United Methodist Church, I am filled
with gratitude. Thank you for making this church a place with not only a vibrant
present, but also a place with a very hopeful future.

God Bless,

Pastor Chuck

Have a safe
and happy
Fourth of July!
Your Church
Office will be
closed on
Thursday, July 4,
& Friday, July 5.
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Special Dates

Mark Your Calendar


No Committee Meetings in
July



Finance Committee on Thursday, August 1, 5:00 p.m.
 Board of Trustees on Wednesday, August 7, 7:00 p.m.
 Administrative
Council on
Wednesday, August 21, 7:00



Canada Day, July 1, 2019



U.S. Independence Day, July
4, 2019

Our Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
~Geraldine “Jerri” Mears, who passed on June 11, 2019.
~George McCreath, who passed on June 21, 2019.

A Guide for Giving
I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the
only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc. is up to the standard common
among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away
too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are
too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditures exclude them.
~~C.S. Lewis

The rush of Fall activities will be upon us very soon. Let’s be thinking
ahead about news and activities we need to share with our church family.
Submissions for the September, 2019, issue of
The Messenger need to be in the editor’s hands no
later than Monday, August 19. Bring items to the
Church Office, or you may e-mail them directly to
the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Observing this deadline really helps us get the
newsletter out in a timely manner. Thanks so
much for your help!

MONDAY,
AUGUST 19
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Two Infants Baptized in the Month of June

On Sunday, June 9,
Neve Harper McEvoy was
baptized. His parents are
Jason and Alyse McEvoy.

Zane Charles Klett was
baptized on Sunday, June
23. He is joined in the picture (at left) by his parents,
Brian and Rachel Klett, his
proud grandparents, Chuck
and Roberta Rager, and his
uncle, Ryan Rager.

Thanks to Jeff Peterson for the pictures!
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
At the burning bush, Moses asks God’s name.
What is God’s answer?
A. The Lord
B. I AM
C. The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob
D. All of the above

Answer: D (See Exodus 3:14-15.)

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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Handbells Have Been Refurbished

Bells and case shown after the service.
Look at the shine!

On May 8, 2019, the handbells
used by our Sacred Sounds Handbell Choir were professionally serviced. The work was done by a
father/son team — Mark and Erin
Bond — whose business is called
THE BELLMAN.
This “basic maintenance” service is recommended every 3-5
years to keep the bells in good condition. Ours had not been done in
about 12 years.
Each bell has 19 parts which
must be disassembled, replaced as
necessary, cleaned, reassembled
and readjusted. They also cleaned
the cases which are used to store
and carry the bells.
Thanks to choir member Claudia Stevenson and to the Cowboy
Capitol Consultants who helped to
get the bells ready for servicing.

THE BELLMAN’s van also houses their
workspace. They travel from Texas to
various parts of the country.
Pictures and information from handbell choir
director Vance Nelson

Sacred Sounds
Handbell Choir will
be reorganizing this
fall and will need
more players to
ring their newly
refurbished bells.
Interested?
Call Vance Nelson
(284-1115)
for more
information!
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Vacation Bible School 2019
We had a blast at VBS 2019. This year the Voyagers traveled to the far reaches of the Universe to discover how we can “Go Beyond with Faith, Boldness, Kindness, Thankfulness and Hope!” Along the way, Voyagers of all ages discovered a new
realm of possibilities as they reached for the stars and encountered the limitless power
and love of God! As it says in our theme verse, “Glory to God, who is able to do far
beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us!” (Ephesians
3:20)
The week was very well attended. We had a total of 87 children, 34 teenage
helpers and 17 adults who participate in the week!
The children learned through memorable Bible Stories about Daniel in the Lions Den, Queen Esther, The Good Samaritan, The healing of the 10 Lepers and How
Jesus comforted his friends on the Road to Emmaus! Each story was reinforced with
creative crafts, fun energetic games and some great music! Thank you to all the
teachers who made the week so memorable for our voyagers! Katie Gietz and Carrie
Kohles taught stories. Collette VanBorkum, Gracie VanBorkum, Emma VanBorkum
and Laura Kemp in crafts. Julie Neill and Jennice Samuelson in Games. Music was
led by Karla Lawler. Snacks we’re expertly prepared by Mona Radcliffe, Sherri Walker, Terri Henry, Barbara Barent and Pat Davis. Thank you to all of you who donated
cupcakes, brownies, supplies and treats for the week!
Each day featured a special event for the children to enjoy. On Tuesday, our
favorite award-winning cup stacking champion Luree Copeland taught us the secret to
record-breaking speed stacking! On Wednesday, a big thank you to Wendell Upright
for building ping pong ball launchers and catapults! Roger Adkins, Jeff Peterson, Gary
Williams and Jeff Meyer helped to run the morning’s event! Fun was had by all! On
Thursday, Mike Eskelson taught us all about the small world of insects. And on Friday,
we wrapped up the events with a giant double inflatable slide and bounce pit!
Each day the children were encouraged to bring in a small offering to benefit
our chosen Mission Project. This year we chose to help the flood victims of Nebraska
through our offerings to the “Kids Cleanup Challenge”. Three of our youngest attendees even decided to raise funds for the mission by setting up a Root Beer Float
Stand one afternoon after VBS! The children collected $229.05 during the week.
Quite an accomplishment!
Thank you to all of you who support our programs for the children and the
youth of the United Methodist Church and the community of Ogallala. Without you
none of this would be possible.
Sincerely,
Renee Meyer
Director of Christian Education

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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“To Mars and Beyond”

Pictures by Renee Meyer
and Jeff Peterson
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July 7

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Dennis & Teresa Davis, Brian & Claudia Stevenson
Jim & LeAnn Ayres
John VanBorkum
Carmen Troxel
Group 10: Cena Graves, Dave Sheldon, Todd
Neill, Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Susan Schimonitz

July 14

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cena Graves, Doug & Linda Fuller
Shawn & Dawn Haney
Amaris Cobaugh
Bea Hatch
Group 1: Jeff Peterson, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, John Stulich, Jim Persinger

July 21

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Judy Cross, Jim & LeAnn Ayres
Norma Schrack, Marge Blaase
Tylie Walker
Jonnie Peterson
Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee, Terry Johnson,
Jerry Speck, Lou Hoak, Mike Henry

July 28

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Shirley Bassett, Ken & Edna Meyer
Ron & Sharen Terry
Tylie Walker, John VanBorkum
Ginny Steinke
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Wendell & Ramona Upright

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service
opportunities listed above, please contact the church office.

Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for the blessings of this land and the gifts of
cultures around the world. Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind us, in the
words of the hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and that your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and
conflicts, guard us against despair. Help us focus on the kindness evident daily: from generous neighbors
to conscientious public servants (because most are). On Independence Day and every day, “O let [us] ne’er
forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” Amen.
~~Sandy Hyland

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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Aug. 4

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Bev Johnson, Larry & Doris Keller
Penny Benda
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer, Bruce Anderson

Aug. 11 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken Hagge, Herb & Karen Knudsen

Aug. 18 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Norm & Rhonda Duba, Cliff & Shirlee Knispel

Aug. 25 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Buck & Judy Markussen, Barbara Draucker

Sept. 1

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Roger & Judi Adkins, Dennis & Teresa Davis

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Brian & Claudia Stevenson

Sept. 8

Ethan Dickinson
Carmen Troxel
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

Bea Hatch
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

Ethank Dickinson
Jonnie Peterson
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres,
Allen & Janice Cerny, Herb & Karen Knudsen

Ginny Steinke
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Parker Reil, Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service
opportunities listed above, please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
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“Summer Rain”
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ogallalaumcpastor@gmail.com

ogallalaumceducation@gmail.com
Renee:

Pastor Chuck:

ogallalaumc@gmail.com
Church Office:
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Parsonage: (308)284-0137
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Ogallala, NE

Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

Oh, what is so pure as the glad summer rain,
That falls on the grass where the sunlight has lain?
And what is so fair as the flowers that lie
All bathed in the tears of the soft summer sky?
The blue of the heavens is dimmed by the rain
That wears away sorrow and washes out pain;
But we know that the flowers we cherish would die
Were it not for the tears of the cloud-laden sky.
The rose is the sweeter when kissed by the rain,
And hearts are the dearer where sorrow has lain;
The sky is the fairer that rain-clouds have swept,
And no eyes are so bright as the eyes that have wept.
~~Fannie Sherrick

