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Christian
Symbols

I

“7-Pointed Star”
This star represents
Isaiah’s list of the gifts of
the Spirit to be revealed in
the Branch of Jesse — that
is, Christ: “The Spirit of the
LORD will rest on him —
the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and of might, the
Spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD — and he
will delight in the fear of the
LORD” (Isaiah 11:2-3, NIV).
Some baptism and
confirmation liturgies pray
for God to “stir up in” the
newly baptized or
confirmed “the spirit of
wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in
[God’s] presence.”

want to take this opportunity to express my great thanks to Vern
Schimpf for the outstanding service she has given us as church
secretary. She began serving as church secretary in June 2015, and these
past four years have been a delight to have her as a part of our church ministry
team. Vern has decided to try retirement again. Vern has been a great gift to
our church in the service she has provided, and we truly do appreciate her.
Thank you, Vern!
Meridee Ewert has been serving these past few months as church custodian and is moving to Colorado in May. We wish her well and thank her for
the cleaning work she has done. Best wishes to you, Meridee.
We are fortunate that we have someone with great talents, skills and
willingness to serve, to become part of our church team. Dawn Haney has
started working at the church, effective April 22, 2019. Dawn will wear two
hats. She is now the church secretary AND the church custodian. She will be
church secretary during our office hours of 8 to 12 on Monday through Friday
mornings. Dawn will do the custodial work in times outside the normal office
hours. We are blessed that Dawn has chosen to become a part of our church
ministry team. Welcome aboard, Dawn!
I want to thank everyone who contributes to the work and the life of the
church. It is through all of us working together that we can most effectively do
the work of the church.
See Me Sunday,

Pastor Chuck Rager

T he M e s se ng e r
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Welcoming a New Member to Our Church Staff
Dawn Haney has joined the staff of
Ogallala FUMC, serving double duty as
both Administrative Secretary and Custodian. She says she feels that the duties of the two jobs go hand
-in-hand, so she’s looking
forward to the challenge.
Dawn is not new to
Ogallala or the FUMC congregation. She moved to
Ogallala
with
husband
Shawn 2½ years ago and
has been participating in
the community and church
activities since their arrival.
Dawn was previously
employed as manager at
the Ogallala Shopko store,
until its recent closing. During that time, she says she met a lot of
friendly people and developed many
close relationships. She also graduated
with the most recent Keith County
Leadership Development Class.

When asked what she likes about
Ogallala, Dawn said she feels the local
people have been very loving and welcoming to her. She is looking for opportunities to invest in the
community and “give back”
to those who have made
her feel at home. She also
expressed that the transition from her home in California has been made easier by the warmth of her inlaws, Bud and Twila
Haney.
Dawn and Shawn currently share their home with
“four cats and a blind dog.”
When asked to share the
pictures on her phone,
she’ll tell you that “they’re all cats!”
Dawn says, “I have been so loved
and welcomed by the community. I just
hope to find a way to show my gratitude.”

Special Dates

Mark Your Calendar











Board of Trustees on Wednesday, May 1, 7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee on Thursday, May 2, 5:00 p.m.
Graduation Sunday on Sunday, May 5
Second Wednesday service
on Wednesday, May 8, supper
at 5:30, worship at 6:15 p.m.
Administrative Council on
Wednesday, May 15, 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Sunday on May
19
Last Day of Sunday School on
May 19
Church Office Closed on Monday, May 27
Vacation Bible School begins
on Tuesday, May 28



National Day of Prayer, May 2,
2019



Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019



Armed Forces Day, May 18,
2019



Victoria Day (Canada), May 20,
2019



Memorial Day, May 27, 201



Ascension of the Lord, May
30, 2019

Memorial Day this
year is especially
important as we are
reminded almost
daily of the great
sacrifices that the
men and women of
the Armed Services
make to defend our
way of life.
~~Robin Hayes
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Thank You . . . .
. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished food
for the Jim Marvin funeral luncheon on April 13, 2019:
Sherri Walker
Nancy Drake
Michele Walker
Lisa Albee

Shirlee Knispel
Barb Barent
Karen Powell
Jan Haggard

Karon Holscher
Jonnie Peterson
Ramona Upright
Mary Dickinson

Sheila Turner
Jane Ruppert
Shawna Knudsen

Notes from the “Church Kitchen Ladies”
The officers of the United Methodist Women have forwarded this
information for all who will be using
the kitchen in Fellowship Hall and/or
the kitchenette in Hess Lounge:
 Please remember to remove cof-

United Methodist
Women April
Meetings

fee grounds from the baskets of
the brewers when finished. If left
to sit for a while, they tend to get
very moldy.
 Spills will happen!

UMW General
Thursday, May 9
12:00 noon
Potluck Luncheon
Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
No Meeting this month
Circle 3
Thursday, May 16
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge

If you have a
large coffee spill in the kitchenette,
there are some older towels in a
lower drawer for cleanup.

 The Trustees have purchased two

new vacuums especially for use in

Hess Lounge and the kitchenette.
The hand-held vacuum is for
smaller wet spills, and the larger
vacuum is for picking up dry
crumbs and “stuff.” Both are rechargeable, so please plug them
back into the chargers when you
are done cleaning up.
 There are a number of nice bowls

that have been left in the kitchen
after funeral meals. If you’re missing one of your favorite bowls or
pans at home, please check to see
of yours is there. (It helps a lot if
the containers are labeled with
your name before you leave them.)

Thank you to everyone who donated Easter
lilies to adorn the altar for our services on Easter Sunday morning. They were a beautiful reminder of the reason for our celebration!

Circle 5
Monday, May 20
6:00 pm
“Eat Out”

Our Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
~Dale Forsstrom, who died on April 14, 2019.
~Jeff and Renee Meyer, in the death of Renee’s
father, Jim Marvin.

T he M e s se ng e r
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Sunday,
May 12, 2019

Ilene and Bruce Anderson (pictured at right, above) are the newest members
of Ogallala First United Methodist Church.
They were received into
membership on Sunday, April 14. Sponsoring the Andersons were Jim and
Dorothy Glenn (left). A hearty welcome to the Andersons!

“To the world
you are a
mother, but to
your family
you are the

The Living Word
Many know of teacher Annie
Sullivan helping young Helen Keller
break through barriers of blindness
and deafness to discover language:
how Sullivan placed one of Helen’s
hands under running water, spelling
water in sign language over and
over into the other. In Keller’s
words: “Suddenly I felt a misty consciousness as of something forgotten — a thrill of returning thought;
and somehow the mystery of language was revealed to me. I knew
that w-a-t-e-r meant the wonderful
cool something that was flowing

over my hand. That living word
awakened my soul, gave it light,
hope, joy, set it free.”
God’s Living Word, working
through the waters of baptism, also
awakens us — to a life of faith anchored in God’s unconditional love.
Baptism revives in us a “misty consciousness” that we are safe in God
and reveals “the mystery of language” that is prayer. In baptism,
as water washes over our bodies,
the living Word gives us light, hope,
joy and true freedom.

world.”
~~adapted from Dr. Seuss
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
In Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus, to what
two women is Boaz connected?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Rahab and Ruth
Tamar and Rahab
Ruth and Bathsheba
Bathsheba and Mary

Answer: A (See Matthew 1:5.)

Sunday, May 19,
will be the last
day of classes
before vacation.
See you in
church this
summer!

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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Confirmation Sunday

Graduation Sunday

On Sunday, May 19, 2019, seven members of the Confirmation
Class of 2019 will be received into
the membership of Ogallala First
United Methodist Church. Confirmands and their families will be
guests for breakfast in Fellowship
Hall at 8:00 a.m., and they will be
confirmed during the morning worship service.

Graduates in the Class of 2019
will be recognized and honored at
Ogallala FUMC on Sunday, May 5,
during the regular morning worship
service.
The grads and their
families have been invited to a
special breakfast at 8:00 a.m. that
day.

The rite of Confirmation serves
as a spiritual milestone, when young
adults affirm their faith in the promises made at their baptism and
begin embracing a life of discipleship with a sense of purpose.

“Graduation is a ceremony that
marks the end of study and the
beginning of education.”
~~Evan Esar

Despite becoming an invalid while in her teens, an
18th-century English poet who used the pen name Anna Steele wrote prolifically — often about praising
God. The closing stanza of “Now I Resolve With All My
Heart,” one of Steele’s 144 hymns, is a timeless prayer
that’s fitting for the start of each new day.
O may I never faint nor tire,
Nor wandering leave his sacred ways
Great God, accept my soul’s desire,
And give me strength to live thy praise.
Submissions for the June issue
of The Messenger need to be in the
editor’s hands no later than Monday, May 20. Bring stories, pictures
or ideas to the Church Office or
email them directly to the editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks for your help!

SonShine Singers

will sing in church
on Sunday,
May 12.
Come for practice
at 8:20 a.m.

Monday, May 20

Graduation day is
tough for adults.
They go to the
ceremony as
parents. They
come home as
contemporaries.
After 22 years
of child-raising,
they are
unemployed.
~~Erma Bombeck
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A PAGE FOR YOU TO COLOR AND ENJOY!
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Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Judy Cross, Doug & Linda Fuller
Lyle & Barbara Nootz
Hayden Shaw, Hayden Erwin
Teresa Davis
Group 1: Jeff Peterson, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, John Stulich, Jim Persinger

May 12

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Shirley Bassett, Jim & LeAnn Ayres

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Bev Johnson, Ken & Edna Meyer
Barbara Barent, Doris Hickam
John VanBorkum, Ella Dam
Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis,
John & Sharon York, Wendell & Ramona Upright

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken Hagge, Larry & Doris Keller

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Larry & Doris Keller, Larry & Shirley Schlem
Hayden Shaw, Tylie Walker
Jonnie Peterson
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Sheila Turner

Graduation
Sunday

May 5

Confirmation
Sunday

May 19

May26

June 2

June 9

Tayven Lumpkin, Amaris Cobaugh
Penny Benda
Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee, Terry Johnson,
Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson, Lou Hoak, Mike Henry

Ryder Rezac, Rock Rezac
Carmen Troxel
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer

Hayden Erwin, Sawyer Smith
Bea Hatch
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service
opportunities listed above, please contact the church office.
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GOD IS NIGH
The simple but powerful bugle melody “Taps” has been a
standard component of U.S. military funerals since 1891. It’s also
played during each of the 2,500 military wreath ceremonies conducted every year at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, including those
held on Memorial Day.
Many legends exist about the origin of “Taps” — both its melody and its lyrics. The words below, by Horace Lorenzo Trim, make
an appropriate bedtime prayer.
Day is done, gone the sun
From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky
All is well, safely rest
God is nigh.
Fading light dims the sight
And a star gems the sky, gleaming bright
From afar, drawing near
Falls the night.
Thanks and praise for our days
’Neath the sun, ’neath the stars, ’neath the sky
As we go, this we know
God is nigh.

